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2 LORD cif Sr fre D/. LETTERS 
L ET TER" LEE 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 16, O. 8. 1750. 


O V are ſo well acquainted, madam, with my ſenti- 
ments, and with my readineſs to do any thing that 

can oblige you, that you will eaſily judge how unhappy I 
am, not to have it in my power to execute the commands 
you lately honored me with. At firſt ſight, I conceived 
it to be a difficult matter; but now I khow it to be utterly 
impoſſible. I have ſounded the people in power; and 
though I have no connection with the miniſters, I men- 
tioned it to one of them, who told me plainly that it 
could not be done. You know, ſaid he, the ſpirit of re- 
bellion that is rooted in thoſe people; theirs and the Punic 
faith are the ſame; they are not to be won by lenity, 
nor bound by the oaths they take to government. You 
know too, that two thirds of them that were in the laſt 
rebellion, were people who had been in the former, and 
who only enjoyed their lives and fortunes by virtue of the 
late king's indulgence and pardon. Many even held em- 
ployments, for which they had taken the oath of fidelity, 
which did not reſtrain them, ſo ſoon as the ſignal of rebel- 
lion was given. The very name of * *, added he, (for 
I was obliged to tell him the name) implies rebellion from 
father to ſon. You knew that as well as I, and the ſe- 
cret practices of thoſe. gentlemen, whilſt you were in 
the miniſtry; I leave you to judge, therefore, whether it 
is conſiſtent either with the ſafety or dignity of govern- 
ment to be duped by them a ſecond time. I was forced, 
madam, to acquieſce in all he ſaid, as he was fully con- 
vinced that I knew it to be ſtrictly true. I can tell you, 
moreover, that all thoſe rebels, who have fled to France 
and elſewhere, date only from the open rebellion, becauſe 
they flatter themſelves that government is ignorant of their 
cabals, and ſecret machinations ever ſince ; whereas on the 
contrary, they are fully informed of them. They ſee two- 
thirds of their letters, they betray one another, and I have 
frequently had the very ſame man's letters in my hand at 
once 
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LETTRE XILIX. 
ALA MEME. 


| | A Londres, ce 16 Aofit, V. S. 1950. 

ONNOISSANT comme vous le faites, madame, mes 

ſentimens, et mon zele pour tout ce qui vous touche, 
vous jugerez bien du chagrin que me cauſe Vimpuiſſance 
ol je me trouve d'exEcuter les ordres, dont vous m'avez 
honor en dernier lieu. J'ai enviſage l'affaire, au premier 
abord, comme difficile, mais a preſent je ſais qu'elle eſt 
impoſſible. Pai ſondè le gue, et quoique je ne ſuis nulle- 
ment en liaiſon avec les miniſtres, Jen ai parle à un, qui 
m'a dit tres-naturellement que cela ne pouvoit ſe faire. 
Vous ſavez, me dit-il, Veſprit de rebellion qui eſt enracine 
dans ces gens-la ; leur foi et la foi Punique c'eſt la meme ; 
la clemence ne les gagne pas, les ſermens qu'ils font au 
gouvernement ne les tient point; vous n'ignorez pas non 
plus que les deux tiers de ceux qui Etoient dans la derniere 
rebellion, Etotent des ers qui avoient EtE dans Vavant der- 
nière, et qui ne-jouifloient de leurs vies, et de leurs biens, 
queen vertu de indulgence et du pardon du feu roi. Plu- 
ſieurs meme avoient des charges, pour leſquelles ils avoient 
prètè ſerment de fideElite, qui ne les retint pourtant pas, 
des que le tocſin de la rebellion fut fonne. Le nom meme 
de * , ajouta-t-il, car je fus oblige de lui dire le nom, 
implique rebellion de pere en fils: vous ſaviez tout cela 
auſſi bien que moi, et les menees ſecrettes de ces meſſieurs, 
pendant que vous Etiez dans les affaires; jugez donc s'il 
convient, ou à la ſarete, ou à la dignitè du gouvernement, 
d'en etre une ſeconde fois la duppe? Je me trouvai, ma- 
dame, dans la nëceſſitè de convenir de la verite de tout ce 
qu'il me diſoit, puiſqu'il n'ignoroit pas que je ſavois que 
tout ce qu'il me diſoit Etoit tres- vrai. Te vous dirai, de 
plus, que tous ces rebelles fugitifs chez vous et ailleurs, 
prennent datte ſeulement de la rebellion publique, ſe flat- 
tant que le gouvernement ignore leurs cabales, et leurs ſe- 
cretes mentes du depuis; au lieu que, tout au contraire, il 
en eſt parfaitement informs. Il voit les deux tiers de leurs 
lettres; ils ſe trahiſſent les uns les autres, et J'ai eu ſou- 
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4 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 
once, ſome to try. to make his peace with government, 
and others to the pretender, to afſure him it was but a 
feigned reconciliation, the better to promote his cauſe. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe circumſtances, Iam ſorry I can 
be of no ſervice to a perſon you wiſh well to. 


I have writ, and indeed from the bottom of my heart, 
a letter of thanks to abbe Sallier, whom I love and ret 
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LETTER I. 
10 THE S AME. 


London, Sept. 25, O. S. 1756. 


N ſpite of my promiſes, madam, not to ſaddle you 
with my countrymen, here is one whom I take the 
iberty to recommend to you. Don't be afraid, don't be 
preſently angry, and I dare fay you will thank me hereat- 
ter. It is the earl of Huntingdon, one of the firſt peers 
of England, whoſe family is celebrated in the moft ancient 
records, His merit and talents are at leaſt equal to his 
deſcent; he is diſtinguiſhed from all our young nobility 
by his profound erudition ; in ſhort, he wants nothing to 
make him perfect, but what he will acquire with you, 
better than any where elſe, I mean an acquaintance with 
the polite world, I will venture to add one merit more, 
which I flatter myſelf he will have in your opinion, which 
is that of being my particular friend, He looks upon me 
as his father, and I conſider him as my adopted ſon. I 
therefore earneſtly beg, madam, you will protect, encou- 
rage, and even adviſe him. He has too much diſcern- 
ment not to be ſenſible of the value of your friendſhip, 
and too much feeling ever to forget it. To ſam up all in 
one word, he will ſoon be what his ſecond father is now, 
your very faithful ſervant, | 8 
„ 15 CHESTERFIELD. 
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vent entre mes mains, en meme tems, les lettres du m&me 
homme, les unes pour tacher de faire ſa paix avec le gou- 
vernement, et les autres au pretendant, pour Paſſurer que 
ce n'etoit qu'une reconciliation ſimulee, pour ètre plus en 
£tat de le ſervir. Malgré tout cela, je ſuis fache de ne 
pouvoir pas &tre utile à une perſonne, à qui vous vous in- 
tEreſlez. | 33 ; 

Jai Ecrit, et en véritè du fond de mon coeur, une let- 
tre de remercimens a Iabbe- Sallier, que j aime, et que je 


reſpecte. 


LR r. 
A LA M EME. 


| A Londres, ce 25 Sept. V. S. 1750. 

N depit de mes promeſſes, madame, de ne vous 
point endoſſer mes compatriotes, en voici un que je 
prends la liberté de vous recommender. Au reſte, ne 
craignez rien, ne vous en fachez pas d'abord, et j'oſe dire 
que vous m'en ſaurez gre apres. C'eſt monſieur le comte 
de Huntingdon, un des premiers pars d'Angleterre, et 
dont la famille eſt celèbre dans les plus anciennes chroni- 
ques. Son merite et ſes talens Egalent au moins ſa naiſ- 
ſance ; une Erudition profonde le diſtingue de toute notre 
jeune nobleſſe; enfin, il ne lui manque, pour la perfection, 
que ce qu'il trouvera chez vous, mieux que par tout ail- 
leurs, c'eſt- a- dire du monde. Joſe ajouter un autre me- 
rite qu'il aura, je me flatte, aupres de vous, c'eſt celui 
d' etre particulièrement de mes amis. Il me regarde com- 
me ſon pere, et je le conſidère comme mon fils adoptif: 
je vous Gpplie donc, madame, tres-inſtamment de vouloir 
bien le protéger, l' encourager, et meme le conſeiller. 11 
a trop de diſcernement pour ne pas connoitre d' abord tout 
le prix de votre amitie, et trop de ſentimens pour jamais 
Poublier ; et pour tout dire, il ſera bientòt à votre 6gard, 
ce qu'eſt à preſent ſon père adoptif, et votre très- fidèle 
ſerviteur, 5 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTRE 
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3 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 
LET TIN U. 


TO THE SAM B. 


Bath, Nov. 1, O. S. 1780. 


1 Expect, madam, you ſhould give me credit for the 
ſilence I have kept ſo long, from mere ſtrength of 
mind, in ſpite of the expoſtulations of my heart, which 
often murmured at it, and was continually wanting to ſay 
ſomething to you. This is the caſe: towards the latter 
end of autumn, my head-aches, giddineſs, and, in ſhort, 
all the ills that can plague a head, conſpired to demoliſh 
mine; and I am ſure much leſs would have done it. In 
this ſtate, that head, which well knows the reſpect it owes 
to yours, and which at beſt is very unfit to face it, wiſely 
determined to conceal itſelf till better times. Thoſe bet. 
ter times are come at laſt. I have brought that head to 
this place, it's conſtant refuge, and have mended it tole- 
rably, by drinking; don't miſtake me, I mean water- 
drinking. Here then it comes, and once more reſpeCt- 
fully bows to yours; that is to fay, I am much better. 
and able to repeat to you the aſſurances of my eſteem and 
friendſhip, which are proof againſt all the ills in the world. 
So you have found means, as I made no doubt but you 
would, to keep lady Hervey at Paris: you are in the 
right, and fo is ſhe. Her letters are ſo many encomiums 
upon France and the French, to ſuch a degree as even to 
be injurious to us. She has the pleaſure of ſeeing. you 
often, that alone would be ſufficient to make me ſay as 
much or more. I do not wiſh, however, to be ſo often the 
topic of your converſations; for, though you may both 
be ever ſo much prejudiced in my favour, you both know 
me too well not to introduce many b«ts into thoſe conver- 
ſations; whereas I had much rather have each ſeparate] 
ſpeak of me to thoſe who do not know me, and then each | 
might ſafely, and I flatter myſelf would, ſtretch a little 
beyond truth to my advantage. 

Your pupil is at preſent in France, roving about Lan- 
guedoc, Provence, Dauphiny, &c. He will have the 
honour of paying his court to you before Chriſtmas. He 

| goes 
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LETTRE LL 


A LA ME MT, 


A Bath, 1 Nov. V. S. 1750. 
ENE Z-moi compte, madame, d'un ſilence que j ai 
garde longtems par la force de mon eſprit, en de- 
pit des mouvemens de mon cœur, qui en murmuroit ſou- 
vent, et qui à tous momens vouloit vous dire deux mots. 
Voici le cas; vers la fin de Pautomne, mes vertiges, mes 
migraines, et enfin tout ce qui peut dEſoler une tete, s' uni- 
rent pour accabler la mienne; il ne lui en falloit ſarement 
pas tant. Sur ces entrefaites, cette tète, qui fait bien le 
reſpe& qu'elle doit à la vorre, et qui meme quand elle eſt 
au mieux, ſoutient fort mal ce vis-a-vis, prit ſagement le 
parti de ſe cacher, en attendant mieux. Ce mieux eſt à 
la fin venu; j'ai porte cette tete ici, fa reſſource ordinaire, 
je Pai rEtablie tellement quellement A force de boire, ces 
eaux $'entend. La voici donc qui revient, et qui ſe prẽ- 
ſente derechef très-reſpectueuſement à la votre, c'eſt-i- 
dire que je ſuis beaucoup mieux, et en état de vous reitE- 
rer les aa des des ſentimens d' eſtime et d'amitie, qui 
ſont à l'epreuve de tous les maux du monde. | 
Vous avez donc trouvé le moyen, comme je n'en dou- 
tois point, de garder madame d'Hervey tout l'hiver à Pa- 
ris: vous avez raiſon, elle auſſi. Ses lettres ſont autant 
d'eloges de la France, et des Francois, au point meme de 
de nous &tre injurieuſes. Elle a ſouvent le plaiſir de vous 
voir, cela ſeul me ſuffiroit pour en dire autant, ou d'avan- 
tage. Au reſte, je ne ſouhaite pas d' etre ſi ſouvent le ſu- 
jet de vos converſations, puiſque, quelque prèvenues que 
vous ſoyez toutes les deux en ma faveur, vous me con- 
noiſſez toutes les deux trop bien, pour qu'il n' entre point 
bien des mais dans ces converſations; au lieu que j'aime- 
rois mieux que chacune parlat de moi ſepareèment à des 
gens qui ne me connoiſſent pas, et alors chacune pourroit, 
et je me flatte bien qu'elle le voudroit, mentir impunE- 
ment à mon avantage. 
Votre Eleve eſt actullement en France, rodant en Lan- 
guedoc, Provence, Dauphine, &c. Il aura l'honneur de 
vous faire fa cour avant noel. Il cherche les 8 a 
Faris; 
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goes to Paris to look for the graces; I told him where he 


would find them; if you think I miſinformed him, be fo 


good, madam, as to direct him to their abode; at leaſt ] 
dealt honeſtly with him 

I learn from Berlin, that Voltaire has bid adieu ta 
France for ever, and ſettled in the new reſidence of the 
muſes, under the Auguſtus, and at the ſame time the 
Mzcenas of the North; but, it muſt be confeſſed, he 
has ſhewn more than poetical art in the bargain he hag 
made with that prince; for he has got the chamberlain's 
golden key, the order of friendſhip, five thouſand crowns 
down, and as much a year for life, two thouſand of 
which are ſettled upon his niece, if ſhe ſurvives him, 
Theſe terms ſavour more of one of the mountains of Peru, 


than of the hill of Parnaſſus. He has already acked his 


Cicero there, by way of an appeal from the poetical triby- 
nal of France to that of Berlin, and your decree has been 
reverſed; but you have ſo many wits at Paris, that you 
will not miſs him. The very ladies ſupply the loſs of 
him. Madame de Graffigny's pathetic play is excellent 
in its kind, and I aſſure you madame du Boccage's & Mil- 
ton has great merit. She has abridged it conſiderably, 
but with judgment; and her tranſlation of Pope's Temple 
of Fame is amazingly accurate. Good night, madam, 


P r w 
LET TER UA 
TO THE SAM R. 


Bath, Nov. 5, O. S. 1750. 


UR laſt letters, madam, have croſſed each other, 
I received yours two days after I had ſent mine, ſo 
that my vindication was on the road at the ſame time as 
my accufation. This, therefore, ſhall only contain my 
thanks for taking notice of my filence, which neither me- 
rited your regret nor your reproaches. 8 
"71; at 


The comedy of Cenie, which was uncommonly well received at Pa- 
ris, and might have been equally ſo in London, if it had not been great- 
ly altered for the worſe in the tranſlation under the title of Eugenia. 

$ That amiable lady, whoſe poetical talents ate ſufficiently known, 
was then juſt returned from a trip ſhe had taken over England and Hol- 
land, accompanied by her huſband, a gentleman of great knowledge and 

| ; merit. 
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Paris; je lui ai mande ou il les trouveroit, ft vous croyez 
que je m'y ſuis trompt, ayez la bonte, madame, de lui 
indiquer leur demeure, au moins j'en ai agi de bonne foi 
avec lui. 
Fapprends de Berlin que Voltaire a dit un adieu per- 
pEtual à la France, et s' eſt Etabli dans le nouveau ſejour 
des muſes, ſous l' Auguſte, et en meme tems le MEcene 
du Nord; mais il faut avouer auſſi, qu'il a montre plus 
que de Part poëᷣtique dans le march qu'il a fait avec ge 
prince; car il a la clef d'or de chambellan, Vordre de l'a- 
mitiè, cinq mille Ecus d' entre, et autant de rente viagere, 
dont deux mille, en cas de ſa mort, ſont ſubſtitutes ſur ſa 
niece. Ces conditions ſentent plus une des montagnes du 
Perou, que celle du Parnaſſe. II y a d&ja joue ſon Ciceron 
par appel, comme d'abus, du tribunal poëtique de la France 
a celui de Berlin, et votre arrèt y a &t6 cafle; mais vous 
avez tant de beaux eſprits a Paris, que vous ne vous reſ- 
ſentirez pas de la perte de celui-ci Les dames mme 
vous en dẽdommagent. La comẽ die pathetique de ma- 
dame de Graffigny eſt excellente, dans ce goũt-A, et le 
Milton de madame du Boccage a, je vous en aſſure, beau- 
coup de mérite. Elle Pa beaucoup abregs, mais avee 
jugement; eta traduction du Temple de la renommee de 
Pope eſt d'une exactitude ẽtonnante. Bon ſoir, madame. 
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LET TRE LN. 
A LA MEME, 


A Bath, ce 5 Nov. V. S. 1950. 


Os dernieres lettres ſe ſont croiſees, madame, Pai 

regu la votre deux jours après avoir envoyè la mi- 
enne; de fagon que ma juſtification trottoit en meme tems 
que mon accuſation. Celle-ci ne ſera done qu'un remer- 
ciment de Vattention que vous avez bien voulu faire a mon 


ſilence, qui ne meritoit pas vos regrets, ou vos reproches. 


merit. Seven years after, ſhe took another journey to Italy, and ſtayed 
ſeveral months in Rome, where ſhe was received and careſſed by the late 
pope Lambertini and his worthy friend cardinal Paſſionei, as ſhe had been 
in London by the judges of genius and wit, and in particylar by lord Cbeſ- 
terfield. The intereſting account of her expedition, which was 1 pou 

at Lon- 


by herſelf at Paris, was fince tranſlated into Engliſh, and printe 
don in 1770. 


not how to give but to more tender ſentiments. I reall 
truſt to you alone, to make the fortune of that being which 
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That bond of our intercourſe, that child, in ſhort, the 
object of thoſe expreſſions, which might appear ſuſpicious 
to any who ſhould have the curioſity to open our letters, 
will ſoon have the honor of paying his reſpects to you. 
He will ſtand in much greater need of your aſſiſtance, than 
if thoſe ſuſpicions were well grounded : ſuch a birth would 
have made full half my care needleſs. I beg, madam, 
you will ſupply this want by yours, and at leaſt make him 
worthy of ſuch a birth, as would have made him more 
worthy of your care. You are able to do it, you who 
are capable of giving that to friendſhip, which others know 


| commit to you; others will be civil to him, will ay 
handſome things of him, but will not much trouble their 
heads about the reſt. He would remain juſt what he is 
now; and at his age, if he does not get forward, he muſt 
go backward : but I am very ſure you will act quite other- 
wiſe. You will tell him of his faults with that authority, 
which always accompanies the juſtneſs of your remarks, 
and the manner of your delivering them. He muſt needs 
be aukward and ſhy. Germany does not give the graces, 
and Italy but little more. They are only to be acquired 
in the good companies of Paris; therefore you muſt not 
only permit but command him to frequent your houſe in 
the evening, whenever it ſuits you to admit him, and, to 
get rid of him yourſelf ſometimes, thruſt him into other 
companies; this will be putting a very pleaſing, and a 
very advantageous, conſtraint upon him. He certainly 
has a great fund of learning; whether he has wit I know 
not; but this I know, that if he has, you will put the fi- 
niſhing hand to his accompliſhments, by giving him the 
carriage and the graces, that are an ornament to the beſt 
characters, and in ſome meaſure atone for the defects of 
the worſt, In the common run of the world, how many 
people do we ſee, who only make their way under favour 
of their manners, whilſt others, with great and folid merit, 
never can advance without that ſame addreſs! Mere learn- 
ing will not do it; it is the je ne ſais quoi that ſets it off; 
none but ſavages wear jewels in the rough. 

| Adieu, 
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Ce lien de notre commerce, cet enfant enfin, Vobjet 
qui a donnẽ lieu aux termes, qui pourrotent Etre ſuſpects 
aux curieux qui ouvriroĩent nos lettres, aura bientòt Phon- 
neur de vous faire ſa cour. Il aura bien plus beſoin de 
votre ſecours, qu'il n' en auroit eu, s'il efit EtE l'objet d'un 
ſoupgon bien fondẽ: une telle naiſſance auroit rendu une 
bonne moitiẽ de mes ſoins inutiles. Suppleez, madame, 
a ce defaut par les votres, et rendez le au moins digne 
d'une naiſſance, qui Vauroit rendu plus digne de vos ſoins. 
Vous le pouvez, vous qui Etes capable de donner à Pamitis, 
ce que les autres ne ſavent donner qu'a des ſentimens plus 
vifs. Reellement je compte ſur vous uniquement, pour 
faire la fortune de cet itre que je vous remets; les autres 
lui feront des politeſſes, m' en diront du bien, mais ſe ſou- 
cieront très-· peu au fond du reſte. Il en ſeroit preciſement 
on il en eſt actuellement, et A cet age, c'eſt reculer que 
de ne pas avancer : mais je ſuis bien ſtir que vous en agi- 
rez d'une toute autre fagon. Vous lui direz ſes defauts 
avec cette autoritẽ, qui accompagne toujours la juſteſſe de 
votre critique, et la maniere avec laquelle vous la ferez. 
Il faut nëceſſairement qu'il foit gauche, et embaraſle. 
L'Allemagne ne donne pas les graces, et l'Italie ne les 
donne guères plus. Ce n'eſt que dans les bonnes compag- 
nies à Paris qu'on les peut acquerir : permettez lui donc, 
non ſeulement, mais ordonnez lui de frequenter votre mai- 
ſon les ſoirges, c eſt- a- dire quand il n'y ſera pas de trop, 
et pour vous en ſoulager quelquefois, fourrez le dans d' au- 
tres compagnies; ce ſera une contrainte bien douce, et 
bien avantageuſe pour lui. Il a ſurement un tres-grand 
fond de ſavoir; je ne ſais sil a de Peſprit, mais je ſais bien 
que $'il en a, vous mettrez le comble à ſon caractère en 
lui donnant les manières, et les graces, qui ornent les meil- 
leurs caractères, et qui expient en quelque facon les fautes 
des plus mauvais. Dans le train ordinaire du monde, com- 
bien de gens ne voyons- nous pas, qui ne fe ſauvent qu' en 
faveur de leurs manieres, et d'autres qui, avec un merite 
tres-ſolide, ne ſe font pas jour, faute de ces manieres. On 
a beau ſavoir, c'eſt le je ne ſais quoi, qui le fait valoir; 
il n'y a que les ſauvages qui portent les pierres précieuſes 


brutes, | 
Adieu, 
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Adieu, madam; I ſhall leave this place in three days, 
and the next news you have from your humble ſervant will 
be from London. 


. ——————— 


LETTER Lu. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 5, O. S 1950. 


OW flattering would your accuſations of wit, ele- 
H verneſs, and perſpicuity be, madam, if they were 
ut well grounded ! If that were the caſe, I ſhould gladly 
plead guilty, and ſhould make no defence, for fear of be- 
ing acquitted ; but what alarms me is, your menaces in 
conſequence of my ſuppoſed crimes. You will alter the 
ſtyle of your letters — do not, for God's ſake, it would be 
too gregt a loſs to us both, Don't go and take up the 
faſhionable wit, but be cantent with your own, which I 
can afſure you will never go out of faſhion. Carats are 
now the taſte, becauſe they come cheap, and are ſet in a 
thouſand whimſical forms; but they never could baniſh 
the faſhion of good large diamonds, which their own intrin- 


| fic value has ſupported hitherto, and will always ſupport. 


However, if you are determined to exchange your own 
for modern wit, I beg it asa favour that you will give your 
old to your pupil. If he has any himſelf, he will be well 
ſatisfied with yours; and if he has none, let others take 
the trouble of infuſing theirs ; you would loſe your labour, 
and he would not think himſelf obliged to you. 

You fay very right, that we muſt be what we are; and 
this is ſo true, that do what we will, we ſhall always re- 
main ſo in the main ; the materials will ſtill be the ſame. 
The workmanſhip may be varied, we may ſhape it into 
new forms, but when we have done all, if it is lead, it 
will ſtill be lead ; and if we attempt to give it the brilliancy 
of gold, we make it appear ridiculous; that ponderous 
matter will not admit of it. As for external manners, ſoci- 
ability and politeneſs, I believe they may be acquired by 
1 uſe, 
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Adieu, madame, je pars d'ici en trois jours; et ce ſera 
de Londres que vous aurez les premieres nouvelles de vo- 
tre tres-humble ſerviteur. | | 


_ —— — 


— 


LETTRE Il. 
ALA Maus 


A Londres, ce 9 Dee. V. S. 1730. 


UE vos accuſations d'efprit, d'habilete, et de nettete 
ſeroient flatteuſes, madame, ſi elles Etoient fondees ! 
Ence cas-Ia, je paſſerois volontiers condamnation, et je ne 
m'en defendrois point, de peur d' etre abſous; mais ce ſont 
les menaces que vous me faites, en conſtquence de mes 
crimes ſuppoſes, qui m'allarment. Vous voulez changer 
le ſtyle et le ton de vos lettres au nom de Dieu n'y 
changez rien, nous y perdrions trop tous les deux. N'allez 
pas prendre Peſprit a la mode, mais contentez vous de 
celui que vous avez, et dont je vous aſſure que la mode 
ne paſſera jamais. Les carats ſont, il eſt vrai, à la mode, 
c'eſt qu'ils ne coutent pas beaucoup, .et on les met en 
mille figures fantaſtiques, mais ils n'ont pu bannir la mode 
des bons gros diamans, que leur valeur intrins&que a ſou- 
tenus juſqu'ici, et ſoutiendra toujours: mais en tout cas, 
ſi vous voulez changer votre eſprit, pour prendre celui de 
la nouvelle fabrique, je vous demande en grace de vouloir 
bien donner votre vieux a votre ẽleève. S'il en a lui-m&me, 
il ſe contentera bien du votre, et sil n'en a pas, laiſſez aux 
autres le ſoin de lui en donner du leur; vous y perdriez 
vos peines, et il ne vous en tiendroit pas compte. ; 
Vous avez bien raiſon de dire qu'il faut etre ce qu'on 
eſt; cela eſt ſi vrai que, quelque choſe que Yon faſſe, on 
le ſera toujours au fond, la matière reſtera toujours la 
meme. On en peut varier la facon, et y donner quelques 
nouveaux contours; mais, on a beau faire, ft c'eſt du 
plomb, ce ne ſera que du plomb; vouloir lui donner le 
brillant de Por, c'eft lui donner un ridicule, cette lourde 
matiere nen eſt pas ſuſceptible, Pour les manieres ext- 
rieures, le liant, la politeſſe, je crois qu'on les peut acquerir 
par Puſage; pourvu, qui'l y ait un certain fond de ſens 
commun, 
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uſe, if there be but a certain fund of common ſenſe; ſince 
we ſo frequently ſee them conceal, nay ſometimes adorn, 
little minds and great defects: at leaſt you will carry your 
pupil to the beſt ſchools for learning them. Introduced 
by you, he muſt. be a moſt incorrigible dunce if he does 
not learn them. I reckon, in a fortnight, he will have 
the honour of paying his court to you, as he is actually 
upon the road from Provence to Paris. 

I have been trying for theſe two years to get ſome of 
thoſe large Iriſh dogs; but the breed is grown —_— 
ſcarce, by the extinction of their enemies the wolves. 
had two ſent me half a year ago, which I intended for 
the prince of Conti, but I diſcovered there was a mixture 
of the Daniſh breed, which made them clumſy, ſo I ſent 
them back again. I expect ſome ſoon of the right ſort, 
and ſhall do myſelf the honour to ſend them over im- 
mediately to his highneſs. In the mean time I beg you 
will ſend orders to ſomebody at Calais to receive them, 
and let me know who I am to direct them to. I ſhall al- 
ways be glad to be of any ſervice to a prince of his merit. 


— — 


= 4. I 9 4 
- TO THE SAME. 


A T laſt, madam, here is your future pupil, whom I 
have the honour to preſent to you. I do not very 

well know what ſort of a preſent I make you. I only 
know that, whatever he may be now, you have it in your 
power to make him. what he ought to be for the future. 
Some examples there are, which are more inſtructive than 
all the precepts in the world. As you are determined to 
have no boys of your own, I intreat you to adopt mine, 
at leaſt fora while. Adoption is of far greater conſequence 
than the bringing of children into the world, which is ſaid 
to be all a chance. I have no ambitious views for your 
pupil; I do not wiſh him to conquer provinces, but only 
to win hearts, to be polite and amiable, to have the ſen- 
timents 


5 - *. 
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commun, puis qu'on les voit ſi ſouvent couvrir, et m&me 
quelquefois orner de petits eſprits, et de grands defauts: 
au moins vous menerez votre Eleve aux bonnes Ecoles pour 
les apprendre. Introduit par vous, il faut qu'il ſoit une 
bete des plus indociles, sil ne les apprend pas. Je compte 
qu'en quinze jours d' ici il aura Phonneur de vous faire fa 
cour, Etant actuellement ſur la route de Provence à Paris. 

Il y a deux ans que je tache d'avoir de ces gros chiens 
d'Irlande, dont la race y eſt devenue extremement rare, 
par l'extinction de leurs ennemis les loups. On m'en en- 
voya deux il y a ſix mois, que je deſtinois pour monſieur 
le prince du Conti, mais je dEcouvris qu'il y avoit un me- 
lange de Danois, qui les avoit Epaiſſis, de ſorte que je les 
renvoyai. J en attends bientòt des veritables, que j aurai 
'honneur d' envoyer d'abord à ſon alteſſe; en attendant, 
je vous prie d' envoyer vos ordres à quelqu'un à Calais pour 
les recevoir, et faites moi ſavoir à que je les y dois ad- 
dreſſer. Je ſerai toujours charmẽ de pouvoir &re bon à 
quelque choſe à un prince de ce merite. 


1 


LET TRE Iv. 


A LA MEME. 


OICI & la fin, madame, votre futur Eleve, que Jai 

honneur de vous preſenter : j ignore pourtant aſſez 
quel preſent je vous fais, je ſaites ſeulement que, quel qu'il 
puiſſe ètre actuellement, il ne tiendra qu'a vous de le 
rendre bien preſentable x Pavenir. Il y a de certains ex- 
emples qui ſont plus inſtructifs que tous les prEceptes du 
monde. Comme vous avez pris la reſolution de ne pas 
faire des gargons vous mème, adoptez pour quelque tems 
au moins, je vous en ſupplie, celui- ci; l' adoption eſt cent 
fois plus importante que la facon, qui n'eſt 2 ce quꝰ on dit 
que fortuite, Je n'ai pas des vues ambitieuſes pour votre 
Eleve; je ne demande pas qu'il gagne des provinces, je 
fouhaite ſeulement qu'il gagne des coeurs, qu'il ſoit =_ 
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timents and deportment of a man of faſhion; that is, that 
ao may adopt him, and that I may call him the little 
Stanhope. Very ſerioufly; madam, no indulgence, I be- 
ſeech you, no compliments on your part; but aſſume that 
authority with him, which is the leaſt of your claims; in 
virtue of the friendſhip you are pleaſed to honour me 
with. Let him be abſolutely under your government; it 
will be both a profitable and a delightful ſlavery. 


— — ——— — 


LETTER LV. 


TO THE SAME. 


F London, Jan. 7, O. S. 1941. 


1 AM heartily glad, madam, you are ſo well pleaſed 
with our child, as You condeſcend to call him; for my 
part I am very well ſatisfied, as long as you tell me the 
materials are good : Paris, under your auſpices and your 
direction, will do the reſt. I will not tell you what he ſays 
of you; your panegyric is not quite ſo well drawn up as 
Pliny's, but it ſeems to flow more from the heart. He 
has a deep ſenſe of your favours, and I ſee he knows the 
value of them; for he earneftly recommends it to me, to 
beg that you will be kind enough to tell him freely of his 
ſmalleſt failings. You aſk me whether I intend to truft 
him to his own diſcretion at Paris? I anſwer I do; for his 

vernor, who is a man I can rely upon, aſſures me there 
is not the leaſt danger, as he ſeems to have no vicious in- 
clinations. Where that is the cafe, I think it is beſt for a 
young man to be early accuſtomed to ſhift for himſelf, 
and not to reſt upon another. Beſides, I have never 
found that a governor facilitated his pupil's admiſſion in- 
to good company, but have often obferved that he was a 
hindrance to it, A young man is tolerated in many a 
company, where he would not be ſuffered to appear, if he 
was always attended by a grave and moroſe governor. 
Beſides, I have ſo many ſpies over him at Paris, that I 
eannot poſſibly be ignorant of his conduct for a fortnight 
together, 
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aimable et qu'il ait les ſentimens, et les manieres d'un hon- 
nete homme, c'eſt-a-dire, que vous Padoptiez, et que je 


puiſſe Pappeller le petit Stanhope, Tres ſErieuſemeHtt, ma- 
dame, point de mEnagemens, point de politeſſes de votre 
part, mais prenez avec lui ce ton d' autoritè, auquel ami- 
tis dont vous m'honorez eſt le moindre de vos droits: gou- 
vernez le deſpotiquement, un tel eſclavage lui ſera auſſi 


utile qu'agreable. 


LETTRE LV. 
A LA MEME. 


A Londres, 5 Janvier, V. 8. 175m. 


E ſuis charms, madame, que vous fayez fi contente de 
notre enfant, comme vous voulez bien l'appeller; pout 
moi je ſuis content, des que vous croyez qu'il eſt du bois 
dont on en fait. Paris, ſous vos auſpices, et vos ordres, 
fera le reſte. Je ne vous dirai pas ce qu'il m'a crit ſur 
votre ſujet; votre panegirique n'y eſt pas tout A- fait ſi bien 
tournẽ que celui de Pline, mais il me paroit partir plus du 
coeur. Il eſt pEnetre de vos bontes, et je vois qu'il en con- 
noit tout le prix, car il me recommande inſtamment de 
vous ſupplier de vouloir bien lui dire naturellement juſqu'a 
ſes moindres dẽfauts. Vous me demandez, fi je compte 
de le laiſſer à Paris ſur ſa bonne foi; je vous reponds qu'oui, 
et je vous en donnerai mes raiſons. Son gouverneur, au- 
quel je puis me fier, m'aſſure qu'il n'y a pas le moindre 
riſque. Cela étant, nous voila en quelque * a Vabri 
des grands Ecueils de la jeuneſſe ; et pour le reſte, je crois 
qu'il eſt bon qu'un jeune homme 8'accoutume de bonne 
heure A ſe tirer d'affaire, et à ne pas s appuyer ſur un autre: 
d'ailleurs, je n'ai jamais va qu'un gouverneur facilitat à ſon 
eleve Ventree dans les bonnes compagnies; mais, au con- 
traire, j'ai ſouvent vil qu'ils la leur fermoient. En effet, on 
tolère bien un jeune homme dans des compagnies, ou on ne 
le ſouffrioit pas sil 6toit toujours accompagne d'un gouver- 
neur ſerieux, et rebarbaratif. De plus, j'ai tant de ſurveil- 

Vou, Ws ls 2.46 lans 
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together ; and he knows very well that the moment I hear 
of his going aſtray, I ſhall ſend for him home. 


LETTER LVL. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 24, O. 5. 1752. 


JF OUR not repenting your adoption, madam, is a 
very flattering teſtimony to * adopted ſon; for 

his part, I ſee he knows the value of it; he is ſo proud of 
it, that I ſuſpect him of being ready to throw up my 
name and take yours, according to the antient rules of ad- 
option. As to me, I conſent ; it behoves you to be upon 
our guard. I think he is in the right not to acknow- 

edge you as his governeſs, as that appellation carries along 
with it a notion of age and moroſeneſs; whereas the powers 
which ſuch a temper as yours gives to a mother, who is 
fo by adoption, are far more extenſive, and more reſpect- 
ed, than even thoſe of nature: They are obeyed with de- 
light, and conſequently with profit. I have writ to him 
to day, upon what you whiſpered in my ear yeſterday, 
but in ſuch a manner, that he cannot have the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of its coming from you“. I recommended to 
him, amongſt other things, univerſal politeneſs, and an 
attention to every body, without giving the leaſt hint as 
if I knew that he was wanting in either. I enlarge upon 
It, and adviſe him to conſult you. Be fo good then, ma- 
dam, as to inculcate that general politeneſs, which every 
well-bred man ought to have; for I am ſure what you ſay 
to him will make more impreſſion than all I could ſay, and 
ſo it ought. It is true, the manners of the world are not 
to be acquired in a day, ſome time muſt be allowed; bur 
at leaſt it is much ſooner acquired, when under ſuch di- 
rections as you are able to give, The polite circles, to 
which you have introduced him, cannot fail of giving 
him the addreſs and the manners of the beau monde. With 


That letter is wanting in the collection publiſhed by Mrs, Stanhope. 
regard 
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hans ſur lui 4 Paris, qu'il eſt impoſſible que i' ignore ſa con- 
duite quinze jours de ſuite, et il fait fort bien qu'au pre- 
mier faux pas, je le ferai revenir. | ' 
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LET TRE LVI. 
A LA MEME. 


A Londres, ce 24 Janv. V. S. 175m. 


EST un temoignage bien flatteur pour votre fils 
adoptif, que vous ne vous repentiez pas, madame. 
de ſon adoption; pour lui, je vois qu'il en connoit tout le 
prix; il s' en fait tant d'honneur, que je le ſoupgonne de 
vouloir renoncer à mon nom, pour prendre le votre, ſelon 
les anciennes regles de V'adoption. Pour moi j'y conſens. 
c'eſt à vous à @tre fur vos gardes 1a deſſus. Je trouve 
qu'il a raiſon de ne vous pas reconnoitre en titre de gou- 
vernante, les idèes d'age et de mauvaiſe humeur etant in- 
ſeparablement attach&es à ce caractère; au lieu que les 
pouvoirs que donne à une mere d'adoption, un eſprit et un 
caractère comme le votre, ſont bien plus Etendus, et plus 
reſpectẽs mème, que ceux de la nature. On y obẽèit avec 
plaiſir, et par conſequent avec fruit. Je lui ai Ecrit aujour- 
d'hui ſur le mot à l'oreille que vous m' avez dit hier; mais 
d'une fagon qu'il eſt impoſſible qu'il vous en ſoupgonne le 
moins du monde. Je lui conſeille, entre autres choſes; 
une politeſſe et des attentions univerſelles pour tout le 
monde, fans faire le moindre ſemblant de ſavoir qu'il en 
manque. Je m'etends là deſſus, et je lui recommande de 
vous conſuſter. Ayez donc la bonte, madame, de lui in- 
culquer cette politeſſe generale, que doit avoir tout hon- 
nete homme; car je ſuis (ar que ce que vous lui direz fera 
plus d' impreſſion ſur ſon eſprit, que tout ce que je pourrois . 
lui dire, et il a raiſon. L'uſage du monde ne gacquiert pas 
dans un jour, il eſt vrai, il y faut meme du tems, mais au 
moins il s acquiert bien plũtòt quand il eſt accompagne de 
conſeils tels que les votres. Les bonnes maiſons, on vous 
Vavez place, lui donneront nëceſſairement les uſages, et les 
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regard to learning, the teſtimony of our abbs Sallier, which 

ou ſent me, does him great honour ; I join my wiſhes to 
bis, or rather, it would be the ſummit of mine, to ſee 
him think as you do. 1 beg, madam, you will tell our 
abbe, from me, all I ought to ſay myſelf, upon his at- 
tentions, civilities, and friendſhip; it will give him more 
pleaſure, and do me more honour, than if I were to 


put him to the charge of poſtage, and not do it half fo 
well. | | 


_ 


LETTER LV. 
TO THE SAME, 


| London, Feb. 7, O. S. 1751. 
O you will have it your pupil has talents; I do not 
pretend to diſpute it, for I really believe he has; but 
if they are not ſet off by good breeding, politeneſs, atten- 
tions, and all thoſe little external graces which are ſo plea- 
ſing, and ſo neceſſary, they become in a manner uſeleſs, 
and no great advantage will accrue to the owner. 
A man of merit and learning will meet with ref; 
and eſteem; but that is not enough: the buſineſs is to pleaſe, 
and there is no pleaſing without being agreeable and grace- 
ful. This is what I repeat to him in all my letters: he 
ſeems to be thoroughly convinced of it, he has the beſt of 
models daily before his eyes, for I believe he hardly paſſes 
a day without ſeeing you; and if, after all this, he is not 
an accompliſhed young man, he muſt be ſtrangely out of 
luck. Pray, madam, tell me freely, do you find him 
improved "gr he is at Paris? Does he grow a little more 
of the gentleman? Has Marcel given him a better carriage? 
And does he begin to take a tincture of the good compa- 
nies that have done him the favour-to admit him, and to 
bear with him ? If he has gained ground, he will advance 
more and more; but if*he be ſtill juſt as he was when 


he firſt came to Paris, I ſhall deſpair, notwithſtanding all 
the pains yon take. He places ſo much confidence in 
more 


effect 


you, that what you ſay will have a thouſand times 
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manieres du beau monde. Du cdtE du ſavoir, le tẽmoign- 
age que vous m' avez envoys de notre abbe Sallier lui eſt 
bien glorieux ; je joins mes vœux aux ſiens, ou pour mieux 
dire, ce feroit le comble des mens, de le voir penſer com- 
me vous. Je vous ſupplie, madame, de dire à notre ahbe 
de ma part, tout ce que je devrois lui dire moi-mEme, ſur 
ſes attentions, ſa politeſſe, ſon amitie ; il en aura plus de 
plaiſir, et j'en aurai plus d'honneur, que ſi je lui faiſois 
payer le port d'une lettre pour le lui dire beaucoup moin 

en. | 2 e | | 
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I. ET TRE LVI. 


A LA MEME. | | 
* 5 A Londres, ce 7 Fev, V. S. 1781. 
O US voulez abſolument que votre ve ait du fond; 
V je le veux bien, et je le crois mème; mais ſi ce fond 
n'eſt pas ornẽ par les manieres, la politeſſe, les attentions, 
et toutes ces petites graces ext6rieures, qui ſont ſi aima- 
bles, et ſi neceſſaires, il devient aſſez inutyle, et ne rendrs 
gueres au proprietaire. 8 
On ſe fait reſpecter et eſtimer par un fond de merite, et 
d'ẽrudition; mais cela ne ſuffit pas, il faut plaire, et on ne 
plait que par les agremens et les graces. C'eſt le langage 
que je lui tiens dans toutes mes lettres; il me paraſt en 
ſentir tout le vrai, il a tous les jours devant les yeux le 
meilleur modele, car je crois qu'il ne manque gueres un 
jour de vous voir, et ſi à la fin, avec tout cela, il ne ſe 
forme point, meme malgre lui, il faut qu'il jous dun fu- 
rieux malheur. Dites- moi naturellement, madame, je 
vous en prie, lui trouvez vous du mieux à cet 6gard de- 
puis qu'il eſt à Paris? Se fait- il peu - a- peu? Marcel lui a- 
t· il donnẽ un peu meilleur air ? et cammenceat-1l à pren- 
dre la couleur de ces bonnes compagnies, qui ont bien 
voulu le recevoir et le tolerer? Si'l a gagné du terrein, il 
avancera toujours; mais il en eſt encore preciſẽment la 
ou il en Etoit 2 ſon arrivee à Paris, j'en deſeſpererai, non- 
obſtant tous vos ſoins. Il a un telle confiance en vous, 
que 
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effect upon him, than all my lefſons. He doats on you, 
almoſt to adoration, and you may well imagine I encou+. 
rage that diſpaſition; fo don't be ſo gentle with him, but 
reprove hiin for the leaſt thing you ſee amiſs. As to the 
little ſecret he has entruſted you with, relative to his ex- 
pences, I muſt tell you 1 had left him at full liberty up- 
on that article, with orders to draw upon me freely, for 
whatever was neoeſſary, or even decent; but, fince he 
chuſes rather to be at a certainty, and that you are af ce 
ſarne opinion, to accuſtom him to a certain zegettſrity in 
his expences, I have no objection to it, upon condition 
that you will name the ſum that you think will be ne- 
ceſſary. For inftance, ſhall i allow him a thouſand, fif- 
teen hundred, or two thouſand hvres a month? As, on 
the one hand, I would not have him launch out into need- 
leſs and frivolous expences; fo, on the other, I would not 
have him be in want of money to make a creditable figure. 
If you rate his expences, for inſtance, at fifteen hundred 
livres a month, 1 would not, between you and me, be un- 
derſtood to mean that he ſhould never exceed that ſum, in 
a caſe of neceſſity; for 1 would not, out of an ill-judged 
parſimony, deprive him of the real advantages ariſing from 
a certain freedom in his expences. Do me the favour, 
madam, to tell me what you think his ftated allowance 
mould be, and he ſhall have it, with this proviſo, that we 
ſhall not fall out for a little more now and then. 
The abbe de la Ville's letter is certainly very: flattering 
for me; I have loved him, though an enemy, and as ſuch 1 
eſteemed him enough to fear him; but ſince we have been 
allowed to be friends, I have retained the fame ſentiments 
for him, refined from that allay which is inſeparable from 
fear.” I beg, madam, you wilt preſent my beſt compli- 
ments to him when you fee him. I hope his merit and 
talents wil be as wall revnrtia as they are known, in the 
country from whence he dates his letter. To conclude, 
aſk yourfelf what 1 ought to be to you; and be aſſured, 


madam, that I am ſo. 
LETTER 


: 
: 
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que tout ce que vous lui direz fera cent fois plus d'effet ſur 
lui, que toutes mes legons; gela va preſque à Vadoration, 
et vous jugez bien que j encourage cette diſpoſition. N'y 
allez donc plus fi doucement, et ne lui paſſez pas la moin- 
dre choſe. Par rapport à la petite confidence qu'il vous a 
faite au ſujet de ſa depenſe, je vous dirai que je lui avois 
donne carte blanche ſur cet article, avec ordre de ne me 
pas mẽnager, en tout ce qui ſeroit neceſſaire, ou meme 
degent ; mais puiſqu' il aime mieux ſavoir A quoi 8'en tenir, 
et que vous etes auſſi de ſon avis, pour Paccoutumer 2 
une ſorte de regle dans ſa depenſe, je le veux bien, à con- 
dition que vous fixiez la ſomme n&ceflaire, par mois. Par 
exemple, voulez-vous mille, quinze cens, ou deux mille 


francs par mois? D'un còte, je ne voudrois pas lui fournir | 


pour une dépenſe inutile et frivole, et de Yautre, je ne 
voudrois pas quil manquat d' argent pour faire une dẽpenſe 
honorable ; ſi vous fixez, par exemple, fa depenſe en gros 
à quinze cens livres par mois, je n'entends pas, entre nous, 
qu'en cas de beſoin il n'aille pas au dela; car je ne veux 
point, par une Epargne deplacee, le priver d aucun des 
avantages reels qui accompagnent une certaine deEpenſe 
honnete: ayez la bonte donc, madame, de me dire la 
ſomme que vous jugez à propos que je lui nomme, bien 
entendu toujours, que nous ne nous brouillerons pas ſur un 
petit excEdent de tems en tems. 6 u ph <? 
La lettre de Pable de la Ville eſt aſſurẽment bien flat- 
teuſe pour moi; je Pai aimE quoi qu'ennemi, et comme 
tel, je Pai eſtime aſſez pour le craindre; mais depuis qu'il 
nous a EtE permis d'etre bons amis, j'ai conſerve. pour lui 
les memes ſentimens, Epures de cet alliage, qu' y met tou- 
jours la crainte. Faites-Jui, je vous en ſupplie, madame, 
mille complimens de ma part quand vous le verrez. Peſ- 
pere que dans le paĩs d'ou il datte fa lettre, ſon meErite et 
ſes talens ſont auſſi bien recompenſes, qu'ils y doivent etre 
connus: pour finir, demandez vous à vous-meme ce que 
je vous dois &tre, et ſoyez perſuade, madame, que je le 
luis, | | | | £943. 455.7 


LETTRE 
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LETTER LIII. 
TO THE SAME, 


London, Feb. 25, O. 8. 1581. 


OBODY in the world, beſides yourſelf, knows 
how to combine the true and ſolid duties with the 
rnamentals of friendſhip. Others, from ſelfiſh motives, 
too often facrifice the former to the latter; they ſuppreſs 
what they ought to ſay, for fear of ſaying what will dif. 
pleaſe, thongh it be ever ſo neceſfary it ſhould be known. 
You, madam, on the contrary, acquit yourſelf of the true 
gaties ef friendſhip, by unfolding the truth, be it ever ſa 
unpalatable, rather than ſuffer your friend to remain igno- 
rant of an evil, which, perhaps, may be remedied now, 
but, in a ſhort time, might become incurable. In the 
picture you have fent me, which J am certain is very like 
the original, there are ſome ftrokes that ſhock me exceed- 
ty, quite disfigure the whole, though ſome of the fea- 
tures are good. | am fadly afraid it will be a hard matter 
to mend the original. fince you have hitherto loft your 
labour, and I have laboured inceſfantly at it for theſe 
three years, and as it appears without fucceſs. I again 
fend him a very ſtrong letter on that ſubject, by this 
2 a, and, as 1 would not have you appear in it, or ſet 

im againſt you, which would be loſing the only remedy 
F have apy hopes from, I tell him, that at the ſame time 
as I received a letter from you, which was much to his 
credit, | received a very different account of him from 
a friend at Paris; and then I pretend to ſend him an ex- 
tract of that friend's letter, which contains his own picture, 
drawn from the hints you have given me; and I conclude 
with the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances, which I am ſure he will 
not fhew you. The better to put him upon a wrong ſcent, 
and to enable you to ſpeak more ſtrongly to him upon the 
ſubject, I tell him I have ſent you a copy of that picture, 
that you may tell me ſincerely whether it is like or not. 


* There is no leiter of this date in the collection juſt mentioned; that 
which comes neareſt to it, as containing an extract of a letter received 
from an impartial and diſcerning friend, is dated three weeks before, viz. 
February 4, O. S. but it differs in many particulars, Be 


— » | * 
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LETTRE LVI. 
a LA MEME. 


A Londres, ce 25 Fev. V. 8. 1751. 
L n'y a que vous au monde qui ſachiez combiner les 
vrais et ſolides devoirs, avec tous les agremens de Va- 
mitie; les autres ſacrifient, trop fouyent, par des mouve- 
mens d'amour propre, les premiers aux derniers ils ſup- 
priment ce qu'ils devroient dire, pour ne pas dire ce qui 
deplaira, quelque nèceſſaire qu'il ſoit qu'on le ſache. Vous, 
madame, au contraire, vous vous acquitez des vrais de- 
voirs de Vamitie, en decouvrant la verite, quelque déſa- 
greable qu'elle puiſſe etre, plinot que de laiſſer ignorer un 
mal, auquel peut- etre on peut trouver du remede à preſent, 
mais qui, en peu de tems, pourroit devenir incurable. II 
y a, dans le portrait que vous m'avez envoy, et qui, je 
ſuis bien ſar, eſt fort reſſemblant, des traits qui me cho- 
quent infiniment, et qui defigurent tout- - fait Vaflemblage, 
malgre d'autres bons traits qui s'y trouvent. Je crains 
meme qu'il ne foit bien difficile de corriger Poriginal, puiſ- 
que jufqu'ici vous y avez perdu vos peines, et que, de- 
puis trois ans, j'y ai travaille fans relache, et comme il pa- 
roit ſans ſuecdòs. Je lui envoye encore par cette poſte une 
lettre, mais des plus fortes, ſur ce ſujet : et pour ne vous 
pas commettre avec lui, et le refroidir a votre 6gard, ce 
qui ſeroit perdre unique remède que j eſpère, je lui dis 
qu'en mꝭme tems que je recus, de votre part, une lettre 
qui lui 6toit trés- favorable jen regus une autre d'un de 
mes amis à Paris, fur ſon ſujet, dune nature bien diffe- 
rente, dont je fais ſemblant de lui envoyer Vextrait ; apres 
cela je lui fals ſon portrait, ſur les mEmoites” que vous 
m'ayez fournis, et je finis par des remontrances les plus 
fortes, qu'il n'aura garde, je crois, de vous montrer. Pour 
le dEpaiſer encore plus, et pour vous mettre en 6tat de lui 
parler encore plus fortement ſur ces matièxes, je lui dis que 
je vous ai envoy en meme tems copie de ce portrait, pour 
que vous me diſiez veritablement s'il lui reſſemble ou non. 
Ayez done la bonté, madame, de lui dire que vous avez 
regu une telle lettre de ma part, et que vous vous trou- 
vez 


5+. 
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Be ſo good then, madam, as to tell him you have receiv- 
ed ſuch a letter from me, and that you are greatly at a 
loſs how to anſwer it; that you ſee I am exaſperated at 
the bare ſuſpicion that the picture may be like him; what 
would it be if you were to confirm it? This will frighten 
him out of his wits, and at the fame time furniſh you with 
a fair opportunity of expoſtulating with him, under pre- 
tence of being loth to expoſe him to me. And, indeed, he 
is undone if he does not thoroughly mend his manners, and 


break himfelf of that propenſity to diſapprove every thing, 


of that inclination to diſpute with ſharpneſs, and to ſup- 
port his own opinion,in a peremptory manner. He may 
have good ſenſe, he may have ſomething good in him if 
you will, it is a good foil; but you know better than I, it 
is a foil that will yield very little, if it be not cultivated 
by good breeding, gentleneſs of manners, a graceful de- 
portment, a pleaſing addreſs, in ſhort, by all that diſ- 
tinguiſhes the gentleman. Indeed he is ſtill young; but 
then, conſider that for this year and a half, he has frequent- 
ed the very beſt companies in Italy, and even ſince he is at 
Paris, he ought to have improved, conſidering what good 
company he has kept for above theſe two months, not to 
mention your precepts and example. Notwithſtanding all 
this, you own, and I am ſure you make the beſt of it, 
that his progreſs is very flow; that is to ſay, that he has 
made none at all. This makes me almoſt deſpair, and if 
expect any remedy, it is from you. With regard to 
you, at leaſt, he thinks as he ought, and therefore he 


muſt wiſh to think like you in every thing elſe, To in- 


gratiate you ſtill more with him, if poſſible, I tell him it 
is at your ſolicitation that I have at laſt brought myſelf to 
bx the ſum he ſhall ſpend monthly, which he had ſo often 


wiſhed | would do, that I think fifteen hundred livres a 
month a very handſome- allowance, but that, however, 


we ſhall not fall out, if he ſhould occaſionally go as far as 
two thouſand; provided, as you adviſed me,. he does not, 
on that account aſſume an air of ſuperiority, or ſhew any 
contempt for thoſe who may have leſs. After all theſe 
Reuge you have nothing to fear, and need not ſpare 

im. Tell him freely what you ſee amiſs in him; as it 


comes from you, he will liſten patiently and attentively. 


His fortune is abſolutely in your hands; and if he mends, 1 
| | | W 


: 
: 
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vez extrergement embaraſſce ſur ce que vous me devez 
repondre;z que vous voyez bien que je ſuis outre mtme 
du ſoupgon que ce portrait lui reſſemble: que ſeroit-ce 
donc fi vous alliez conſtater cette reſſemblance? Ceci lui 
donnera l'allarme bien chaude, et en meme tems vous 
fournira une occaſion, non ſuſpecte, de lui dire les choſes 
du monde les plus fortes, ſous prerexte de mEnagemens 
pour lui vis-a-vis de moi. En effet, il eſt perdu s'il ne ſe 
corrige pas foncierement de ces mauvaiſes manieres, de 
cette pente à deſapprouver tout, et de ce penchant à diſpu- 
ter avec aigreur et empire. Qu'il ait de l' eſprit, qu'il ait 
du bon fi vous le voulez, c'eſt un bon fond; mais auſſi, 
vous ſa vez mieux que moi que c'eſt un fond qui rapporte- 
ra bien peu, vil n'eſt pas cultivè par les bonnes manitres, 
la douceur, les graces les agremens, enfin par tout ce qui 
vous diſtingue. Il eſt encore jeune, il eſt vrai; mais auſſi, 
depuis un an et demi, il a frequent tout ce qu'il y avoit 
de meilleure znie en Italie, et mème, depuis qu'il 
eſt à Paris, il auront dũ etre forme conſidẽrablement, va 
les bonnes compagnies qu'il y a frequentees depuis plus de 


deux mois, pour ne rien dire de vos preceptes,- et de votre 


exemple. Avec tout cela, vous m'avouez, et je ſuis ſtir 
que vous mettez tout au mieux, que les progres ſont bien 
lents; C eſt-à · dire qu'il n'en a point fait du tout. Ceci 


me fait preſque dẽſeſperer, et je n'attends de remède, ſi 


tant eſt que Pen attende, que de votre part. Sur votre 
ſujet, il penſe au moins comme il doit, et cela étant, il 
doit naturellement ſouhaiter de penſer comme vous ſur 
tous les autres ſujets. Pour vous mettre auſſi encore mieux 
avec lui, s'il eſt poſſible, je lui aĩ mande que c'Etoit ſim- 
plement à votre ſollicitation, que je m'erois à la fin portẽ a 
fixer la ſomme qu'il devoit dẽpenſer par mois, et qu'il avoit 
ſi ſouvent ſouhaitẽ, que je trouvois quinze cens francs par 
mois une ſomme tres-raiſonnable, mais que pourtant nous ne 
nous brouillerions pas, s'il prenoit, en cas de beſoin, juſqu'x 
deux mille ; bien entendu toujours, comme vous me l'avez 
conſeillẽ, qu'il ne prit pas pour cela un ton de ſuperiorite, * 
ou de mepris pour ceux qui n' en auroient point tant. Moy- 
ennant toutes ces circonſtances, vous n' avez rien à craindre 
en ne le pas mẽnageant; dites · lui librement ſes verites, de 
votre part il les Ecoutera patiemment et avec attention: 
la fortune eſt abſulument entre vos mains; sil ſe corrige, ce 

: ne 
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will be entirely owing to Independent of all perſonal 
fondneſs, he has ſo long bees, the ohject of my tender ſo- 
licitude, and I have ſo ſet my heart upon making ſome- 
thing good af him, that it would give me infinite concern 
ſhould I fail at laſt, which would certainly be the caſe, if, 
with good natural underſtanding, and a great ſtock of 
knowledge, he ſhould want that behaviour, which 1 is (© 
requiſite to ſet them off, 

Forgive me, madam, theſe details ; forgive the trou- 
ble I 1 you. I know you will, as I am convinced that 

jendſhip knows no bounds ; nor ſhall my gratitude 
— any, but ſhall continue to my lateſt moot 


LETTER Us 


AN THY SAME. 


London, April 11, O. $. 1781. 

EG GING your pardon, madam, it does not ap- 

pear that I have been too haſty, ſince you allow that 
my lectures have had ſome effect. With common people, 
— people of the age of your pupil, which are much alike, 
it is not amiſs to make things appear rather worſe than 
they are; and I muſt own I had made a caricature of the 
picture you ſent me, that he might ſee all his faults through 
a mieroſeope. I ſtill continue to preach upon the text 
you have given me, I hope I do not preach to as little 
purpoſe as moſt other preachers. You can judge, and 
can beſt inform me, whether | preach ſucceſsfully. Does 
he improve, does he catch the manners, the addreſs, the 
attentions, the graces of polite company? Tell me, ma- 
dam, I beg of you, whether he keeps good company, 
ther the connections he has formed wich perſons of Fu wn: own 
age are good ones, and what hanſes he frequents., moſt. 
| make no apology fer all theſe. n parry it 
is much too late, and 908 0h ſed 19 
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dela du vrai, et je vous avoue que j'avois 


des predicateurs. Vous pouvez juger, et me dire mieux 
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ge ſera que par vous. Independamment de toute tendreſſe 


perſonnelle, il a ẽtẽ ſi longtems Vobjet de mes ſoins, et je 
me ſuis tant flatte d'en faire quelque choſe de bon, qu'il 
me ſeroit tres-chagrinant d'echouer pres du port; et ce ſe- 
roit preciſement le cas fi, avec un fond d'eſprit naturel, et 
beaucoup &acquis, il lui manquoit les manieres ſi nece(- 
fires pour les faire valoir. Pardonnez- moi, madame, ces 
details, pardonnez-moi la peine que je vous donne. Je 
ſais que vous me le pardonnez, puiſque je ſais que votre 
amitiẽ n'a point de bornes; ma reconnoiſſance n'en aura 
point non plus, et ne finira qu' avec mes jours. 


— — — — 
LET TRE LIK 


A LA MEH MR. 


A Londres, 11 &Avril, V. S. 175m. 
E vous en deplaiſe, madame, il ne paroit pas que 
y aye pris la mouche trop fort, puiſque vous conve- 
nez, en meme tems, que mes mereuriales ont fait quelque 
effet. Avec le peuple, et les gens de Vage de votre Eleve, 
qui ſont très-peuple, il faut charger les _ un peu au 
ait une carica- 
tura du portrait que vous m'aviez envoye, pour qu'il vit 
ſes defauts au microſcope. . Je continue actuellement de 
precher ſur les textes que vous m'avez fournis. Jef; 
que je ne proche pas auſſi inutilement que font la plupart 


que perſonne, ſt je preche avec fruit. Se forme-t- il aux 


uſages,” prend-t-il le ton, les manieres, les attentions, les 


graces? Dites-moi, je vous en ſupplie, madame, s'il fre- 
quente les bonnes compagnies, ſi les liaiſons qu'il a formees 
avec des gens de ſon age ſont bonnes, et quelles maiſons 
il hante le plus. Je ne vous fais point d'excuſes de toutes 
ces Queſtions impertinentes; ce ſeroit trop tard, et vous y 
Etes accoutumèe. 


your having any hand in this. 
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| In our tragedy of Cato, Cato is afked whether Cæſar 
does not bluſh to do ſo and fo? Cato anſwers, 


- Cafar aſham'd? has he not ſeen Pharſalia ? 


Make the application of this to your bumble ſervant. 


As you now and then flatter me by complaining of my 
ſilence, which you ought rather to thank me for, I will 
be beforehand with you this time, and account to you for 
my not anſwering 4 honour of your laſt letter ſooner. 
You muſt know that having no further buſineſs with ter- 


reſtrial bodies, I have been amuſing myſelf with the celeſ- 


tial, and am now fo familiar with the planets, that, if you 
choſe it, I ſhould be able to give you a ſupplement to 
Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds. Do not imagine, howe- 
ver, that I preferred an intercourſe with the planets to a 
correſpondence with you; far from it; on the contrary, it 
was in order to eſtabliſh your ſtyle in this kingdom, by act 
of parliament. I had long obſerved that you dated your 
letters eleven days earlier than I did, and that I received 


them before the day of their date. I was perſuaded you 
muſt be right, and I mentioned it to ſome aſtronomers, 
who told me it was certainly ſo, and that if I inquired of 
the ſun and moon; they would not deny it; that even a 


pope ® had been of your opinion, near two hundred years 


ago, and had introduced what is called the new ſtyle. As 


a good proteſtant, | would have nothing to do with a pope; 


but I wanted to adopt your own ſtyle, the very beſt I know 
of. However, for the ſatisfaction of the public, who have 
not the honour of being acquainted with you as I am, I 
was obliged to enforce my opinion by ſome aſtronomical 


arguments. Hence I am become an aſtronomer, and it 


is a pleaſure to hear me talk of tropical years, -luni-ſolar 


years, intercalary years, &c. but at laſt your ſtyle is eſta- 


. bliſhed here. Thus it is that the public is almoſt always 


" 


ignorant of the true cauſes of events; for nobody ſuſpects 
ee e co 
Pope Gregory XIII. who in 1582 had the Julian calendar reformed, 


and gave his name to the correction. It was introduced in all the catholic, 


and fucceſſively in ſeveral of the proteſtant. countries; but was flill re- 
jected in the Britiſh dominions, as well as in the. North. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK l. LET. LIX. z 


Dans notre tragedie Angloiſe de Caton, quelqu'un de- 
mande à Caton, ſi Ceſar ne rougit pas de faire telle et telle 
choſe; Caton repond, 


Cefar rougir? n'a-t-il pas vu Pharſale? 


Faites en application à votre très- humble ſerviteuur. 
Comme vous me flattez de tems en tems, en me re- 
prochant mon ſilence, dont vous devriez platot me ſavoir 
gre, je vous previendrai cette fois ici, en vous rendant 
compte de ce qui m'a.empeche jufqu'a preſent, de rẽpon- 
dre à la derniere lettre dont vous m'avez honore; c'eſt que 
n'ayant plus à faire avec les corps terreſtres, je me ſuis 
amuſe avec les corps cëleſtes, et je me ſuis ſi bien familia- 
riſe avec les planetes, que ft vous le vouliez, je ſuis en 
Etat de vous donner un ſupplement à la pluralite des mon- 
des, Ne croyez pas, au reſte, que je preferaſſe ce com- 
merce avec les planëtes au votre; rien moins, au contraire, 
c'Etoit pour Etablir, par acte de parlement, votre ſtyle 
dans ce pais ici, J'avois remarque, depuis longtetns, que 
vous dattiez vos lettres onze jours platot que moi, et que 
je les recevois avant mème que le jour de leur datte fut 
venu ici. J'etois perſuade que vous deviez avoir raiſon ; je 
le dis à des aſtronomes, qui m'aſſurerent qu'oui, et que ſi 
je m'en informais du ſoliel ou de la lune, ils ne vous dEſa- 
voueroint point; que meme un pape avoit ẽtẽ de votre 
avis, il y a pres de deux cens ans, et avoit introduit ce 
qu'on appelle le nouveau ſtyle. Comme bon proteſtant je 
ne voulois avoir rien A faire avec un pape, mais c'etoit vo- 
tre ſtyle, qui eſt bien le meilleur que je connoiſle, que je 
voulois adopter. Il m'a fallu pourtant, pour ſat Maire au 
public, qui n'a pas Phonneur de vous connoitre comme 
moi, le payer de quelques argumens aſtronomiques. De 
la je ſuis devenu aſtronome, et c'eſt un plaiſir que de m' en 
tendre parler d' annees tropiques, d'annees luni-ſolaires, 
intercalaires, &c. mais enfin voila votre ſtyle ẽtabli ici. 
Voyez par la, comment le public ignore preſque toujours 
les veritables cauſes des EvEnemens; car il ne vous ſoup- 
donne pas d'entrer pour quelque choſe dans celui- ci. 


LAT TRE 
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LETTER EX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 23, O. S. 175t, 


OURS is an excellent principle, madam, to anſwer 
ſpeedily when one cari anſwer agreeably, and the 
practice is eaſy to you; but it is not ſo to othets, who of. 
ten have only the will, whereas you always have the power. 
Hence it follows, that you will always write ſoon, and from 
choice; I but ſeldom, and from duty. Your ſecond let- 
ter, which came yeſterday, before I had anſwered the firſt, 
now calls upon me for the performance of this duty. 
How I envy you in your viſit at * * * which Tknow, by 
experience, muſt be a delightful one! If I were but as 
young as the amiable mafter of that charming abode, I 
would take poſt, and come and ſurprize you there. Lady 
Hervey, who has lately enjoyed the ſweets of that ſociety, 
tells me wonders of it; wonders, I mean, that are no won- 
ders to me, who am ſo well acquainted with moſt of the 
performers, and chiefly with the * you act. But alas! 
it is my hard lot to feel the whole force of temptations, 
and not to have power to yield to them; for after all, it 
is a ſign of weakneſs not to give way. Pleaſures are but 
too thinly ſcattered: reaſon bids us ſeize them, weaknefs 
or lazineſs is all that hinders us from complying. I ſpeak 
of innocent pleaſures and temptations, and not of ctimes, 
as you may well imagine. Inftead of thoſe pleaſures, 
which ave forſaken mie, and which I think no more of, 
unleſs T could procure them to others, I am going next 
week to partake of the little amuſements of Babiole, that 
is, to walk about, to do 6he odd thing or other in my 
garden, and to nurſe thy pine-apples and melons; for 1 
mean to excel iti theſe two articles. Excuſe a little falſe 
wit, for I muſt tell you that the Menagianas, the Scali- 
gerianas, and all thoſe kind of Anas, are not to compare 
to my Ananas. As for my melons, they are arch-melons; 
dint of culture and art, I bid defiance to out climate, 
and raiſe ſuch delicious melons, that if it were practicable 
to ſerve you as the emperor of the moon is ſerved, 1 
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LETTRE IX. 


A LA MEM E: 


. A Londres, te 23 Mai, V. S. 145i. 
KO TRE principe eſt excellent, madame, de rEpon- 
dre promptement quand on peut rEpondre agreable- 
ment, et la-pratique vous en eſt facile; mais ce n'eſt pas la 
meme choſe avec les autres, qui voudroient ſeulement 
quelquefois ce que vous pouvez toujours. Il Fenfuit que 
vous rẽpondrez toujours promptement, et par choix; moi 
rarement, et par devoir. Votre ſeconde lettre, qui m'eft 
parvenue hier, avant que j euſſe rEpondu à la premiere, 
me met à preſent dans le cas de ce devoir. ; 0 
Que je vous envie votre ſejour a.. .. dont je connois 
par experience tous les agremens! ſi 7etois aut jeune que 
Paimable maitre de ce charmant fſejour, je prendrois la 
poſte, et je viendrois vous y ſurprendre. Madame d' Her- 
vey, qui vient de jouir de cette ſociẽte, men a ecrit des 
merveilles s entend qui ne m' ont pas Emerveills, connoiſ-—- 
fant comme je faiſois la plipart des acteurs, et ſur-tout le 
role que vous y jouez. Mais helas! je ſuis dans le pitoya- 
ble cas de ſentir toute la force des tentations, ſans avoir la 
force d'y ſuccomber ; car, au fonds, ce n'eſt que foibleſſe 
de ne sy pas preter. Les plaifirs ne ſont que trop claire 
ſemés; la raiſon nous dit de les faifir, ce n'eſt que la foi= 
bleſſe ou la pareſſe qui nous en detourne. Je parle des 
plaiſirs et des tentations des honnEtes gens, et non des 
crimes, comme vous jugez bien. Au defaut des plaiſirs, qui 
m' ont abandonne, et auxquels je ne penſe plus, 2 moins 
d'en procurer $'i] m' toit poſſible aux autres, je vais la ſe- 
maine prochaine prendre, à leur place, les petits amuſemens 
de Babiole, c'eſt-a-dire m' y promener, chipoter beaucoup 
dans mon petit jardin, et y ſoigner mes ananas, et mes 
melons: c'eſt que duns ces deux articles, je pretends bril- 
ler. Paſſez-moi la mauvaiſe plaifanterie, et je vous dirai 
que les Menagianas, les Scaligerianas. et tous ces fortes 
d' Anas, n'approchent point de mes ananas. Pour mes me- 
lons, ils font archimelons; à force d'art et de ſoins, je 
brave notre climat, et je fais venir des melons ſi delicieux, 
que vil y avoit moyen de vous ſervix comme on ſert em- 
Vor. III. ; pereur 
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the point of an arrow, I would now and then waft ſome as 
far as Bagatelle, which would put your beſt climate to 
the bluſh. | 

Now I talk of plants, you may fay what you pleaſe, 
madam, of my laying too much ſtreſs upon the bark; let 
me tell you, that without the bark the tree will decay, 
and will loſe much, not only of its beauty, but of its in- 
trinſic worth. The caſe is the ſame with a man; with all 
the learning in the world, if he have not a deſire to pleaſe, 
and the art and means of * he will not be ſought 
after, but, on the contrary, people are ſorry to meet with 
him. You fay, you will admit of no heſitation between 
ſolid merit and frivolous externals ; but where is the need 
of this alternative? Does ſolid merit neceſſarily exclude 
the graces ? I think not; on the contrary, I think a man's 
— ata One, whatever talents and learning he 
may be poſſeſſed of, if he do not ſee the neceſſity of acquir- 
ing thoſe graces and accompliſhments, which are called 
frivolous, but are far from being ſo. We may acquire 
them, if we pleaſe; they are things that are purely me- 
chanical, and wholly depend upon obſervation and imita- 
tion. lam determined our boy Wall have them; I threaten, 
I flatter, I ſtorm, I coax alternately. I ſhall ſend for him 
next Auguſt, to analyſe, reviſe, and correct him myſelf; 
but ſhall ſend him back to you in a month, to . Hg 
poſſible, the additions that may be wanting. If he be 
ever ſo far from the mark, he wonld not advance a ſtep 
here. In chronical diforders, nothing will do but perſeve- 
rance in the uſe of medicines ; and in his diſtemper, which 
ſeems to be an obſtinate one, Paris and your tuition. are 
the only remedies} can confide in. I proteſt, the. firſt 
time l ſee him, if he is aukward, ungraceful, and unman- 
nerly, he will throw me into a fever. I have it when I 
ſee auk ward people who are nothing to me; but ſhould 
de be ſo, I ſhould grow downright delirious. F. 

Fou have played me a fad trick, by ſhewing my laſt 
letter to Fontenelle; not that I dread his criticiſm more 
than your own, but becauſe his is at full liberty, and yours 
is reſtrained by friendſhip. As old as he is, he will be 
quick-lighted; as young as you are, you will be blind. 
The fillet of friendſhip, which I now prefer to that of 
love, will protect me from all I might have to fear from 
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pereur de la lune, a coup d' ar balète, je vous en dẽcocherois 
die tems en tems juſqu'a Bagatelle, qui feroient rougir votre 
meilleur climat. * 1 
A propos de plantes, Ecorce tant qu'il vous plaira, ma- 
dame, 4 laquelle vous dites que j; attache trop de prix, ſa- 
chez an moins que, ſans Pecorce, Parbre deperit, et perd, 
non-ſeulement de fa beautẽ, mais de fa valeur intrinſ&que. 
Il en eſt de meme d'un homme, avee tout le ſavoir du 
monde, s'il n'a pas le deſir, Part, les moyens de plaire, 
on ne le recherche point, mais au contraire, on eſt bien 
fache de le trouver. Vous ne voulez pas, dites-vous, qu'on 
balance entre le choix d'un merite ſolide, et des agremens 
frivoles; mais pourquoi faut-i] opter? Le merite ſolide 
doit. il neceſſairement donner Fexcluſion aux agremens 
je ne le crois pas, mais bien au contraite, je crois qu'il 
manque quelque choſe & la t&te d'un homme, quelques ta- 
lens, et quelques connoiſſances qu'il ait d'ailleurs; 8'il ne 
connoit pas la nEceſſi1E de poſſeder ces graces et ces agre- 
mens, qu'on appelle frivoles, mais qui pourtant ne ſont 
rien moins. On les peut acquerir ſi 'on veut; ce ſont. des 
choſes purement mEchaniques, qui dependent uniquement 
de Fobſervation, et de imitation. Je veux abſolument 
que notre garcon les ait; je menace, je flatte, je fulmine, 
'amadoue tout a tour. Je le fais venir ici au mois d Aout 
prochain, pour en faire Vanalyſe, la reviſion et les correc- 
tions moi meme; mais dans un mois je vous le renvoye, 
pour faire, s'il eſt poſſible, les progres qui lui reſtent à 
faire. Quelque ẽloignè qu'il. ſoit encore du but, il n'avan- 
geroit pas d'un pouce ici. Dans les maux chroniques, 
c'eſt la continuation des remèdes qui fait l'effet, et dans 
ſon mal, qui me pardit opiniatre, Paris, et vos ſoins ſont 
les ſeuls remedes auxquels j'ai de la confiance. Je proteſte 
que la premiere fois que je le vertai, Sil eſt gauche, sil ſe 
preſente mal, s'il a mauvais air, et mauvaiſes manières, il 
me donnera la flèvre. La mauſſaderie des gens auxquels 
je ne prends point d'interet mie la donne bien; en pareil 
cas il me la donneroit avec tranſport au cerveau, 
Avouez que vous m'avez jouè un mauyais tour, en 
montrant ma precedente a Fontenellez ce n'eſt pas que ze 
craigne fa critique plus que la votre, mais c'eſt que la 
ſienne a le champ libre, et la votre eſt retenue par Vami- 
tie. Tout vieux qu'il eſt, il ſera, clairvoyant; jeune com- 
me vous Ctes, vous ſerez ce: Le bandeau de fam, 
| 2 que 


36 _ LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 


your judgment. You wear that fillet tighter, and I rea 
the benefit more than any body I know; ſo pray only lift 
it up, the better to ſee the ſentiments, with which I with 
you a good night. | 


* 
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LETTER LXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Babiole, Aug. 1, O. 8. 1751. 

Have doubly lamented your ſilence, madam, as I too 
well knew the cauſe. Your pupil had informed me 
of it, and, to do him juſtice, with all that feeling, which 
a lively ſenſe of your kindnefs muſt inſpire. He had told 
me of your mother's illneſs, and conſequently of your 
fears. I would expreſs my own feelings, did I not know 
that you are fully convinced of them. The ties of blood 
are not always thoſe of friendſhip; but friendſhip, founded 
on mutual merit, eſteem, and confidence, becomes more 
lively and tender, when it is cemented by the ties of blood. 
This was your caſe; and as you feel all you ought, with 
more than ordinary delicacy, I gueſſed at your ſorrow, be- 
fore you expreſſed it in the laſt letter you have honored 
me with. That was what prevented my writing ſooner : 
you was too much taken up to attend to a common Cor- 
reſpondence ; and I think nothing is ſo idle, fo troubleſome, 
and even ſo impertinent, as conſolatory epiſtles, when 
ſorrows are real. In my mind, they can only take place, 
where one perſon wants to make a parade of underſtanding, 
and the other of grief. Will any one pretend to prove 
that Jam not to grieve at the ſufferings or death of one 
dearly love? Whoever could prove that would prove too 
much, and I ſhould not be the better for it; for it would 
neceſſarily follow, that I am not to rejoice at their health 
and welfare. Whoever is inſenſible to the one will be ſo 
to the other; and it is on the oppoſite principle, that I now 
ſhare the joy you feel at the recovery, I will not ſay of a 
mother, but of ſo dear a friend. I beg, madam, you will 
aſſure her of it, with my moſt humble reſpects. 


I expect 
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que je prefere I-preſent a celui de Vamour, me garantira 
bien de tout ce que j aurois bien lieu de craindre de votre 
jugement; vous portez ce bandeau plus ſerrẽ, et moi q en 
profite plus que toute autre; ne le levez donc à mon egard, 
que pour mieux enviſager les ſentimens, avee leſquels je 
vous donne le bon ſoir. 


——— — 
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LETTRE IXI. 
A LA MEME. 


A Babiole, ce 1 Abt, V. S. 1751. 

Al doublement regretts votre ſilence, madame, n' en 
J ſachant que trop la cauſe, dont votre ẽlève m'avoit 
inſtruit, et, je lui rends juſtice, avec tout Pinteret, que la 
plus vive, reconnoiſſance de vos bontes devoit lui donner. 
Il m'avoit appris la maladie de madame votre mere, par 
conſequent vos juſtes allarmes: je vous aſſurerois auſſi des 
miennes, fi je ne vous en croyois pas tres perſuadẽe. Les 
liens du ſang ne ſont pas toujours les liens de lamitie; mais 
Famitie fondee ſur un meErite, une eſtime, une confiance 
reciproque, devient plus vive, et plus tendre, quand elle 
eſt reſſerrẽe par les liens du ſang. C'etoit bien votre cas, 
et comme vous ſentez plus delicament que toute autre tout 
ce que vous devez ſentir, jai bien juge de votre douleur 
avant que d'en avoir &tE informé par vous mème, par la 
dernière lettre dont vous m'avez honors; c'eft ce qui m'a, 
empeche de vous Ecrire plũtòt. Vous Etiez trop occupee 
pour une commerce ordinaire, et je trouve qu'il n'y a 
rien de plus frivole, de plus importun, et meme de plus 
impertinent, que des lettres conſolatoires, quand les cha- 
grins ſont reels. Elles ne ſe trouvent placëes, à mon avis, 
qu' entre deux perſonnes, dont Pune veut faire parade de 
ſon eſprit, et l'autre de ſa douleur. Me prouvera- t- on que 
je ne dois pas m'affliger des malheurs ou de la mort d'une 
perſonne que j'aime? Qui me prouveroit cela prouveroit 
trop, et meme je n'y gagnerois rien; car alors, par une 
conſequence neceſſaire, je ne dois pas prendre part à leur 
plaiſir, leur ſanté, et leur bonheur. Qui eſt inſenſible à 
Pun le ſera à autre; c'eſt ſur le principe oppoſe, que je 
partage actuellement avec vous la joye que vous reſſentez 
de la convaleſcence, je ne dis pas d'une mere, mais d'une 
Amie 
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I expect your pupil here in a week's time; but, as he 


has been your pupil but eight months, I expect to find 
the edition ſtill very imperfect, and it is in order to exa- 


mine, reviſe, and correct it, that J ſend for him for ſix 


weeks or two months at moſt. At that age, there are 
commonly ſome certain faults, that fall under the cog. 
nizance of authority only; mere friendſhip can ſooner re- 
prove a crime than a weakneſs. 7ou are criminal, may 
very well be ſaid, in a certain manner between friends; 
but, you are aukward, unmannerly, clumſy, a coxcomb, can 
only be told by an unqueſtionable authority on the one 
ſide, to an acknowledged dependence on the other: fo 
much is the vanity of the mind ſooner hurt than the virtue 
of the heart. On the fide of the heart, I truſt, for I am 
told fo, I ſhall have little to do; but as to outward appear- 
ance, manners, attentions, and ſpme millions of certain 
little nothings, which, by their number, amount to an 
object, I doubt 1 have a great deal of work cut out, The 
reception, which your protection and endeavours have 
procured him at Paris, has, I ſuppoſe, induced him to 
think, either that nothing wanted altering for the better, 
or at leaft that there was no neceſſity for it. I ſhall fully 
convince him to the contrary, in the courſe of our inter- 
views, provided you allow us time for it; for, if 1 may 
judge by the ſtrain of his letters, when he begins talking 
of you, and that ſtrain I am ready enough to fall into, it 
is more than probable you will be the chief topic of our 
converfation. | 

For theſe three months paſt, I have been almoſt con- 
ſtantly here, where I have enjoyed my new gallery more 
than my garden, or the charming walks in the neighbour- 
hood, owing to the badneſs of the weather, This ſum- 
mer has ſo well mimicked winter, that we might have mit- 
taken it, but for the help of the calendar. What little 
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amie ſi chère. Ayez auſſi la bontẽ, madame, de Ven aſ- 
ſurer de ma part, avec mes tres humbles reſpectss. 
Jattends votre Eleve ici en huit jours, mais comme il 
n'eſt votre Eleve que de huit mois, je m' attends à trouver 
encore VeEdition afſez imparfaite, et c'eſt pour Vexaminer, 
la revoir, et la corriger, que je le fais venir pour ſix ſe- 
maines, ou deux mois, tout au plus. A cet age, il y a 
ordinairement de certain defauts, dont la correction eſt 
uniquement du reſſort de Fautoritẽ; la ſimple amitiẽ peut 
plus facilement reprocher un crime qu'une foibleſſe. Vous 
tes criminel, ſe dit fort bien, d'une certaine fagon, d' ami 
à ami; mais, vous tes gauche, impoli, mauſſade, ou fat, ne 
ſe dit, et ne ſe peut dire, que par une autoritẽ decidee 
d'un cdte, à une dEpendance reconnue de l'autre: tant la 
vanite de Veſprit eſt plus ſenſible que la vertu du coeur, 
Du cote du cœur, je me flatte, car on m'en affure, que 
je n'aurai pas beaucoup à faire; mais quant à Vextenieur, 
aux manières, aux attentions, et quelques millions de cer- 
tains petits riens, qui par leur nombre deviennent un objet, 
je crains que j'aurai-bien de la beſoigne. L'accueil que votre 
protection, et vos ſoins lui ont procure à Paris, lui aura 
fait accroire, ou bien qu'il n'y avoit rien à changer pour 
le mieux, ou du moins qu'il n'ẽtoit point necefſaire; C'eſt 
de quoi je le deſabuſerai parfaitement dans nos entretiens 
enſemble, en cas que vous nous en donniez le loiſir: car, 
vũ le ton ſur lequel il eſt monte dans ſes lettres, ſur votre 
ſujet, et que c' eſt un ton, dont je prends facilementPuniſ- 
ſon, vous avez toute la mine d' etre le principal objet de 
ces entretiens. A= en | 
Depuis trois mois, je ſuis preſque toujours ici, oft Jai 
plus jouĩ de ma nouvelle gallerie que de mon jardin, ou 
des charmantes promenades voiſines, tant le tems a'ete mau- 
vais. Cet été a ſi bien contrefait Phiver, que, ſans le fe- 
cours du calendrier, on s'y ſeroĩt trompe. Le peu de fruit 
que j'ai, n'apoint de gout, mais heureuſement mes ananas, 
qui, à ce qu'on dit, rafſemblent les gouts de tous les fruits, 
ont brave le froid, moyennant 'un bon feu qu'ils tiennent 
chez eux. Malgre cela, quelques livres, et quelques amis, 
font couler le tems aſſez doucement, et c'eſt tout ce que 
je demande; je ne pretends plus en jur. 
Je vois ſouvent notre ami Bolingbroke, mais je le vois 
avec bien du chagrin. Une humeur à la joue, qu'il à eue 
depuis longtems, s eſt dernièrement dẽclarèe cancereuſe, 
et 
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cheek: proves to be cancerous, and has made an alarming 
progreſs af late. Hitherto it is not attended with pain, 
which is all he wiſhes, for, as to the reſt, he is reſtgned. 
Truly, a mind like his, ſo far ſuperior to the generality, 
would have well deſerved that nature ſhould have made 
an effort in his favour, as to the body, and given him an 
ungommon ſhare of health and duration. 


W — — — 
LETTER LXI. 
TO THE SAME, 


| London, OR. 7. O. S. 1751. 

Waited for the return of your pupil and ambaſſador, to 

make my anſwer to your laſt his recredentials. Indeed 
1 have put it off much longer than I intended, my health 
having obliged me to have recourſe to the Bath waters, 
which have ſet me up, as far as my crazy and worn-out 
conſtitution would permit. The joy I have felt at your 
mother's recovery has promoted my own; for it was ve- 
ry ſincere, and nothing is more ſalutary than joy, eſpeci- 
ally for me, when you are ſo nearly concerned in it. 

T muſt own your little ambaſſador ſtruck me prodigi- 
ouſly at firſt ſight, not by his graceful appearance, but by 
his air and manners. I cannot conceive where he had 
fiſhed them. I preſently ſet about rubbing off his ruſt, 
and I believe you will find I have not quite Joſt my labour, 
thongh I-confeſs he is very far from being what we wiſh 
him to be. He holds himſelf better, enters a room better, 
does not kick his feet about ſo much, and has broke 
himſelf of many of theſe pretty tricks he had learnt at 
ſchool, and had ſince cultivated in. the company of the 
bears he had the misfortune to meet with in his travels. 
What gives me ſome hopes is, that he is now ſenſible of 
what is wanting, and earneſtly intreats me to requeſt, of 
you to examine him narrowly, and to tell him of the leaſt 
thing you find amiſs, to make him, if- poſſible, a faultleſs 
edition. I readily agree to his requeſt, and I conjure you 
not to ſpare him; he will not only take it well if you re- 

Bit of b enn en itte e prove 
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et fait de grands progres depuis peu. | Juſqu'ici cela ne 
Ii a pas cauſe de douleur, et c'eſt tout ce qu'il demande, 
car pour le reſte, il a pris ſon parti. En veritè un eſprit 
comme le ſien, fi fort au deſſus du commun, meritoit bien 
que la nature et auſſi fait un effort en a faveur, du cots 
du corps, et lui eũt donnE une fants,- et une durte extra- 
ordinaire. | 


LET TRE LXII. 
2 ob AOMEME;:- 


A Londres, ce 9 OR, V. S. 1751. 


Al attendu le retour de votre &leve, et ambaſſadeur, 
J pour faire de ma rEponſe à votre derniere une lettre de 
recreance pour lui. Il eſt vrai que j'ai attendu bien plus 
longtems que je ne comptois, ma f nt m'ayant oblige 
d'avoir recours aux eaux de Bath, qui Vont retablie, au- 
tant que mon chètif temperament gate le leur a permis. 
La joye que j'ai ſentie de la convaleſcence de madame vo- 
tre mere, n'a pas nui à la mienne; car elle Etoit tres ſin- 
cere, et il n'y a rien de plus ſain que la joye, ſurtout pour 
moi, quand vous y avez tant de part. 

Je vous Pavouerai, votre petit ambaſſadeur a ſon pre- 
mier abord ma frappa furieuſement, non par les graces qui 
'accompagnoient, mais par ſon air, et ſes manieres. Je 
ne comprends pas encore ot il les avoit pechts. Je m'ap- 
pliquai d'abord à le decrotter, et je crois que vous trou- 
verez que je n'y ai pas mal reuſſi, quoique je convienne 
qu'il lui reſte encore bien du chemin à faire, pour etre ce. 
que nous voudrions qu'il fat. Il ſe tient mieux, il fe pre- 
ſente mieux, il ne fretille plus tant des pieds, et il s'ſt cor- 
rige de pluſieurs de ces manieres gracieuſes qu'il avoit ap- 
priſes à Vecole, et qu'il avoit cultivèes depuis, ſous les 
ſoins des ours, qu'il avoit eu le malheur de rencontrer dans 
ſes voyages. Ce qui me donne de Veſptrance, c'eſt quiil 
ſent à preſent-ce qui lui manque, et qu'il me demande in- 
ſtamment de vous ſupplier de vouloir le revoir, et le cor- 
riger de ſes moindres defauts, pour en faire, sil ſe peut, 
une Edition parfaite. Je ſouſcris volontiers 2 fa requete, 
et je vous conjure de ne lui rien paſſer; non ſeulement il 

- 8 - f * prendra 
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prove or ridicule him, but he will think himſelf obliged 
to you. He thinks of you as he ought, and conſequent- 
ly he 1s convinced you cannot but form a right judgment 
of him. If, after all the pains we have taken, the high 
poliſh ſhould be wanting, I know no other way than to 
put him to Martin's“. He will have the honour of pre- 
ſenting you two china baubles of our own manufacture; 
be pleaſed, madam, to accept them, not as a preſent, for 
they do not deſerve that name, but as a homage. The 
is not above accepting a mare which the King of 
Naples ſends him every year, though the good man does 
not want one, or if he did, could get juſt as good in his 
own dominions; but he conſiders it as a token of that 
monarch's fidelity and ſubmiſſion to the holy ſee; and yet, 
I give you my word, his Sicilian majeſty is not more zea- 
louſly devoted to the pope than I am to your ladyſhip. 
Will you let lady Hervey come home or not, or does 
ſhe chuſe to come away? By her letters I ſhould ſuſpect 
her of a partiality for our mareſchal ® * ®; ſhe is eternally 
talking of him, ſhe is continually going to“, and the 
better to maſk her game, ſhe pretends to be very fond of 
his lady ; in ſhort, if any thing be wanting, it is certain- 
ly not the will. I doubly long for her return; for if ſhe 
do not come home, I ſhall have no body to converſe with 
about you, when your pupil is gone; and yet I muſt talk 
of you, were it only to the reeds. 


LETTER LXIII. 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 30, O. 8. 1761. 
| ELL, I will no longer be the king of the two 
N Sicilies, ſince, if you were pope, you would not 
be pleaſed with me, and I chuſe rather to be your vaſſal, 
and pay more frequent homage... I only wiſh my offerings 
were more worthy your acceptance. 1 4 | 


* The famous inventor of the moſt beautiful varniſh at Paris, 
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prendra en bonne part les reprimandes, ou le ridicule que 
vous lui donnerez, mais il vous en ſaura gre. Il penſe ſur 
votre ſujet comme il doit, et par conſequent il eſt convaincu 
que vous ne pouvez penſer que juſte ſur le ſien. Si apres 
cela, malgrè tous nos ſoins, le beau vernis lui manque, il 
n'y a d'autre parti 2 prendre que de le placer chez Mar- 
tin . Il aura Phonneur de vous preſenter de ma part deux 
babioles de porgelaine de la manufacture d'ici; ayez la 
bonte, madame, de les accepter, non pas comme un pre- 
ſent, car ils ne pretendent pas tre, mais comme une re- 
devance. Le faint pere accepte bien une jument, que le 
roi de Naples lui envoye tous les ans, quoique le bon hom- 
me n'en ait que faire, ou, en cas de beſoin, en trouveroit 
d'auſſi bonnes chez lui ; mais c'eſt qu'il la regarde comme 
une marque de la fidElite, et de la ſoumiſſion de ce mo- 
narque au faint ſiege; et pourtant ſoyez perſuadee que le 
roi des deux Siciles n'eſt pas plus zelẽ papiſte, que je ne 
vous ſuis attache. 

Voulez-vous laiſſer retourner madame d'Hervey ou non, 
ou eſt ce qu'elle ne veut pas sen retourner ? Par ſes lettres, 
je la ſoupgonne d'un arrangement avec notre martchal, il 
n'y eſt queſtion que de lui, elle eſt à tous momens A . 

et pour mieux cacher ſon jeu, elle affiche des ſentimens 
d'amitiè, et d'atrachement pour la marEchale; enfin, ſi 
quelque choſe manque à cet arrangement, ce n'eſt ſũre- 
ment pas la bonne volonte. Je languis doublement pour 
ſon retour, car ſi elle ne revient pas, à qui parlerai-ze de 
vous, quand votre Eleve ſera parti? et il Au pourtant que 
Jen parle, fut-ce aux roſeaux. 


— — 
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LETTRE LXIII. 


ALAMEME. 


A Londres, ce 30 Dec. V. 8. 1751. 


J E ne veux donc plus etre le roi des deux Siciles, puiſ- 
que, ſi vous Etiez pape, vous n' en ſeriez pas contente, 
par des hom- 


et j'aime mieux relever de vous comme ſerf 


mages plus frequens. Je les ſouhaiterois ſeulement plus 


N'etes- 


dignes de vous etre preſentes. 
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Are not you greatly ſhocked, but I am ſure you are, 
at the dreadful death of our friend Bolingbroke? The re. 
medy has haſtened his death, againſt which there was no 
remedy, for his cancer was not topical, but univerſal, and 
had ſo infected the whole maſs of his blood, as to be in- 
curable, What I moft lament is, that the medicines put 
him to exquiſite pain; an evil I dread much more than 
death, both for my friends and myſelf. I loſe a warm, an 
amiable, and inſtructive friend, I ſaw him a fortnight be. 
fore his death, when he depended upon a cure, and fo did 
I; and he delired I would not come any more till he was 
quite well, which he expected would be in ten or twelve 
days, The next day the great pains came on, and never 
left him till within two days of his death, during which 
be lay inſenſible. What a man! what extenſive know- 
ledge! what a memory! what eloquence! His paſſions, 
which were ſtrong, were injurious to the delicacy of his 
ſentiments; they were apt to be confounded together, and 
often wilfully. The world will do him more juſtice now 
than in his. life time. 

I hope, madam, your mother's perfect recovery will 
have contributed to comfort you for the loſs of a friend, 
who loved and honoured you. | | 

You think of nothing now at Paris but feſtivity, pub- 
lic entertainments, fireworks, in ſhort, you are all over feſ- 
toons and aftragals *; whereas here, we have a ſucceſſion 
of mournings, and, for theſe nine months, nothing is to 
be ſeen but black T. The duke de Mirepoix, who was to 
have enlivened us a little, has dropped his intention. Va- 
rious reaſons are aſſigned, but no good one given; I believe 
he is not ſorry, and don't wonder at it. For my part, I 
have now no cauſe to be forry, for I have done with crowds 
and tumultuous pleaſures. | 

Your pupil ſwears he frequents the beſt of companies, 
that he endeavours to behave well, and that he 1s even 
told that he has improved in his manners, and looks more 
graceful than he did. Is that very true, madam ? He even 
quotes you as one of his puffers, which I readily believe, 
though he may not deſerve it; for, in friendſhip, as well 


as in love, the judgment is often the dupe of the W 
1 e 


4 line ſrom Scudery, a bad French poet, ridiculed by Boileau. 
© + On aceount of the death of the late prince of Wales, father to hid 
majeſty. | 
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N'8tes-vous pas bien touch6e, mais je ſuis ſar que vous 
'tes, de la miſerable mort de notre ami Bolingbroke ? 
Le remede a avance ſa mort, contre laquelle il n'y avoit 

int de remede, car ſon cancer n'etoit point ce qu'on 
appelle topique mais univerſal, et tout ſon ſang en Etoſt 
infectẽ incurablement. Ce que je regrette le plus, c'eſt 
que le remede lui a cauſe des douleurs cruelles; mal que 
je crains bien plus, pour mes amis et pour moi-meme, que 
ja mort. Je perds un ami chaud, aimable, et inſtructif; 
je Pavois vu quinze jours avant ſa mort, quand il comp- 
toit, comme je faiſois auſſi, ſur (a gueriſon, et il me pria 
dene plus revenir juſqu'a ce qu'elle fut complette, à quoi il 
d'attendoit en dix ou douze jours. Le lendemain, les grandes 
douleurs commencerent, et ne le quittèrent que deux jours 
avant ſa mort, pendant leſquels il reſta inſenſible. Quel 
homme! Quelle Etendue de connoiſſances: Quelle me- 
moire! Quelle eloquence! Ses paſſions, qui Etoient fortes, 
faiſoient tort A la dElicateſſe de ſes ſentimens, on les con- 
fondoit, et ſouvent expres: on lui rendra plus de juſtice à 
preſent, qu'on ne lui en a rendu de ſon vivant. 

Teſpere que la parfaite convaleſcene de madame votre 
mere aura contribue à vous conſoler de la perte d'un ami, 
qui vous aimoit, et qui vous honoroit. Fit 

Il n'eſt queſtion. chex vous actuellement que de fetes, 
jeux, feux d'artifices, enfin 


Ce ne font que feſtons, ce ne ſont qu'aſtragales. 


au lieu que chez nous, les deuils ſe ſuccèdent, et depuis 
neuf mois tout eſt noir t. Le duc de Mirepoix, qui de- 
voit nous Egayer un peu, par ſa fete, Va laiſſè tomber. On 
en donne mille raiſons, et pas une bonne; en tout cas, il 
en eſt bien-aiſe, et je ne m'enetonne point. Pour moi, je 
ne ſus plus dans le cas d'en etre fache ; les foules et les 
plaiſirs bruyans n' tant plus de mon reſſort. 

Votre ẽlève me jure qu'il frequente les bonnes compag- 
nes, et qu'il tache de fe former, et qu'on lui dit meme 
qu'il a de meilleures manières, et meilleur air qu'il n'avoit: 
cela eſt-· il bien vrai, madame? Il vous cite meme pour une 
ſes proneuſes, ce que je comprends bien, ſans qu'il le me- 
nite; l'eſprit Etant en amitiẽ, auſſi bien qu en amour, ſou» 
vent la dupe du coeur, 


Nous 
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We look upon lady Hervey as having forſaken her ow; 
country, and being naturalized a French woman. I regret 
but do not blame her, for I know others that would do 
the ſame if they could, and would then no longer write 10 

ou, but would ſay to you by word of mouth what you 
ve forbid me telling you in writing. 


LETTER LAIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Py London, April 2, O. 8 1752. 
OUR little boy, madam, tells me you are angry 
with me. That is juſt what I wanted, only 1 want- 
ed you to tell me fo yourſelf. Your anger is becomi 
and your chiding is a compliment. Beſides, he that can 
excite anger is in no danger of meeting with indifference, 

We are in poſſeſſion of lady Hervey's body, but with- 
out the heart and ſoul, which ſhe owns are Ku at Paris. 
She droops, ſhe languiſhes ; ſhe breathes, it is true; but 
ſhe ſays ſhe lives no where but at Paris. I rather pity than 
blame her, as I know, by experience, the difference be- 
tween the life ſhe led there, and that ſhe leads here ; but 
I wiſh ſhe had a little more philoſophy, to enable her to 
make the beſt of it. 

I ſhall ſoon put your little boy to the ſame trial, by te- 
calling him from Paris in June. I ſee it is with reluctance 
that he thinks of coming away ; but he will have been 
there ſixteen months; and if, under your tuition and ex- 
ample, he has not improved in that time, he would not 
improve in ſixteen years. He ſwears that this laſt time of 
his being at Paris, he has taken more of the air and man- 
ners of the polite world. Is that true, madam ? For I mil- 
truſt his judgment too much in theſe matters, to take bis 
word for it. He will viſit ſome courts of Germany, which 
he has not yet ſeen, in his way to Hanover, where he is 
to make ſome ſtay, and where I hope to procure him ſome 
employment, in the department of foreign affairs. - The 


ſooner 
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Nous regardons my lady Hervey corame expatrice, et 
naturaliſte Francoiſe. Je la regrette ſans len blamer ; j em 
connois d'autres qui en feroient autant, 8'i] en Etoient les 
maitres, et qui alors ne vous Ecriroient plus, mais qui vous 
diroient en perſonne ce que vous m'avez:defendu de vous 
dire par Ecrit. | 


— 8 _ — —— — —_— —— —_—_— — 


LETTRE LXIV, 
A LAMEME. 


A Londres, ce 2 Avril, V. S. 1752. 


OTRE petit garcon, madame, me mande que vous 
etes fachte contre moi. Voila juſtement ce que je 
voulois; hormis que je-voulois le- favoir-de vous-meme. 
Ceſt que vous vous fachez avec grace, et vos reproches 
ſont flatteurs. D'ailleurs, qui peut exciter la colère peut 
ſe raſſurer contre Pindifference. 

Nous poſſedons ici le corps de mylady Hervey, mais 
ſans le coeur ou l'eſprit, qu'elle avout Etre encore 4 Paris. 
Elle languit, elle $'ennuye, elle reſpire à la verite, mais elle 
ne vit, dit-elle, qu Paris: Je la plains plus que je ne la 
blame, ſachant par experience tous les agremens du ſejout 
qu'elle a quigte, et tout l' ennui de oelui- ei; mais je lui 
ſouhaiterois plus de philoſophie, pour en tirer au moins le 
meilleur parti. | | 

Je mettrai bientòt votre petit n à la meme Epreuve, 
en le retirant de Paris au mois de juin. Je vois bien que 
c'eſt a conttecoeur qu'il ſe diſpoſe à partir; il y aura EtE 
alors ſeize mois, et ſi, ſous vos ordres, vos foins, et votre 
exemple, il ne s eſt pas forme dans ce tems-là, il ne 8 
formeroit pas en ſeize ans. Il me jure qu à cette dernire 
repriſe a Paris, il a pris plus l'air, et les manières de la 
bonne compagnie. Cela feroit-il vrai, madame? Car je 
me d6fie trop de ſon jugement fur cet article pour en 
croire ſur {a parole. Il prendra quelques cours d' Alle 
magne, qu'il n'a pas encote vues, dans fon chemin à Ha- 


novre ou il doit faire quelque ſẽjour, et où je compte pou- | 


voir lui procuret quelque deſtination dans le departement 


des 
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ſooner he begins the better, as in that department they, 
in ſome meaſure, riſe by rotation, as they do in the army; 
but, however that may turn out, it will not be very long 
before he returns to Paris to pay his court to you, and per. 
haps in a handſomer manner, when he is more advanced 
towards maturity. ; 19's | 

I am very angry with lady Hervey's baggage that is not 
come yet. I am out of patience, for I long to ſee your 
china, merely becauſe it comes from you, for I am no con- 
noiſſeur in china; but | am enough of a connoiſſeur in 
friendſhip, to ſet a high value upon every mark of yours, 
and to retain the warmeſt and moſt reſpectful ſenſe of it as 
long as I hve. 


LETTER LXV. 
T'O THE AE "I 4 


| London, May 7, O., S. 1752. 

Love and reſpect the maſter of * too much to envy 
him the happineſs of your company at that charming 
place, but I wiſh your choice alone had induced you to go 
thither. Drinking milk means that you are not well; I don't 
like that inference at all, and the leſs as I know you have 
weak lungs. Since I have experienced what it is to have ill 
health, I am much more anxious for that of my friends than 
I was formerly. Thirty years ago I uſed to ſay, how is it 
poſſible to be fick ? Now I ſay, oh! if I could but find out 
the ſecret of being well, I would not exchange it for all the 
ſecrets in the world. I ſpeak feelingly, madam, at this ve- 
ry time. For theſe two months paſt, I have been troubled 
with deafneſs, a complaint that pains the mind more than 
the body; and for theſe ten days, I have been lame from an 
unlucky fall from my horſe, and this pains my. body more 
than my mind; ſo that, upon the whole, your humble ſer- 
vant is in a mighty pretty plight. The faculty boldly 
promiſe. to ſet all tio rights in a very ſhort time; * 
250 I 
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des affaires Etrangeres. Le plitot qu'il debute, c'eſt le 
mieux, puiſque dans ce department la, on prend datte, 
en quelque facon, d'anciennets,. comme dans le militaire ; 
mais, arrive ce qui pourra, il retournera avant qu'il ſoit fort 
longtemps 4 Paris, pour vous y, faire ſa cour, et peut: tre 
avec plus d'advantage, quand il ſera un peu plus meuri. 

Le bagage de my lad ervey, qui n'eſt pas encore ar- 
rive, me deſeſpere. Te languis, je m'impatiente pour 
votre porcelaine, bien entendu parceque c'eſt la votre, 
car je ne ſuis nullement, connoiſſeur, mais je me connois 
aſſez en amitie, pour cherir toutes les marques de la votre, 
et pour en conſerver le ſouvenir le plus tendre et le plus 
reſpectueux tant que je vivrai: | 


— , oP; 4 N 


L ET TRE LXV. 
ALA MEM E:; 
A Londres, ce ) Mai, V. 8. 1762. 


J 'AIME et je reſpecte trop le maitre de . ; pour lui 
envier le bonheur de votre ſejour dans ce J 5 
endroit, mais j auròis voulu que cet etè uniquement vo- 
tre choix qui vous y eũt etivoye. Prendre du lait veut 
dire que vous ètes malade ; cette concluſion me deplait in- 
finiment, et d'autant plus que vous avez la poitrine natu- 
rellement delicate. Depuis que J'ai Eprouve ce que c'eſt 
que la mauvaiſe ſantẽ, je ſuis bien plus ſenſible qu'autre- 
fois à celle de mes amis. pee wits — ot 
Je diſois, il y a trente ans, mais comment peut-on Etre 
malade # je dis à-preſent, ah ! ſi l'on pouvoit trouver le 
ſecret de ne I'&tre pas! je ne le trocquerois pas contre tous 
les ſecrets du monde. Jen parle actuellement, madamè, 
avec connoiſſance de cauſe. Depuis deux mois j'ai &E 
ſourd, mal dont Veſprit ſouffre plus que le corps, et de- 
puis dix jours, j'ai '&te eſtropie d'une malheureuſe chiite 
que j'ai faite, de cheval, et dont mon corps ſouffre 
plus que mon Eſprit ; fi bien que, Tun portant Vautre, 
votre tres humble ſerviteur eſt dans une tres jolie 
fituation. La facultè me promet hardiment de mettte 
Vol. III. — 8 8 bientbt 
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if the co-operation of faith is requifite on my part, I douhy 
my cure will not be quite ſo ſpeedy. , heh: if 5 
What a noiſe here is, indeed, for a trifle! Your par- 
liament, as you allow it but a ſmall fhare in the affairs of 
this world, wants to be meddling with-thoſe of the next, 
and to grant paſſports for that country, without requiring 
the dying perſon to produce a certificate of health. Your 
priefts; on the other hand, who claim this department as 
their fole right, require a certificate of health, previous to 
the paſſports, that the dying man may not carry the infec- 
tion from the country he comes from, to that he is going 
to; and the court ſeems to want—l know not what. 
Here we let people die as they like; ſo that our dead ne- 
ver diſturb the peace of the living. 


LETTER LXVI. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, June 30, O. S. 7752. 


Ar laſt, at laſt, madam, lady Hervey has received 
her parcels, and I have received the china you have 
done me the favour to ſend me. It is charming, beauti- 
ful, and beats our manufacture all to nothing. I have 
ſhewn it to the manager, who was quite provoked, and 
begged hard that I would lend it him for a few days for a 
pattern. I could not refuſe him, and have beſpoke two 
or three of the ſame for uſe, for yours will be of no ſervice 
to me. [I will not venture it in prophane hands; but it 
ſhall be conſecrated as an offering to friendſhip; and ſtand 
in my little room, which is already adorned with two pre- 
cious tokens of your kindneſs. © _—- 

You have made me quite eaſy with regard to your 
health. So then, it is to indulge in ſafety, that you have 
taken to a milk- diet; this you may call ſtepping back to 
leap farther. You ſay Very right, madam, that we muſt 
indulge our appetites whilſt we can, with that moderation 
that is requiſite tomake them lafting. I am grown a greater 
epicure than T uſed to be; and as I have-one-ſenſe lets than 
I had, TI make the moſt of the remaining ones. My _ 

* | ne 
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;contht bon ordre à tout gels 5-mais &il-y.faut de ma part 
ja co-opration-de la foi, je doute-fort que ma gueriſon ſoit 


ſi prompte. 


oila bien du hruit chez vous pur une ommelette au 
lard. Votre parlement, 4 qui vous laifſez peu de part aux 
affaires de ce monde, voudroit bien sen dẽdommager ſur 
celles de Vautre, et accorder des paſſeports, pour ce pais 
E, fans obliger le mourant a uire ſon billet de ſante. 
Vos pretres, au contraire, qui s attribuent ce departement 
excluſivement, exigent un billet de fante, prealablement 
aux paſſeports, pour que le mouraut ne communique pas 
la contagion du paſs'd'ou il vient, à celui ot il va, et la 
cour ſefnble vouloir ma foi je ne ſais quei. Ici nous laiſ- 
ſons mourit les gens à leur gout, moyennant quei, nos 


morts ne troublent point la paix des vivans. 


9 
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A LA MEME. 

A Londfes, ce 30 Juin, V. S. 1752. 
A La fin, à la fin, madame, mylady Hervey a regu 
ſes balots, et Jai _recy la porcelaine que vous avez 
bien voulu m'envoyer. Elle eſt charmante, parfaite, et 
fait rougir notre manufacture d'ici: -Je Pai montre à Vin- 
tendant, qui en a EtE veritablement picque, et qui m'a de- 
mande en grace de vouloir bien la lui preter, pour quel- 
ques jours, pour lui ſervir de modele, ce que je n'ai pas- 
pu lui refuſer, et d' autant moins, que j en ai commande 
deux ou trois de mème, pour m' en ſervir, puiſque la vd- 
tre me ſera totalement inutile. Je ne la riſquerai point 
dens des mains profanes, et elle ſera conſacree comme 
une offrande à Vamitie, dans ma petite chambre, qui ſe 
trouve deja orhEe par deux precieux temoignages de vo- 


tre ſouvenir; © 


Vous m'avez raffiire au ſujet de votre ſante; ce n'eſt 
donc que pour Etre impunement gourmande, que vous vous 
tes miſe au lait, c'eſt reculer pour mieux ſauter. Vous a- 
rez raiſon, tmadathe ; il faut profiter de nos gouts pendant 
que nous le pouvons, avec le mEnagement necefiaire pour 
leur durèe. Je ſuis devenu plus gourmand qu mon 
ninaire, er ayant aQuAement an ſens" de "Hy, 
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neſs continues, and conſequently my fpirits fink.” In vain 
do I act the philoſopher, and endeavour to ſupply my loſ 


a ſtrange vacuity, when we can no longer enjoy the ſweet 
are not ſenſible of its full value; it is at my time of life that 
juſt at this time that I ſee myſelf deprived of it. I own, 
it ſinks my ſpirits exceedingly, in ſpite of all the conſola- 


veral courts in the empire, in his way to Hanover. I & 


gratitude, you may depend upon it for life. 


by reading, walking, and good living: at my age we fee] 
of ſociety. In the diſſipation and tumult of youth, ye 
it becomes a real, and almoſt the only bleſſing, and it is 


lations that either reaſon or my friends can offer. 
Your pupil is in Germany, taking a ſurvey of the ſe- 


not ſuppoſe they will grve him that fine varniſh, which he 
has not taken at Paris, and upon which you ſeem to lay ſo 
little ftreſs, but which I think highly neceſſary through life. 
He will certainly return to the fountain head, where he 
got the little he has, and where alone he carr poſſibly get 
what is ſtill wanting; I mean, that he will come once 
more and pay his court to * at Paris. He is beholden 
to you alone, madam, for all that is tolerable in him; and 
I can aſſure you, he is very ſenſible of it: and as to my 


NA 
TO THE SAME. 


Eondon, Aug. 20, O. 8 1752. 


IE a deaf man could receive any conſolation, you, ma- 
dam, would have adminiſtered ſome to me, by the 
laſt letter you have honored: me with. The flattering 
things you ſay to me, and the handſorne manner in which 
you ſay them, aſſiſted by ſelf-love, which never fails to 
come to our ſuccour on theſe oceafions, might very 
poſſibly have ſoothed my mind: but the ſenſes are more 
ſtubborn, they reaſon better, and know the exact 
meaſure of their own. extent and limits. I have al 
moſt loſt one of them, and cannot, even with your 
aſſiſtance, deceive myfelf as to that leſs z but, if G1 
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je tire tout le parti que je puis de ceux qui me reſtent: 
ma ſourditè continue, et par conſequent mon ennui aug- 


mente. J'ai beau philoſopher, et tacher de m'en dedom- 


mager par la lecture, la promenade, et la table; il reſte, 
à mon age, un furieux vuide, quand on ne jouit plus 
des douceurs de la ſociete. Dans la diſſipation et le tu- 
multe de la jeuneſſe, on n'en connoit pas tout le prix; 
ceſt à mon age qu'elle devient un veritable, et preſque 
le ſeul bien, et c'eſt juſtement à cette heure que je men 
vois privs. Je vousavoue que j en ſuis extremement ab- 
battu, malgre tout ce que ma raiſon, ou mes amis, peu- 
vent m'offrir de conſolations ſur ce ſujet. 314d 

Votre El&ve eſt en Allemagne, courant les cours de Pem- 
pire, dans ſon chemin a Hanovre. qe ne fuppoſe point 
qu'il y prenne ces couches de vernis, que Paris na pu lui 
donner, et dont vous paroiſſez faire ſi peu de cas, mais 
que je crois tres nEcefſaires dans le cours du monde. II 
retournera ſurement A la ſource od il a pris le peu qu'il a, 
et on il peut ſeulement, et excluſivement, prendre ce qui 
lui manque encore, e eſt-à-dire qu'il viendra encore vous 
faire ſa cour à Paris. Il vous eſt uniquement redevable, 
madame, de ce qu'il a de paſſable; il le ſent bien, je puis 
vous en aſſurer, et pour ma reconnoiflance, ſoyez bien 
perſuade, qu elle ne finira qu avec mes jours. 


LET TRE LXVI. 


A LA MEME, 


A Londres, 20 Aodt, V. S. 1952. 


87 un ſourd pouvoit avoir de la conſolation, vous m'en 
auriez donne, madame, par la dernière lettre que 
vous m'avez fait Phonneur de m'Ecxire. . Les choſes flat- 
teuſes, que vous m'y dites, et les graces avec leſquelles 
vous les dites, aid&es de mon amour propre, qui ne man- 
que jamais de venir au ſecours de ces ſortes de choſes, 
aurotent bien pu ſeduire mon eſprit; mais les ſens ſont bien 
plus opiniatres, ils raiſonnent plus juſte, et gonnoiſſent 
preciſement leur Etendue, et leurs bornes. Jen ali preſque 
perdu un, et je ne puis, meme avec votre ſecours, 
me faire illuſion la-defſus. Mais, fi vous le vouliez, 

E 3 vous 
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would, you could procure me ſome alleviation; by em, 
ploying my eyes and my mind with the frequency and 
the length of your letters, which would make me full 
amends for what I have loſt on the fide of my hearing, 

I congratulate you, madam, with all my heart, on the 
dauphin's recovery*. Methinks' the apprehenſions you 
have been in, on his account, ſhould introduce 1 . 
on into France. It is univerſally eſtabliſhed in England; 
not one in a hundred has died of it, whereas it is comput. 
ed that one out of ſeven dies of the natural ſmall-pox, 
beſides, nobody whatever is disfigured' by it. I knoy 
your prieſts oppoſe it, exclaim againſt it as a deadly fin, 
and talk a great deal of nonſenſe about it. Ours did ſo 
too at firſt, but we have let them talk on, and have not 
done the leſs for their outcry.” And indeed, on their own 
principles, would not bleeding and taking of phyfic, by 
way of prevention, be equally criminal? If a tax were 
laid upon inoculation, and appropriated to the patrimony 
of the church, I'll engage thoſe : gentlemen would ſpeak 
well of it. Do you, madam, boldly introduce the prac- 
tice, in ſpite of your ſpiritual guide, and inoculate your 
4 daughter; for I would not have her complexion 


- — 


LETTER LXVII. 
TO THE SAME 
Bath, Nov. 11, 1752. 


V OUR little boy has certainly, by this time, paid 
his reſpects to you at Paris, for the third time. I did 
not intend he ſhould go again ſo ſoon; he was to have 
ent. his winter at the Hague, but he has begged 
o hard, and in fo moving a ftrain, that 1 would 


1 


permit him to ſpend at leaft part of this winter at 

Paris that I could not find in my heart to deny him; 
and indeed I am not ſorry to ſee him haye this 
inclination ; which I conſider as 4 proof of his 
good taſte. To bribe my conſent, he has promiſed 


* After the ſmall pox. 
A Ax * 4. me 
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vous pourriez men procurer quelque dedommagement ; 
ce ſeroit en occupant. mes yeux, et mon eſprit, par le 
nombre et la Jongueur de vos lettres, qui me recompenſe- 
roient bien de ce que J'ai perdu cot de Vouie, © 

15 vous felicite de tout mon cœur, madame, de la con- 
valeſcence de monſeigneur le dauphin*. Il me ſemble 
que lalarme que la France a eue de ſa maladie, devroit 
introduire, chez. vous, Vinoculation de la petite verole. 
Elle eſt generalment etablie chez nous, pas un de cent 
nen eſt mort, au lieu que, de la petite verole naturelle, 
on compte un de ſept; d'ailleurs, perſonne abſolument 
nen eſt gatè: je ſais que vos pretres sy oppoſent, crient 
au pëchẽ mortel, et diſent bien des ſottiſes la-deſſus. Les 
notres ont d abord fait la meme choſe, mais on les a laiſ- 
e crier, et on nen a pas moins fait pour cela. En effet, 
ſur leurs propres principes, les ſaignees, et les purgations, 
par precaution, ne ſont-elles pas également criminelles ? 
Si on mettoit quelque taxe ſur Vinoculation qui fut appro- 
price au patrimoine de Fegliſe, je m engage que ces meſ- 
ſieurs en feroient leloge. Introduiſez cette coutume bar- 
diment, madame, en depit de votre directeur, et en fa- 
veur de mademoiſelle votre dernière fille, dont je ne vou- 
drois pas que le teint fut gate, 2 
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LETTRE LXVTII, 
A LA MEM E, 


Aux Bains, ce 11 Nov. V. S. 1752. 


Vor RE petit pay vous aura, 2 coup ſtr, deja 
fait ſa cour, pour la troiſieme fois, à Paris. Je ne 
comptois pas qu il y retournàt encore {i tôt; il devoit hi- 
vernera la Haye, mais il m'a pris ſi inſtamment, et meme 
d'une maniere {i touchante, de vouloir bien lui permettre 
de paſſer encore au moins une partie de cet hiver 
a Paris, que je n'ai pu lui refuſer; et au fond, 
Ja EtE bien- aiſe de lui voir cette envie, que je conſiꝭdre 
comme une preuve de ſon bon gofit. Pour obtenir 
plus facilement mon conſentement, il m'a promis de 
| | travailler 
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me to ſtrive inceſſantly to acquire thoſe laſt touches cf 
high poliſh, which are ſo neceſſary to all, and which he 
wants more than any one; at leaſt, it will be his own 
ſault if he does not take them. If he is capable of im- 
provement from the beſt models, he will ſee you and your 
friends ; if, in return, you chuſe to learn the accompliſh. 
ments and graces of the Germanic body, he muſt be able 
to teach them you, having frequented the counts of h. 

dozen electors, and about threeſcore princes of the Holy 
Roman empire. Whatever you do, madam, I beg you 
will not ſpare him; tell him the plain truth in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, ſhew no indulgence to any of his failings: 
he will believe you more than any body elſe, and con- 


am no get for any thing elle ! At all ages, we muſt 


make muc 


madam, without ſo much as telling you what I am to 


2 


LETTER LN 
TO THE SAME. 
HO I London, Dec. 18, 1752. 
L A D Y Hervey has, for theſe four months, had 
the gout in both hands, which ſhe orders mine 
to tell you. She is'tired of her gout, which, how- 
ever, is not painful now, but has left ſuch a * 
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travailler aſſiduement à acquerir ces couches du beau ver- 
nis, qui ſont {i nëceſſaires à tout le monde, et dont il a 
us beſoin que tout autre; au moins il ne tiendra qua 
fal de les prendre. S' peut profiter des meilleurs mo- 
deles, il vous verra, et vos amis; fi, en Echange, vous 
ſouhaitiez d apprendre le bon ton, les agremens, et les 
graces du corps Germanique, il doit @tre en état de vous 
4 enſeigner, ayant frequents les cours d'une demi-dou- 
zaine d'Electeurs, et d'ne ſoixantaine de princes du faint 
empire Romain. Au reſte, madame, je vous en ſupplie, 
ne le mEnagez point, dites- lui fortement des verites, ne 
lui paſſez rien, il vous en croira plus que tout autre, et 
ar conſequent en profitera plus. wn 

Liinter& que vous daignez prendre à ce qui me 
touche, m'oblige de vous dire deux mots au ſujet de ma 
chetive ſants, qui d'ailleurs ne vaut pas la peine qu'on 
en parle. Ces eaux m'ont fait quelque bien; jentends 
mieux que je ne faiſois quand je ſuis venu ici, mais 
encore aſſez bien pour tre rEhabilite comme membre de 
la ſocietE. ſe n'entends que quand on m'addreſſe la pa- 
role, et qu'il n'y a pas d' autre bruit, c'eſt-a-dire, que je 
n'entends que dans les tete-ã-tètes; et hElas ! les t&te-3- 
tètes ne ſont plus de mon reſſort. Que mon ſort ſeroit 
triſte, ſi je n'ayois pas du goũt pour la lecture, qui me 
fait ſouvent oublier, pendant que j'y ſuis, que je ne ſuis 
plus bon à autre choſe, A tout 3ge, il faut cherir les 
illuſions conſolantes ou agreables ; dans la jeuneſſe, elles 
ſe preſentent, dans la vieilleſſe, il les faut chercher, ou 
meme en faire, et avec tout cela, l'ennui en eſt Vappa- 
nage. Pour ne vous pas communiquer une partie du 
mien, je vous donne le bon ſoir, madame, et mème ſans 
vous dire ce que je vous ſuis. 


. 


LET TRE LXIX. 


D = 
A LA MEME. * 


— 


I: y a quatre mois que * Hervey a eu 
la goutte aux deux mains, ce qu'elle ordonne à la 
mienne de vous dire; je lui at montre votre lettre; 
cle s'impatiente de ſa goutte, qui ne la fait pour- 
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neſs in her hand, that ſhe cannot yet hold her pen. She 
deſires her beſt compliments to you. 3 

F am very glad your boy is ſomewhat proved in 
his air and manners; but I cannot conceive how he is 
not much more ſo, conſidering he has been ſeven years 
upon his travels all over Europe, and has really fre. 
quented the very beſt company in every country. He 
ought, by this time, to have not only the air, the po- 
litenefs, the attentions, that are abſolutely neceſſary, 55 
even the higheſt poliſh, and all that is moſt engaging in 


the art of pleaſing. Yet it is no ſuch thing, and he is 
fill far below the mere neceſſary. How, madam, will 
you reconcile this with that juſt way of thinking, and 
that tractable diſpoſition, you, ſuppoſe him to have 
How is it poſſible to have a juſt way, of thinking, and 
not ſee the neceſſity of pleaſing ; or a tractable diſpoſi- 
tion, and not learn the means of attaining that end? If, 
as you ſay, and as it is but too true, he be not thorough- 
ly convinced of the neceſſity of pleaſing, when will he 
be ſo? A thouſand people have told him, over and over, 
all that can be ſaid about it. I have exhauſted the ſub- 
ject, in the letters I have writ to him for theſe four years; 
but ſome propoſitions are ſo ſelevident, that there is na 


making them PUNT. ; 
I am come home from Bath, juft as I went; I have 


no farther hopes, and here am I ſcratched out for ever 
from ſociety. I have no reſource left, but reading and 
reflection, the moſt pleaſing of which will be the friend- 
ſhip you have honoured me with, and the ſentiments of 
2 and gratitude with which I wiſh you a good 
night. | | h hy 


LE TE R LXX. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, May 3, 1753. 


An old man, a deaf man, a hermit, could not 
contribute much to make Mr. d'Ennery's * ſhort 
ſtay here very agreeable; it was well for him that 
he had better guides, to conduct him through the 

* A gentleman of great merit, who poſſeſſes one of the fineſt col- 
lections of medals in Europe, and came oyer to England to enrich it. | 
| | maze 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET, LXIX. LXX. 59 
tant plus ſouffrir a_preſent, mais qui lui a affoibli la 
main, au point qu'elle ne peut pas encore tenir la plume. 
Elle vous fait mille complimens. . 

Je ſuis bien-aiſe que votre petit galopin ait gagn& un 

u du cbt de Lair, et des manières, mais je ne com- 
prends point comme quoi il n'a pas gagne beaucoup 
davantage, vi qu'à preſent il y a ſept ans qu'il a &s 
dans tous les pais- de l'Europe, et qu'il y a r6ellement 
frequents tout ce qu'il y a de mieux. Il devroit actuel- 
lement. avoir, non ſeulement l'air, la politeſſe, et les 
attentions neceſſaires, mais mème le plus beau vernis, 
et tout ce qu'il y a de plus ſeduiſant dans Tart de plaire. 
Ce n'eſt pourtant rien moins que cela; et il a encore 
un furieux chemin à faire pour parvenir au neceſſaire. 
Comment combinez-vous cela, madame, avec Teſprit 
juſte, et la docilitè que vous lui donnez ? Un eſprit peut- 
il etre juſte, et ne pas voir la néceſſitè de plaire? Et 
peut- il ètre docile, et nen pas apprendre les moyens? 
$'il n'eſt pas encore, comme vous le dites, et comme il 
n'eſt que trop vrai, aſlez perſuadè de la neceſſite de plaire, 
quand le fera-t-il ? Mille perſonnes. lui ont aſſez dit tout 
ce qu'on peut dire ſur ce ſujet, et j'ai Epuiſe, cette ma- 
tiere dans les lettres que je lui ai Ecrites depuis quatre 
ans; mais il y a des propoſitions ſi Evidentes en elles- 
memes, qu'il n'y a pas moy en de les rendre plus claires. 

Je ſuis revenu des Bains, tout auſſi ſourd que j'y ſuis 
alle; je n'ai plus d'eſperance, et me voici biffè pour 
toujours de la ſociẽtẽ. Il ne me reſte donc. d autre reſ- 
ſource que la lecture, et les reflèxions, dont le plus flat- 
teuſes ſeront Vamitie dont vous avez bien voulu m' ho- 
norer, et les ſentimens d' eſtime et de reconnoiſſance, avec 
leſquels je vous donne le bon ſoir. | 
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Us vieillard, un feurd, un hermite, ne pouvoit 
guères contribuer à endre le peu de {jour que mon- 
heur d'Ennery » 2 fait ici agreable; mais heu- 
reuſement pour lui il avoit de meilleurs guides, pour 

| | 8 le 
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maze of London. He has ſeen every thing, has been 
every where; and wherever he has been, they have 
wifhed to ſee him again. His merit, his behaviour, and 
the Engliſh language, which he ſpeaks tolerably well, 
would, in t:me, have procured him an entrance into our 

companies; but fach is our genius, that it would 
have been a work of time, had not our many young 
people, who had had the pleaſure of being acquainted 
with him at Paris, preſently initiated him into the myſ- 
teries of good company. Your other child, to whom, 
indeed, you have been as kind as if he had really been 
your own, has, it is true, rather a genteeler figure, and 
a better air and addreſs, than he had formerly; but you 
muſt own too, that there is great room for improvement, 
and that he is {till far from being that graceful, ſociable, 
amiable man I wifh him to be. I hope reflection, and 
a farther intercourſe with the world, wil make him ſo in 
time. Nothing is more neceſſary, not only in ſociety, 
but towards the ſucceſs of negociations. Good ſenſe and 
learning are the neceſſary foundations, but without the 
graces they are almoſt uſeleſs : rough diamonds are not 
Yom, yet they have their value, but they do not 

ine. 1 N 

Now, madam, is the ſeaſon for Bagatelle and Ba- 
biole ; in a few days, I purpoſe going to the latter, to 
bury myſelf, I will not ſay alive, for that cannot be ſaid 
of a' deaf man, but vegetating. I ſhall be there in the 
only company I am not a burden to, I mean my cab- 
bages. As for you, who have all the requiſites for en- 
joying and promoting the ſweets of ſociety, go to Baga- 
telle, recover your health, and forget your ſorrows. See 
your friends, divert yourſelf, and,” as much as you can, 
drive away. every painful and uſeleſs recollection. We 
are more maſters of our feelings, and of our paſſions, 
than we generally imagine; they muſt, of neceſſity, 
have an object; but, by taking upon us a little, we can, 
in a great meaſure, chuſe thoſe objects, and ſubſtitute 
agreeable to diſagreeable ones. At leaſt, I practiſe what 
I preach ; for, inſtead of ſinking under the greateſt mis 
fortune that could have befallen me, at my time of life, 
I mean my deafneſs, I make it my buſineſs to look out for 
every poſſihle alleviation, and am the readier to lay hold of 


cvery 
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le labyrinte de Londres. II y a, tout vi), il a EtE par- 
tout, et partout ol il a EtE, on a ſouhaite de l'y revoir. 
Son merite, ſes manieres, et VAnglois, qu'il parle tres- 
paſſablement, lui auroient toujours fraye le chemin à 
tout ce qu'il a de bonne compagnie ici: mais, faits 
comme nous le ſommes, il lui aurolt fallu du tems pour 
cela, au lieu que le Grand nombre de nos jeunes gens, 
qui avoient eu le plaihr 
d'abord dans tous les my ſtères de la bonne compagnie. 

Votre autre enfant, pour lequel, en verite, vous avez 
eu les mèmes bontẽs que s'il efit EtE reellement le votre, 
a, il eſt vrai, la figure un peu plus degagte, l'air un 
peu meilleur, et les manières un peu moins mauvaiſes 
qu'autrefois; mais vous m'avouerez auſſi, que, du point 
on il eſt actuellement, aux graces, au hant, à l'aimable, 
il a encore un furieux chemin à faire. J eſpere que la 
reflexion, et l'uſage du monde, les lui donneront avec 
le temps. Il n'y a rien de plus nëceſſaire, non ſeulement 
pour les agremens de la ſociete, . mais pour le ſucces 
dans les nEgociations. Le bon ſens, et le ſavoir, font 
des fondemens n&ceſflaires ; mais ſans les graces, ils de- 
viennent preſqu'inutiles: on ne porte pas les diamans 
bruts, la valeur y eſt pourtant, mais c'eſt-que le luſtre 
n'y eſt pas. | 

Voici, madame, la ſaiſon pour Bagatelle et Babiole; 
en peu de jours je compte d'aller à ce dernier endroit, 
m'y enterrer, je ne dis pas vif, car cela ne fe dit pas 
d'un ſourd, mais vegttant. ]'y ſerai dans la ſeule com- 
pagnie, à laquelle je ne ſuis pas a charge actuellement, 
c'eſt-a-dire mes choux ; mais pour vous, qui avez tout 
ce qu'il faut pour goiiter, et pour donner les dougeurs 
de la ſociẽtẽ, profitez de Bagatelle pour le retabliſſement 
de votre ſantè, et pour Foubli de vos chagrins. Voyez- 
y vos amis, amuſez- vous, et banniſſez, autant que vous 
e pourrez, des ſouvenirs auſſi inutiles que deſagreableg. 
Nous ſommes, plus que nous ne le croyons generalement, 
les maitres des ſentimens de notre coeur, et des mouve- 
mens de notre eſprit; il leur faut nEceſlairement un objet, 
mais en prenant un peu fur nous, nous pouvons en grande 
partie leur choiſir ces objets, et en ſubſtituer . lap 671 
aux deſagreables. Au moins Je preche d'exemple, puiſ- 
qu'au lieu de ſuccomber ſous le plus grand malheur qui 
pouvoit nrarriver à mon age, la ſourditè, je m'occu 15 

2 chercher 


de le connoſtre à Paris, Pont Initiè 
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every amuſement that is within my reach. That, ma- 
dam, is true philoſophy ; give me leave to recommend 
it to you. You will ſoon ſee lady Hervey again; ſhe ig 
heartily ſick of London, and longs to be at Paris. 1 
ſhall lament her abſence, but cannot blame her taſte, 
it comes into my ſyſtem of ama och TI know ſome 
who would do the ſame, if circumſtances would permit 
them to with you a good night at Bagatelle, inſtead of 
doing it here. 


PERMIT, madam, your little fervant, to add a ſmall 
poſtſcript to this letter, to aſſure you, that he will ever 
retain the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of gratitude, for the kindneſs 
you ſhewed him during his ſtay at Paris, and that he is 
with the moſt reſpectful attachment, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


P. STANHOPE, 


0 * * Ll . —_— 


—_ — 


LETTER LXXI. 
TO THE SAME. 


Babiole, June 24, 1763. 


Your filence will not conceal you, madam ; all you 
do bears the ſtamp of friendſhip, and elegance of taſte, 
to a degree that muſt betray you. I have actually 
before my eyes a proof of both. It is the fineft piece of 
Vincennes china I ever ſaw in my life; the matter, the 
form, the colouring, in ſhort, all is perfect, and could 
come from none but you. I beg you will ſuppoſe all I 
ought to. ſay upon the occaſion, and, as the Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme ſays *, as if 1 did not know what to ſay to 

1 | | NEE | 
I will confeſs to you, as 'it would certainly. come 
round to you from other quarters, that your favours 
have made me indiſcreet, and that I have played * 
6 * ' A 2 
The title of one of Moliere's plays. | 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 1. LET. LXX. LXXI. 63 


chercher tous les dedommagemens poſſibles, et je me prete 
d'autant plus à tout les amuſemens, qui font à ma por- 
tee. Voila, madame, la veritable philoſophie, je vous 
la recommande. Vous reverrez bientdt madame d' Her- 
vey, qui meurt d'ennui ici, et d'envie pour Paris: je 
regretterai ſon abſence, mais ſans blamer ſon goſit ; c'eſt 
dans mon ſyſizme de philoſophie. Jen connois d'autres 
qui feroient de meme, f1 les circonftances leur permet- 
toient de vous donner à Bagatelle au lieu d'ici le bon 
ſoir. 


1 "Ss | PS 18 39] 2 Ll 


— — 


PERMETTEZ, madame, 2 votre petit ſerviteur 


aſſurer qu'il conſervera èternellement les ſentimens de la 
plus vive reconnoiſſance des bontés, que vous lui avez 
i pendant fon ſejour a Paris, et qu'il eft avec 
Fattachement le plus reſpeQtueux; - 


Votre très-humble et très- obèiſſant ſerviteur, 


P. STANHOPE. 


„ » "EY 


— »„— 


LETTRE LXXI. 
1 14 ME E. 
| | A Babiole, 24 Juin, 1753. 
VorRE filence ne vous cachera pas, madame; 


Pamiti6, et du bon goũt, pour ne vous pas déceler. J'ai 
actuellement devant mes yeux une preuve de l' une et 
de autre. C'eſt la plus belle pièce de porcelaine de 
Vincennes que jaye vu de mes jours; le fond de la 
matiere, la forme, les couleurs, enfin tout en eſt par- 
fait, et ne pouvoit venir que de votre part. Suppoſez, 
Je vous en ſupplie, tout ce que je devrois vous dire de 
la mienne, et faites (comme dit le Bourgeois Gentil- 
homme ) comme ſi je: ne ſavois que vous dire la- deſſus. 
Je. vous avouerai, puiſque vous le ſauriez d'ailleurs, que 
vos faveurs m'ont rendu indiſeret, et que je vous al joue 
un 


d'ajouter une petite apoſtille à cette lettre, pour vous 


tout ce que vous faites eſt trop marque au coin de 
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a petit maitre's trick, in the preſence of Mr. Frances and 
Mr. Buchelay, by ſeating myſelf between your arm, 
in my boudotr at London, and at the ſame, time hintin 
to them that they were yours. I have had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing thoſe two gentlemen, both in town and here, 
but I was obliged to catch them flying ; for, as they 
were determined to ſee every thing, oy were always 
upon the wing, ſo that I have ſeen much leſs of them 
oe of i ap T ab a | 

uppoſe you are now at Bagatelle, where you ma 
be faid to * for this month vaſt, I have been ber, 
where I vegetate at beſt. Society, at leaſt, returns you 
ſome part of the pleaſure you give; for my part, I nei- 


ther give or receive any. 


— — 


— — — 


IF I have not a deſire of pleaſing in general, it is your 
fault, madam, and I lay the blame upon you. The 
honor of having been acquainted with you has made me 
too nice in my taſte, but I promiſe you, whenever I 
meet with perſons like you, my ambition to pleaſe them 
ſhall equal, if poſſible, the reſpe& and gratitude with 
which I have the honor to be, | 


M AD A M;, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
P. STANHOPE; 


* —_— * * * * * n 


LETTER. LXXII. 
TO THE SAME. 
| 5 Babiole, Sept. 13, 1754. 
| FE ſpared you of late, madam, but 42 ſhall 
not eſcape me, and as long as we are both in this 
world, I ſhall remind you, from time to time, that 


ou have as affectionate a friend, and as zealous a ſervant, 
in England, as any you can have in France; that 


— 
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un tour de petit maĩtre, en preſence de meſſieurs Frances 

et Buchelay, en me plagant entre vos bras dans mon 
boudoir à Londres, leur donnant en meme tems à com- 

prendre que c etoient les votres. Jai eu le plaiſir de 
voir ces deux meſſieurs a Londres et ici, mais il les fal- 

loit tirer en volant; car, comme ils voulotent abſolument 

tout voir, ils Etotent. toujours par voles et par chemins, 

de ſorte que je 08 ai vus bien moins que Je ne Taurois 
ſouhaite. 

Je ſu ppoſe que vous etes actuellement a Bagatelle, 
od vous vivez; je ſuis depuis un mois ici, ot je vegète 
tout au plus. La ſocietè vous rend au moins quelques 
uns des agremens que vous lui donnez zl oun moi je n'y 
donne, et Je: n'en — Pues Rcnant nt n tf or 
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SI je. nai pas le doſir de Tt Tina), 2 * 
ſaute, madame, et je m'en prends à vous. L'honneur 
de vous avoir connue m'a rendu le gout trop delicat, 
mais je vous promets que partout oi je trouverai des 
gens qui vous reſſemblent, mon 4 9 de leur plaixe 
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reſſouvenir de tems en tems, 57 vous avez en — 


terre un ami auſh tendre, * ſeryiteur auſh zel, que 
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is a. a great deal, but no more than is true. Would 
you believe that your friendſhip is become of greater 
conſequence to me than ever, and that it is owing to 
our diſtance from each other? Deafneſs is productive of 
very odd effects, and inverts the natural order of things; 
epiſtolary intercourſe is the converſation of the deaf, 
and. the only band of their ſociety.' A friend, when 
preſent, is a burden to me, as he makes me doubly 
ſenfible of my misfortune, which I forget, in ſome de- 
E am writing to him, or reading his letters. 
or inſtance, I ſhonld hate to ſer yow talk, whereas 1 
am overjoyed fo bear you write. You will on, madam, 
this is a new kind of compliment, and the more ſtrange 
from me, as, not long fince, my moſt ardent wiſh was, 
for the pleaſure of ſeeing you once more at Paris. I fully 
intended it; but altri rempr,” altri cure. 

Your little boy does not go to Venice, as I flattered 
myſelf he would; I thotight myſelf ſure, but is any 
thing ſure at court? Yes, that they promiſe much, and 
perform little. Tilt Cornething_ offers, I have again re- 
moved him; he ſet out laſt week for Holland, and from 
thence he is to go and ſpend the winter at the electoral 
eurks of Bonn, Manheim, Munich, Dreſden, &c. Is 
it to poliſh him, you will aſk, and to give him the 
varniſh you fo much wiſh him to have, that you ſend 
him to Germany ? Indeed it is, madam, and I am 


perſuaded he will be. the better for it. He has not a 
proper deſire of pleafing, he has not the neceſſary at- 
tentions, he does not love to conſtrain himſelf; he will 
be eompelled to it by the German ſtiffneſs, pride, 
and haughtineſs, which. is the proper antidote againſt 
his careleſſneſs. Beſides, there are no Engliſh to be 
met with in thoſ& thurts;' which is no ſmall article in 
the account of good breeding and politeneſs. A pro- 
pos of Engliſh, you; will ſoon have one at Paris, that 
T think a very promiſing youth; it is the young lord 
Bolingbroke, nephew. to our deceafed friend, and, by 
his talents, no way unworthy to bear his name. Ie 
will certainly Tee -hini at | PhStel 'de '* * * and your 
friendſhip for his late uncle will be a fore effectual 
tecommendation than any thing T cbuld fay to you; 
otherwiſe- I would have taken the ſiherty earnefti/ to 
beg you would grant him, not only your «rey an 
| ? LEE” 7 u 
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yous puiſſiez en avoir un en France; c eſt beaucoup dire, 
mais cela eſt vrai. Croiriez vous bien que votre amitie 
m'eſt devenue plus intèreſſante que jamais, et cela par 
notre Eloignement ? La ſurditè a des effets bizarres, et 
renverſe I'ordre naturel des choſes; le commerce de let- 
tres eſt la converſation des ſourds, et l' unique lien de 
leur ſocicte. Un ami preſent m'accable, en me faiſant 
ſentir plus vivement mon malheur, que j'oublie, en 
quelque n, en lui Ecrivant, et en liſant ſes lettres. 
Par exemple, je ſerois au deſeſpoir de vous voir parler, 
au lieu que je ſuis trop heureux de vous entendre bcrire. 
Avouez, madame, voici un compliment tout nouveau, 
et d autant plus ſingulier de ma part, qu'il n'y a pas 
longtems que l'objet le plus cher de mes voeux Etoit le 
plaiſir de vous revoir à Paris; je me le propoſois, mais 
altri tempi, altri cure. enen $17 11 | 

Votre petit gargon ne va pas à Veniſe, comme je m'en 
&tois flatte ; je m'en._croyois ſùr, mais à la cour y a-t-il 
quelque choſe de ſir ? Oui, qu'on y promet beaucoup et 
qu'on y tient peu. En attendant mieux, je l'ai encore 
tranſports ; il eſt . la ſemaine paſſte pour la Hol- 
lande, et de là il doit aller hiverner aux cours électorales 
de Bonn, Manheim, Munich, Drefde, &c. Eſt-ce pour 
le decrotter, me direz-· vous, et pour lui donner le vernis 
que vous lui ſouhaitez tant, que vous Venvoyez.-en Al- 
lemagne ? Eh] oui, madame, et je ſuis perſuades qu'il d's 
gagnera. Il n'a pas le defir de plaire qu'il lui faudroit, 
il n'a pas les attentions neceſſaires, il n'aime pas à ſe con- 
traindre; la roideur, la hauteur, et la morgue Gertnan- 
ique l'y forceront, c'eſt le contrepoiſon neceſſaire pour ſa 
nonchalance. . , D'ailleurs, il n'y a: jamais d Anglois d 
ces cours-la, ce qui eſt un grand article dans le compte 
des manieres, et de la politeſſe. A propos d'Anglois, 
vous en aurez un bientòt à Paris, dont j; augure ãvan- 
tageuſement; C eſt le jeune mylord Bolingbroke, neveu 
de feu notre ami, et, par les talens que je lui connois, 
nullement indigne de porter ſon nom. Vous le verrez 
ſurement a Vhdgel de + |. et votre amitie pour ſon onele 
vous le recommandera plus efficacement que tout ce que 
je pourrois vous dire. Sans cela, j aurdis pris la liberts 


de vous prier inſtamment de lui acchrder, non ſeulement 


votre protection, mais vos conſeils, et votre autorits 
meme.” II eſt encore neuf, mais il ſouhaite de ne etre 
F 2 pPlwus; 
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but your advice, and even your authority. He is but 
a novice, but he wiſhes to be no longer ſo; he is de- 
ſirous of improvement, and he will improve. I have 
been in correſpondence with him, ever fince his uncle's 
death, and, I do aſſure you, his letters are ſuch as would 
not have been diſowned by our late friend, either as to 
8 Wie pant 25 | 

l have vegetated this whole year, without pleaſures, and 
without ſorrows ; my age and deafneſs forbid the former; 
my philoſophy, or perhaps my natural diſpoſition, (for 
the one is often miſtaken for the other) ſecures me from 
the latter. I go on, making the moſt I can of the ſober 
amuſements of gardening, walking, and reading, and 
in this manner I wait for death, without either wiſhing or 
fearing it“; till the moment comes, you may, 2 
rank me in the number of thoſe who are moſt devoted to 
you. Se Ou | 
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me 1 London, Nov. 12, 1783. 
Vs, madam, let us fly, let us fly, nothing can be 
prettier or more convenient, no matter with what 
wings. But no, I am not for the wings of time, an 
more-than you. Alas ! we fly but too _ upon theſe 
* our will. But why not the wings of the winds ? 
The Zephyrs have long had wings, and I am much 
miſtaken. if I have not ſeen, at the corner of a map of 
Lapland, the great bloated Boreas with enormous ones; 
but if it is not the faſhion to ſay ſo, we muſt think no 
more of theſe. If you are ſo difficult in your choice, we 
ſhall abſolutely have none left, but the wings of love, 
which you ſeem to have no mind to uſe. I have ſearched 
every where for the wings of friendſhip, theſe would have 
ſuited us to perfection, but ſhe has none, becauſe ſhe is 
not ſuppoſed to be fickle. So, as there are no others to 
be had, let us ſkim along on the wings of love, let us 
clap: them on, and apply them to the uſe of friend- 
ſhip. Dear, how pretty they are, how ſwift they go! 
and they return as quick. © The queſtion is only 3 


* A line of S. Evremond. 
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plus; il veut ſe former, et il ſe formera. Jai: &t6 
en commerce de lettre avec lui, depuis la mort de ſon 
oncle, et je vous aſſure que celles que j en ai regues ne 
ſeroient pas dẽſavouęes par feu votre ami, ni par rapport 
à la matiere, ni par rapport au ſty le. #5 
ai vegets toute cette annce ici, ſans plaiſirs, et ſans 
ines: mon age et ma ſurdite me defendent les pre- 
miers ; ma philoſophie, ou peut etre mon temperament, 
(car on 8'y trompe ſouvent) me garantit des dernières. 
e tire toujours le meilleur parti que je puis Yes amuſe- 
mens tranquilles du jardinage, de la promenade, et de 
la lecture; moyennant quoi, att la mort, ſuns la 
defirer ou la craindre . Juſqu ce moment-la, compte 
moi, madame, dans le nombre de ceux qui vous ſont 
les plus dèvouès. | 


— 


_ wad m— 


LETTRE LXXII 


— — 


A LA MEM E, 
A Londres, ce 12 Nov. 1953. 


O UI, madame, volons, volons, il n'y auroit rien de 
plus joli, ni de plus commode, n'importe avec quelles 
ailes. Je me dedis pourtant, et je ne veux non plus que 
vous les ailes du tems. Helas! nous n'y volons deja 
que trop vite malgrè nous. Mais pourquoi pas les ailes 
des vents ? Depuis tres-longtems, les z&Ephyrs ont eu 
des ailes, et je me trompe fort, ſi je n'ai pas vu, au 
coin d'une carte de Laponie, le gros bourſoufle Bore, 


qui en avoit de furieuſes; mais des que cela ne ſe dit 
pas, il n'y faut plus penſer. Si pourtant vous &tes ft 


difficile dans le choix, il ne vous reſtera abſolument que 
les ailes de l'amour, dont vous paroiſſez n'avoir pas en- 
vie de vous ſervir. J'ai . partout {1 je pouvois 
trouver des ailes à l'amitiè, g'auroit et juſtement notre 
fait; mais elle neꝰ en a pas, parceque l'amitie n'eſt pas cen- 
{ce Etre volage. Comme donc il ne nous en reſte pas 
d'autres, fendons les airs ſur les ailes de l'amour; prenons- 
les 2 bon comte, et mettons-les au profit de Vamitie. 
Eh! qu'elles ſont jolies, qu'elles vont vite, il eſt vrai 
qu'elles reviennent de meme; reſte done ſeulement 2 


ſavoir 
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find them. The poets are continually talking of them; 
AS they would talk of poſt-chaiſes ; but; between ou 
and me, I believe they tell fibs, and the more as, when 
I conſider the ſpecific gravity of our bodies, and the 
ſubtlety of the air, I am inclined to queſtion whether 
men have ever flown at all. 50 I doubt we muſt be 
content with ſome more ſimple and eaſy method, ſuch 
as a magician in our pay, a hippogryph, or at leaſt 
ſome kind, genius, who having been hermetically im- 
priſoned in a little vial *, will undertake, for the ſake 
of recovering his liberty, to waft us in a minute, or at 
fartheſt in a minute and a half, wherever we chuſe to 
go. How many trips we ſhould: then take from Paris 
to London, and from London to Paris, as likewiſe from 
Bagatelle to Babiole, and from Babiole to Bagatelle! In 
my way to Paris, to pay my court to you, I would ſtep 
to the moon, for a few minutes only, in hopes of find. 
ing my ears there, encouraged by the example of Af- 
tolpho, who found there the wit of Orlando f. Were I 
to find none but Midas's ears, I would ſeize upon them, 
for I muſt have the pleaſure of hearing you at any rate; 
it is well worth taking a journey to the moon. Seri- 
ouſly, madam, could not our abb& find out ſome vehi- 
cle of that kind, in all the conjuring books in his li- 
brary, particularly in Solomon's clavicula t, or in the 
reſpectable Hebrew, Arabic, or cabaliſtical manuſcripts? 
If he will help me to ſome, I bind myſelf by a vow to 
offer up to bun (the ancients always promiſed ſome 
offering to their deities and their prieſts to make them 
propitious) a night gown with a grey ground, flowered 
with the fineſt roſe colour, that ever genius, ſylph, or 
fairy wore. It is their favourite colour, as well as that of 
the abbe. At all events, and till we can do better, I ſhall 
ſend you your things to-morrow by the ufual convey- 
ance ; the parcel is directed as you ordered, and contains 
the things you commiſſioned me to buy, and likewiſe the 


a — diable botteux (the devil upon two ſticks) of Le Sage is here 
q to. 

+ Arioſto, in the wittieft as well as wildeſt of all poems, his Orlanda 
Furiaſo, introduces king Aſtolpho, taking a trip to the moon, and 
finding there whateyer is loſt ppon earth; as for inſtance, the 
lover's tears and ſighs, the time ſpent in gamipg, the vain pur- 
ſuits of learned ignorance, the prayers and vows to heayen, the 
promiſes of princes, &c, but eſpecially ſmall bottles filled with com- 

| abbẽ'ꝰs 
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voir ou les trouver; les pottes nous en parlent à tous 
peek comme ils parleroient des chaiſes de poſtes ; 
mais, entre nous, je crots qu/ils mentent, et d autant 
plus que, quand je conſidère la gravite ſpecifique de 
not corps, et la ſubtilite de Pair, je doute un peu ſi ja- 
mais on a vole. Je crains donc qu'il faudra que nous 
nous contentions de quelque moyen plus ſimple et plus 
facile, comme d'un enchanteur à gages, un hippogriffe, 
ou au moins de quelque genie bienfalſant, qui ayant été 
hermetiquement empriſonne dans une petite phiole *, 
voudra, pour regagner 1a liberté, nous tranſporter dans 
une minute, ou tout au plus dans une minute et demie, 
13 od nous le voudrions. Que de courſes nous ferions 
alors de Paris à Londres, et de Londres à Paris, comme 
auſh de Bagatelle à Babiole, et de Babiole à Bagatelle 
En chemin faifant, pour vous faire ma cour à Paris, 
j irois pour quelques momens ſeulement, a la lune, dans 
beſperance ay trouver mes oreilles, encourage par l'ex- 
emple d'Aſtolphe, qui y trouva bien Feſprit de Roland f. 
Si meme je n'y trouvois que celles de Midas, je m'en 
ſaiſirois, car il faut abſolument que Jaye le plaiſir de 
vous entendre, cela vaut bien un voyage à la lune. 
Serieuſement madame, notre abbè ne pourroit il pas nous 
trouver quelque voiture de la ſorte, dans tout le grimoire 
de ſa bibliothèque, ſurtout dans la clavicule de Salomon t, 
ou dans les reſpectables manuſcrits Hebreux, et Arabes, 
de la cabale? S'il m'en fournit, je fais vœu de lui offrir 
(les anciens promettoient toujours quelque offrande à 
leurs divinit&s, et à leur pr8tres, pour ſe les rendre propices) 
une robe de chambre à fond gris, releve du plus beau 
couleur de roſe, qu'ait jamais ports genie, ſylphide ou fee. 
Ceſt leur couleur favorite, auſſi bien que de Pabbe : en 
tout cas, et en attendant mieux, je vous enverrai demain, 
par la voiture ordinaire, les petites commiſſions dont vous 
m'avez fait Phonneur de me charger, Le pacquet eft 
addreſſs ſelon vos ordres, et contient auſh la robe de 
chambre de l'abbe. Je vous ſupplie, madame, de lui vou- 


loir bien faire mes complimens, et de Faffurer que, sil ne 


mon ſenſe, ſuppoſed to make up for the deficiencies of thoſe who have 
loſt either the whole, or part, of theirs. | . 

A fabulous book, much eſteemed in the Eaſt, and aſeribed to king 
Solomon, as containing the key to all his ſecrets, in aſtrology, al- 


chemy, and even the magic arts, that wife prince being thought to 


have keen the king of conjurors. . 
tenoit 
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abbe's night gown. I beg, madam, you will give m 
compliments to him, and aſſure him that, if it lay — 
power, inſtead of a night gown, I would ſend him 2 
pall, together with a cap of a deeper red than his fa. 

vourite colour. | t | 

I am this moment arrived from Bath, and juſt as deaf, 
that is to ſay, as ſtupid as I went ; but in point of genera] 
health, I am better. My ſtomach is in good order, and 
my appetite laudable, though not to compare to that of 
the abbe; that invulnerable ſtomach is a gift of heaven, 
upon which I congratulate him from the bottom of mine; 
he muſt improve it to the beſt advantage, that is' to ſay, 

he muſt fill it well. | | 7 
Little Bolingbroke, nephew to. our late friend, is at 
reſent with me, and in ten or twelve days, will have 
eee. of being with you. I have promiſed him 
would recommend him to you, and defire you to aſſiſt 
and protect him. He has true and ſolid good ſenſe, real 
taſte, and knows a good deal. What he ſtill wants, is 
a knowledge of the world, and the graces, which he is 
determined to acquire, if poſſible ; and I dare ſay it will be 
poſſible, as he ardently wiſhes to pleaſe, and to improve; 
and it is for that purpoſe that he intends to ſpend a year or 
two at Paris, without frequenting his countrymen. | 
But what a volume of a letter! You are quite exhauſt 


ed, I perceive it, Sp good night, madam, 


_ 
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TO THE SAME. 
London, April 6, 1754 


You have been very near loſing one of your moſt 
faithful ſervants, madam, and I ſhould have been forry for 
Four ſake, as I know the warmth of his friendſhip, and of 
is ſentiments towards. you; but as to himſelf, I care 
very little about it, now that he is fit for nothing, but 1s 
rather a burden to himſelf and others. Tt was my own 
felf who had well nigh walked off, with a rheumatiſm, 
or, as the phy ſicians called it, a flying gout, 1 — 
2149 7278052 ep 


| | 
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tenoit qu'à moi, au lieu d'une robe de chambre, je lui 
enverrois un pallium, accompagnè meme d'un bonnet 
dun rouge plus fonce, que fa couleur favorite. | 

Jarrive des Bains ict dans ce moment, et tout auſſi 
ſourd, c'eſt-a-dire auſh bete, que j'y ſuis alle; mais du 
Cote de la ſanté en general, j'y ai gagne. Mon eſtomac 
eſt en bon ordre, et mon appeètit eſt louable, ſans compa- 
nwiſon pourtant avec ceux de Vabbe ; cet eſtomac invulne- 

rable eſt un don du ciel, dont je le felicite du fond du 
mien, il faut le mettre à profit, c'eſt-a-dire le bien rem- 

lir. 
l Le petit Bolingbroke, neveu de feu notre ami, eſt actu- 
ellement avec moi, et en dix ou douze jours aura [hon- 
neur d'ꝭtre avec vous. Je lui ai promis de vous le recom- 
mander, et de vous prier de Vaider, et de le proteger. 1! 
a un bon ſens juſte et ſolide, le goũt ſtir, et ne manque 

d'acquis. Ce qui lui manque encore, c'eſt l'uſage du 

monde, et les graces, qu'il eſt bien reſolu d'acquerir, fi 
faire ſe peut, et j'oſe dire que faire ſe pourra, puis qu'il 
cherche ardemment 'A plaire, et à ſe former. C'eſt auſſi 
pour cela qu'il compte de reſter une annee ou deux à Paris, 
ſans y frequenter ſes compatriotes. | 

Mais quel volume que cette lettre] vous n'en pouvez 
plus, je m'en appergols ; bon ſoir done, madame. 


LETTRE LXXIV. 
A LA MEME, 


: A Londres, 6d'Avril, 1754. 
V OUS avez penſe perdre un de vos plus fideles ſer - 


viteurs, et j'en aurois etè fachè pour l'amour de vous, ma- 
dame, ſir comme je le ſuis de la vivacit de ſon amitis, et 
de ſes ſentimens, à votre 6gard ; mais, par rapport à lui, 
Je n'y prends que fort peu d'interèt depuis qu'il ne m'eſt 
plus bon à rien, mais plùtòt a charge. C'ttoit preciſsment 
moi mème, quiai penſe trẽpaſſer d un rhumatiſme, ou, ſelon 
les medecins, d'une goutte volante. Jen ai gards le lit un 
mois, 
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kept my bed a month, my room two months, and 
houſe three. At preſent, I have neither pain nor fick. 
neſs, but then I have neither health nor ſtrength, and car. 
not get completely well. I am willing to flatter myſey 
that, from a certain ſympathy; which indeed cannot vel 
be defined, your ſorrows have increaſed my illneſs, un. 
known to us both. Whether I believe it or not, I have 
whiſpered it to ſome people here, who have the honour 
of being acquainted with you, on purpoſe to give myſe| 
conſequence, and I really think they have ſhewn a greater 
regard for me ever ſince. Madam de Sevigne found 
great relief from her couſin count Buſly's being let blood, 
you are as good in all reſpects as that lady; and except 
in point of wit, I am as good as the count“. Our friend. 
ſhip is certainly more fincere than theirs was; why then 
Mould it not produce the ſame effects as their conſanguini. 
ty? Friendſhip is full as good as relationſhip ; but relati- 
onſhip does not always imply friendſhip. = 

At laſt, at laſt, madam, winter is over, and fine wea. 
ther is coming on ; we may once more ſee Bagatelle and 
Babiole. Upon my word, this ſevere winter had froze my 
brain to ſuch degree, that I was no longer a thinking be- 
ing; it is now far from being entirely thawed, as you may 
perceive by this letter, and therefore I ſhall conclude 
ſooner than uſual. | 
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LETTER LXXV. 


TO THE SAME, | 
Babiole, OR. 2, 1754. 


Y OUR letter, madam, has removed my fears, occa- 
ſioned by your filence. I was afraid you were ill; 
I was almoſt as much afraid you had forgot me; and laft- 
ly, I thought it by no means impoſſible but that, tired of 
ſo unintereſting and trifling a correſpondence as mine, 
you might have come to a reſolution of dropping it. The 
leaſt afflifting of theſe ſuppoſitions was full enough ſo, for 
one who has ſo long been devoted to you, but devoted on 

* A very witty, but ſtill more vain, French nobleman, in the time of 
Lewis XIV. His memoirs are very entertaining, and his letters almoſt 


equal to thoſe of his couſin, the celebrated madame de Sc vigné. * 
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mois, la chambre deux, et la maiſon trois; je n'ai à-pré- 
ſent ni douleur, ni maladie, mais en meme tems je n'ai 
ni ſantẽ, ni force, et je ne me retablis point. Je veux 
me flatter que, par une certaine ſympathie, qu'on ne peut 

as à la verits bien definir, vos chagrins ont -augmente 
ma maladie, et ma maladie vos chagrins, ſans que nous 
le ſuſſions Pun ou Pautre. En tout cas, que je le croye 
ou non, je Vai dit pourtant à PVoreille à quelques perſon- 
nes ici, qui ont Vhonneur de vous connoitre, pour me faire 
valoir, et effectivement, il m'a paru, qu'ils m'en ont con- 
ſiderè d'a vantage. Madame de Sevignè ſe trouva extr&- 
mement ſoulagee d'une ſaignee, que fit ſon couſin le comte 
de Buſſy*; vous la valez bien à tous E et, à le- 
ſprit pres, je vous bien monſieur de Buſſy. Notre amitis 
eſt certainement plus ſincere que n'Etoit la leur; pourquoi 
donc ne feroit-elle pas les memes effets que faiſoit leur pa- 
rents? Lamitie vaut bien la parente, mais la parents n'eſt 
nullement un terme ſynonime pour Pamitie. | 

A la fin des fins, madame, voici Vhiver qui eſt fini, et 
le beau tems qui commence, nous pouvons revoir Baga- 
telle et Babiole. En vert, les rigueurs de cet hiver m'a- 
voient glace la cervelle, au point que je n't&tois plus un 
ttre penſant; il sen faut bien qu'elle ſoit encore tout-a- 


que, pour cette rajſon, je finirai platdt qu à lordinaire. 


— — 


LET TRE LXXV. 
ALA MEME. 


A Babiole, ce 2 Oct. 1754. 


VorRE lettre, madame, m'a raſſure fur bien des 
craintes, que votre ſilence m'avoit cauſtes. ſe craignois 
que vous ne fuſſieʒ malade ; je craignois preſqu autant vo- 
tre oubli, et enfin, je croyois qu'il n'ttoit nullement im- 
poſſible que, laſſe d'un commerce auſſi peu intereſſant et 
auſh futile que le mien, vous n'euſſiez pris le parti de le 
laiſſer tomber tout doucement. Le moins aMigeant de ces 
cas toit bien aſſez, pour une perſonne qui depuis fi long- 
tems vous a &t6 devouce, mais de vouce ſur les ſeuls vrais 


fait degelce, comme vous le verrez bien par cette lettre, 


principes 
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the only true principles of a permanent eſteem and friend. 
ſhip, I mean on reaſon, and a thorough knowledge gf 
your worth. I had ſent you a letter from Aix-la-Chapelj, 
and another from Spa“; but I ſee they have both ſhare 
the ſame fate with the four laſt I wrote to lady Hery 
who was then at Paris, and never received one : *. 
matter is now cleared up, and the myſtery unravelled on 
both fides. FI 88 

The waters of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa have only patch. 
ed up my crazy building for a while; for, not a fortnight 
ago, I thought it was tumbling down. My giddineſ, 
and the pains in my ftomach, which are either the cauſe 
or the conſequence of it (for the faculty have not yet been 
able to determine that point) have almoſt demoliſhed me. 
All I feel now is weakneſs and languor. I believe your 
very humble ſervant is drawing near his end, for all the 
ills, that attend a more advanced age, are falling thick 
upon him. I even perceive that my mind weakens, 2 
well as my body: it muſt be ſo of courſe, as the body 
has a great influence on the mind, during their union 
here below. What I moft dread is, that my body ſhould 
outlive my mind, and drag on for years under the humi- 
ating effects of a palſy, which is frequently the caſe, 
Nothing ſhort of that will ever make me ceaſe to be 
your 


a. os ' AS - oo. 


LETTER 
ro THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 10, 1755. 


You judged rightly, madam, that my filence was in- 
voluntary, and that it was owing to cruel neceſlity. 
For theſe ſix months paſt, it ſeems as if all the complaints, 
that ever attacked heads, had joined to overpower mine.— 
Continual noiſes, head-ach, giddineſs, and impenetrable 
deafneſs; I could not ſtoop to write; and even reading, the 
only reſource of the deaf, was painful to me. In this diſ 
mal ſituation of the material part, the immaterial came in 


* Whither he was ſent by his phyſicians, for his rheumatiſm, giddineſs, 
and deafneſs ; he received but little benefit from this expedition. * 


— 


jacipes d'une eſtime, et dune amitiè permanentes, je 
4 Fre la raiſon, et la parfaite — — de ce que 
vous valez. Javois eu I honneur de vous Ecrire une lettre 
YAix-la-Chapelle, et une autre de Spa“, mais je vois que 


lettres que j'6crivis à madame d'Hervey, qui Etoit alors à 
Paris, et qui n'en a regu. pas une ſeule: nous voici donc 
eclaircis, et nous voici auſſi au denouement reEgiproque. 
Les eaux d'Aix-la-Chapelle et de Spa n'ont fait que des 
rcparations peu durables à mon chetift batiment, puiſqu' il 
n'y a pas quinze jours, que qe crus qu il s ecrouloit. Mes 
vertiges, accompagnes des maux d'eſtomac, qui en font 
ou la cauſe ou la ſuite, car la facultè n'a pu encore decide 
a deſſus, mont accable : il ne m'en, reſte a-preſent que 
a foibleſſe et la langueur. Je crois que votre tres humble 
ſerviteur tire vers ſa fin, puiſque tous les maux d'un age 
encore plus avance que le Gen lui tombent en foule fur 
le corps. Je m'appergois meme que mon eſprit baiſſe auſ- 
{i ; cela eſt tout ſumple, il faut s attendre, le corps ay- 
ant beaucoup A dire ſur l eſprit, pendant leur union ici has. 
Ce que je crains le plus, parceque cela arrive ſouvent, c'eſt 
que mon corps ne ſurvive 4 mon eſprit, et ne traine, pen- 
dant quelques annces, les effets humilians dune paralyfie. 
Il ne me faut, aſſurèment, rien moins que cela pour ceſſer 
d tre votre, &c. | CN A UT . 
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L E TT RE LXXVI. 


A LA MAMA. 


| 4; A Londres, 10 lane. 1735. A 
Vous aurez bien juge, madame, que mon long ſi- 


lence na pas te volontaire, mais qu'une dure neceſſite 
me la impoſe. En effet, depuis ſix mois, il ſemble que 
tous les maux qui ont jamais attaque des tEtes, ſe ſont re- 
unis pour accabler la mienne. Bruits perpẽtuels, migraines 
vertiges, et ſurdite impenëtrable, je n'ai pu la baiſſer pour 
ccrire, et la lecture mème, unique reſſource des ſourds, m'a 
ete penible. Dans cette triſte ſituation du materiel, _— 
tErie 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXV. LEXVI. 2 


ces deux lettres ont eu le meme ſort, que quatre autres 
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for a ſhare. Such is their union. If I thought at all, 
was ſo little that I do not remember it, and only recolleg 
that I wondered what you would think of my filence, and 
was ſorry I could not addreſs you on the new year, I vil 
not ſay, with the compliments of the ſeaſon; I hate th 
word when I am ſpeaking to you, but with my ſincere 
wiſhes for all that was moſt intereſting to you. 

It is very kind in you, madam, to think fo much d 
my misfortunes, as to take the trouble of inquiring after 
the means of alleviating them. I am perſuaded the per. 
fon you mean, who cures deafneſs, is the abbe 
de St. Julien, who has certainly performed great 
cures at Paris, but who has exerted all his ſkill upon me 
to no manner of purpoſe. Tan ago, I ſent himan 
exact account of my caſe ; he ſtudied it, anſwered all the 
articles one by one, and not only ſent his preſcriptions in 
writing, but the very medicines themſelves, which I ſeru- 
eutoally took; but my diforder proved ſtronger than he 
or his medicines, I have conſulted all the moſt noted 

hy ficians in Europe, but with no better ſucceſs; and 
he obſtmacy of a hereditary deafneſs, which is now inve- 
terate, has baMed all their efforts. I muſt have patience, 
it is the only remedy I have left; a ſad one indeed, and 
one that does not cure, but mitigates, in ſome meaſure, 
the evils it cannot remove. I do not act the Stoic philoſo- 
pher ; I feel my ſufferings, and I acknowledge them to be 
an evil, but, at the ſame time, I know, by experience, 
that we can take upon us much more than is generally 
imagined. If we be but willing, we are able to help our- 
ſelves to a certain degree. I ſeek every thing that can 
amuſe me, and divert the gloomy reflections, which my 
misfortune would otherwiſe ſuggeſt. I partake of the 
ſmalleſt amuſements ; I endeavour to magnify them, and 
to make them appear conſiderable. By this means, and 
with the help of a chearſul diſpoſition, I {till make ſhiff to 
keep off melancholy. ILdivert myſelf but little, but then 
I do not afffict weit avertmugh. „„ 
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eriel y a Et pour ſa part ; telle eſt leur union. Si q ai 
Venſe du tout, g'a CtE u, que je ne m'en reſſouviens 
pas, et je me e ement que j ai penſe à ce que 
Vous penſeriez de mon ſilence, et au regret que j avois 
Je ne pouvoir pas vous prevenir au renouvellement de 
Nette année, je ne dis pas, par les complimens de la 1 | 
Jason, ce terme là me choque vis-a-vis de vous, mais 
| es vœux finceres que je formois, pour tout ce qui 
avoit vous intereſſer le plus. i | 
Vous avez bien de la bont&, madame, de ſonger aſſez_ 
z mes. matheurs, pour vous donner la peine de vous in- 1 
former des moy ens de les adoucir.. Je ſuis perſuade | 
que le médecin des. ſourds, dont vous parlez, eſt Vabbe {| 
de St. Julien, qui a certainement fait de grandes cures à 1 
Paris, mais qui a tres-inutilement employè tout ſon ſavoir _ 
faire ſur moi. Il y a deux ans que je Jui at envoy mon cas 1 
trs- exactement detaille ; il I'a ẽtudie il y a rẽpondu article 
pour article, et il ma non ſeulement envoys ſes ordon- 
nances par Ecrit, mais meme ſes remèdes en eſpèces que 0 
j ai pris ſcrupuleuſement ; mais mon mal a Ete plus fort i 
que lui et ſes remèdes. J'ai. conſults, de plus, tous les 1; 
plus cẽlòbres medecins de PEurope, mais avec le meme [ 
ſucces, et l'opiniàtretè d'une ſurdité her6ditaire, et a- | 
preſent inveteree, a rElifte à tous leurs efforts. Il faut 'Y 
done prendre patience, g'eſt le ſeul remede qui me reſte; 1 
riſte remede, 2 Ja verite, et qui ne guerit point, mais 
: 
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qui mitige un peu les maux, qu'elle ne peut pas guerir. | 
Je ne fais pas le philaſophe ſtoicien; je ſens mon mal, 1 
et je conviens que cen eſt un, mais en meme tems je 1 
ſens par experience qu on peut prendre beaucoup plus [ 
ſur ſoi- meme, qu'on. ne, croit gEntralement., En voulant 1 
8aider, on s'aide à un certain point; je cherche tout ce 1 
qui peut m'amuſer, et faire diverſion aux triſtes reflèxions, x 
que mon malheur autrement m'inſpireroit. Je me prete | 

aux moindres amuſemens; je tache de Jes groflir, et i 
den faire objet, moyennant quoi, et avec le ſecours d'un 
temperamment naturellement gai, je ſuis encore à Fabri 
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"LEFT ER LVL 
TO THE SAME. 


1 Babiole, Aug. 21, 1755, 

1 Never reckoned you, madam, in the number of thoſe 
vulgar grandmothers, who ſhew their ſtation by their 
wrinkles and their ill-temper. On the contrary, I have 
always taken it for granted, that under that character, you 
would have the ſame exclufive privileges as you have in 
all others; nor have I been miſtaken : you grow younger, 
you are grown plump, in a word, you adorn. the dignity 
of grandmother, which is not always ſo favourable to 
other ladies. You took your. meafures very well, when 
you contrived to bring a ſecond daughter into the world, 
to ſupply the place of the firſt, and to furniſh you with a 
ſucceſſion of thoſe pleaſing employments, which mater- 
nal fondneſs beftows on the education of a child. I doubt 
not but you will go on in the ſame method; and Tex 
that ten years hence, you will again- notify the birth of a 
third, who will come to replace the ſecond. 
Vou want me to tell you how I ſpend my time at Babi- 
ole. Pardon me, madam; I really will not, for it would 
be the ready way to make you change the place of your 
exile. I would rather ſend you the fineſt deſcription in the 
world of it, to induce you to come, and then, hen you 
was undeceived by experience, it would be too late to re- 
cede. We are told; this is the way that the men often 
deal with women; but can that be true? I will not belleve 
it. What you ſay about lady's Hervey's frequent journies 
is too true, and too ſenſible, to leave me the leaſt hope of 
ſeeing you at Babiole. I believe you would ſooner con- 
ſent to grow old, than to ramble about as ſhe does. I 
would chuſe once for all, and ſettle in the country Tliked 
beſt. To be at eaſe, one muſt be at home; and it is hav- 
ing no home, to be always encamping and decamping 
like the Tartars. 5 | 

You defire me, madam, to give you an account of 
your quondam foot-boy, who has not, I aſſure you, _ 
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LET TRE LXXVII 
A LA MEME: 
A Babiole, 21 J'Aofit, 1755. 


J E nè vous ai jamais comptèe, madame, du nombre de 
ces grandmeres vulgaires, qui annoneent leur Etat par 
leurs rides, et leur mauvaiſe humeur. Au contraire, j'ai 
toujours ſuppoſe que vous auriez dans ce caracters les pri- 
vilẽges excluſifs, que vous avez dans tous les autres. Je 
ne m'y ſuis point trompe z vous rajeuniſſez, vous prenez 
de l'embonpoint, et enfin, vous ornez la dignite de grand- 
mere, qui de tems en tems dEpare un peu les autres, 
Vous avez auſh bien 45 vos meſures, et mème de loin, 
en faiſant mademoiſelle la ſeconde, preciſement dans le 
temps qu'il falloit, pour qu'elle remplagat made moiſelle 
la premiere, et qu'elle vous procurat cette ſucceſſion d oc- 
cupations agreables, que l'amour maternel trouve dans 
les ſoins, et dans l'education d'un enfant. Je ne doute 
que vous ne continuiez encore ſur ce ton-là, et je 
m'attens qu'en dix ans d'ici, vous me ferez encore la no- 
tification d'une troiſièẽme mademoiſelle, pour remplacer 
> ſon tour la ſeconde. 1 
Vous voulez que je vous detaille la vie que je mene à 
Babiole z vous me pardonnerez, madame, mais je n'en 
ferai rien, puiſque ce ſeroit le moyen de vous faire chan- 
ger le lieu de votre exil. Je vous en ferois plit6t la plus 
belle deſcription du monde, _ vous y attirer, et puis, 
quand vous en ſeriez defabuſte par experience, il ſeroit 
trop tard pour reculer. Voila comme on pretend que les 
hommes agiſſent ſouvent vis-a-vis des femmes, mais cela 
ſeroit- il poſſible? Je ne veux pas le croire. Ce que vous 
me dites au ſujet des frequens voyages de mylady Hervey, 
eſt trop vrai, et trop ſenſè pour me laiſſer la moindre eſ- 
perancede vous voir à Babiole. Je crois que vous conſen- 
tiriez plùtòt à vieillir, qu'a battre la campagne comme el- 
le fait. P'opterois, une fois pour toutes, et je me fixe- 
rois dans le paſs qui me plairoit le plus: pour &tre a fon 
aiſe, il faut tre chez ſoi, et on n'a plus de chez foi, quand 
on campe et decampe comme les Tartares. 
Vous voulez, madame, que je vous rende compte de 
votre petit galopin de jadis, qui n'a pas, je puis vors aſſu- 
Vo“. III. G | . 
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how much he is indebted to you. He thinks and talks of 
it as he ought; and it is not his fault, but mine, if I have 
not delivered the compliments he has often deſired me to 
preſent to vou. He ſtudies, he * he informs him- 
ſelf: in that reſpect all is well; he neither games nor 
drinks, and as for the reſt, I neither ought nor will 
know any thing, 

It is rumoured here, as well as in France, that our two 
kings kave taken it into their heads, ſhortly to declare us | 
enemies ; but I declare to them by theſe preſents, that 
they may do as they pleaſe, but that I will ſooner run ] 
the riſque of being guilty of high treaſon, than not be de- 
voted to you as long as live. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 25, 1755. 


By no means, madam, will I addreſs you with the 
threadbare compliments of the ſeaſon, which the falſhood 
of the heart has long made ſuſpicious, and the proftitu- 
tion of politeneſs has debaſed. A happy new year to you, 
then, and there's an end of it. I cannot, however, forbear 
aſſuring you of my wiſhes for your health, and I am ſure 
that is all you can want. My own ills have ſoftened my 
heart upon this ſcore, and I can hardly conceive there can 
be any other evils than ill health and deafneſs. Methinks 
natural evil ſoftens as much as moral evil hardens the heart. 
I never give now to..the poor who look healthy, I envy 
them too much, but I ruin myſelf in medicines and alms 
for the fick. It is a bricole of ſelf-love, I confeſs ; but it 
is human nature, and that ſame ſelf-love produces good as 
well as bad effects. Since the laſt letter I wrote to you, I 
have not had a day's health. Faintings, giddineſs, pains 
in my ſtomach, vapors, all take it by turns, and ſome- 
times attack me in a body, and almoſt overpower 
me. In ſhort, I am viſibly declining, and, or I am much 
miſtaken, you will ſoon have one very faithful ſervant leſs 
than you have now. A mind, united to ſuch a body, 


(end 
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rer, oublis ce qu'il vous doit. II y penſe, il en le com- 
me il doit, et c'eſt ma faute, et non la ſienne, ſi je ne me 
ſuis pas acquittè des complimens, qu'il m'a ſouvent pris 
de vous faire de fa part. Il etudie, il applique, il s'in- 
forme; à cet Egard+-la tout va bien: il ne joue, ni ne boit, 
et pour le reſte, je dois, et je veux l'ignorer. 

court un bruit ici, comme chez vous, que nos deux 
rois ſe ſont mis dans l'eſprit de nous declarer bientòt enne- 
mis, mais je leur declare par ces preſentes, qu'ils auront 
beau faire, et que je riſquerai plitot le crime de lèze ma- 
jeſts, que celui de ne vous @tre pas devoue tant que je 
vivrai. 


* 


L ET TRE LXXVII 
A LA MEME. 


A Londres, ce 25 Dec. 1755. 


J E n'ai garde, madame, de vous faire les complimens 
uſes de la ſaiſon, que la fauſſete du cœur a depuis long- 
tems rendu ſuſpects, et qu'une politeſſe proſtitute a avi- 
lis. Bon jour, bon an donc, et voila qui eſt fait. Je ne 
puis pourtant pas m'empecher de vous aſſurer des voeux 
que je fais pour votre ſants; auſſi bien c'eſt tout ce qui 
peut vous manquer. Mes propres maux m'ont attendri 
ſur ce ſujet, et à peine puis- je comprendre qu'il y en ait 
d'autres que la mauvaiſe ſants, et la-ſurdite. Il me ſem- 
ble que le mal phyſique. attendrit, autant que le mal moral 
endurcit le coeur, Je ne donne plus aux pauvres, qui 
paroiſſent ſè bien porter, je les envie trop; mais je me 
ruine en medecines, et en aumònes pour les malades. C'eſt 
une bricole de l'amour propre, il eſt vrai, mais c'eſt Phu- 
manite, et auſſi cet amour propre produit de bons comme 
de mauvais effets. Depuis la derniere lettre que Jat 
eu Phonneur de vous &Ecrire, je n'ai pas paſſe un ſeul 
Jour en ſante. Les foibleſſes, les vertiges, les maux 
d'eſtomac, les abbatemens, ſe relèvent tour-a-tour, et 
ſouvent s'uniſſent pour m'accabler. Enfin, je depe- 
ris à vue d'ceil, et bientot, ou je me trompe, vous aurez 
un très- fidèle ſerviteur de moins. Un eſprit uni à un tel 
G 2 corps, 
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(and 2 that union is a very intimate one) muff 


not think of amuſing you, but muſt expect to tire you, if 
he did not haſten to big you good night. 


I. ET TER LXXIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


Little Chartreuſe, June 5. 


Tur late Babiole, madam, preſents her moſt humble 
reſpects to Bagatelle, and acquaints her that ſhe has chang- 
ed her name, to take that of the little Chartreuſe, which 


is far more ſuitable to her preſent ſituation. I thought it 


highly proper to give you this hint, by way of preparin 
— 5 very dull letters. And, ed, wh — 
ſay to you from my cell, where I ſee nobody, and hear 
nothing? I ſpare you the memento mori, which is what we 
Carthuſians ſay to one another, at the hours when we are 
allowed to ſpeak, becauſe I will not have you die, nor 
think of death, this great while. You have ftill a great 
deal of time to live, and many happy days to ſee; and! 
fay for you, what a dying cardinal ſaid for himſelf, when 
the prieſt, who adminiſtered the ſacraments to him, pray- 
ed to God to receive his ſoul, fi, ma non adeſſo. (Yes, but 
not yet.) | | | 
I have had no letters from your little ward, ſince he has 
ſeen you this time at Paris; but as I know you both 6 
well, I know, as if I had been preſent, that you have 
given him a thouſand proofs of your friendſhip, and that, 
on his ſide, he has felt much more than he has expreſſed, 
for he is rather too ſhy of ſpeaking. He has excellent goods 
in his ſhop, but he not the knack of ſhewing them, 
and ſetting them off properly. In ſhort, after all the pains 
J have taken, he has ſtill too much of the Engliſhman 
about him. But hold, my hour of filence draws near, 
luckily for you ; and as ſolitude turns fools to ideots, and 


wits to madmen, which ever is my lot, it is not fair that 


you ſhould be a ſufferer ; ſo good night, madam, 


LET: 
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corps (et cette union eſt malheureuſement tres-intime) ne 
doit pas ſonger à vous amuſer, mais doit bien s'attendre à 


vous ennuyer, sil ne vous donnoit pas de bonne heure le 
bon ſour. | | | 


LETTRE LXXIX. 


A LA MEM E. 


a> 


A la petite Chartreuſe, 5 Juin. 


Fru Babiole, madame, aſſure Bagatelle de ſes très-hum- 
bles reſpects, et lui fait ſavoir qu'elle a change de nom, 

ur prendre celui de la petite Chartreuſe, qui convient 
Lien mieux à fa poſition preſente. Jai cru qu'il Etoit ne- 
ceflaire de vous donner ce petit avis, pour vous preparer 
à recevoir des lettres fort ennuyantes. En effet, que puis- 


je vous dire de ma cellule, on je ne vols perſonne, et on 


je n'entends rien? Je vous ẽpargne le memento mori, qui 
eſt ce que nous autres nous diſons, aux heures que la pa- 
role nous eſt permiſe, parceque je ne veux pas que vous 
mouriez, ou que vous penſiez à la mort de longtems. Vous 
avez encore bien du tems, et bien du bon tems meme, 4 
vivre, et je dis pour vous, ce qu'un cardinal moribond di- 
ſoit pour lui - mème, quand le pretre; qui lui donnoit les 
ſacremens, prioit Dieu de recevoir ſon ame, fi, ma non 
adeſſo. | 1 

e n'ai pas eu des lettres de votre petit protege, depuis 
qu'il vous aura fait ſa cour cette fois à Paris; mais, vous 
connoiflant tous deux, comme je fais, je ſais comme ſi ja- 
vols EtE preſent, que vous lui avez donnè mille temoign- 
ages de votre amitie, et que lui, de ſon cots, en a ſenti la 
plus vive reconnoiſſance, mieux qu'il ne l'aura exprimèe, 


car il eſt aſſez, ou plùtòt trop taciturne. Il a de tres bon- 


nes marchandiſes dans ſa boutique, mais il n'a pas le talent 
de les Etaler, et de les faire valoir, comme il devroit. En- 
fin, malgre tous les ſoins que j'ai pris pour le decrotter, il 
eſt encore trop Anglois. Mais à propos, mon heure de 
ſilence approche, heureuſement pour vous, et comme la 
ſolitude rend les ſots betes, et les gens d'efprit fous, quelle 
que puiſſe etre ma part à cette alternative, il n'eſt pas juſte 
que vous en ſouffriez.; bon ſoir done madame. * * 
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LETTER LAEY. 


TOTHESAME. 


Bath, Dec. 7, 1762, 


Ar laſt, madam, things are once more returned into 
their right channel ; our ports are open, the poſt goes as 
uſual, and our epiſtolary commerce is free. I prefer this 
commerce to that of America. It is not unlike it in one 
reſpect ; for I put you off with paltry ſhells, and, in re- 
turn, you give me gold and precious ſtones, or what I va- 
lue infinitely more, your letters. Indeed, madam; t 
are the greateſt — of my melancholy life; they 1 
to my eyes moſt delightfully, and now I can hear but 
through my eyes. 1 have been bathing here for a month, 
to remove, if poſſible, the remains of my rheumatiſm, 
but hitherto I find no benefit, ſo that I reckon to return 
to town in a fortnight. All places are much alike to me, 
but I think home is moſt convenient. 

As I know you are connected with the duke of Nevers, 
you may aſſure him the duke of Nivernois is beloved, re- 
ſpected, and admired by all the ſenſible people, both at 
court and in the town. My teſtimony ought not to be 
ſuſpected ; a Carthuſian like me, can have no intereſt to 
ſerve by flattering any one. I durſt not mention to him 
the affair of the reverend fathers ; it might be an indiſcre- 
tion, eſpecially if, as I ſuppoſe, there be ſome reaſon of 
ſtate at the bottom. I very much queſtion, whether their 
abilities, which have hitherto been ſo ſerviceable to them, 
will be able to extricate them now. The. preſent age is 
not favourable to religious focieties, it is too much enlight- 
ened, and I tremble for the holy father himſelf in the next 
century, 

I can aſſure you, with great truth, that, had I not been 
deaf, I ſhould have been with you a fortnight ago ; but 
J will frankly confeſs, it would be too mortifying 
for ſelf-love, to ſhew myſelf in the condition I am in. 
J really believe a better climate might be of fervice to my 
health in general, but, whilſt he who ſpeaksto me of _— 
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EP TRE XXX. 
A LA MEME: 


A Bath, ce 9 Dec. 1952. 


A La fin, madame, voila les choſes rentr&es dans l'or- 
dre; nos ports ſont ouverts, les poſtes courent, et notre 
commerce de lettres eſt libre. Je prefere ce commerce 
à celui de 'Amerique, auquel par un cots, il reſſemble un 


peu, car je n'y fournis que des coquillages, et en change, 
vous me donnez de l'or, et des pierreries, ou ce que j eſti- 


me infiniment plus, vos lettres. En verite, madame, el- 
les font la conſolation la plus douce de ma triſte vie; el- 
les parlent à mes yeux le plus agreablement du monde, 
et a-preſent c'eſt par les yeux ſeulement que jentends. 
Depuis un mois, je prens les bains ici, pour guerir, ſi ce- 
la ſe peut, le reſte de mon rhumatiſme ; mais juſqu'ici 
je n'ai rien gagne, de ſort qu'en quinze jours je compte 
de retourner a Londres, quoique tous les lieux du monde 
me ſoient aſſeʒ indifferens ; pourtant on eſt plus com- 
modement chez ſoi. | 

Comme je ſais que vous tes en liaiſon avec monſieur 
le duc de Nevers, vous pouvez Paſſurer que monſieur de 
Nivernois eſt aims, reſpectè et admire par tout ce qu'il y 
a d'honnetes gens à la cour, et à la ville. Mon temoign- 
age ne doit pas etre ſuſpect ; un chartreux comme moi 
n'a pas d'interet à flatter perſonne. Je n'ai pas gfe lui par- 
ler de l'affaire des rEvErends peres, il pourroit y avoir de 
l'indiſcretion, ſur tout ft, comme je le ſuppoſe, il y avoit 
quelque raiſon d'ttat là-deſſous. Je doute fort que leur 
habilets, qui leur a ſi bien ſervi juſqu'ici, puiſſe les tirer 
d'affaire a-preſent. Ce ſiècle n'eſt pas favorable aux ſociẽ- 
t6s religieuſes, il eſt trop Eclairs, et je tremble mème pour 
le ſaint père dans le ſiècle prochain. 

Je vous aſſure tres-veEritablement que, ſi je n'avois pas 
etè ſourd, j'aurois &t6 pres de vous il y a quinze jours; 
mais je vous avouerai tout naturellement, que ce ſeroit 
trop humiliant pour mon amour propre, de me pre- 
ſenter en I'tat on je ſuis. Je crois bien qu'un meilleur cli- 
mat me feroit du bien, par rapport a ma ſanté en general ; 


mais 
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ſpeaks to a deaf man, I ſhall keep where I am. It is not 
worth my while to remove. The late preſident Monte. 
quien uſed to tell me, he knew how to be blind; but ! 
confeſs I do not know how to be: deaf. I cannot accuſtom 
myſelf to it, and am juſt as much mortified at it, and as 
peeviſh, as I was the firſt week, No philoſophy 1s proof 
againſt deafneſs. ; | 
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LETTER LXXXI. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 14, 1763. 


C OUNT @'Uſſon has ſent me Mr. de Voiſenon's 
ſpeech*, for which I return you many thanks. I am high- 
ly pleaſed with it; he has given a new turn to a ſubject 
that is quite worn out, and he expreſſes himſelf with warmth 
and elegance. I will not tell you the anſwer is equally 
brilliant, but at leaſt there is truth in all it ſays of the duke 
of Nivernois, who certainly deſerves the beſt that can be 
ſaid of a man. He accommodates himſelf to all our man- 
ners, as if they were natural to him, though God knows 
they are widely different from his own. He pleaſes eve- 
ry body, but, in the main, he muſt divert himſelf, as 
Froiſſard ſays, moult triſtement d la mode de notre pais. My 
deafneſs, and his own buſineſs, have prevented my ſee- 
ing him ſo often as I could have wiſhed, ſo that I had ra- 
ther, for his own ſake, ſee him return to his own country, 
to the boſom of his family, which he loves, and to the en- 
joyment of thoſe ſocial pleaſures, for which he is ſo well 
calculated, as well as for buſineſs. 


On his reception into the French academy, at Paris. 


LE T- 
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mais pendant que qui me parle d'un climat, parle à un 
ſourd, je ne le changerai pas; cela ne vaut pas la peine. 
Le feu preſident de Monteſquieu me diſoit qu'il ſavoit 
etre aveugle, il Vavoit Ete ſi longtems, mais j avoue que 


ijie ne ſais pas&tre ſourd; je ne puis pas m'y accoutumer, 


et j'en ſuis humilie et chagrin, comme la premiere ſe- 
maine. II n'y a pas de philoſophie, qui tienne contre la 
ſurdité. 4 v4 x | 


— — — 


LET TRE LXXXI. 


A LA MEME. 
A Londres, 14 Fer. 1763. 


LI comte d' Uſſon m'a envoys le diſcours de monſieur 
de Voiſenon *, dont je vous rends mille graces, il me 

lait infiniment; il a donné un nouveau tour à un ſujet 
tres-uſe, et il 8'exprime avec feu, et El&gance. Je ne 
vous dirai pas que la rEponſe de * * * ſoit Egalement 
brillante, mais au moins il y a du vrai, en tout ce qu'il 
dit de monſieur de Nivernois, qui ſurement merite tout 
ce qu'on peut dire de mieux d'un homme, II ſe fait à 
toutes nos manieres comme ſi elles lui Etoient naturelles, 
et pourtant Dieu fait qu'elles ſont bien differentes des 
ſiennes. II plait à tout le monde, mais pourtant au fond, 
il doit ſe divertir, comme dit Froiflard, moult triſtement 
a la mode de notre pais, Ma ſurditè et ſes affaires m'em- 
pechent de profiter de ſon ſ&jour ici, autant que je le 
ſouhaiterois, ſi bien que, pour l'amour de lui, je le vou- 
drois de retour dans ſa patrie, dans le ſein de ſa famille, 
qu'il cherit, et jouĩſſant des plaiſirs d'une aimable ſoriets, 
pour leſquels la nature la forms, auſh bien que pour les 
affaires, | g 101 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 
| June 10, 


N O, madam, the poor remains of my days are not 
worth the care you recommend, nor the kind concern 
you were pleaſed to expreſs. At fixty-eight, with a 
broken conſtitution, and an hereditary and mveterate 
deafneſs, I might change climate ever ſo much, and go 
the world over, my ſorrows would ftill follow me cloſe at 
my heels *. I neither do, nor ought to think of any 
thing but ending my days gently, and killing time the 
beſt I can, now that it is become my enemy. 

Your friend prince Czartorinſky brought me the 
letter yon honoured me with, and was ſo obliging as to 
| ting of a very ſmall dinner at my Chartreuſe. He 

gan with me in a very agreeable manner, by go 
ing of you, his protectreſs, in the ſame ſtrain as I ſhould 
have done, if he had not been before hand with me. 
He has nothing of the Sarmatian about him, for he is 
good-natured, and aims at pleaſing; but then he has 
Not quite got the French ſprightlineſs, which, in mo- 
deration, is ſo becoming to young people. Madam de 
Boufflers is very much liked here, as I have been told, 
for I have not ſeen her, which I am forry for ; but then 
ſhe has not ſeen me, which I am glad of. I am told 
her behaviour is quite natural and eaſy, that ſhe gives 
herſelf no airs, and makes no ſhew of her wit and learn- 


ing. 


* A fine line of Boileau, Epiftle V. 44, imitated and improved 
from the following lines of Horace; Carmin. Lib. III. i. 37. 
Timor et minz 
Scandunt eodem quo dominus ; neque 
Decedit ærata triremi, et 


Poſt equitem ſedet atra cura. 


LE T- 


0 H FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXXII. gr 


LETTRE LXXXII. 


A LA MEM E. 


Te 10 Juin. 


3 Now, madame, le triſte reſte de mes jours ne vaut 
pas les ſoins que vous m'indiquez, ni Pinter&t que vous 
voulez bien y prendre. A ſoixante-huit ans, avec une 
conſtitution delabree, et une ſurdite herEditaire inveter te 
Jaurois beau changer de climat, et courir le monde, on 
m'appliqueroit avec raiſon, 


Le chagrin monte en croupe et galoppe avec lui s. 


Je ne penſe, et je ne dois penſer, qua finjr tout douce- 
ment, et tuer le tems, qui eſt devenu mon ennemi, auſſi 
bien que je le puis. n | 
Votre protege le prince Czartorinſki m'a apporté la 
lettre, dont vous m'avez honore, et a bien voulu prendre 
un tres-petit diner a ma Chartreuſe. Il a bien agreable- 
ment debute avec moi, en me parlant de vous, de la 
meme fagon que je lui aurois parle, s'il ne m'eũt pas pre- 
venu. II n'eſt point du tout Sarmate, car il a de la 
douceur, et cherche à plaire ; mais auſſi il n'a pas pris la 
vivacitè Frangoiſe, qui, dans de certaines bornes, fied fi 
bien aux jeunes gens. Madame de Boufflers eſt fort 
goũtee ici, A ce qu'on me dit, car je ne Pai point vue, 
dont je ſuis fache; mais auſſi elle ne ma point vi, dont 
je ſuis bien-aiſe. On m'aſſure qu'elle eſt fort naturelle 
et aiſce, ſans pretenſions, et n'affichant pas le bel eſprit 
et le ſavoir, * 
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LETTER LXXXIL 
TO THE SAME. 


London, April 23, 1764. 


M Y head really ſwims, madam, but I cannot tell 
whether it is owing to a return of my uſual giddineſs, 
or to your laſt letter, which is indeed enough to turn a 
ſtronger brain than mine. Spare it a little more for the 
future, I intreat you; for though young people may 
ſometimes be allowed to be conceited, you will own it 
would be rather unbecoming at ſeventy ; and alas ! that 
zs the age of your ve Faithful ant. 

J allow, madam, that you alledge a thouſand good 
reaſons why I ſhould look for a purer air in the ſou- 
thern climates; and I ſhould not want much perſua- 
fion, if I were not deaf, impenetrably deaf, and in- 
curably ſo, as my deafneſs is hereditary. On this prin- 
ciple I have made a very exact calculation, the reſult 
of which is, that the profit is not worth the coſt. Be- 
fides, as I am ſhortly to ſet out on a longer journey, it 
is not worth my while to pack up for Provence or Lan- 
guedoc. Job, with all his ſufferings *, had not more 
patience than my philoſophy procures me. Reading em- 
ploys and amuſes me. Beſides, I am at leiſure to hold 
many a conference with myſelf, which I truſt Jam the 
better for, and which I had never thought of whilſt I 
was hurried away by the whirlwind of buſineſs or plea- 
ſure; ſo that, I thank God, I am neither melancholy 
nor peeviſh, and, notwithſtanding all my woes, I know 
fome who are more wretched. 

Your little ward ſets out next week for Dreſden, 
where the king has done him the honor to appoint him 
his envoy. He goes by the way of Paris, chiefly, I 
believe, to pay his court to your ladyſhip. 


The beginning of a famous French ſonnet, by Benſerade. 
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ALAMEME. 
A Londres, ce 23 C Avril, 1964. 


LA tẽète me tourne actuellement, madame, mais je ne 
ſais pas ſi c'eſt un retour de mes vertiges ordinaires, ou ſi 
c'eſt votre derniere lettre qui en eſt la cauſe, car, de 
bonne foi, elle a bien de quoi tourner une tete plus ferme 
que la mienne. Menagez-la un peu A Pavenir, je vous 
en ſupplie, car quoique la fatuite ſoit permiſe, et quel- 
quefois mème utile aux jeunes gens, vous m'avouerez 
qu'elle ne fied pas trop bien aux ſeptuagenaires ; et mal- 
heureuſement votre très- fidèle ſerviteur eſt de ce nombre. 
Je conviens, madame, que vous me donnez mille 
bonnes raiſons, pour chercher un air plus pur dans les 
climats mEridionaux, et je ne me le ferois pas dire deux 
fois, ſi je n'Etois pas ſourd; mais ſourd, d'une ſurditẽ 
impenetrable, et incurable, parce qu'elle eſt hereditaire. 
Sur ce principe, J'ai fait un calcul fort exact, dont le rẽ- 
ſultat eſt, que le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle. Dail 
leurs, conme je demenagerai bientòt pour un plus grand 
voyage, il ne vaut pas la peine de m'emballer pour deux 
ou trois mois, à l'adreſſe de la Provence, ou du Lan- 
guedoc. Job, de mille maux atteint, * n' avoit pas plus de 
patience, que ma philoſophie ne m'en procure, la lecture 
m'occupe et m'amuſe: d'ailleuis, j'ai le loifir d'avoir 
pluſieurs t&te-a-t&tes, avec moi-mème, dont je me flatte 
d'avoir profits, et auxquels je n avois jamais penſe, pen- 
dant que j'etois rapidement emportè, par le tourbillon 
des affaires, ou des plaiſirs; de ſorte que, graces à Dieu, 
je n'ai ni mElancholie ni humeur, et nonobſtant tous mes 
mou J'en connots de plus Ws, | | ® 
otre petit prot&ge la ſemaine qui vient pour 
Dreſde, T le — 2 i” bonte de le *. 4. FE en- 
voy. II prend le chemin de Paris, principalement, à 
ce que je crois, pour avoir I honneur de vous y faire fa 
cour. 
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LETTER LXXXIV, 
TO THE SAME. 
London, June 20, 1768. 


Th E moment I received your laſt letter but one, I 
ſent the incloſed to lady Holland. You need never be 
afraid, madam, that I ſhould delay one inſtant the exe- 
cution of the orders, you will pleaſe to ſend me, when 
it is in my power: but alas! what is in my power? Old 
age, which is of itſelf a ſufficient evil, and the natural 
evils I labour under, make me alike uſeleſs to myſelf 
and others. I have nothing in the world left but read- 
ing; and even that has loſt much of its charm with me, 
fince it is become a matter of neceſſity, and not of 
choice. One would think I were married to it. Your 
E authors are my chief reſource, for at preſent we 

ave very few of our own. Voltaire eſpecially, old and 
decrepit as he may well be (for he is exactly of my age) 
delights me, barring his impiety, with which he cannot 
forbear larding every thing he writes. It would be much 
wiſer in him to ſuppreſs it, for, after all, no man ought 
to break through the order that is eſtabliſhed. Let every 
one think as he pleaſes, or as he can; but let him keep 
his notions to himſelf, if they be of ſuch a nature as may 
diſturb the peace of ſociety. 

I believe you will not quarrel with me for introducing 
general Irwin to your acquaintance. For an Engliſhman, 
he is a well-bred man, which I am ſorry to {ay is no 
very common thing in this country. Some of the French 
have told me, that the many young people we ſend over 
to Paris have infected yours, and have inoculated them 
with much of our rude and unmannerly behaviour. If 
that is true, it muſt be lately. But I am ſenſible that 
I am prating away too much; therefore I break off 
abruptly, and without telling you of the reſpectful at- 
tachment and inviolable friendſhip, with which I ſhall 
ever be, madam, your, &c. . 
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LETTRE LXXXIV. 


A LA MEME. 


A Londres, ce 20 Juin, 1768. 


Dans le moment que je regus votre avant-derniere 
lettre, j envoyai celle quelle contenoit à mylady Holland. 
Ne craignez jamais, madame, que je remette pour un 
inſtant Vex&cution des ordres, dont vous voudrez bien 
me charger, quand il dependra de moi. Mais, hélas! 
qu'eſt-ce qui depend de mot? La vieilleſſe, qui d'elle- 
meme eſt un mal aſſez grand, et de ſurcroit les maux 
phy ſiques, dont je ſuis accable, me rendent également 
mutile aux autres et a moi-meme. Je n'ai au monde 
que la lecture en partage ; encore a-t=elle perdu beau- 
coup de ſes charmes aupres de moi, depuis qu'elle eft 
devenue une affaire de nèceſſitè, et non de choix: on 
diroit que je Pai Epouſee. Vos bons auteurs font ma 
principale reſſource; car a-preſent nous en avons tres 
u ici. Voltaire ſurtout, vieux et baiſſè comme il peut 
ben l'etre, tant prèciſèment de mon àge, me charme, 
a ſon impi&te pres, dont il ne peut pas s empeècher de 
larder tout ce qu'il Ecrit, et qu'il feroit mieux de ſup- 
primer ſagement, puiſqu'au bout du compte on ne doit 
pas troubler l'ordre Etabli. Que chacun penſe comme il 
veut, ou platot comme il peut, mais qu'il ne communi- 
que pas ſes idèes, des qu'elles ſont d'une nature à pou- 
voir troubler le repos de la focicte. 
Je ne crois pas que vous me reprochiez de vous avoir 
endoſſè monſieur le general Irwin: car pour un Anglois 
il a des manières, ce qu'il faut avouer, eſt aſſez rare dans 
ce pais ici. Des Francois m' ont dit que notre nombreuſe 
jeuneſſe à Paris a infects la votre, et leur a inocule beau- 
coup de nos manieres impolies et bruſqueg. Si cela eſt 
vrai, il faut que ce ſoit depuis ou — mais je ſens que 
Je bavarde trop ; je finis done bruſquement, et ſans vous 
dire Pattachement reſpectueux, et Pamitic inviolable, 
avec leſquels je ſerai toute ma vie, madame, votre, &c. 
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LET TER LXEXYV:; 
TO MADAME DU BOCCAGES®. 


London, June 14, O. S. 1750. 


Ler us ſpeak frankly, madam. You muſt agree 
with me, that your merit, and the reputation you have 
acquired, will every where prove a ſufficient recommen- 
dation; and will, in all countries, procure you the ſame 
reception, as you have met with in Holland. I have 
not pretended to recommend you to Mr. Dayrolles ; I 
only told him you were coming. I have acted the part 
of a news-writer, and inſerted a paragraph, importing 
that Mrs. du Boccage was preparing fo ſet out from 
London for the Hague. For ſome people ſuck a recom- 
mendation is ſufficient. | 
During four days ftay in Holland, you have framed 
the ſame notions of the Dutch, as I had conceived during 
more than four years reſidence among them, and you 
recall them all to me in the compaſs of four lines. It is 
ſo true, that the men are ſlow, that I do not recolle& | 
ever ſaw one, who was what would be called yonng in 
any other country. But if you imagine their women to 
be as ſtill as the waters of their canals, and as cleanly 
as their houſes, two thirds of the huſbands would con- 
tradict you, and would tell you, though in a whiſper, 
that they are only ſo outwardly. At home they are 
mere yp Sint and the huſbands are the wretched cap- 
tives, deſtined to perpetuate the gynarchy. According- 
ly, they props at a great rate, and with all the gravity 
imaginable. They conſider propagation as an article, 
that is neceſſary fo their commerce, and they acquit them- 
ſelves as good patriots. ; | 4 7 
The epithet of motionleſs, which you beſtow on 
my friend Mr. , is a very juſt one. The 
good man ſeems to be rather. the keeper than 
the owner of his collection of pictures. He 1 5 
a them 


* Theſe letters I received from Madame du Boccage, to whom 
they were written by the noble author. He had ſhewn uncommon 


civilities both to her huſband and herſelf, during their 55 in 
| |» England 
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LETTRE LXX XV. 


A MADAME DU BOCCAGE®, 


A Londres, 14 Juin, V. 8. 1950, 


PARLo NS naturallement, madame. Converiez avec 
moi que votre mérite, et la reputation que vous &tes ac- 
quiſe, vous ſeront par- tout des recommandations ſuffiſan- 
tes, et vous procuteront en tout pais Paceueil que vous 
avez trouve en Hollande. Je n'ai pas pretendu vous re- 
commander 4 M. Dayrolles; je vous ai ſimplement an- 
noncee; Pai etè votre hoavel iſte, et j'ai mis ſeulement 
dans ma feuille volante que madame du Boccage fe diſ- 
poſoit à partir de Londres pour la Haye: Voila tout ce 
qu'il faut à de certaines gens, $a 

En quatre jours de ſejour en Hollande, vous vous en 
etes fait les mEmies idees, qu'un ſejour de plus de quatre 
ans mien avoient donne es, et vous me les rappellez toutes 
en quatre lignes. Il eſt ſi vrai que les hommes y ſont tar- 
difs, que je ne me ſotiviens pas d'y en avoir vu, qui fuſ- 
ſent ce qu'eri tout autre pais on àppelleroit jeunes. Mais 
fi vous y croyez les femmes auſſi tranquilles que les eaux 
de leurs canaux, et auſſi propres que leurs maiſons, les 
deux tiers des maris n'en conviendroient pas, et vous 
dirolent, 4 Voreille s entend, que ce n'eſt qu's Vexterieur. 
Chez elles ce ſont des Amazones, et les maris les malheu- 
reux captifs, deftines 4 perpetuer [a gunarcbie. Auſſi peu- 
lent-ils infiniment, et du plus grand ſerieux du monde. 
ls Shes la fabrique des enfans comme un article ne- 
ceſſaire & leur commerce, et sen acquittent en bohs'ci- 
toyens. 2 | ot eye, Ms 

L'epithète d'immobile, que vous dohnez à mon ami 
J— eſt des plus juſtes. Le bon homme ſemble 
avoir ſeulement le ſoin et non la propricte de ſes 
tableaux. Il les montre avec une indifference ſi ſtoĩque, 
England, and his example was followed by the perſons of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed rank and wit, and among them particular by lady Hervey, 
the dutcheſs of Richmond, lord and lady Holdern , lady Allen, Mrs. 
Cleland, Mrs. Montague, and many more. The eafl compliment ed 
our French Sapho with the buſts of the great Engliſh poets, whom ſhe 
had imitated in her own language. Her. ſenſe of his merit and favours, - 
ſhe has expreſſed in the account of her journey, given by herſelf, und 
publiſhed in Engliſh, in two ſtall volumes, in 1770. 
Vo. III. H | qu'il 
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them with ſuch ftoical indifference, that he puts me in 
mind of certain black gentlemen in Turkey, who are the 
motionleſs keepers of the fineſt originals in the world. 
really envy him a good many of his pictures; and I think 
I may do fo without any breach of the tenth command. 
ment, which muſt certainly ſuppoſe that our neigh. 
bour enjoys what we are not to covet. This caſe. of con- 
fcience appears to me a very clear, and I am ſure it is a 
very convenient one; for it may be extended very far. 
don't know whether the twenty-four* have conſidered of 

Are not you quite exhauſted, madam, with all the ad- 
vances you have. been obliged. to make, in order to get at 
the ſight of ſo ſingular an original as my baron ? His 
long- eſtabliſhed reputation. is a ſecurity to all other reputa- 
tions. For pbk. of fifteen years, he has publicly and 
folemnly renounced: that of the five ſenſes, which alone 
can endanger any reputation , and has ſo pony ob- 
ſerved his renunciation, that it is enough to put all the 
kings on earth to the bluſh. I am in daily expectation of 
your picture, which I am ſure he will ſend me; I will cer- 
tainly let you have a copy. If it is not like, at leaſt it will 
not be flattered ; for my baron is no flatterer. Pray, ma- 
dam, don't ſuffer your taſte to be perverted by his, nor 
take a. fancy to the ſimplicity, or rather inſipidity, of 
Greek tragedy, which. we pretend to admire that we may 
appear learned, but. which. we find very tireſome. Be 
ſure, for that is in character, always to excite more deli- 
.cate and. ſofter paſſions,. than thoſe of horror and fear, and 
do not introduce a chorus of unknown perſons to explain, 
God knows. how, what the principal characters ſeem to be 
ignorant of, I am far from ſuſpecting your ſagacity ; and 
your Amazons , with their. ſimplicity, are an inſtance in 
Phat an honour would it be for me, if my buſt de- 
ſerved the place you offer it! But how mortifying, ſhould 
you be called upon to prove the qualifications of the 
new comer ! Believe me, madam, let us both keep out 
of the ſcrape, and remain on the ſafe ſide. I will ſend you 
two bufts, which not only deſerve, but claim a place in 


- #* The doors of Sorbonne,” as I preſame. 
Baron de Kreuningen at the Hague. He is ſtill living, and unites 
great ſingularities to great knowledge and great parts. 'i 


your 


un ſoin immobiſe des pins beaux pri Of 
eſt vrai que je lui envie un bon nombre de ſes, fableaux, 


5 
= 


quil me rappelle certains meffients en Turq . ont 


un tel original. Sa reputation depuis longtems_confſiatee. i 
met toutes les autres rEputations en (urete. e pls 
de quinze ans, il a renvorice publiquement et ſolemne 


qui devroit faire rougit tous les fois de la terre. Je m'at- 
tends tous les jours a votre portrait, et ſuis bien . ſtir qu'il 
m'en fera part : je promets de vous en envoyer copie. 
S'il ne reſſemble pas bien, du moins il ne ſera. pas flatt: 
mon baron. n'eſt nullement adulatgur, Au reſſe, ma- 
dame, ne laiflez pas ſEduire votre gotit par le ſien; ne 
vous pretez pas à la ſimplicite, ou plit6t 4 la fadeur, de la 
tragedie Grecque,. que nous faiſons ſemblant-d'admirer 
pour paroitre ſavans, mais qui nous ennuye fort. Exci- 
tez toujours, comme il vous convient de le faire, des paſ- 
ſions plus dElicates; phas;douces; que gelles de Vhorreur et 
de la crainte ; et ne nous donnez pas des chorus de gens 
inconnus, pour developper, Dieu ſait par quel moyen, 
ce que les plus intereſſes de la piece ſemblent ignorer. 
Vous ne m etes pas ſuſpecte; et vos Amazones ||, avec leur 
lmplicits, — garanteb du contrair ee. 
Qu'il me ſeroit glorieux, fi mon buſte mEritoit la place 
que vous lui offrez ! Mais qu'il me ſeroit humiliant, ſi l 
vous obligeoit de faire les preuves de votre nouveau venu! 
Croyez- moi, madame, ne nous commettons, m Fun ni 
lautre; allons au plus ſur. Je vous enverrai deux buſtes, 
qui non ſeulement mèrxitent, mais exigent une place 


dans votre jardin, tant ils ſe ſont trouves bien daris yotre 
: „ etc 03750 7 bunte Horrrigw IT. art: ©: 
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your garden, in conſequence. of the reception they hays, 
met with in your cloſet, I mean Milton and Pope. There 
they will not be afraid of com ny, be it ever ſo good, 
beſides. they have already got their vouchers and their pa- 
tents, counterſigned by your own hand. I fhall ſend 
them as ſoon as they are done. 5 1 4 
Me are not ſo vain as to flatter ourfelves that you re- 
gret England a little; but we hope we are not baniſhed 
rom your un We pretend that our regret for 
our departure gives us ſome claim upon you, Indeed, 
torn ah have made as many friends and admirers ag 
acquaintance in this country. In one ſenſe, I claim the 
Yrecedence in this company; but it is only on account of 
the reſpect and attachment, with which I have the honor 
to be, very ſincerely, 1 * 3 4 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


= Sogn CHESTERFIELD, | 
Lady Cheſterfield preſents her compliments to you and 
to Mr. du Boccage; permit me to add mine for him. 


* 
* 
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L ET TER LXXXVI. 
TO THE SAME. 
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| 3 f 17 | 1 25 2 0.8; 1 * 
ADAM," e 0.6 


You have parried the blow I was going to ſtrike. At 
the very inſtant I received your letter, I was taking up 
my pen to attack you; I take it now to thank you for 
an epiſtle ſo agreeable and ſo full of intereſting parti- 
culars, that it has not only appeaſed my anger, but excited 
in me the warmeſt gratitude. Vou are bound in conſcience 
to make us ſome amends for the naughty trick you played 
us Lou came here, but juſt to make us regret your going 
away. 


- TW” Pp A SD” La... * 


10 HS TRENDS. Book l LET. Lixxvi. 16 
cabinet, je veux dire Milton et Pope, ils n'y craindront 
la compagnie, quelque bonne qu'elle ſoit ; d' ailleurs, 


ils ont deja leurs preuves et leur patentes contre- ſigntes de 
votre propre main ; des qu'ils ſeront faits, je vous les en- 


Nous ne nous flattons pas que vous regretti ez un 


'Angleterre, mais nous eſperons de n'etre pas bannis de 


votre ſouvenir. Nous pretendons que nos regrets de vo- 
tre dẽpart nous donnent de certains droits. En veritée, 
madame, vous vous ètes fait dans ce paĩs- ci autant d'amis 
et de ſerviteurs, que vous y avez fait de connoiſſances; 


dans un ſens je pretends au haut bout dans cette compa- 


% 


ie mais c'eſt uniquement par le reſpect et Vattachement 
— leſquels j'ai honneur etre, trs-parfaitement, | 


Votre tr&s-humble et ob&iſſant ſerviteur, 
SIR; CHESTERFIELD, 
Madame de Cheſterfield me charge de ſes complimens 
pour vous et pour monſieur du Boccage; permettez 
que j'y ajoute les miens pour lui. | 


—_— 
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LETTRE LXXXVI 
A La Mins. 


& Lone ce 25 Juillet Vs. 1990, / 
MADAME, 8 oy l ', 72 


Vo US avez par& le coup, que Jallois vous porter. 
Au moment que je recois la votre, je prenois la plume 
pour vous attaquer; je Ia prends | a-preſent pour 
vous remercier d'une lettre, dont les agrtmens et 
les details intèreſſans, non ſeulement calment ma co- 
lere, mais excitent ma plus vive reconnaiffance.—. 
En conſcience vous nous devez reparation du mau- 
Vais tour que vous nous avez joue. Vous n'#tes venue 
ic! que pour nous donner des regrets de votre d6part 

| vous 


away. You flattered us with the hope 
but n fn you. found that the blow 


ſence; The Dutch may avenge their own quarrel ; for m 
part, like a true ally, I only think of my own mate 


—— "4 2 2 w 2 4 
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ter, he may e have tranſgreſſed ſome of the drama- 
tic laws, and h 
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the poets, as well as of the artificers. However, I am 
ſure his Cicero will be very unlike that of Crebillon, who, 
in the moſt ſtriking incident of his life, is a mere idiot. 
In ſhort, whatever your public may ſay, I am delighted 
with all that Voltaire writes. Always the fineſt verſes in 
the world, brilliant and juſt ideas; I aſk no more; non 
paucis offentlar marults. + \ | 
By the ſpecimen madame de Graffigny has given of the 
delicacy of her wit in the Peruvian letters, I have a, fa- 
vourable opinion of her play +, though I do not lie thoſe 
tragical and weeping eomedies. .I-would, have eu 
what they are; I loye to laugh and to cry in form. Some- 
thing, however, may be ſaid in their favour. Horace al- 
lows comedy to ſoar a little now and then; and intereſt, 
ſentiment, and affecting ſituations, are not reſtrained to 
kings and heroes ; they are to be met with in comman lite, 
A tragedy by Mr. Marmontel, an author deſeryedly much atimired 


| by lord Cheſterfield, in ſeveral of his lettemn. 
n * 3 I have 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXXVI. 103 
vous nous flattiez d'un plus long our ; mais des que yous 
avez ſenti yu th votre * etoit fait, vous vous &tes ſauvee. 
Nous vous condannons donc à de groſſes amendes Epiſto- 
laires, d autant plus juſtes qu elles ne ſont que 1 
nes à vos moyens. Au refte ce n'&toit pas ſeulement a 
I'Angleterre que vous en vouhez, mais aux puiſſances ma- 
ritimes; puiſque Dayrolles, qui eſt ici depuis huit jours, 
m'aſſure qu'en regrets ſur votre depart la Hollande fait 
cauſe commune avec nous; mais elle demelera cette af - 
faire comme il lui plaira ; pour moi, en veritable allie, Je 
ne penſe qu mon intert particulier. 

On dit que C . n'a pas ruſſi. La piece manque 
fans doute de conduite; j'ai peine A croire que Vauteur 
d Ariſtomène. et de Denis le tyran-ait fart une mauvaiſe 
piece, ſur un ſi beau ſujet. Il a ſirement du feu, du ge- 
nie, de la verve ; mais r'importe, il aura manque à quel- 

que regle de theatre ; il eſt proſcrit. Vous vous &tes forge 
de chaines poetiques bien rudes, ſous le poids deſquelles 


tout bon auteur doit gemir, et ſouhaiter de les briſer; au 


lieu qu'un auteur fans feu, comme un amant fans vigueur 
cherit ſes chaines ; l'un devient regulier, et l'autre * mat 
tueux, par impuiſſance. Rome ſauwee ne reuſſira peut 

etre pas non plus. Voltaire veut ſe faire des regles nou- 
velles, et la mode, ches vous encore plus qu'ici decide des 
ouvrages des portes comme de ceux des marchands. Je 
ſuis ſur pourtant que ſon Ciceron ne reſſemblera gueres © 
celui de Crebillon, qui dans le plus bel endroit de fa vie 
eſt un imbecille. Enfin, quoiqu'en dife votre public, 
tout ce que Voltaire fait me charme. Toujours les 
beaux vers du monde, et des penſees brillantes et 


je n'en demande pes Cavantage 3 non paucis effengar ma- | 


culis, 


Sur I&chantillon, que madame de Greffi a donne 
de la dElicateſſe de fon eſprit dans ſes lettres — 
j augure bien de fa comedie , quoique ces — tra- 
giques et larmoyantes ne ſoint pas de mon got. Qu'on 
me donne les choſes pour ce qu elles ſont; j'aime & 
rire et à pleurer dans bh free: HY y a pourtant quel- 
que choſe. a dire en leur faveur. Horace permet à la 
comEdie de s'elever de tems en tems; et Vint&18t, 
les ſentimens et les ſituations touchantes ne ſont 
bornes AUX ois et aur heros. La vie ordinaire les fournit. 
al 
+ Cenie, mentioned before, J 
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I have read the pretended letters of Ninon FEnclos,* 
and I ſhrewdly fuſpected that ſo famous a-name had been 
borrowed to put off an indifferent work. It has not that 
characteriſtic, which would have diſtinguiſhed the letters 
of that celebrated courtezan, The ſecond volume, as yon 
obſerve, is better, and that is not good for much. 


I have the honour to be, with reſpectful attachment, 


2 wa. mii & alt agar Rr © aw a: w—_— WY” FIST 7 


LETTER LXXXVIL 
TO THE SAME. 
London, Sept. 30, O. S. 1750. 


8 O really, madam, you ſteal from us all that ſtrength 
and energy of our language, upon which we value our- 
ſelves ſo much ; you add the graces of your own, and you 
inſult the Engliſh in their own tongue; that is not fair, 
You ſhould be content with writing and ſpeaking yours 
better than any body, and let us enjoy ours unrivalled. 
You wanted me to anſwer you in Engliſh; but that I ſhall 
certainly not do. Treaſon againſt grammar is pardonable 
in a foreign language, but not in one's own ; and I had 
rather appear guilty to all the world than to you. But to 
be ſerious, madam, the letter you have honoured me with 
is almoſt without a fault. You fay it has coft you much 
time and pains ; but then many an Engliſhman, who pre- 
tends to be a man of letters, does not write fo well. It is 
fit I ſhould juſtify myſelf for not anſwering it ſooner ; I 
had but too good a reaſon to alledge. For above two 
months I have been fo troubled with giddineſs and 
pains in my head, as to be incapable of reading or 
writing. They have been mitigated by palliatives, 
and in three days I ſhall ſet out for Bath, where I 
hope to find a cure, Hope is a great matter in chro- 


* That famous, witty, graceful French courtezan of the preceding 
century, who, at the age of cater, added one conqueſt to the man 
the made before, | 8 8 

7 nical 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 1. LET. LXXXVII 10g 

Jai lu les ſoi-diſantes lettres de Ninon  VEnclos *, et 
me ſuis doute qu'on avoit emprunte un nom ſi cElebre, 
pour faire paſſer un ouvrage medioere. II n'a pas ce 
caractère marque, qui auroit diſtinguè les lettres de cette 
cele&bre catin. Le ſecond volume, comme vous le dites, 
yaut mieux, encore ne vaut-il gueres.- Jai Phunneur 
d tre avec un reſpectueux attachement, 


_ MADAME, 


Votre, &c. 


— 
— — 
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LETTRE LXXXVIL 
S% i «+ © 
A Londres, ce 30 Sept. V. S. 1750. 


Vo Us nous enlevez donc, madame, toute cette force 
et cette Energie de notre langue, dont nous nous pic- 
quons; vous y ajoutez les graces de la votre, et vous 
inſultez aux Anglois, meme en Anglois. Cela n'eſt pas 
honnète; vous auriez df vous contenter d'Ecrire et de 
rler mieux que | 962/900 votre propre langue, et nous 
aiſſer jouir excluſivement de la ndtre. Vous preten- 
diez que je rẽpondiſſe en Anglois; je m'en donnerai 
bien de garde. Les crimes de lèze-grammaire ſont par- 
donnables dans une langue Etrangere, mais non dans la 
ſienne propre, et j aimerois mieux paroitre criminel 4 
tous les yeux du monde quꝰ aux 'votres. Raillerie à- 
madame, la lettre dont vous m' avez honors, eſt preſque 
ſans faute. Elle vous a conts bien du tems et de la 
peine, dites- vous, mais auſſi il y a des Anglois, qui ſe 


diſent lettres, et qui n'ecrivent pas ſt bien. Je dois me 


juſtifier de n'y avoir pas rEpondu plũtòt; la raiſon n' en 
eſt que trop valable. Depuis plus de deux mois, jj ai 
etè accable de vertiges et de migraines, au point de ne 
pouvoir ni lire ni Ecrire. Des palliatifs les ont ad- 
doucis, et je pars dans trois jours pour Bath, dans l'eſ- 
perance d'y trouver ma gueriſon, L'eſperance eſt * 


| 
4 
1 
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706 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 
nical diſorders. The faculty 'pronounce it to be only an 
indigeſtion,” a faſhionable complaint, and the natural 
conſequence of living, and they have condemned 
me to your diet of boiled and roaſt meat, and have for- 
-bidden all made difhes ; fo that I ſhould make but a poor 
figure at Paris, at 'the fourth or fifth courſe, now in 
faſhion, where your heroic gluttons.contend for the pri 
by the ſtrength of their ſtomachs, as the heroes of old 
contended for victory in the Olympic games, by the 
ſtrength of their arms and legs, and by their dexterity. 
I am told for certain, that Voltaire ka fixed for ever 
at Berlin; pray explain to me the motives of that emi- 
gration. Does he, an academician, hiſtoriographer of 
France, gentleman of the bed-chamber to the king, and 
a rich man, renounce France, for the ſake of enjoying 
German pleaſures and German delicacy ? I cannot con- 
ceive it. If he really has bid an everlaſting adieu to 
France, he will ſoon give you ſome very bold pro- 
ductions of his pen. Hitherto the Baſtile has been a 
great reſtraint upon both his verſe and his proſe. 
J have not yet received the packet you ſent me. [I 
am, for theſe fix months, as great a ftranger to the 
literary world in France as to that in the moon. Do you 
intend ſoon to give us ſomething of your own, to com- 
fort me for the preſent tion of my mind, which is 
languiſhing for want of ? I do not reckon your 
charming epiſtle on Vauxhall and Ranelagh as one of 
your works; it is but a relaxation for fuch talents as 
yours, to prepare for ſome more conſiderable perform- 
ance. Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm would be an obyett 
worthy of your attention, in cafe you ſhould chuſe to 
tranſlate ; but I adviſe you by means to exerciſe 
your own genius, and to finiſh the new tragedy you 
have ſketched out. You are one of the few, who ate 
not allowed to be lazy... 5 N 15 
Adieu, madam ; indeed my poor head, which at beſt 
is but ill able to entertain you, is leſs fo than ever; 
you muſt forgive the mind in favour of the ſentiments of 
the heart, with which I fhall always be, 


MADAM, 
Vours, &c. 
LET- 
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de 6 dans les maux de langueur. La faculte 
OG ce n'elt qu'indigeſtion . (maladie .du bon = 
effet ordinaite de la belle gourmandiſe) et m'a condanne 
a votre regime de rdti et de bouilli, a l'excluſion de 
tout ragoũt. Ainſi je ferois une pitoyable figure à Paris 
aux quatrieme et cinquieme ſervices, a la mode au- 
jourd'hui, od vos heros gourmands ſe diſputent le prix 
a force d'eſtomac, comme les hEros ſe diſputoient la 
victoire aux jeux Olympiques, a force de bras, de jambes, 
et d addreſſe. £2 | 

On m'afſure que Voltaire 8'eſt Etabli pour toujours 2 
Berlin; expliquez-moi les motifs d'une telle Emigration. 
Academicien, hiſtoriographe de France, gentilhomme 
ordinaire du roi, et d'ailleurs riche, renonce-t-il à la 
France pour jouiĩr des agremens et de la delicateſſe Ger- 
manique ? Je ne le comprends pas: s'il eſt vrai qu'il aĩt 
tout de bon dit adieu A la France, il vous donnera bien- 
tout des pièces bien hardies. La Baſtille a juſqu'ici fort 
gens et ſes vers et fa proſe. | 

Je n'ai pas encore regu le paquet, que vous avez bien 
voulu m'enyoyer. Le monde litteraire de France m'eſt 
tout auſſi inconnu, depuis {1x mois, que celui de la lune: 
nous deſtinez-· vous bientòt quelque choſe de votre fagon, 
pour me conſoler de Vinattion, dans laquelle mon eſprit 


languit faute d'ahment ?- Je ne compte pas votre char- 


mante Epitre ſur Vauxhall et Ranelagh, comme un ouv- 
rage pour vous; c'eſt un delaſſement pour un talent 
comme le votre, en attendant quelque ouvrage plus con- 
ſidèrable. L'eſſai de Pope ſur la critique ſeroit un objet 


digne de votre attention, en cas que vous vouluſſiez 


traduire, mais je vous conſeille fort de travailler d'mven- 
tion, et de finir la nouvelle tragedie, que vous avez bau- 
chee. Vous &tes du petit nombre de ceux auxquels la 
pareſſe n'eſt pas permiſe. 8 wk 
Adieu, madame; en verits ma miſerable tae, pro 
digne de vous entretenir quand elle eſt aux mieux, Teſt 
a-preſent moins que jamais; mais pardonnez A Teſprit, 
en faveur des ſentimens du cœur, avec leſquels je ſerai 
cternellemenWt. 
eee MADAM R, 


Votre, &c. 


L E T- 
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108 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS ' 
LETTER LXXXVIIL 
TO THE SAME. 


M ADAM, 


M R. Stanhope, my kinſman *, whom I mentioned 
to you in England, will have the honor to deliver this to 
you at Paris. I know not whether he is wotthy of being 

reſented to you ; but I well know that every time he 

as the honor of feeing you, he will be the fitter to 
appear. If wit were catching like the ſmall-pox, I ſhould 
Pore him a fair opportunity of catching the beſt ſort; 

ut it is very certain that moſt people inſenſibly contract 
the ſtyle, and manner of the company they frequent, 
Therefore, I muſt beg, madam, you will permit him now 
and then to pay his court to you without ceremony, at 
ſuch hours as will be leaft troubleſome. Some examples 


there are, which are better than all the precepts in the 
world; and ſome counſels which are more forcible than 


commands. He already knows and reſpects your re- 
putation, as all the world does, but, without a compli- 
ment, you riſe above it, which he will be convinced of, 
when he has the honor of being perſonally acquainted 
with you. I earneſtly intreat you, madam, to uſe no 
ceremony, no indulgence, but to aſſume that authority 
over him, which is the ſmalleſt right you derive from' the 


friendſhip you honor me with. Let nothing paſs unre- 


proved; command ſupremely, and, with all due deference 
to the preſident, I dare anſwer for it, his obedience to 
= ſpotiſm will not be the effect of fear, but of 
ice. 5 RN 8 
Will you pardon this freedom? Yes, madam, I am 
too well acquainted with your ſentiments to doubt it; 
you are like wiſe no ſtranger to thoſe, with which I have 
the honor to be, | | 
MADAM, | T 
Your, &c. 


* His "TY 


L E T- 
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LETTRE LXXXVIIL 


ALA MEME, 
MADAME, | 
M. Stanhope mon parent, dont j'ai eu Thonneur de 
vous entretenir en Angleterre, a celui de vous porter 
cette lettre à Paris. Je ne ſais sil eſt digne de vous etre 
preſents ; mais je ſais que chaque fois qu'il aura I hon- 
neur de vous voir, il en deviendra plus preſentable. Si 
Ieſprit ſe communiquoit comme la petite veErole, je lui 
rocure une belle occaſion d'en prendre, et de la meil- 
eure ſorte: mais il eſt tres ſar quon prend inſenſible- 
ment le ton et les manieres de ceux qu'on frequente. 
C'eſt pourquoi je vous ſupplie, madame, ſouffrez qu'il 
vous faſſe de tems en tems 1a cour comme ami de votre 
maiſon, aux heures qu'il vous ſera le moins incommode : 
il y a des exemples, qui valent mieux que tous les pr6-, 
ceptes du monde, et des conſeils meilleurs que des 
ordres. Il connoit d&ja, et reſpecte, comme tout le 
monde, votre reputation; mais ſans compliment vous 
valez encore mieux, ce qu'il ſaura bien à meſure qu'il 
aura l honneur de  yous.connoitre perſonnellement. Je 
vous demande en grace, madame, point de facons, 


point d'indulgence à ſon Egard ; mais prenez avec lui ce 


ton d'autoritè, auquel Iamitie, dont vous m'honorez, eſt 
le moindre de vos droits. Ne lui paſſez rien, ordonnea 
ſouverainement; et, n'en deplaiſe aa en Joſe rẽé- 
dre que ſon obèiſſance à un tel deſpotiſme n aura pas 
crainte, mais le choix pour principe. | douty 
Me pardonnerez-vous cette liberte? Oui, madame, je 
connois trop vos ſentimens pour en douter : vous ſavez 
auſſi ceux, avec leſquels j'ai Vhonneur d'tre, 


- 


MAD AM E, 


Votre, &c. 
L E T- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 25, 0. 8. 1950, 


Dorr be alarmed, madam ; Lam recomme 
an Engliſhman” to you, but I would not have you to 
think I intend to trouble you with all my countrymen. 
I know them too well to treſpaſs ſo far upon the friend- 
ſhip you honor me with; but this is an ==" . as 
you will find, and I ſhall (Exe your thanks for intro- 
ducing him. It is the earl of Huntingdon, whom I have 
the honor to — 45 to you, a young nobleman, till 
more diſtingui his merit and talents, than by bis 
birth. He v5 one 2 the moſt antient peers of England, 
of the illuſtrious family of Haſtings, that acts ſo confi- 
derable a part in the tragedy of Jane Shore, which I am 
ſure you muſt have read, written "7 Rowe, the author 
of af Fair Penitent. ME: 8 3 

o return to my E As . ica genius 
with profound erudition, and his Heart mou no means 
inferior to his underſtanding. In ſhort, to fum up all 
in one word, he deſerves a place in your R [ 


Would not have introduced him to vou. 
your r and a half at the academy G Caen, eBfochtently 


can be no ſtranger to your merit, He has demanded 


this recommendation, as an inſtance of my friendſhip ; 
and I am not a little flattered with having It in my 
power to give him ſo ſubſtantial a it, and to 


renew the aſſurances of the ſincere artachment, . with 


wn 1 I have the honor . 
e e 
Your molt obedient; 
| humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L E T- 
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LETTRE LXXXIX. 
| A LA MEME. 
A Londres, ce 25 Sept. V. S. 1750. 


R ASSUREZ-vous, madame; je vous recommande 
un Anglois, mais ne croyez pas que Jaye l'imtention de 
vous charger de tous mes compatriotes. Je les connois 
trop pour abuſer juſquà ce point de l'amitiè dont vous 
45 mais ceſui- ci une exception dont vous 
conviendrez et dont vous me ſaurez gre. C'eſt le comte 
de Huntingdon, que j'ai Vhonneur de vous preſenter ; 
jeune ſeigneur que le merite et les talens diſtinguent 
encore plus que ſa naiſſance; quoiqu'il ſoit un des plus 
anciens pairs d' Angleterte, de la famille illuſtre des 
Haſtings, deſcendant en droite ligne de ce mylord 
Haſtings, qui joue un rote ft conſiderable dans la tragedie 
de Jane Shore, = vous avez ſurement Je, Ecrite par 
Rowe, Pauteur . I Dt 


- 
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Pour revenir à mon homme, il rennit à un genie po- 
litique une Erudition profonde; et ſon coeur ne le cede 
en rien à ſon eſprit. Enfin pour tout dire, il eſt digne 
d'avoir les entrees chez vous, ſans quot je me ſerois 
bien donnE de garde d'y avoir été ſon introducteur. II 
a &6 un an et demi à Vacademie de Caen, votre merite 
par conſEquent ne pouvoit lui Etre ineonnu. II a exige 
de mon àmitiè cette recommandation; et j'ai &e bien 


flattè de pouvoir lui en donner une preuve ſi eſſentielle, 


ct de vous reſterer les aſſurances du veritable attachement, 
avec lequel Jai lhonneur deètre, Norm $0 Fn free warty 


' "MADAME; * 
Votre très-humble et 
WH „ KY 4 7425 
treès- obèiſſant ſerviteur, 
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LETTER XC, 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 26, O. 8. 1956, 
MADAM, 


* HE letter and the packet, you did me the favor 
to ſend me, came to hand but ſix days ago; for both 
which I beg you will accept my thanks. 

As for the cauſes you fend me to try, you bring them 
(to ſpeak in the law ſtyle) coram non judice, and, fhould 
I preſume to give my verdict, an appeal might juſtly be 
lodged againſt my ſentence: but no matter, every one 
takes upon him to judge, and too often thoſe who are 
leaſt able are the moft peremptory. I, therefore, ſend 
you my decrees, which you may cauſe to be ſtruck out 
of the records, whenever you pleaſe. _ 1 

In primis, I decide without heſitation, that cardinal 
Richelieu is the author of his own. political teſtament “, 
and that Voltaire's pleadings prove nothing to the con- 
trary. The work evidently bears the ſtamp of a ſtate- 


miniſter, and a churchman. A 

TI cannot ſo eaſily decide the cauſe at prefent depend- 
ing between your king and your clergy. The letters 
againſt the 1 are well written, and ſo are the an- 
ſwers ; but, without pretending to decide, I am for the 
king, and I conſider the clergy of all religions, as a 
body of men, who have ſeparate intereſts and views, 
diſtinct from thoſe of the reſt of mankind. The moſt 
deſpotic kings exerciſe no juriſdiction but over the bo- 
dies and goods of men: but all the clergy; from the 
great lama of the Thibet to his holineſs at Rome, and 
the archbiſhop of Canterbury at London, aſpire to deſ- 
potiſm over the mind; a deſpotiſm, which is the more 
dangerous, as, when once it is eſtabliſhed, it extends to 
every thing elſe. The body and goods are no better 
than rags, thoſe gentlemen. are the ſole diſpenſers of 
your ſalvation, and what will you not do to obtain it? 
'This has been ſufficiently evinced during ſeven or eight 
centuries of the reign of the clergy and of nance. I 

BEE: u 


* The authenticity of that celebrated work was attacked with great 
. ſpeciouſne(s 
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LETTRE xc. 


A LA MEME. 


MADAME, 


I; n'y a que fix jours, que j'ai requ la-lettre et le 
paquet, que vous avez bien voulu m'envoyer z agreez mes 
remercimens de l'un et de l'autre. 

Les procès, que vous m'envoyez & decider, vous les 
portez (pour parler en terme de. palais) coram non judice, 
et ſi je pretendois en juger, on appelleroit avec raiſon de 
ma ſentence : n'impotte, tout le monde juge ; ſouvent 
ceux qui en ſont les moins capables ſont les plus deciſifs, 


ainſi je vous envoye mes arrets, que vous ferez biffer des 


regitres, quand il vous plaira. | 

In primis, je decide ſans balancer, que le cardinal de 
Richlieu eſt Vauteur de ſon propre teſtament *; et que le 
plaidoyer de Voltaire ne prouve rien contre. L'ouvrage 
- marque au coin d'un miniſtre d' tat, et d'un eccleſi- 
a que. | OE | 

Jai plus de difficults à decider le procès actuellement 
litipendant entre votre roi et le clerge. Les lettres con- 
tre le clergs ſont bien Ecrites, ainſi que les rEponſes ; 
mais ſans prononcer, je ſuis pour le roi, et je conſidère 
le clergè de toutes les religions comme un corps, qui a 
des interets et de vues diſtinctes de ceux du reſte du genre 
humain. Les rois les plus deſpotiques n'en veulant 
qu'aux corps et aux biens des hommes; mais tout clerge, 
depuis le grand lama du Thibet juſqu'à ſa faintete 2 
Rome, et Parchev&que de 1 à Londres, pre- 
tend au deſpotiſme ſur les eſprits; deſpotiſme d' autant 
pn dangereux qu' tant une fois Etabli, il entraine tout 
e reſte. Le corps et les biens ne ſont plus que des 


guenilles; ces meſſieurs ont votre ſalut excluſivement 


entre leur mains; et que ne fait · on pour Pobtenir ? 
Sept ou huit ſiècles de ſuite du règne du clergse, et de 
"ignorance, Vont afſez demontre. 


ſpeciouſneſs of argument and ingennitx, by M. Voltaire, and defended 
with equal wit and more ſolidity by M. de Foncemagne, one of the 
moſt honeſt men as well as the beſt cholars 8x F rance. | 


Vol. III. 1 


Mais 


A Londres, ce 26 Nov. V. 8. 1750. 
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But this affair of the clergy ſeems to have given place 
to that of the ſtates of Brittany, which has the advantage 
of novelty: That is no ſmall concern in every country, 
and js of more conſequence in France than in any other. 
You may be ſure that as an Engliſhman, and a parlia- 
ment-man, I muſt be the moſt humble ſervant of the 
ſtates ; therefore I am filent upon that article, left I ſhoulg 
be ſet aſide. as a partial judge. Once upon a time, the 
horſe called man into his aſſiſtance againſt the ftag; the man 
got on his back, aſſiſteq him, ſubdued him, and remained 
| fis maſter. Thus did men call in kings to aſſiſt them a- 
gainft each other. Horſes are ftill luckily ignorant of their 
own ftrength, as well as ſubjects of their natural rights : 
if they did but know them, how many riders would be 
thrown, and how many kings dethroned ! Some remains 
of ignoranee in theſe matters are perhaps an advantage. 
J hold for the force of education, though I allow that 
natural diſpoſition has ſome ſhare in what we are. Edu 
cation certainly does not give wit, where nature has 
refuſed common ſenſe; but education gives a right turn 
to the ſenſe we have, and even influences the heart, 
which is not indeed created, but faſhioned by education, 
To that it is undoubtedly owing, that butchers, execu- 
tioners, and inquifitors, have leſs ſenſibility, and are 
more bloody=-minded, than other men. As for thoſe 
fine ſentiments of natural affection, which we meet with 
in novels, tragedies, and even in your modern weeping 
comedies, nothing can be more abſurd. A father, a 
mother, a huſband, a wife, children, who have never 
{een one another, know each other at once by a certain 
emotlon, a thrilling, a — whatever you pleaſe, occaſi- 
oned by that ſympathy at the fight of the object. If ſuch 
a ſentiment did really exiſt, what diſcoveries, and con- | 
ſequently what confuſion, would it not occaſion in Paris | 
and London ! How many citizens would change fathers, | 
and ſhed thoſe ſoft tears of joy, at the diſcovery of their 
true-pappas in the palaces of Verſailles and St. James's, Þ 
or Fache in the regiment of guards ! - . 
uch are my ſentiments concerning the library you 
have ſent me, which has afforded me great entertain- 
nent. I may ſay to you very truly, what: dedications 
almoſt always fay without any truth, that if 1 ſtand in g 
awe of your taſte, T truſt to your indulgence. 1 


Lady 


* 
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Mais cette affaire du clerge paroit avoir cede la place 
chez vous à celle des Etats de Bretagne, qui a Vavantage 
de la nouveautèe. Ce n'eſt pas peu dans tout pais, et 
moins en France qu en tout autre. Vous ſentez bien 
que comme Anglois et parlementaire, je dois &tre les 
tres-humble ſerviteur des Etats, ainſi je me tais fur cet 
article, de peur d'#tre recuſe comme juge partial. Le 
cheval appella autrefois Phomme à ſon ſecours contre le 
cerf ; homme le monta, le ſecourut, le ſubjugua, et en 
reſta le maitre. Les hommes appellerent auſſi les rois à 
leur ſecours l'un contre Pautre; Heureuſement les che- 
vaux ignorent encore leur force, et les ſujets leurs droits 
naturels; 8'ils les ſavoient, qu'il y auroit de cavaliers 
deſargonnès et de rois dEtront&s ! Un reſte d'ignorance 
ſur ces matières peut- tre eſt le mieux. 

Je ſuis pour la force de Peducation, convenant en 
meme tems que le naturel entre pour quelque choſe en 
ce que nous ſommes. L' education ne donne pas ſiire- 
ment de Veſprit à ceux, à qui la nature a refuſe le ſens 
commun; mais l' education decide de la tournure de cette 
portion d' eſprit qu'on a; et de m&me du coeur, qui nꝰeſt 
pas fait à la verite, mais en grande partie fagonné, par 
education. C'eſt par elle ſans doute que les bouchers, 
les bourreaux, et les inquiſiteurs, ſont moins compatiſ- 
ſans et plus ſanguinaires que les autres hommes. Pour 
ce qui eſt de ces beaux ſentimens d' affection naturelle, 
qui brillent dans les romans, dans les tragedies, et m&me 
i-preſent dans vos-comedies larmoyantes, rien n'eſt plus 
fou: un pere, une mere, un mari, une femme, des en- 
fans, qui ne ſe ſont jamais vus, ſe connoiſſent rëcipro- 
quement par un certain ſaiſiſſement, un friſſon, un tout 
ce qu'il vous plaira, que leur cauſe ce ſentiment naturel 
a la vue de objet. Si un tel ſentiment exiſtoit, quelles 
decouvertes, et par conſequent quel deſordre ne cauſeroit- 
il pas à Paris et à Londtes1 Quel nombre de citoyens 
changeroient de pere, et verſeroient de ces belles larmes 
d'attendriſſement, en decouvrant leurs veritables' papas 
dans les palais de Verſailles et de St. James, ou peut-Ctre 
dans le regiment des gardes. WW: 0” 

Voila mes ſentimens ſur la bibliothèque, que vous 
m avez fournie, et qui m'a beaucoup amuſe: Je vous 
dirai la-deſſus très- veritablement, ce que les Epitres dedi- 
catoires diſent preſque toujours ſans verxitè, que ſi je crains 
votre gotit, je comte en meme tems ſur votre indulgence. 

I 2 Madame 
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Lady Cheſterfield, who deſires her beſt compliments 
to you, is amuſing herſelf with reading the books you 
ſent me, which I have divided into three ſhares ; one for 
her, one for Lady Allen, and another for Mrs. Cleland. 
I wiſh I could fend you ſomething entertaining from 
hence, but we have nothing new, that would afford you 
any amuſement. The muſes are fo buſy in your coun- 
try, that they cannot ſpare time to pay a viſit, and you 
know Apollo ſeldom frequents the OY degree of 
northern latitude, eſpecially at this ſeaſon. 


— 


1 


LETTER KCl. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 13, O. S. 1750. 


W E have both been in luck: I have received your 
letter of the 6th of October, and you have not received 
a very long one, which I wrote ten or twelve days be- 
fore. The poſt ſeems to be a judge of letters, and to 
deliver. thoſe only, that are worth reading. In that, 
which miſcarried, I had acknowledged the receipt of the 
large parcel of books you was ſo kind as to fend me, and 
had ventured to give you my opinion of them; in this, I 
thank you for the parcel Mr. Hotham brought me from 
o. The bearer pleaſed me no leſs than the parcel ; 
e has greatly —_— in France, and I found him 
very amiable, or if he is not, he appeared ſo to me, be- 
cauſe he talked much of you, madam, juſt as I thought; 
and a conformity of opinion is a great recommendation. 
I am charmed with Cie, notwithſtanding my diſlike 
to tragi-comedies, or weeping plays. This piece, though 
affecting, is not tragical. The ſituations are intereſting, 
but not horrid; the ſentiments are true, it is nature; 
we ſee ourſelves in them, and they are not thoſe re- 
fined ſentimental feelings, that none ever felt. Ano- 
ther recommendation to me is, that it is: not in verſe, 
and conſequently ſavours leſs of the buſkin. I can- 
not bear your comedies in -verſe ; I am "ſhocked to 
hear the nonſenſe of Frontin and Liſette, and the 
* 5 1 = ©. -©  aukward 
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Madame de Cheſterfield, qui yous fait mille compli- 
mens, eſt occupte à lire les livres, que vous m'avez en- 
voyts, dont J'a fait trois portions, pow elle, pour my- 
lady Allen, et pour madame Cleland. Je voudrois pou- 
voir vous envoyer quelque choſe d'ici pour vous amuſer; 
mais il ne hg rien qui le merite. Les muſes ſont fi 
occuptes chez vous, qu'elles n'ont pas le loifir de nous 
faire viſite ; et vous ſavez qu'Apollon ne fiẽquente gueres, 
ſurtout dans cette ſaiſon, le cinquante-troiſieme degre de 


latitude ſeptentrionale, & 


— 


LETTRE XCI, 
A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 13 Od. V. S. 1750. 


Nou S avons tous deux eu du bonheur: j'ai recu 
votre lettre du 6 Octobre, N. S. et vous n'en avez pas 
recu une tres-longue de ma part, Ecrite dix ou douze 
jours avant. La poſte ſemble ſe connoitre en lettres, 
et ne livrer que celles qui en valent la peine. Dans 
cette lettre perdue, j avois agculſe la reception du gros 
paquet de livres, que vous avez eu la bonte de m' envoyer, 
fur leſquels j avois haſardéè mes ſentimens: dans celle-ci 
je vous remercie du paquet, que monſieur Hotham m'a 
donne de votre part. Le porteur ne m'a pas moins plũ 
que le paquet ; il s' eſt bien forme en France, je Vai trouve 
bien aimable, ou s'il ne l'eſt pas, il me l'a paru parce- 
qu'il a parle beaucoup de vous, madame, preciſement 
comme j en penſois, et une conformitè de ſentimens pr: 
vient extrèmement. 5 N 8 
Je ſuis charme de Cenie, malgre l'averſion que j; ai 
pour les comèdies tragiques ou larmoyantes, Cette 
piece, quoique touchante, n'eſt pas tragique. Les ſitua- 
tions en ſont intereſſantes, mais pas affreuſes ; les ſen- 
timens ſont vrais, c'eſt la nature, on 8'y retrouve ; 
et ce ne ſont pas ces beaux ſentimens de caillettes, qu'on 
n'a jamais ſentiss Une autre choſe, qui me la re- 
commande, eſt qu'elle n'eſt pas en vers, et par conſe- 
quent ſent moins le brodequin. Je ne puis vous par- 
donner vos comedies en vers, je ſuis choquè on 
| tendre 
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awkward fimplicity of Lubin, in the fineſt verſes in the 
world. As for tragedy, I give it up to the poets; in 
many reſpects it cannot be natural, and poetry gives it 
the proper dignity ; but in comedy» which muſt be a 
natural repreſentation of common life, it is monſtrous to 
make people talk in fine rhyming verſe. But, we are 
told, according to Horace, comedy now and then raiſes 
her voice. I grant it, to a certain degree of elegant 
oſe, ſujtable to the character and the ſubject; bu 
he who is to ſpeak as people uſually do, is not to ſoar 
aloft, ſo as to ſpeak as nobody ever ſpoke. One of our 
famous comic authors, Sir George Etherege, tried it. He 
wrote two excellent plays, entitled, She would if ſbe 
could, and The man of mode, or Sir Foppling Hutter; and 
in a third, entitled e in a tub*, he introduced the 
capital characters ; anger inrhyme ; but the public was 
offended at this inſult offered to common ſenſe, and, as 
an equitable avenger, irrecoverably damned the piece.” 
We do not deſerve the honor you do us of tranſlating 
our plays and novels. Your ſtage is too nice and too 
chaſte to endure moſt of our performances, which carry 
not only freedom but even licentiouſneſs beyond the 
bounds of decency and probability.” I do not believe we 
have ſix plays that are fit to appear upon your ſtage 
ſuch as they are. There would be an abſolute neceſſity 
for a total alteration. *' If Prevot tranſlates our Clariſſa, 
he muſt curtail it at leaft by one. half. There is a great 
number of ſuperfluities, and at the ſame time it is very 
affecting, and abounds with intereſting ſituations. The 
author of this, who likewiſe wrote Pamela, is a book- 
ſeller 7, a man of no learning, and deficient in ſtyle, but 
who is well acquainted with the human heart. The ſeven 
volumes ſhould be reduced to three... 
A thouſand thanks to the good company you name. 
How happy ſhould I have been, had my preſence ſuper- 
ſeded their kind remembrance ! Mrs. Bulkeley is very 
amiable, and deferving of the place ſhe filled at that 
für 


con- 


Lord Cheſterfield did not recolle& that Love in a tub was the fuſt 
of Sir George Etherege's plays; and that, though partly Written in 
* heroic verſe, it was received with uncommon applauſe, and n 
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tendre les pagnoteries de Frontin et de Liſette, et. les 
groſſieres naĩvetes de Lubin dans les plus beaux vers du 
monde. Pour la tragedie, je la livre aux poetes ; a bien 
des Egards elle ne peut Etre naturelle, et les vers lui 
donnent une dignite, qui lui eſt ahſolument n&geffaire ; 
mais dans la comédie, qui doit Etre une repreſentation 
naturelle de la vie ordinaire, il eſt monſtruęeux d'y faire 
parler les gens en vers bien rimes. Mais dit-on, d'apres 
Horace, la comedie El&ve de tems en tems ſa voix: je 
le veux bien à un certain point de proſe ſoutenue, et 
convenable au caractère et au ſujet; mais tel, qui doit 
parler comme on parle, ne s ve point juſqu'a parler 
comme on n'a jamais parle. Un de nos cE|ebres auteurs 
comiques I'a eſſays. C'eſt le chevalier Etherege, qui a 
fait deux comèdies excellentes, intitulees, She would if 
ſbe could, et The Man of mode, or Sir * Hutter; et 
dans une troiſième intitulèe Love in a tub *, il a écrit les 
grands roles en vers rimes : mais le public s'eſt fouleve 
contre cette inſulte faite au ſens commun, et en vengeur 
equitable, il a condanne la pièce pour toujours. 

Nous ne meritons pas l' honneur, que vous nous faites 
de traduire nos pieces et nos romans. Votre theatre eſt 
trop juſte et trop chatiè pour ſouffrir la plũpart de nos 
e qui pouſſent non ſeulement la liberte, mais la 
icence, au- delà des bornes de la decence et de la yrai- 
ſemblance je ne crois pas que nous en ayons fix de 
preſentables chez vous dans I'ftat on elles ſont. Il ſau- 
droit neceſſairement les refondre. Si Prevot traduit notre 
Clarice, il doit Vabreger d'une bonne moitié; il y a un 
furieux ſuperflu, et en meme tems un interèt touchant, 
et des ſituations interefſantes. Celui qui Va Ecrite, qui 
eſt auſh l'auteur de Pamela, eſt un libraire , qui manque 
de ſavoir et de ſtyle, mais qui-connoit le caeur. Des ſept 
volumes il en faudroit faire trois. 3 

Mille graces au reſte à la bonne compagnie, que vous 
me nommez. Que j aurois ëtè aiſe d'avoir prevenu ce 
ſouvenir par ma preſence ! Madame Bulkeley eſt tres- 
amable, et digne de la place qu'elle occupoit a ce ſouper. 


to the author the friendſhip of the moſt eminent wits of his time, viz. the 
duke of Buckingham, the earls of Dorſet and of Rocheſter, Sir Charles 
dedley, and many more. N 
Mr. Richardſon the printer. 7 
2 
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I conſider, perhaps rather too late, that if you have 
at laſt received my former letter, and this ſhould follow 
cloſe after it, I may have given you a literary ſurfeit, 
and that, by way of diet, you will be obliged to write 
no more to me, for fear of the conſequences. I ſhall, 
therefore, break off abruptly, and without telling you 
how much I am, &ec. 

P. S. As marſhal Saxe is now of no ſeQ, he little 
cares where his body ſhall reſt “. The worms will 
equally have their ſhare, whether under the pro- 
tection of St. Peter, or that of Luther or Calvin; 
but his glory is in ſafety: this we can atteſt to our 
coſt, and we do him — Will national prejudice 
and party zeal ſuffer you to do the ſame in France? 


— 


LETTER: ROI, 
- TO. THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 14, O. S. 1751. 


Ixpkgp, madam, my gratitude is equal to your kind- 
neſs; this comprehends all in one ſentence ; two ſheets 
of compliments would not expreſs it ſo fully. My young 
traveller is duly ſenſible of the civilities you have heaped 
upon him ; he prides himſelf in having received your 
commands relating to a dancing-maſter; he conſiders 
himſelf as your adopted ſon, and even alludes to I don't 
know who.in the fable, whoſe education the muſes had 
ſuperintended. He is certainly in a good ſchool, and it 
will be his own fault if he does not improve, ſince you 
condeſcend to inſtruct him by your advice and example. 
He is not. only deficient in the manners of the polite 
world, but I wiſh he may not have contracted thoſe 
of the German and Italian world, having ſpent up- 
wards of four years in thoſe two countries ; and as good 
maſters like better to teach ſcholars, who have never 
learnt at all, than thoſe, who have been ill-principled, it 
is not impoſſible but the German ſtiffneſs, * 

| = 


* As the marſhal continued to his death to profeſs the Lutheran re- 
ligion, his body could not be depoſited in the cathedral of Paris, or at 
St. Denys, where the aſhes of the French kings lie. As the court, how- 
ever, was determined to do all poſſible honor to that great — $ 

MEWS, 
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je fais r6fleQtion, peut-ętre un peu trop tard, que {i 
ma dernière lettre vous eſt enfin parvenue, et que celle- 
ci la ſuive de pres, je vous aurai caufe une indigeſtion lit- 
teraire, et que par une vous ferez 1 5 de ne me 
lus 6crire crainte des ſuites. Te finirai done bruſquement, 
et ſans vous dire à quel point je ſuis, c. | 
P. S. Le mar&chal de Saxe n'ttant a-preſent d'aucune 
ſecte, il ne s'embaraſſera gueres on ſon corps repo- 
ſera*®. Les vers en auront également leur part, ſoit 
ſous la protection de St. Pierre, ſoit ſous celle de 
Luther ou de Calvin: mais fa gloire eſt en ſüreté, 
nous en ſommes malheureuſement les garans, nous 
y rendons juſtice. Les prejugès de nation et de ſecte 
vous permettront-ils d'en faire autant en France? 


— = 


A LA MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 14 Janv. V. S. 1751. 


E N verite, madame, ma reconnoiſſance Egale votre 
bontse, c'eſt tout dire en deux mots. Deux feuilles de 
complimens n'en marqueroient pas {i bien I'&tendue ; auſ- 
ſi mon jeune voyageur ſent comme il le doit, les attenti- 
ons dont vous Vavez comble, II ſe fait gloire d'avoir regu 
vos ordres au ſujet d'un maitre à danſer; il ſe conſidère 
comme votre fils adoptif; il fait meme alluſion à je ne 
fais qui dans la fable, dont les muſes ſe chargerent du ſoin 
de I'education. Il eſt ſirement en bonne Ecole ; s'il n'en 
profite pas, ce ſera ſa faute, puiſque vous daignez lin- 
ſtruire par vos conſeils, et par vos exemples. Non ſeule- 
ment il n'a pas I'uſage du beau monde, mais je crains 
qu'il n'ait Puſage du monde Allemand et Italien, ayant 
paſſe plus de quatre ans dans ces deux pais ; et comme 
les bons maitres preferent d' enſeigner à ceux, qui n ont 
jamais appris, plùtòt qu'a ceux, qui ont eu de mauvais prin- 
cipes, il ſe pourroit que la roideur Allemande et la pantalo- 
nade Italienne retarderoient les progres du bel uſage. Vous 


memory, they ordered his remains to be ſent to Straſburg, the capital of 
the Lutheran province of Alface, at the king's expence, and a ſuperb 
monument has been erected to immortalize his merits, and the gratitude 
of the French. | 

taxez, 
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Italian buffoonry, may retard his improvement in the 
addreſs of a man of faſhion. You accuſe your country of 
levity, but ours has juſt as much ; the difference lies only 
in the mode. Engliſh levity is grave, and French le- 
vity is gay. Sofia (in the play of Amphitryon) prefers 
2 vice to noiſy virtue; and I prefer a chearful to a tire. 
ome trifler. We can boaſt of neither at preſent; our 
Parnaſſus is grown ſo barren, that it produces nothing, 
either good or bad; our very paſtry-cooks complain of it, 
as they are forced to pay dearer for good Pars that has 
not been ſpoiled. The paper you promiſe to ſend me, 
when it appears, will not be ſo, at leaſt if it has been filled 
by the perſons you name. The letters of madame de la 
Fayette, madame de Coulanges, &c. excite my curioſity ; 
they are names which we are accuſtomed to reſpect. 

When I was laſt at Paris, I heard Mr. Fontenelle read 
two of his ſix philoſophical plays, which you tell me are 
going to be publiſhed ; they are full of ſentiment and de 
licacy, but rather deficient in comic humour. I may ven- 
ture to ſpeak ſo of a modern, but not of Terence, though, 
ay you and me, I think fo. I have the honor tg 
be, &c, 


— — 


— 


LETTER XC 


10 THE SAME. 
London, May 20, 0.8. 1751, 


Yo U will fay, Why do you write to me now, or why 
did not you write ſooner ? A moment's patience, madam ; 
pray, why have you ſent me that collection of letters where 
monſieur de la Rochefoucault, madame de la Fayette, and 
madame de la Coulanges, make ſuch a poor figure com- 
pared to madame de Sevigne; and why do you accom- 
E that collection with a letter full as good as the beſt of 

ers? Many more beſides myſelf would be at a lots 
what to do. Shall I anſwer ? By no means, ſays ſelf 
love; rather do a rude than a fooliſh thing. See 
the wreck of all thoſe great wits ! Will you ſplit 
upon the ſame rock? Unable to anſwer this reaſoning, 1 

| determined 
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taxez, madame, votre pais de frivolite, le ndtre en a tout 
autant; la difference Ons dans la fagon ; la frivolits 
Angloiſe eſt ſerieuſe, et la frivolits Francoiſe enjoute. 
Sohe (dans PAmphitrion) prefere un vice commode à une 
bruyante vertu; et moi le frivole aimable au frivole en- 
nuyeux. II n'eſt a-preſent queſtion ni de l'un, ni de au- 
ire ici; notre Parnaſſe, devenu ſterile, ne produit rien de 
bon ni de mauvais ; nos patiſſiers memes sen plaignent, 
obliges de payer plus cher du bon papier, qui n'eſt 
gate. Le . que vous me faites eſperer de m'en- 
voyer quand il paroitra, ne le ſera pas, du moins ſi les per- 
ſonnes que vous me nommez ont employé. Les let- 
tres de meſdames de la Fayette, de Coulanges, &c. ex- 
citent Egalement ma curioſitè, ce ſont des noms qu'on eſt 
accoutume de reſpecter.. 

Jai ouĩ lire à M. de Fontenelle, quand j etois dernière- 
ment à Paris, deux de ſes ſix comedies philoſophiques, 
dont vous m' annonce: la publication: elles Etoient pleines 
de ſentiment et de dElicateſſe, mais il y manquoit un peu 
du levain comique. J'oſe parler ainſi d'un moderne, mais 
non de Terence, quoiqu'entre vous et moi, je le penſe. 
Jai Fhonneur d'Ftre, &c. 1 | 


— — — — — 
4 . 4 * 1 
* o . * - * 


LET TRR NA. 


A LA MEME, 
A Londres, ce 20 Mai, V. 8. 1751. 


PouRO VOI m'ecrire i-preſent, ou pourquoi ne 
m'avoir pas Ecrit plũtòt, direz: vous? Un moment, ma- 
dame; pourquoi, s'il vous plait, m'avoir envoye ce recueil 
de letttes, od monſieur de la Rochefoucault, meſdames de 
la Fayette et de Coulanges, font une fi mince figure vis- 
a-vis de madame de S6vigne, et pourquoi accompagnez- 
vous ce recueil d'une lettre, qui valoit bien la meilleure 
des ſiennes? Bien d'autres que moi ſe trouveroient em- 
barrafſes ; rEpondrai-je? Gardez-vous en bien, dit mon 
amour propre; faites plũtõt une impoliteſſe qu'une ſot- 
tiſe, voyez les debris du naufrage de tous ces beaux eſprits, 
roulez- vous Echouer ſur le mème Ecueil ? Ne pouvant re- 

pondre 
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determined not to anſwer your charming letter, but con- 
ſcience will ſometimes aſſert her right in ſpite of ſelf. love. 
At laſt I conſidered how much I was indebted to you, and 
I blamed myſelf for not endeavouring, at leaſt, to pay of 
the ſcore. This, indeed, is a debt I am unable to di. 
charge ; but it is the part of an honeſt man to give his cre. 
ditors what he can, were it no more than a penny in the 
pound. How indeed, madam, can I ever repay the plea- 
ſure you have procured me, not only by the books you 
have ſent me, but ſtill more by the letters you have ho- 
nored me with? At leaſt I think I have hit upon an expe- 
dient to acquit myſelf, and that is, by ſending you 0 
ambaſſadors to make you an apology in my name; though, 
by the way, their own names are far beyond mine. They 
are Shakeſpear, Milton, Dryden, and Pope, the orna- 
ments of our nation, who, if they knew you, would ef. 
teem it an honor to be placed in your houſe. You will 
find them there on your return to Normandy ; they ſet 
out next week for Dieppe. I beg you will ſhew ſome 
kindneſs to Dryden, who is jealous of the preference you 
have given to Milton and Pope. You may give Shakeſ- 
pear what reception you think proper, as he ſometimes 
deſerves the beſt, and ſometimes the worſt. 

We have nothing new in the literary way that merits 
your attention. To or three plays have been hiſſed, or 
tolerated out of compaſhon to the authors, who were 
known to be ſtarving ; the reſt have ſpent themſelves in 
political difſertations on the miniſtry, after the manner of 
this country. It is quite otherwiſe in France, where, as 
Duclos obſerves, there is a conſtant ferment of wit, that 
breaks out every day. Now I mention Duclos, I like his 
laſt book *, though I know it has been criticiſed at Paris. 
He has well ſtudied characters, and expoſed prejudices; 
he tells truths with energy, but has not, perhaps, that 
laboured elegance of ſtyle, or thoſe polite phraſes, which 
are now ſo much in faſhion ; but his book is not the worſe 
for that. f 

Vauxhall and Ranelagh have opened on the two firſt 
days of this year that could be called ſummer. I have been 


* A very ingenious ſatire on the manners of the French nation, un- 
der the title of Cenſiderations ſur les morurs du fecle. 


to 
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pondre A ce raiſonnement, J'ai pris le parti de ne pas re- 

ndre à votre charmante lettre; voila la veritable cauſe 
de mon ſilence, mais la conſcience reprend quelquefois 
ſes droits en depit de l'amour propre. A la fin i' enviſa- 

i ce que je vous devois, et je me reprochai le crime de 
ne pas tacher au moins de m'acquitter ; c'eſt une dette, 
il eſt vrai, que je manque de moyens de payer, mais la 
bonne foi exige qu on donne ce qu'on peut A ſes crean- 
ciers, ne ſeroit-ce qu'un ſou par livre ſterling. En effet, 
madame, le moyen de vous payer le plaiſir que vous m'a- 
vez procure, non ſeulement par les livres que vous m'avez 
envoyes, mais encore plus par les lettres, dont vous m'a- 
vez honoréè? Enfin, je crois avoir trouve un expèdient 
pour m'acquitter ; c'eſt devous envoyer quatre ambaſſa- 
deurs, pour vous faire amende honorable en mon nom, 
quoique, par parentheſe, leurs noms valent mille fois mieux 
que le mien. C'eſt Shakeſpear, Milton, Dryden, et Pope, 
honneur de notre nation; qui, s'ils vous connoiſſoient, 
ſe feroient honneur d'&tre places chez vous. Vous les 
trouverez à votre retour en Normandie; ils partent la ſe- 
maine prochaine pour Dieppe. Ayez quelque bonté pour 
Dryden, jaloux de la preference que vous avez donnee à 
Milton et à Pope. Vous ferez à Shakeſpear tel accueil 
que vous jugerez à propos, vi que quelquefois il merite le 
meilleur, et quelquefois le plus mauvais. | 

Il ne paroit rien ici dans le genre litteraire, digne de 
votre attention. Deux ou trois pieces de theatre ont été 
liflees, ou toler6es par ee e pour leurs auteurs, 
qu'on ſavoit avoir grand faim ; les autres ſe ſont Epuiſes 
en diſſertations politiques ſur le miniſtere, à la mode du 
pais. Il en eſt autrement chez vous, on, comme remar- 
que Duclos, il y a une fermentation d'eſprit, qui ſe deve- 
loppe tous les jours. A propos de Duclos, j'aime ſon der- 
nier livre &, quoique je ſache qu'on le critique à Paris. II 
a bien ẽtudiè les caractères, et bien expoſe les prejuges : 
dit des verit6s avec force, peut- etre na- til pas cette ele- 
gance travaillee de ſtyle, ni cette politeſſe de phraſes tant 
Sa mode a-preſent ; mais ſon livre n'en eſt pas moins 


n. 

Vauxhall et Ranelagh ont repris les deux premiers 

jours de cette année, qui ayent ſenti V&e; j'ai 

ete à I'un et 4 l'autre, fans y trouver les mèmes 

agremens qu'il y a deux ans. Au contraire, ils "_ 
t 
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to both, but did not reliſh them ſo well as I did two year, 
ago. On the contrary, they put me in mind of the trick 
you played us; you muſt make us amends by comi 
again, and rather than not come at all, you muſt appear, 
as you did before, to diſappear again ; that is one of thoſe 
faults, which, the oftener you commit, the ſooner You 
will be forgiven. How happy ſhould I be, could I but 
once more repeat to you at Blackheath, which is now fi. 
niſhed, the aſſurances of the reſpect, with which I have 
the honor to be, 


MADAM, 
Your, &c. 
LETTER XCIV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 7, O. S. 1551. 
MADAM, | 


M Y ward is going back to Paris to pay his court to 
you ; permit him to do the ſame for me. I do not offer 
you this letter in payment for the laſt you honored me with. 
t Voltaire anſwer ſuch a one if he can: for my part, l 
am content with knowing the value of it. You talk to 
me, madam, of my buſt; yes, make it Ede as you 
have made the four others ſpeak, which I ſent you, and 
it ſhall ſail for Dieppe by the firſt fair wind. Upon ſuch 
a recommendation, I ſhould be ſure of meeting with a 
gracious reception from thoſe illuſtrious dead, except 
Pope, who unfortunately has been'too well acquainted 
with me to be impoſed upon ; though perhaps; as a friend, 
he would not betray me. But I have a much better 
ſcheme to propoſe : make me ſpeak" myſelf as you have 
made thera ſpeak, that is, as you ſpeak yourſelf, and you 
will ſee me come ſome day or other, not. in a buſt, but 
in perſon, in Sourdiere-ſtreet. You had beſt accept of this 
propoſal ; it would coft you but little, and I ſhould be a 
great gainer by it. v 
| 35. ; 
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fait que rEveiller le ſouvenir du mauvais tour, que vous 
nous avez jou. Recommencez par voye de reparation : 
platot que de ne pas paroĩtre du tout, paroifſez comme 
vous avez deja fait, pour diſparoitre. C'eſt une de ces 
fautes, que plus vous les ferez plus on vous la pardonnera. 
Que je ſerois heureux de pouvoir encore vous reiterer 2 
Blackheath, qui, par parenthèſe, eſt fini, les aſſurances 
de reſpect, avec leſquels Jai Phonneur d'#tre, 


MADAM E, 


Votre, &c. 


— * * — le... Bn. ths 4 a ; 1 


L. ET TRE xc. 


ore 
A LA MEME. 


A Londres, 7 Nov. V. 8. 1751. 
MADAME, 


M ON pupille sen retourne à Paris, pour vous faire ſa 
cour ; permettez qu'il vous porte mon hommage. Je ne 
vous offre pas cette lettre, en payement de celle, dont 
vous m'avez honors. Que Voltaire rEponde s'il le peut, à 
de telles lettres que votre derniere , il me ſuffit d'en connoi- 
tre le prix. Vous m'y parlez, madame, de mon buſte; 
oui, faites-le parler comme vous faites parler les quatre, 
que j'ai eu Phonneur de vous envoyer, et il paſſera a Dieppe 
par le premier bon vent. A ce titre-la ces illuſtres 
morts me feroient un accueil gracieux; 2 Pexception de 
Pope, qui malheureuſement m'a trop bien connu pour 
prendre le change, mais qui comme ami peut-&re ne me 
trahiroit pas. Voici pourtant ce que je trouverois encore 
mieux: promettez de me faire parler moti-meme, comme 
vous les avez fait parler, c'eſt-i-dire, comme vous parlez 
vous-mEme, et vous me verrez un bean matin, non en 
buſte, mais en perſonne dans la rue de la Sourdiere ; ac- 
ceptez platot ce dernier-parti, il ne vous cauteroit guères, 
et j'y gagnerois infiniment. | 24 

Nous 
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We have no wit left here, or we are all brimful of it, 
as the liar* is full of truth, for none comes out: Our 
Parnaſſus has, for this long while, produced no flowers, 
but plenty of thorns and thiſtles, which are greedily de- 
voured by. certain animals that graze at the foot of the 
hill; I am far from ſending you any of theſe. An ac- 
quaintance of mine, who is no bad poet t, is actually 
about a tranſlation, or rather an imitation, of Cinie. He 
makes it a tragedy, as it ought to be, and, inſtead of the 
chamber-maid, he ſubſtitutes a more intereſting character, 
and better ſuited to the principal ſubject. I think his al- 
terations are judicious, and, by what he has ſhewn me, | 
have a great opinion of the reſt. When it is publifhed, 
ſhall have the honor to ſend it you. 2 

I hear Duclos is writing a new novel. I am glad of it, 
he writes with energy, and is free from prejudices, even 
more ſo than he chuſes to own. © Be ſo good, , a9 
to aſſure Mr. du Boccage that I infinitely eſteem and ho- 
nor him; I hope the gout has left him. I fhould never 
have done, were I tell you all that lady Cheſterfield, Mrs. 
Cleland, Mrs. Montague, and Lady Allen deſire me to 
ſay from them; ſtill leſs if I ſhould pretend to expreſs the 
ſentiments of admiration and reſpect, with which I have 
the honor to be, 


MADAM, 


Your, &c. 


- LETTER Xcv. 
| TO THE SAME. 


London, March 4, O. S. 1752. 


Your undertaking, madarti, is 4 noble one, wor- 
thy of you, and by no means above your powers; | 
atteſt the aſhes of Milton, who would not deny 
my aſſertion. The only thing I diſſike is the time 
you have allotted to do it in, no leſs thatt your whole 
* This alludes to the two following lines in Corneille's play, 4 
Menteur : | | 


Vous avez tout le corps bien plein de yerites, 
Il o'en fort jamais une. 
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Nous n'avons plus d'eſprit ici, ou nous en ſoinimes 
tous pleins, comme le nienteur* de yerites, car il n'en 
ſort point. Notre Parnaſſe n'a point depuis longtems 
produit des fleurs, mais bien des chardons et des Epines, 
que certains animaux, qui s'$baudiſient au bas de cette 
montagne, dèvorent avec avidite; je n'ai garde de vous 
en envoyer. Un homme de ma connoiſſance, qui n'eſt | 

mauvais poëte f, travaille actuellement 4 une traduc- | 
tion de Cenie, ou plùtòt 4 une imitation, il en fait, com- | 
| 


me de raiſon, une tragedie; il ſubſtitue à la place de la 1 
ſuivante un caractère plus intEreſſant, et plus liè avec le | 
principal ſujet. Je trouve ces changemens judicieux ; et | 4 
par ce qu'il m'en a montre, tr&s-bien du refte : quand il 1 
paroitra, j'aurai Ihonneur de vous Pepvoyer. AS if 

1 que Duclos va donner un nouveau roman. i} 
Ten ſuis bien+aiſe, il Ecrit avec force, et eſt degape de 1 
prẽjuges plus mème qu'il n'ofe la vouer. Ayez la bonté id 
d aſſurer monſieur du Boccage que je Veſtirne et que je 
Phonore infinitnent ; Jeſpere que la goutte a quitte: Je 
ne finirois {op ſi je vous d&taillois ce que meſdames de 
Cheſterfiel , Cleland, Montagu, 1 my ady Allen vou- 
droient que je vous diſſe de leur part, encore moins ſi je 
vous exprimois les ſentimens d' admiration et de reſpect, 
avec leſquels J'ai Phonneur dtre, 9 


MADAM E, 


Votre, &c. 
— 2 EE 5 5 — f * | 
LITTES KT, 

4: Le MY. 5 
Londres, ce 4 Mans, V. 8.1942; 
Vorre ente it eſt brillante, madame, digne 
de vous, et nullement au deſſus de vos forces, 
Jen atteſte les mines de Milton, qui ne me deſa- 


vonerojent point. La ſeule choſe qui m'en deplait eft le 
tems que vous y deſtinez, ſeulement toute votre vie, de 


ur. F rancis, known by bis elegant tratiſtation, of Horace. | 
Vol. III. K ſorte 


"ISS 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
« 
! 
| 


| world *, *, before I go and make mine. I have, accordi 


the name of Eugenia. The better ſort have approved of 
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life ; ſo. that nobody wi OE port your pon wekews - oof 
ing its being ended, take 71 


225 1 es laws of == not require W de 


never Expect to 
n, as, in the Ws. of _ 


ny years. Iam 7 ty-ſeven, and, according to Da- 
vid's reckoning, I moſt but twenty-three years to 
tive. I TENG ik you fix a ſhorter So 
your epic ahours, let me know it exactly 8 
take pf J e care of m he'd health. ; "0 
I would fain, madam, read your Diſcovery of the new 


gs, you are to ſurvive me ma- 


io Your « orders, ſearched for ſuch books as might — 
me affinity with your ſubject, but have found only two, 
which I ſend you ; the one is a tragedy of Dryden' 8, enti- 
tled, The congueſl of Mexico, ark of beanties, intermixed 
with a great deal of ſtuff. It will not, however, be alto- 
ether uſeleſs to you. He paints, in a lively manner, the 
„which muſt naturally have occurred to thoſe honeſt 
ſavages, on the approach of the Spaniards, who. came to 
rob and murder them, and to promote their falvation, 
The other is an Italian epic poem, and, downright Italian 
it is, which I have met with at Mr. Harenc's}, who 
makes you a preſent of it. It is The diſcovery, of America, 
and chiefly of Brazil, by Veſpuſius Americus, in forty 
cantos. As he confines himſelf to the Brazils, he leaves 
you plenty of room in America, and I am perſuaded you 
will not ftand in his way ; it is an endleſs allegory. Bra- 
zil is heaven, and Veſpuſius is the chriſtian, who only at- 
tains to it after much labour and many ſufferings ; the 
whole clad in true Italian bombaft ; but in ſnch an un- 
dertaking as yours, it is proper to he whatever has the 
leaſt reference to it, both to avoid and to imitate. 


I likewiſe ſend you our Engliſh Cenie, which has taken 


it, but the pit and galleries did not reliſh a tragedy with- 
out bloodſhed. Delicate ſentiments do not affect our gom- 
mon people, they muft have objects that ſtrike the ſenſes, 
andare only moved by the ſufferingsthey ſee, andeven theſe 
muſt be dy ed in blood. I believe you vill like the tranſls- 
tion, or rather imitation; and I think you will not diſ- 


'  * The Columbiad by madame au Boccage. 
85 approve 
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c qu'on ne lira votre pome, qu'en regrettant qu d eſt 
— reſte, les loix de l , felon Ari n'exi- 
gent point la mort de Vauteur. Pour moi ze ne le verrai 
donc jamais, puiſque vous deve natureflement ris furvi- 
vre un nombre d annees. Pai ci ans; 
et ſelon le compte de David, il ne m eri reſte au plus que 
vingt· trois 4 vivre. Fikez donc, je vous prie, un terme 
plus court à vos travaux Epiques, et faites de moi ſavoir 
au juſte; i aurai ſoin de ma ſantE2 proportion. 

e voudrois bien, madame, lire votre d&converte da 
nouveau Monde, avant que Caller faire la miente. J'ai 
cherche ſelon vos ordres les livres, qui pouvoient avoir 

uelque relation & votre ſujet, et je nen ai trouve que 

x, que j'ai Thonneur de vous envoyer. L'un eſt une 
trag6die de Dryden, intitule la conquite du Mexique, pleine 


de belles choſes melees avec beaucoup de fatras ; elle ne 


vous ſera pourtant pas tout-à-fait inatile. Il y depeint 
vivement les idees, qui fe preſentoient naturellement 4 
ces bons ſuuvages à 'approche des Eſpagnols, qui venoient 
pour les voler, les 6gorger et faire leur falut. L'autre eſt 
un poeme Epique Italien, tròs· Italien, que j'ai trouve chez 
monſieur Harencf, qui vous en fait cadeau. C'eft la 
dicouverte de P Amtrique, et nommment du Brezil, par 
Veſpuſius Americus, en quarante chants. Comme il ſe 
borne au Brezil, il vous laiſſe place de refte en Atnerique, 
et je ſuis perſuade que vous he l'incommoderez pas; c'eſt 
une allegorie 4 pou de vue. Le Brezil eſt le ciel; Veſ- 
puſius c'eſt le chretien, qui n'y parvient qu'apres bien des 
travaux et des ſouffrances, le tout enveloppè d'un Phœ- 
bus digne de de- là des monts. Mais dans une entrepriſe 
telle * la v6tre, il eſt bon de voir ce qui peut y avoir le 
moin 

auſſi Phonneur de vous envoyer notre Ceme Angloiſe, qui 
4 pris le nom d'Eugtnie. Les honnꝭtes gens l'ont goutte, 
mais le parterre et les galeries n ont pu 8'accommoder 
d'une tragedie ſans carnage ; les ſentimens delicats ne 
remuent pas aſſez le cœur de notte peuple, it lui fant 
des objets ſenſibles, il n'eſt touchs que des malheurs 


FA ingenious genions French gentleman, nes hbour to lord Cpeſterheld, 
and bis bel end at Blackheath, where — ga Boccage hay ſeen 
dim, during her ſtay in Englagd. 1 N 


1 4 _ 
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re rapport, tant pour Evifer que pour imiter. Jai 
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approve our poet, for ſubſtituting the part of Emilia to 
t 2 of Lifts 1 ſuppoſe madame de Graffigny does — 
underſtand Englith, elſe I would have ſent her a copy; if 
ſhe does underſtand it, Mr. Stanhope has one, which am 
ſure will be much at her ſervice. Now I mention him, | 
muſt tell you that his gratitude for your favours ſupplies 
his want of politeneſs and good breeding. He thinks he 
has made ſome progreſs,. but 1 have only his word for it, 
which I would truſt to in any other article, ſooner than in 
this. We muſt hope that time will ſet all right; my chief 
dependence is on your good advicſde. 
ought, madam, to thank you for the books, you did 
me the honor to ſend me; but I think it is full late. Had, 
there been any of your own, I ſhould not have been ſo 
remiſs; but you only enrich me at the expence of others. 
Formerly you was generous; but now you do like the 
miſers: for the. ſake of dying rich, you toil and hoard up, 
and give nothing away. I ſhould rob you of too much 
of your time, were I to enumerate all the compliments I 
am commiſſioned to ſend you. I ſhould treſpaſs ſtill more 
upon it, ſhould Tattempt to expreſs at large the ſentiments 
of reſpect and attachment, which I ſhall carry to my grave, 
and with which I am, Ez er Ie | 


MADA M, 
Your, c. 


* — 


LET TFN 
e nnn 
JJ. 9¹!1, 157. 
Lam too much x flattered, madam, by the obliging con- 
cern you = ab for my weak ſtate of health, to delay 
my acknpwledgments for your kindneſs, I have been 
lamed far..theſe, three Socks by. a fall from my horle, 
but not on a hunting-match, I received a violent 
ſtroke, but no joint was diſlocated, ſo that the hurt has 
Do 1 | not 


[ 
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© - 61% 


ſette. Je ſuppoſe que madame de Graffigny n'entend pas 
1Anglois, ſans quoije lui en aurois envoye une copie. Si 


elle Ventend, monſieur Stanhope en a une qu'il ſera 


charmè de lui preſenter. A propos de lui, fa reconnoiſ- 
ſance de vos bontes ſupplee à ce qui lui manque du .cdt6 
de la politeſſe et des manières. Il croit pourtant avoir fait 
des progres ; mais je n'en ai d autre témoignage que ſa 
parole, à laquelle je me fierois platot à tout autre Egard ; 
eſperons tout du tems, c'eſt ſur vos conſeils que je compte 
le plus. W e N e r Ty TY 

e deyrois, madame, vous remercier des livres, que 
vous m'avez fait l honneur de m' envoyer; mais il me ſem- 
ble que c'eſt trop tard. Sil y avoit eu du vòtre, cela ne 
me ſeroit pas arrive; mais vous ne m'enrichiſſez qu' aux 
depens d' autrui. Autrefois vous &tiez plus genereuſe, 
yous devenez eomme les avares: pour mourir riche, 
vous travaillez, vous amaſſez, et ne donnez rien. Je 
vous prendrois trop de momens, ſi je vous faiſois tous les 
complimens, dont on me charge pour vous. Ce ſeroit 
encore plus en abuſer que de vous detailler les ſentimens 
de reſpect et d attachement, avec leſquels je mourrai, 


M A D A M E, 


| Votre, &c. 


— - 


"LT THR KCYE 
e A” LA ME M E. * 2 
A Londres, ce 20 Mai, v. 8. 1752. 
J E ſuis trop flatte, madame, de la part que vous voulez 
bien prendre & ma chetive ſante, pour ne pas me hater de 
vous en tEmoigner ma reconnoiſſance. Une chute de 


cheval, et non à la chaſſe, m'a eſtrop's depuis trois 
ſemaines. Le. coup &toit violent, et je n'ai pour- 


et 


tant rien de- difloque ; j'en ſuis quitte a bon march, 


>. - _— "_ 
24 ? 
. -_ 
— Y £. — — — * ” — = — * - * * PRI 2 


_ eized here, and fill more at Paris; with all my heart, but 


_ fervfiments, I even aditiire his moderation. He attacks 
the prejudiees of mankind, arid the madneſs and fury ot 
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not been * conſiderable, nor have 1 quarrelied wich 
chance, which you abuſe ſo ſeverely, from motives, which 
would be very flattering to me, if your JENS had as 
eat a ſhare in them as your politeneſs. I ant releaſeq 
rom my confinement to-day for the firft time, and the 
ſprain of my leg is ſo confideradls, that I cannot walk 
without the help of a good ſtick. 

EF beg you will admire Vokaire's hiſtory, to authorize 
my opmiior; of it, I have read it three times, and intend 
to fead if thirty more: in ſhort, I doat on it. It is crit. 


F look upon Chimens with the eyes of Rodrigo. I canngy 
ſee the blemiſhes through the beauties, that enchant me, 
Fr is ſaid to be deficient in the dignity of hiſtory. I own 
f is if: two fall volumes in 129, inflead of two large 
volumes in 49, adorned with head-pieces, tail-pieces, &c, 
But his reflections are not introduced by the pompous 5 
trus it is of your folio hiftorians, Let us both allow that 
we find, throughout the book, all that a man of ſenſe, 
who is well informed, would wifh to fay, and all that a 
man of fenſs would! wiſh to learn, concerning a period 
whieh will ever be fu mots As F am acquainted with his 


ſets, but he does it genteelly, and as it were by chance. 
You may plainly fee he does not ſay all he thinks, and 
that he even ſpares the moſt extrayagant opinions, if they 
are univerſalty adopted. 
Mr. Stanhope, who is gone to Germany, laments his 
quitting Paris. He is duty ſenſtble of his obligations to 
ou; but I queſtion whether he has expreſſed it as elegant- 
k as I could wiſh. Permit me, ma to ſupply this 
deficiency, by aſſuring you again of the ſentiments of at- 


tachment and admiration, with which I ſhall ever he, 


MADAM, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIBLD. 


* Ih Me Cid, a tragedy: of Corneitle, 


LET- | 
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et ne ſuis pas ſi brouille avec le hazard, contre lequel vous 
vous irritez par des raiſons, qui me ſeroient bien flatteuſes, 


ſi votre jugement y avoit autant de part que votre politeſſe. 
Je ſors de priſon aujourdhui pour la premiere fois; et la 
foulure des nerfs: de la jambe eſt au point, qu'un gros ba- 
ton m'eſt fort neceſſaire. 

Admirez, je vous en wy madame, hiſtoire de 01 
taire, pour autoriſer mes ſentimens; je ai lue trois 
et la teliral trente ; by kg] ſuis fou. Elle eft critiquee 


ici, et Encore us a P ;; Je le veux bien, mais J'at 


pr CT you 2 void point 


defauts au travers des beautes, qui mien ent. II 

y manque, dit-oh, 1a dignite de Phiſtorre. Elle eſt, il eſt 
vrai, en deux petits volumes i#-12, au hen de deux 
volumes in- 4, avec vignettes, culs- de lampe, &, mais 
les reſlections n'y ſont pas introduites par le faſtueux tan: 
il et vrai des hiſtoriehs In- folio. Conv entre nous 
qu ion y trouve tout ce cu un homme d'cſprit bien inform 
fondevit dife, et fout 10 Wan mme d eſprit voudroit 
apprendre d'ufte Epoqu e ent lebre. Con- 


meme tenue. II 


noiſſant ſes bent, 5 admire 17 5 
attaque les pttjugts du monde, ef ae et la fureur des 
On voit qui 


ſectes, ae et ſeulement en 
en penſe plus qu'il n'en dit, et Ai menage memé les 
plus folles opiftions Etablies. 

Mr. Stanhope, actuellement paſſe en Allemagne, m' 
temorgne ſes regrets d'avoir quitte act Il ſent tout le 
ptix de vos bofitts ; mais je doute « th il vous Vait exprims 


avec tout Telegance, e je lui ſouhaiterois. Pertnettez, 
madame, que j'y fupplee en vous aſſurant de nouveau des 


ſentimens Aaschemem et d admiraton, avec e je 
ſera Eterfellement, 
Utd 608; 
Votre très-humble et 
mes obeiſſant ſerviteur, 
5 Cuts TexPreiy. 


37 Ja49+ 


L E T. 
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LETTE R xn. 2 


To Mr, de Knzuninoen®, at the Hague, 


|Blackheath, July 7, 1952. 


W HAT ſhall I fay to you, my dear baron? Deaf 

and ſolitary, and tired of myſelf, I muſt of courſe tire 
others. his place, Which 1 had intended for the ſweets 
ol ſociety, by collecting a few friends ſucceſſively, is now 

become the place of my baniſhment from all ſociety, A 

deaf man is an exile, an outlaw, wherever he is; for. ex. 
cept the article of guilt, there is not the leaſt difference 
between the man to hom nobody will ſpeak, and the 
man who can hear nobody. In vain I have recourſe to 
philoſophy, and endeavour to make up for the ſenſe I have 
loft, by enjoying thoſe that remain, a vain do I read, 
write, walk, and ride; it is no longer a matter of choice, 
but of neceſſity, and conſequently it has no reliſh... With 
all this, I find many yacant hours in the four and twenty, 
But this is talking too much of myſelf; your friendſhip, 
which is the cauſe of it, muſt alſo make my apology. 
Deaf people are apt to be loquacious upon paper, as 
they have ſo much time upon their hands. For my part, 
I a Bow Judge of writings, but by the degree of pleaſure 
they give me; and I will maintain, to the face of all the 

14 4 in the univerſe, that Pope's. epiſtles and ſatires 
Rave all the good ſenſe and dbeilen of Horace's, with a 
thouſand times more wit. ſs ill declare, moreover, that 
the French theatre is infinitely ſuperior to the Greek or 
Latin, I will a too, that the divine Homer tires me very 
often, that Swift is preferable to Lucian, and that, of al 
Raifforians, Tacitus 1s my favourite, 


L E T- 


* As * gentleman, mentioned in the preceding letters, appears 
from thoſe to Mr. Dayrolles, to have been lord Cheſterfield's principal 
correſpondent i in Holland, I was in hopes their letters might have been 
2 and uſed m endeayours to procure them. Both 

ing men of parts, learning, and of wit, both enjoying © equal 
leflpre to Feed, and tate to read well, it would have been in- 
tereſting 
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LETTRE XCVI. 
A Mr. de KREUNINGEN *, à la Haye. 
TO SORORITY Blackheath, ce 7 Juillet, 1952. 


(Jus vous dirai-je; mon cher baron ? ſourd et foli- 
taire, ennuye de moi- meme, je ne puis qu'ennuyer les 
autres. Cet endroit, que j avois deſtinè aux douceurs 
de la ſociẽtẽ, en y raſſemblant ſucceſſivement quelques 
amis, eſt devenu à-preſent le lieu de mon exil de toute 
ſocicte. Un ſourd eſt un banni, un proſcrit, partout od 
il eſt, puiſqu'au crime pres, il n'y a pas la moindre dif- 
ference entre celui, à qui perſonne ne veut parler, et 
celui, qui ne peut entendre perſonne. J'ai beau avoir 
recours A la philoſophie, et tacher de me dedommager 
par les ſens qui me reſtent, de celui que je n'ai plus; Ja 
beau lire, Ecrire, me promener A pied et 2 cheval, ce 
n'eſt plus choix, c'eſt neceſſits, par conſequent c'eſt ſans 
agrement'; et mème avec tout cela, dans le cours. de 
vingt- quatre heures, il reſte un grand vuide. Mais en 
voila deja trop fur mon propre ſujet; votre amitiẽ, qui 
en a &te la cauſe, en doit faire auth l'excuſe. Py 

Les ſourds font bavards ſur le papier; ils en ont tout 
le loifir. Pour moi, je ne juge des ouvrages que par 
le plus ou le moins de plaiſir, qu'ils me donnent en mon 

tit particulier, et j'ole mème dire, à la face de tous 
ex pEdans de l'univers, que les Epitres et les ſatires de 
Pope ont tout le bon ſens et toute la juſteſſe, avec mille 
fois plus d'eſprit que celles d Horace. Je diraĩ encore 
que le theatre Francois eſt infiniment ſuperieur au Grec 
ou au Latin. Je dirai auſſi que le divin Homere m'en- 
nuye fort ſouvent, que le docteur Swift vaut mieux que 
Lucien, et que Tacite, de tous les hiſtoriens du monde, 
eſt mam i? 507 Hors INORG AMT 


tereſting to have collected their judgments on men and books, in a 
period of above thirty years. Unfortunately my efforts have hitherto 
proved fruitleſs ; and the ſhort letter, or rather fragment, I here give, 
is the only one I have been able to obtain, I owe it to the obliging 
fayour of the counteſs of Cheſterfield, Fer: t pres Ke | 


LE T- 
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LETTER KXCVIIL 
To Lady * . 


You will do much better, madam, to truſt to your 
own judgment than to mine, upon the letters in quelity 
as well as upon every other matter; but your commands 
muſt be obeyed. I muſt, therefore, have the honor 
to tell you frankly, that the author J will not find. many 
perſons inclined to engage for the payment of 200 livres 
per annum for two letters, ſuch as thoſe, which he has 
offered' us as a ſpecimen. | | 

; For inſtance, when he attempts to prove that thoſt 
who have treated of the word humour have miſtaken the 
meaning of it, he makes it but too plain, that he is him- 
{elf totally unacquainted with it. 

The definition of it, however, is very ſimple : humor 
is a juſt and king repreſentation of whatever ſingu- 
larity and ridicule there may be iri any character; and 
a man of bumour is one, who ſtrongly ſeizes the diſtin- 
guiſhing peculiarities of that character, and expoſes them 
in the ſtrongeſt colours. It is generally imagined that 
we Engliſhmen are folely and excluſively poſſeſſed of 
this faculty ; but there is not the leaſt truth in the ſup- 
poſition, No man ever had fo much of it as Moliere, 
of which his Miſer, his Jealous Man, and his Bour- 
geois Centilbomme, are convincing proofs ; and French 
comedy furniſhes a multiplicity of inſtances beſide theſe. 
If, ingot, 8.908 ſaid, 4 1 is 2 1 
rope, which abounds in a variety of ſingular 
De" 7 beieve. the: affouiiba . mar -*bo--@s.o! te 
humour does not conſiſt in this. The perſon, in 
whom the ſingularity or the ridicule is, has no hu- 
mour, it is his natural character; buf it is the man 
who feels and deſcribes this ridicule, or this oddity, who 
has the humour. It is time, however, that I ſhould put 


+ This letter was given t6 me by the lady, to wWhöm it was written, 
whoſe name I am not at liberty to mention. Whether the definition 
of humour contained in it will be equally fatisfa@ory to all readers, is 
uncertain. It is however ingenious ; but indeed the word itſelf * * 
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LETTRE XCVI 


A M V LADY *##*+, 


Vo US feriez bien mieux, madame, de vous fier à 
votre propre jugement que de demander le mien ſur les 
lettres en queſtion, auſſi bien que ſur toute autre choſe; 
mais vous me Fordonnea, il taut obeir. II faut dong, © 
que j'aye Vhonneur de vous dire naturellement, que 
Fauteur I trouvera tres-pen de perſonnes, qui voudront | 
s'engager 2 payer deux cent francs an pour deux | 
lettres de la fabrique, dont il a donne PVEchantillon. | 
Par exemple, en voulant montrer que ceux, qui ont | 
traits de notre mot humour, s' ſont trompeès, il ne 1 
montre que trop qu'il Vignore parfaitement Jlu-meme. | 
La definition pourtant en eſt afſez ſimple : humour, 
c'eſt une repreſentation juſte et frappante de ce qu'il y 1 
a de ſingulier ou de ridicule dans un caractère, et 4 man 
of humour, eſt un homme, qui ſaiſit vivement ce ſingu- ö 
lier, ou ce ridicule qui diſtingue ce caractère, et qui le 
met dans tout ſon jour. On simagine generalement quo 1 
nous autres Anglois poſſẽdons, excluſivement des autres 4 
nations, I'bumour ; mais il n'y a rien de moins vrai. 
Jamais homme .n'en a tant eu que Moliere ; ſon avare, 
ſon jaloux, fon bourgeois gentihomme, en font des 
preuves ſuffiſantes; et la comedie Frangoiſe en fournit 
encore un millier d'exemples, Si à la verits, on dit qu'il 
n'y a pas de pais en Europe, ol il y a tant de diffèrens 
caractères ſinguliers, je erois qu'on n'aura pas tort. 
Mais humour ne — of pas en cela. L'homme qui 4 
le travers, ou le ridicule, n'a point d' humour, c'eſt fon 
naturel; mais c eſt Phomme qui faifit,. et qui depeint ce 
ridicule ou ce travers, qui à de L hunmbur. Je finis cette 
diſſertation! d6ja trop longue fiir Yhumour et dans la- 
quelle, peut- etre, ate donn à autant qus votre 
auteur, et ceux qu il critique; Dailleurs, quand on a 


admit of ſuch a variety of interpretations,. that neither of them can be 
excluſively adopted with propriety. 

t Abbs le Blanc, the ſame = 4 publiſhed a deſcription: of the Eng- 
liſh nation, and of the inhahitants-of London in particular, under the 
tile of Lettres & un Frangois. 


Fhonnenr 
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an end to this diſſertation on humour, which is alread 
too long, and in which, perhaps, I am as wide of the 
mark as your author, and thoſe whom he criticiſes. Be. 
ſides, when I have the honor to write to ſuch a one a; 
pour, it may ſeem a very great ſingularity in me to 
Il three whole pages upon no other topic than the 
ridicule of characters. Suhjects of a more agreeable 
nature might juſtly claim the preference, and your epiſ- 
tolary criticiſm might here find ſufficient occaſion to 


5 diſplay itſelf 


have the honour to be, with the greateſt eſteem, 
©..." Your moſt obedient, 
| and moſt humble ſervant, 
" CHESTERFIELD, 


" % N 


a 
n * * I — — — — 


LETTER XCIX. 


From Count Wissin aan de Twickel, miniſter pleni- 


potentiary from the ſtates general-at the congreſs 
of Breda, to the earl of CyrsTeRPIELY ®, 


MY LORD, ” Wi Rt ane * 


'Th E earl of Sandwich has juſt now called upon 
me, to bring me a piece of intelligence, which-would, 
at all times, have given me- infinite pleaſure, but more 
particularly ſo at this preſent juncture. I have ſeen, 
my lord, with the moſt agreeable ſurprize, at the 


bottom of his diſpatches, the name of the man in the 
world I moſt admire, efteem, and you muſt give me 


leave to ſay, love, the name of Cheſterfield. : I was 
ſome moments before I could recover myſelf, and clear 
up the confuſion of ideas, which this event raifed in 


my mind. Whichever way I conſider it, I fee in it 


a ſource of joy and ſatisfaction for every good pa- 


triot, both Engliſh and Dutch. You are in poſſeſſion, 


my lord, of the eſteem and confidence of both; what 


On his being appointed ſecretary of ſtate. This intereſting letter, 
which ſhews in ſo lively a manner the ſentiments of the republic with 


regard to our earl, was, together with the following, given me by 
Lady Cheſterfield. | 


advantages 
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honneur d'tcrire. 4 une perſonne comme vous, il ſem- 
dleroit aſſez ſingulier que trois pages entières ne rou- 
laſſent uniquement que ſur le ridicule des caraQteres, 
Des matieres plus agreables demanderoient une juſte 


reference, et votre critique Epiſtolaire y trouveroit bien 


de quoi cx niquer „ | 
Jai 1honneur d etre avec les ſentimens de la plus 
parfaite conſideration, 
| Votre treès-humble 
et trẽs· obẽiſſant ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTRE XCIX. 


Du comte de WaASSENAER de Twickel, miniſtre ple- 
nipotentiaire au Congres de Breda, au 
comte de CHESTERFIELD X. 


 MYLORD, 


Daxs le moment " comte de Sandwich ſort de 


chez moi, on il a eu la bonté de venir m'apprendre une 

x la cir- 
conſtance preſente, ne peut que me cauſer une joye 
inexprimable. J'ai vu, mylord, avec la plus agrea- 


nouvelle, qui en tout tems, mais ſurtout 


ble ſurpriſe, au bas de ſes depèches, le nom de l'homme 
du monde, que je reſpecte, que admire, que j eſtime, 
et permettez- moi de trancher le mot, que Jaime le 


plus, le nom de Cheſterfield: - Il m'a fallu quelques 


momens pour me reconnoitre, et debrouiller la con- 
fuſion des idèes, que cet EvEnement a reveillees dans 
mon. eſprit. De quelque cot je Venviſage, je n'y 
trouve que des ſujets de joye et de ſatisfaction pour 
tout bon patriote Anglois et Hollandois. Vous poſſedez, 
mylord, Peſtime et 


Que 


confiance des uns et des autres. 


K2422—— — 25 
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advantages we not, therefore, expect to accrue .. 
doth vanan, and ip-oft og? 85 a 
I had the pleaſure of giving the Sue informuicy 
Br Be og news to our penſionary v, who expreſſes 
the higheſt ſatisfaction, and is as ſenſible as myſelf of 
the influence, which your lordfhip's fortunate entrance 
in the miniſtry muſt have on hc affairs. All true 
lovers of their country here will be. of the fame opinion, 
You cannot but know, my lord, to what a degree yon 
are beloved and honoured in this country. I could eaſif} 

int out the motives ; but as I would not offend you, 

ſhall only mention one, which is, the perſuaſion ye 
are in, and the proofs you have given us, of your being 
a well-wifher to the republic, and the intereſt you take 
in her preſervation and welfare. 

Never was our ſituation more deplorable. You are 
perfectly acquainted with the preſent ſtate of our confii- 
tution, both political and military, and of our finances, 
We are, perhaps, at the eve of a fatal revolution, un- 
leſs England, our beſt and moſt faithful ally, averts our 
ruin. Time is infinitely precious; I intreat you, my 
lord, to uſe all your intereſt, and exert your utmoſt 
endeavours, to promote the great end, for which we 
are aſſembled here. The unſpeakable pleaſure of havin 
reſtored the tranquillity of Europe will be your reward, 
and your name will be bleſſed by all nations. We, in 
particular, ſhall have the ſatisfaction of being beholden 
for our happineſs to the friend of the republic. I ſhall 
put up the moſt ardent prayers for your preſervation ; 
and I earneſtly intreat you, my lord, to favour me with 
a continuance of thoſe ſentiments of kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip, you have hitherto honoured me with, and which I 
ſhall make it my buſineſs to deſerve, 

I have the honor to be, with the higheft regard, and 
the moſt inviolable attachment, | 

8 MY LORD, 
Your, &c. 
Breda, Nov. 20, N. 8. 1746:  WasSEXAER- 


* Mr. Giltes, a man of gest abliiey and integrity, in the anti- 
ſtaghouderian intereſt, and wich ever by lord Chaſe, 


LE T- 
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Que n'avons-nous | pr a eſpErer pour le bien des deux 
nations, et pour celui de toute 'Eurgpe? © 

Monſieur le conſeiller penſionnaire ; à qui j'ai eu le 
plaiſir d'en apprendre première nouvelle, m'en a 
temoigne fon contentement, et ſent comme moi 
toute influence, que votre heureuſe entree dans le mi- 
niſtere doit avoir fuy les affaires du tems. Tous ceux, 
qui parmi nous aiment ſincèrement leur patrie, penſeront 


de meme. Vous ne pouvez ignorer, mylord, 2 quel 


point vous y &tes aim6 et honors. Il me ſeroit aiſt d'en 
detailler les motifs; mais pour ne pas vous indiſpoſer 
contre moi, je men allkgue qu'un ſeul, c'eſt la per- 
ſuaſion od nous ſommes, et les preuves que nous avons, 
de votre bienveillance pour la r&publique, et de Vinteret 
que vous Prenez a ſa conſervation et + ſon bonheur. 
* fa ſituation ne fut plus deplorable. Son Etat 
politique, et militaire, celui de ſes finances, vous eſt 
parfaitement connu. Nous ſommes peut-etre à la veille 
detre bouleverſes, fi YAngleterre, notre meilleure et 
notre plus fidèle allice, et la plus intereſſte, à notre 
exiſtence, ne previent- notre ruine. Le tems eſt infini- 
ment precieux; daignez, mylord, employer tous vo s 
ſoins et vos efforts, pour nous faire parvenir au grant 1 
but, qui nous raſſemble ici. Le plaiſir inexprimabb e 
davoir rendu le repos à VEurope, ſera votre recompenſe, 
et votre nom ſera en b&n6diQtion à tous les peuple: ;. 
Nous aurons en particulier la ſatisfaction de devoir nott e 
bonheur 2 Vami de la rẽpublique; je ferai les vœux Its 
plus ardens pour votre conſervation, et je vous ſuppl ie 
inſtamment, de me conſerver les ſentimens de bonte et 
damitie, dont vous avez honors juſqu'ici, que je 
mettrai tous mes ſoins à meriter: hs 'honneur d'et re 
avec K lus haute conſideration, et Vattachement le pl us 
mviolable, ; 


MYLORD, 
Votre, &c. 


Breda, ao Nov. N. 8. 1748. WasSENAER. 
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LETTER C. 
From Mr. Vol r AIn E to Lord CunsrzEATIzIb- 


Ferney Caſtle neat Geneva, Ock. 24, 159%, | 
| HE earl of Huntingdon has done me the honor to 


viſit me in my hermitage, I did not write to you whilft 


he was here, becauſe I was liftening to him. Now [ 
endeavour to comfort myſelf for his abſence, by writing 
to thank you for ſending him to me. He has done me 
the pleaſure to talk much of you. It was. chiefly you 
that I inquired after, much more than after your alder- 
men, and your ſheriffs, and all that nonſenſe. 

May you enjoy an honorable and a happy old age, 
after paſſing t rough the trials of life! May you con- 
tinue to enſoy health, both of body and mind] Of the 
five ſenſes allotted to us, only one of yours has ſuffered 
any decay; and lord Huntingdon aſſures me, your ſto- 
mach is good, which is full as capital an article as a pair 
of ears. I might, perhaps, be qualified to judge which 
is worſt, to be deaf, or blind, or to have a bad digeſtion, 
at: I am too well acquainted with all three ; but I have 
long ſince learned not to decide upon trifles, much leſs 
would I venture to do it in matters of conſequence. I 
otily believe, that, if you have the benefit of ſunſhine in 


the fine houſe you have built, you will enjoy ſome toler- | 


able mcments, and that is all we can. expect at our time 


of life. Tully wrote a fine treatiſe on old age; but 


he did not realize his aſſertions, and his latter years were 


far png wag nappy: You have lived longer and more 
e did. 


happily than Vou have had nothing to do with 
perpetual dictators or triumviri. Your lot has been, 
and is ſtill, one of the moſt deſirable in that great 
lottery, where the prizes are ſo few, and where the 
great prize of conſtant happineſs has never yet been 
drawn by any one. Your philoſophy has never been 
diſcompoſed by thoſe phantoms, which have ſometimes 


overſet pretty good heads; nor have you ever been, 
| in 


or” * — y ĩ-„ ß 
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L E TEE Ee. 


De Mr. de VoLTAIRE A mylord CHESTERFIELD. 


Au chateau de Ferney pres de Geneve, le 24 Oct. 1771. 


R. le comte de Huntingdon m'a fait Phonneur d' tre 
dans mon hermitage. Je ne vous ai point Ecrit : j'etois 
trop occupe A Ventendre. Je cherche ma conſolation à 
ſon depart en vous ëcrivant, pour vous remercier, de me 
avoir addreſſè. Il m'a fait le plaſir de me parler longtems 
de vous; c'eſt de vous ſurtout que je lui ai demands des 
nouvelles, beaucoup plus que je ne me ſuis informè de vos 
aldermen, et de vos ſheriſts, et de toutes, ces tracaſſeries. 
Touiſſez d'une vieilleſſe honorable et heureuſe, après a- 
voir paſſe par les Epreuves de la vie. Jouiſſez de votre 
eſprit, et conſervez la ſantè de votre corps. Des cinq ſens, 
que nous avons en partage, vous n'en avez qu'un ſeul qui 


ſoit affoibli, et mylord Huntingdon aſſure que vous avez 


un bon eſtomac, ce qui vaut bien une paire d'oreilles. Ce 
ſeroit peut-Etre A moi a decider lequel eſt le plus triſte, 
(tre ſourd ou aveugle, ou de ne point digerer. Je puis 
juger de ces trois Etats, avec connoiſſance de cauſe ; mais 
il y a longtems que je n'oſe decider ſus les bagatelles, a 
plus forte raiſon ſur des choſes importantes. Je me borne 
4 croire que, ſi vous avez du ſoleil dans la belle maiſon, 


que vous avez batie, vous aurez des momens tolerables - 


ceſt tout ce qu'on peut eſperer a Page ofi nous ſommes. 
Ciceron &crivit un beau traite ſur la vieilleſſe, mais il ne 
prouva point ſon livre par les faits ; ſes dernières ann&es 
furent tres-malheureuſes. Vous avez vecu plus longtems 


et plus heureuſement que lui. Vous n'avez eu à faire, ni 


a des dictateurs perpEtuels, ni à des triumvirs. Votre lot 
a etẽ et eſt encore, un des plus deſirables dans cette grande 
lotterie où les bons billets ſont fi rares, et ot le gros lot 
tun bonheur continuel n'a Et encoreg a gné par per- 
ſonne. Votre philoſophie n'a jamais ete derangee par 
des chimères, qui ont brouille quelquefois des cervel- 
les aſſez bonnes. Vous n'avez jamais Ete dans aucun 

Vol. III. Sn genre, 
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in any reſpect, a pretender, or the dupe of the Preten. 
ders; which, in my eſtimation, is an uncommon degree of 
merit, and contributes to that ſhadow of felicity, which 
may be enjoyed in this ſhort life. 

I beg you will kindly accept my ſincere, though impo- 
tent, wiſhes for your welfare, my ſorrow that it is not in 
my power to ſpend ſome of my days with you, together 
with my affectionate and reſpectful attachment. 8 


The old ſick man of Ferney, 
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re, ni charlatan, ni dupe de charlatan, et cet 
ce que je compte pour un merite tres- peu commun, qui 
contribue à Tombre de fElicite, qu'on peut goũter dans 
cette courte vie. | 
Recevez avec bonts les vœux ſincères et inutiles, que 
e fais pour vous, mes regrets de ne pouvoir paſſer auprès 
de vous quelques uns de mes jours, avec mon tendre et 
reſpectueux attachement. 


Le vieux malade de Ferney, 
V. 


a Sq. - 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7. HE correſpondence with Mr. Dayrolles being mutilated in 
ſome parts, as will appear by the aſteriſks, it is neceſſary 1 
inform the public, that, great friendſhip having ſubfiſted be- 
een Lord Cheſterfield and Mr. Dayrolles's family, ſome of 
the omiſſions related to private concerns, which would not be 
intereſting 19 the public; other parts were written for bis own 
private information, when his Lordſhip was ſecretary of Nate, 
md Mr. Dayrolles in a public charafter at the Hague ; and 
ſome other parts again are a continuation of ſuch political and 
private correſpondence, after his Lordſhip had quitted public 
buſineſs, in which ſome meaſures, operations, and perſons 
mucerned in them, are too particularly deſcanted upon, for 
Mr. Dayrolles to allow himſelf to give them to the public, 
ns they were communicated 10 him in the moſt confidential 
manner. 43h 


It will nat be improper likewiſe to add, that having defired 
my friend Mr. Dayrolles to favor me with notes and obſerva- 
rims, in order to make ſome paſſages of theſe very intereſting 
ters more intelligible to the reader, he was ſo good as 70 
comply with my requeſt. I have likewiſe added here and there 
a few of my own, where I thoug ht ſome information about 
ter ſons and books might be agreeable to the public. 5 


M. NI. 


vices, whenever an opportunity offers; and I had ſome 
thoughts, at this very time, of appointing him ſecretary 
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LETTER I 


To JAMES DavyRoOLLEs, Eſq; his majeſty's reſi 
dent at the Hague. 


London June 5, O. S. 1536. 
"FFB; | 


I M much obliged to you for the joy you expreſs 
at the favours the king has beſtowed upon me. 

wiſh they could furniſh me with an opportunity of giv- 
ing you effectual proofs of my ſincere friendſhip and 
regard. Your nephew, who 1s very deſerving of the 
kindneſs you have for him, may depend upon my ſer- 


of the embaſſy at Paris, under lord Waldegrave, who is 
deſtined to that employment ; but unfortunately the duke 
of Newcaſtle had juſt obtained, of the king, the nomina- 
tion to that office for his kinſman *, who had been ſecre- 
tary to the congreſs at Soiſſons, and claimed it as his right. 
I ſhall certainly recommend your nephew to lord Harring- 
ton, though I believe he will make no changes in the 
office, and beſides, if he did, I know he has ſome young 
. belonging to him. With regard to my place of 
ord- ſteward, I have none but ſmall places in my git, 
| W 


* Mr. Thomas Pelham. 
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LETTRES DE MyLoRD CHESTERFIELD. 


LIVRE IL 


LETTRE LI. 


A Monſieur JaqQues DAYRO LLE s, reſident de fa 
MaJztsTE Britannique à la Haye. 


A Londres, ce 5 Juin, V. S. 1730. 


MONSIEUR, 


J E ſuis très- ſenſible à la part, que vous prenez aux bon- 
tes que le roi a eu pour moi, et je voudrois bien qu'elles 
me donnaſſent une occaſion de vous temoigner, par des ef- 
fets, la veritable amiti et conſideration que jai pour vous. 
Votre neveu, qui eſt, tres-digne de la tendreſſe que vous 
avez pour lui, peut compter ſur mes ſervices dans les occa- 
ſions, et javois penſè à cette heure de le faire ſecrEtaire de 
ambaſſade à Paris ſous mylord Waldegrave, qui eſt deſ- 
tine à cette commiſſion ; mais malheureuſement le duc de 
Newcaſtle avoit / juſtement obtenu du roi cet emploi pour 
ſon parent *, qui avoit etè ſecrEtaire du congrès 4 Soiflons, 
et qui y pretendoit comme de droit. Je ne manquerai pas 
de parler en faveur de votre neveu à mylord Harrington, 
quoique je crois qu'il ne fera pas de changement dans le 


jeunes gens, qui lui appartiennent. Par rapport a la 
charge de grand-maitre que j'ai, il n'y a à ma diſpoſi- 
tion que des petits em plois, qui ne lui e 

| . 2 nul- 
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bureau; et d'ailleurs, s'il en faiſoit, je ſais qu'il a des 
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which would not be worth his acceptance. But we ſhall 
talk over this affair more at large, when we meet again 
at the Hague, which I hope will be ſoon. In the mean 
time do me the juſtice to be perſuaded that no man liy. 
ing is more truly 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 
Be fo good as to preſent my moſt humble reſpects to 
Mrs. Davrolles. 


CC -— ono Z.. ö EET TBE cam. 


LETTER f. 


To Solomon DAYROLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 


London, June 23, O. 8. 1734 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


I w ON'T make you any excuſes for this application, 
becauſe I am very ſure, you are always glad to help an 
old friend. My buſineſs is in ſhort this; I want four 
dozen of ſhirts, two dozen of them to be of Holland, that 
comes to about ten ſhillings the Engliſh ell, the other 
two dozen about fourteen ſhillings the Engliſh ell. Take 
the money of monſieur Vanneck, and give him a bill up- 
on me for it. Though I have great regard for your judg- 
ment in moſt · things, yet in linen I believe it will not be 
amiſs, if you can get the aſſiſtance of madame Dayrolles, 
to whom I would not apply directly myſelf, becauſe 
knowing her politeneſs, I was ſure it would be putting her 
to the trouble of an anſwer ; which trouble I thought it 
civiller to ſave her by your means. I deſire you will 
make my beſt compliments to her and your uncle, who 
hope are both in perfect health. -— 

Do you divert yourſelf pretty well at the Hague * Do 
the ſuppers and parties of pleaſure go on in the Welderen 
family as they uſed to do? A friend of theirs and yours, 
lady Denbigh, has had bad diverfion here, for ſhe has loſt 
every thing ſhe had in the world, which ſhe had unfor- 
tunately left at her houſe at Twickenham“. 

* on I hope 
* Lord Denbigh had lent his houſe at Twickenham to Monſ. de Cha- 


vigny, the French miniſter then in England, which by ſome accident was 
unfortunately burnt down to the ground, whilſt he was in poſſeſſion of it. 
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nullement. Mais nous parlerons plus amplement de 
cette affaire, quand J'aurai le plaiſir de vous revoir à la 
Haye, ce qui arrivera bientòt; en attendant, Kies 80 
la jute d'etre perſuade que je ſuis plus que perſonne, 


Votre tres- humble et très obbiſſant ſerviteur, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Ayes la bonte vaffirer madame n. de mes très 
humbles reſpects. 
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I hope you continue well with your uncle and aunt 
The regard you have always had Dr them, I am fire 
very well deſerves their kindneſs, as their kindneſs to you 
deſerves your acknowledgments. I wiſh you all the g00d 
that can happen to you; and am, with great truth ang 
eftcem, your moſt faithful friend and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFiEy. 


LETTER I. 


To SoLomMon DayYROLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 
London, Aug. 19. O. 8. 1734. 


MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


In AVE received your letter, with the annexed ac- 
count. Mr. Vanneck writes by this day's poſt to his brother 
at the Hague, to furniſh you with what money you ſhall 
aſk for ; ſo that you may take up what you want to pay, 
for the holland, the making, &c. I ſhould think Mr. 
Finch's return would be a good opportunity to ſend 
them over, as he is ſoon expected home. 
If you could perſuade your uncle to ſolicit Mr. Wal. 
pole for leave to reſign his employment in your fayour, 
with a proviſo that he ſhould enjoy the emoluments du- 
ring his life, that would be a means of ſecuring it to you; 
and Mr. Walpole can very eafily bring it about, if he 
pleaſes. Without this precaution, I ſhould be afraid of 
that Mr. Pelham, that is with him, who would not fail 
to put in for it, if your uncle ſhould die. 

If you can perſuade your uncle to approve of this pro- 
poſal, he muſt get Mr. Van Borſele, and ſome of the 
members of the regency, to make intereſt for you with 
Mr. Walpole ; for in the preſent juncture, he will pay 
great regard to the recommendation of thoſe gentlemen. 

Adieu, chevalier. Fear God, divert yourſelf, and drink 
cool as often as you can. I ſhall always be 


Your, &c. CHESTERFIELD. 
L E T- 


*The honorable William Finch, envoy extraordinary and plenipo 
tentiary at that time at the Hague, but now recalled, and immediately 
replaced by his excellency Horatio Walpole, as ambaſſador extraordi- 


nary and plenipotentiary. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. Ill. 157 
LET Tan 
AU MEME 


A Londres, ce 19 Aout, V. S. 1534. 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, 


'A regu votre lettre, avec le compte ci-joint. Mr. Van- 
neck Ecrit par cet ordinaire à ſon frere à la Haye, de vous 
fournir tel argent que vous lui demanderez; de ſorte que 
vous prendrez pour payer la toile, la fagon, &c. Te crois 
que le retour de monſieur Finch“ pourra Etre une bonne 
occaſion de les envoyer, car il revient ici bientòt. 

Si vous pouviez perſuader à votre oncle de ſolliciter Mr. 
Walpole, pour qu'il pit ſe dEmettre de ſon emploi en vo- 
tre faveur, bien entendu qu'il recevroit lui tous les appoin- 
temens ſa vie durant, cela vous Paſſureroit en tout cas, et 
monſieur Walpole pourroit tres facilement le moyenner 
s vouloit. Car ſans cette precaution, je crains ce mon- 
ſieur Pelham, qui eſt avec lui, et qui ne manqueroit pas de 
Sy fourrer, en cas que votre oncle vint a manquer. 

Si vous pouvez porter votre oncle A agreer cette pro- 
poſition, qu'il faſſe en ſorte que monſieur Van Borſele, et 
quelques-uns de la regence, &intereſſent en votre faveur, 
aupres de monſieur Walpole : car dans la conjoncture pre- 
ſente, il aura de grands Egards pour la recommandation 
de ces meſſieurs. 

Adieu, Chevalier. Craignez Dieu, divertiſſez- vous, et 
beuvez frais autant que faire ſe pourra. Je ſerai toujours. 


Votre, &c. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LET TRE. 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 3, O. 8. 1734, 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


In AVE this moment received your letter, and cap. 
tain Brett has ſent me word, that in two or three days ! 
ſhall receive the remaining two dozen of ſhirts. I am 
very well pleaſed with thoſe I have already, and am much 
obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about 
them; though to ſay the truth, conſidering the goodneſs 
and cheapneſs uf the holland, I believe I am chiefly 
obliged to Mrs. Dayrolles, and I beg you will give my 
compliments and thanks to her. 

You ſay matrimony is an epidemical diſtemper at the 
Hague. Take care of yourſelf, my friend, and don't do 
a fooliſh thing. You are welcome to love the fair lady 
you mention, as much as you pleaſe; but no conjugal 
love, I charge you. You may trifle, if you will, but let it 
go no further. A man of ſenſe will love a pretty woman; 
but he is a ſimpleton who marries her merely becauſe ſhe 
is pretty. | 


Adieu, my dear chevalier; I am, upon my honor, very 
ſincerely 


Your, &c. 
CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. My compliments to your uncle. 


LE T- 
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L ETT RE VV. 


AU MEMB 
A Londres, ce 3 Dec. V. S. 1734. 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, 


E regois dans ce moment votre lettre; et le capitaine 
Brett m'a fait dire que dans deux ou trois jours je recevrai 
les autres deux douzaines de chemiſes. Je ſuis tres-con- 
tent de celles que Jai deja, et je vous ſuis tres-oblige de la 
peine que VOUS avez priſe à ce ſujet; quoiqu'à dire la 
vcrite, vi la bonte de la toile, et le bon marchè, je crois 
en etre redevable aux ſoins de madame Dayrolles, à qui 
vous voudrez bien faire mes complimens et mes remerci- 
mens. 

Vous dites que le mariage eſt un mal & pidemique à la 
Haye; pre nez y donc bien garde, mon ami, et ne faites 
point de ſottiſes. Aimez la princeſſe en queſtion tant qui' 
vous plaira; mais point d'un amour conjugal, gil vous 
plait. Badinez, badinez; mais reſtez en la. Un honnete 
homme aime bien une jolie perſonne, mais ce n'eſt qu'un 
nigaud, qui Vepouſe uniquement parcequ'elle eſt jolie. 
Adieu, mon cher chevalier; je ſuis ſur mon honneur tres- 
veritablement. : 

Votre, &c. 
CHESTERFIELD. 
Mes complimens a votre oncle. 


LET- 
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| L/E TT BURY. 

TO THE SAME. 

London, Jan. 23. O. 8. 1949, 
DEAR CHEVALIER, 


I MAKE you no compliments of condolance upon the 
death of your uncle; for, though I loved him very wel 
I love you better, and you are now eaſy and indepen- 
dent. I intended to have executed your commiſſion to 
lord Harrington ; but I happened firſt to ſee Horace 
Walpole, who, I thought, might prove more ſerviceable 
to you in this affair, than the other : accordingly I ſpoke 
to him, and he told me he had received a letter from you 
to the ſame effect, and that he would take care of the 
whole affair. The only difficulty, he apprehended, was 
with relation to your plate, if it happened to be of foreign 
make. I told him, that, as well as I remembered, it was 
Engliſh. | 
Pray take care to keep well with your aunt, who, I am 
informed, has a good deal left in her own power. Tell me 
what diſpoſition your uncle made, what you have got, 
what you intend to do, and when you come here; for 
I intereſt myſelf really in whatever concerns you, and am 
ſincerely, 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


at. 


LE TIER 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, May, 4, O. S. 1747. 
Mr. RESIDENT, 


In AVE finiſhed your affair this morning : it went 
eaſy ; and you muſt go very ſoon. Come to town 
immediately upon the receipt of this, and wind up your | 
own private bottoms as well as you can in the mean 

time; 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. vl. vil. 15. 
ime; for you muſt go on Friday. Je vous en Felicite. 
Adieu. &'s 


.. — zm. m. m) 


LE K- IL 
TO THE SAME. 
London, June 9, O. S. 1747. 


DEAR DAT ROLLEsS, 


[1 AV E received your two laſt ſeparate letters of the 
13th and 16th, N. S. and thank you for the informations 
they give me.“ * # | 

You did right in putting yourſelf in the prince of 
Orange's way, and at the fame time in not obtruding 
yourſelf upon him for a private audience. Whenever you 
have one, give him all poſſible aſſurances of my attach- 
ment; but keep to generals, unleſs before that time I 
ſhould ſend you ſome particular inſtructions. I find by 
what Ligonier ſaid to you, that the French have that ſu- 
periority, which I apprehended they would have: and I 
own that I diſlike the proſpe& in Flanders: for I cannot 
think that marechal de Saxe has brought the French 
king to the army, to be either a ſpectator of inaction, or 
to attempt what he has not a moral certainty of ſucceed- 
ng in. The king, I can aſſure you, approves of your 
office letters; ſo continue to write in that manner, and 
put in every circumſtance relative to the affairs of the re- 
public, though ſeemingly trifling. As for what you hear 
from other quarters of Europe, you will inſert it or not, 
n proportion as you give credit to it, or as you think it 
deſerves notice. The application, concerning the ſhip 
Eendraght, you ſhould have put in your office letter, be- 
cauſe that now the memorial will appear in the office, 
without any letter relative to it, Therefore put all thoſe 
{ort of things for the future in your office letters. With- 
out complimenting your honor, you do extremely well, 
and an experienced miniſter could not have done better. 
Vol. III M Vos 


Lord Cheſterfield was at this time ſecretary of ſtate for the Northern 


tment. 
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Vos pareils a deux fois ne ſe font pas connoitre, 
Et pour leurs coups q eſſai, veulent des coups de maitre (a) 


I need not tell you, that I love you ſincerely, and am 
convinced of your attachment to 


Yours, 


Go 


* 
— — ö  —— —u—P — 


LETTER VIII. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, June 16, O. . 15%. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I ACKNOWLEDGE at once your two ſeparate 
letters of the 2oth and 23d, N. 8. 

You anſwered the princeſs royal very well, when ſhe 

recommended monſieur de la Millerie to you; and when 

ou have an opportunity, acquaint her (with my moſt 
Na reſpects) that I will not fail to put lord Harring- 
ton frequently in mind of her royal highneſs's orders, but 
however, without anſwering for the ſucceſs. 

As the prince has lately ſpoke to you as freely as uſual, 
it is very probable that his former coolneſs was through 
inadvertency or diftraftion only. At leaſt, ſeem to think 
ſ . 


0. 

Far from difliking the diſſolution of the parliament, 1 
approved of, and promoted, it, as. much as any body, and 
do think it a very right meaſure, as will appear, I dare 
ſay, by the majority which we ſhall have in the new one. 
Our enemies have not time to work, nor money to work 
with, as they would have had, if this parliament had died 
a year hence of a natural dean. „ 

If the Dutch will declare war, it will be now, that the 
French have embargoed their ſhips. I conceive why the 
prince does not care to preſs them to it ; but I don't 2 

, | why 


(a) Two verſes of Corneille's Cid, which may be rendered thus : 


Such forward talents no improvement need; 
Their firſt attempts are maſter-ſtrokes indeed. 
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thoſe, who wiſh well, and who haye ſpirit, don't 
1. of themſelves. „ 2 „%%% „ „6 
Don't diſtruſt yourſelf; ſor, upon my word, you do per- 
fectly well. Good night. | 


P. F. I ſend you the incloſed from poor Chataigne 
my page; if you can do him any ſervice, by ſpeak- 
ing in his behalf to any of the prince's people, pray 
do. | 


— 
LETTER IX. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, June 23, O. S. 1740. 
D EAR DAT ROLLEsũS, 


S the letters of the goth N. S. are not yet come 
in, I have little to ſay to you by this poſt, and ſhould 
hardly have written, but that I love to write to you, be- 
cauſe I know that you love to hear from me. 

expect bad news every day from Italy, and wiſh 
more than I hope for good news from Flanders. Some- 
thing, I think, muſt ſoon happen there. 

| have had a very ſatisfactory letter from Mr. Harte, 
and am convinced there has been no gaming at all in 
the caſe. However, when you hear from Mr. de Bochat 
or Madam, in anſwer to the letter you write, pray ſend 
me their letters. A propos of monſieur Bochat, pray 
tell me in what way I can reward him, for the lectures 
that he has read to the boy. Should I ſend him N 
how much ? If no money, what muſt I preſent him with, 
and to about what value ? Tell me without reſerve. Make 
my ſincereſt compliments to your aunt, Good night. 

| x 
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EPT TER MX: 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 3, O. 8. 179. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


] rxzczver by the laſt mail your letter of the "th, 
N. S. and though I have very little time to-night, yet] 
would not omit acquainting you, that the hints, which! 
gave you 1n one of my former letters, are now uſeleſs. * * 
I thank you for the account, which you ſent me from 
Lauſanne, though I can't ſay that it gives. me great com- 
fort. I ſhall hint nothing of it to the boy“, while he ſtays 
at Lauſanne, that he may neither accuſe nor ſuſpect any 
body there of being my informer ; but as ſoon as he i; 
at Leipſig, he ſhall receive des mercuriales (reproofs) upon 
all thoſe points. | 
I own I am in great pain for the Dutch frontier, Ber- 
gen-op-zoom, Breda, or Bois-le-duc, but chiefly the two 
firſt, being, I am convinced, the object of the French, 
which, if they ſucceed in, the conſequence is but too plain. 
Pray tell me, what you take to be the whole force of 
prince Saxe Hildbourghauſen's corps. 
Yours faithfully, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


. OOO 
CET-ITER XI. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, July 17,0. 8. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, ; 


I SHALL take it ill of you, and look upon it as con- 
tempt, if you are not in a damn'd paſſion at me, for 
not having writ to you theſe two poſts; but I have 
really been ſo intirely taken up with the political por 


* Philip Stanhope, lord Cheſterfield's natural ſon. 
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which we have been in, that I have not had a minute's 
time to pay my ſeparate duty to you. 

Lord Sandwich embarks for Holland on Sunday night, 
or Monday morning at fartheſt. After his arrival, I can- 
not find in my heart to refuſe your viſit to Ubbergue“, 
where I wiſh I could attend you, and where I deſire you 
would preſent my reſpects a tutte quante. But I would 
have you contrive to ſet out on ſome Wedneſday mor- 
ning, and return to the Hague on the Monday night, or 
the Tueſday morning following, by which means you 
will miſs but one poſt ; and ſo we heartily wiſh you fare- 


well for to night. 


Yours, 
__ Cures TERFIELD. 


P. $. I have this minute received yours of the 25th; 
by the laſt paragraph of which I find you are a little 


angry, but not angry enough. 


LETTER XI. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, July 31, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


In AVE received yours of the 4th of Auguſt, N. S. but 
[ have ſo little to ſay to you by this poſt, that it is only 
the ſatisfaction which I have in writing to you, makes me 

wnte to-night , Freirett, 5 
[ have writ to Mr. Harte to inquire at Lauſanne of ſome 
of monſieur de Bochart's friends, in what way to make 
him a compliment for the troulile he has been at, and to 
act accordingly, and likewiſe to make ſome: preſent to 
monſieur de Brenles, when they leave Lauſanne, which will 
now be very ſoon, for I have ordered them to be at Leip- 
lg by Michaelmas N. S. As they will therefore leave 
| | _ Lauſanne 


BY, N= * ſeat of count Welderen's family in the province of 
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Lauſanne in three weeks, I ſhall be obliged to you, if you 
will write to monſieur de Brenles in about a fortnight, to 
deſire that he will ſend you in the utmoſt confidence, but 
with the greateſt freedom, the entire analyſis of the boys 
heart, mind and manners; which in all this time he muſt 
know thoroughly, having ſeen him every day, and in his 
unguarded hours. It will be of infinite uſe to me to know 
all theſe particulars. I have not yet mentioned, either to 
the boy or Mr. Harte, any thing of what madame de Po- 
chat writ to you, that they might not ſuſpect from whence 
it came, or endeavour to fiſh it out. But as ſoon as 
are got to a ET ſhall hear of it with a vengeance, 
but ſo, as that it be impoſſible for them to gueſs from 
whence I had it. | | 

I am aſtoniſhed at the not ſending prince Waldeck's 
corps into the lines of Bergen-op-zoom, where they would, 
with thoſe troops that were in the lines before, have formed 
a ſtrength, which might probably have ſaved the town, 
whereas, divided as they are, I fear that neither corps is 
ſtrong enough ſeparately for any purpoſe. . Adieu. 

| Yours, GC. 


. KE 2 I. 
* TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 11, O. S. 1743, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, * | 


Iwa S in doubt, whether I ſhould write to you to-night 
or not, it being doubtful, whether by this time you have 
a head upon your ſhoulders or not. But upon mature de- 
liberation, I determined to write eventually, knowing, at 
worſt, my letter would by no means be the firſt that had 
been ſent to a miniſter without a head. I confeſs the hopes 
which I have, that the French will raiſe the fiege of Ber- 
gen- op- zoom, ariſe from the apprehenſions which they 
may entertain of you, and the biſhop of Raphoe; for 
otherwiſe, I ſee no one thing, that ſhould induce r et 
; | cc u 


* An excurſion of M. Dayrolles to Bergen-op-zoom with the biſhop 
of Raphoe (Twiſden) was the occaſion of hs letter. 


— 
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ſuſpect that the biſhop of Raphoe has an eye to the 
biſnoprick of Munſter, upon the death of the elector of 
Cologne, and means to ſhew that he will do as well as 
Bernard Van Galen (a) 

am perſuaded, that the new tax *, from which ſuch 
ſums are expected, will either not be laid, from the op- 
poſition which it will meet with, or, if laid, will hardly 
be collected without the aſſiſtance of draggons. In my opi- 
nion, when Bergen- op- zoom ſhall be taken, the conſterna- 
tion will be univerſal in the republic, and the tone of the 
moſt ſanguine will be altered. Williamſtadt or Zealand 
will fall next; and then what ground our troops will have 
to ſtand upon, and where they, will find quarters, I am at 
a loſs to gueſs. I am even in pain for their exiſtence, af- 
ter the town ſhall be taken. 
[ have * your bill of extraordinaries. Pray, what 
becomes of Kreuningen? Is he not frightened out of his 
wits? Adieu. 


Yours faithfully, 


C. 
LET- 


(a) The warlike biſhop of Munſter, who twice laid fiege to his 
capital, and was fo active in the Dutch war of the year 1672. 

1 This tax, under the name of Liberal Gift or Don Gratuit, was 
raiſed in a very extraordinary manner. Large caſes or trunks were 
placed in all the town-houſes in the province of Holland, in which, all 
perſons, whoſe whole capital did not amount to leſs than 2000 florins, 
were obliged to depoſit upon oath, either in caſh, obligations of the 
ſtate, or plate, to the value of at leaſt 2 per cent. of whatever they 
poſſeſſed, either in caſh, land, jewels, plate, pictures, dbligations, em- 
ployments, &c. nothing but houſhold goods and wearing apparel to he 
excepted. They were alſo obliged to ſwear, that in caſe they ſhould 
afterwards find out, that they had not paid in their quotas, according to 
a true and juſt evaluation of all their feQs, they would faithfully make 
it up again, to the beſt of their knowledge. | 

he ſum produced by this heavy impoſition was kept a profound ſe- 
cret, and never came to the knowledge of the world with any certainty. 
However, there is good reaſon to think, that the amount of the ſame 
did not fall ſhort of twenty-two millions of florins, via. two millions 
ſterling, in the ſingle province of Holland. The public debt of that 
province alone, at that time, was computed at forty millions ſterling. 


t 
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L'E'T FT E'R . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 21, O. S. 1945, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 AM very glad to find the cannon-balls, bombs, ſhells, 
and mines, which you went to viſit at Bergen- op- zoom, 
received you ſo civilly, as to give you all the entertain- 
ment they could afford, without playing you thoſe tricks, 
which they are apt to do to thoſe, with whom they are 
_ familiar. In ſhort, you are well off, and I am glad 
or it. | 

I think, as you do, that the town muſt fall, and ſoon, 
it being impoſſible for the whole army to march to its re- 
lief : at leaſt the duke is convinced of it, though I find 
that the prince of Orange is of a contrary opinion. That 
is not, I doubt, the only point, upon which they differ. 

I ſee the 2 per cent. tax is not yet laid, and that the 
ſtates of Holland are ſeparated to deliberate upon it. [ 
own, I much doubt, whether it will be laid, and ſtill 
more whether it will be levied if laid. Adieu. 


LETTER XV. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Aug. 25, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* « * * * * 'THE taking of the Ruſſians is, in 


my mind, eventually a right ſtep, provided we make 
the right uſe of it, that is, to treat ſeriouſly of peace, 
with force in our hands for war. For I am convinced 
that every thing, that does not tend to a peace, is abſurd, 
and will in the end prove fatal. 72 
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have no opinion of your new tax ; and though it may 
be laid, believe it will be ſo lamely collected, that it will 
not produce any thing like what 1s propoſed. Pray tell 


what impartial people think of it. 
Don't be Aruſthul of yourſelf , for every body here al- 


lows, that it is impoſſible to do better than you have done. 
80 good night. 


Yours, 


——— ——  —__ —_ 22 — 


LETTER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Sept. 11, O. S. 1947. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Ib ON'T 2 ſeparately the ſeveral letters I 
have received from you ſince my laſt, as you are ſenſible 
that I muſt have received them, and have not always time 
to anſwer them. | 

* * * arrived here the day before yeſterday but what 
his buſineſs is, is yet a ſecret to mea. 
He talks more extravagantly than ever poor lord - 
did. Bergen-op-2o0om is no loſs, the Dutch have more 
reſources than they want ; and though they ſhould loſe a 
province or two this year, they will recover that and a 
great deal more he m. „ 
Adieu, mon cher enfant. (Adieu, my dear child.) 


C. 
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LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 21, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I AM very glad to find the cannon-balls, bombs, ſhells, 
and mines, which you went to viſit at Bergen-op-zoom, 
received you fo civilly, as to give you all the entertain- 
ment they could afford, without playing you thoſe tricks, 
which they are apt to do to thoſe, with whom they are 
_ familiar. In ſhort, you are well off, and I am glad 
or it. | 

I think, as you do, that the town muſt fall, and ſoon, 
it being impoſſible for the whole army to march to its re- 
lief : at leaſt the duke is convinced of it, though I find 
that the prince of Orange is of a contrary opinion. That 
is not, I doubt, the only point, upon which they differ. 

I ſee the 2 per cent. tax is not yet laid, and that the 
ſtates of Holland are ſeparated to deliberate upon it. I 
own, I much doubt, whether it will be laid, and ill 
more whether it will be levied if laid. Adieu. 


MUST TER AY: 


TO THE SAME. 
I by " us E . * F ] 
London, Aug. 25, O. S. 1747. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


_*- * * * * 'THE taking of the Ruſſians is, in 
my mind, eventually a right ſtep, provided we make 
the right uſe of it, that is, to treat ſeriouſly of peace, 
with force in our hands for war. For I am convinced 
that every thing, that does not tend to a peace, is abſurd, 
and will in the end prove fatal. 72 

EIA 
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have no opinion of your new tax; and though it may 
be laid, I believe it will be ſo lamely collected, that it will 
not produce any thing like what 1s propoſed. Pray tell 
me what u think of it. 

Don't be diſtruſtful of yourſelf; for every body here al- 
lows, that It 18 impoſſible to do better than you have done. 


80 good night. 


Vours, 


———— —  — — —— —  — 


LETTER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Sept. 11, O. S. 1947. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Io ON'T D ſeparately the ſeveral letters I 
have received from you ſince my laſt, as you are ſenſible 
that I muſt have received them, and have not always time 
to anſwer them. | 

* * * arrived here the day before yeſterday ; but what 
his buſineſs is, is yet a ſecret to mee... 
He talks more extravagantly than ever poor lord - 
did. Bergen-op-2oom is no loſs, the Dutch have more 
reſources than they want ; and though they ſhould loſe a 
province or two this year, they will recover that and a 
great deal more de .. 8 


Adieu, mon cher enfant. (Adieu, my dear child.) 


C. 


LE T- 


170 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 


LETTER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 22, O. S. 174). 


D EAR DAYROLLES, 


* IAN concerned for the public, 
which I take to be in a very dangerous fituation ; as to 
myſelf in particular, I am extreamly eaſy. I will con- 
tinue in public life, while I can do it with honor, and 
when I cannot, I ſhall enjoy private life with pleaſure, 
and I hope ſome reputation. The republic talks and 
looks big; but neither does, nor I fear can act up to it. 
And how they will repel dangers of this year, by the force 
which they are to raiſe the next, I am at a loſs to diſcover. 

I have ſpoke to Mr. Pelham about your payment, and 
will take care you ſhall be paid as ſoon as, or Grocer than, 
any other foreign miniſter ; and more you muſt not ex- 
pect, for a very ftrong reaſon, which is, that there is not 
money. 

The parliament will meet the ſecond week in Novem- 
ber; till when the town will continue as empy as it is 
now, and I never knew it emptier. My only amuſe- 
ment is my new houſe, which has now taken ſome form, 
both within and without. There is but one diſagreeable 
circumſtance that attends it, which is the expence. Adieu. 


— ——— 


LETTER XVIII. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, OR. 22, O. 8. 1945. 
D EAR DAY ROLLES, 


IN CLOSE D is a letter for Mr. de Bochat (a), 
which I defire that you will dire& properly, and for- 
ward to him ; for the proper titles are of great im- 
portance all over Germany. My letter is an anſwer 

to 


| (a) A profeſſor of ry + and civil law in the univerſity of Lauſanne, 
whoſe leftures young Mr. Stanhope attended. | 
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to a very civil one, which you ſent from him, and 
at the ſame time conveys my thanks for his book (4a), 
which, as far as I have read, 1s, I think, an excellent one. 
He gives me in the main a good character of the boy, and 
he has very kindly wrote to profeſſor Maſcow (0, to 
inform him previouſly of what the boy does or does not 
know, of his diſpoſitions, character, &c. all which it is 


right that the profeſſor ſhould know before hand, in order 


to take his meaſures the better, *F *® * * * 

Though things go now ſmoothly, and to the wiſh of 
the ſtadrhouder in Holland, I ſuſpect that they will not 
long continue to do ſo. The heads, that govern now, 
are too hot for the old ones that are to obey ; and I fore- 
ſce that the ſtring will be pulled till it breaks. Make my 
compliments to your aunt. Yours moſt faithfully, 


| . 


LETTER XIX. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Oct. 16, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Yo U allow me the privilege of a buſy man, which is 
not to write, when he has not time to do it; and that of 
a lazy man, which is not to write, when he has not a 
mind to it ; but for the two laſt poſts I claim the privi- 
lege of a ſick man, for I have had confounded rheumatic 
pains in my ſhoulder, for which I have been let blood, 
phyſicked, and confined; but I am now pretty well 
again, #: 1 * 89 * * * 82 $ 

Has 


(a) Critical reſearches into the antient ate of the Helvetic body ; with 
an account of the monuments of antiquity found in Switzerland. That 
gentleman had publiſhed, ten Years before, a critical and political enquiry 
into the origin of the cuflom of letting national troops t y2rious powers, 
pratiſed by the Swiſs cantons. * 
( Profeſſor of Laws at Leipſic. 


„ , 
5 9 . 
o 5 — 8 
LS I — = — - 2 
Py — * ” 


> — * = * — , 
r 


- 
— A % — - 
. g 0 Y 4 k® 6 — y 
_ — & % tha * 7 1 
— !. ˙ u... ²⁰˙ m , A ood — 


172 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


Has Kreuningen paid his two per cent. and ſurvived it 
Have you ſeen your old friend? Bon ſoir. ” 


Yours, 


2 


————ñ —— —— 


L ET TER XX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 1, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 RECEIVED but laſt Sunday yours of the iſt N. 8 
and there are now two more poſts due from Holland. 
Though your correſpondence cannot, in this ſeaſon of 
inaction, be ſo informing as at other times, it is ſtill the 
correſpondence of a friend; and I value much more what 
the heart dictates, than what occurrences ſupply. S 
write on, when you have leifure, and depend upon your 
letters being equally welcome to me, however full of, or 
free from, news. Chetwynd “ tells me that you have ſome 
doubts, whether you ſhould regularly write your office- 
letters or not, as you have not great variety of materials 
for them at preſent. That is none of your fault. 
But, however, I can tell you that the king reads your 
letters with great attention, and is very well pleaſed with 
them ; therefore continue by all means, and inſert every 
thing, that comes to your knowledge. His majeſty loves 
to hear the little occurrences of every place. 42s 
Pray endeayour to get me an exact account of all the 
troops now in the ſervice of the republic; diſtinguiſhing 
thoſe that were there before the election of the ſtadt- 
houder, and thoſe which have been raiſed ſince ; and 
likewiſe an account of the priſoners ſtill in the poſſeſſion 
of the French. This account, I know, you can hardly 


get 


Wm. Chetwynd, efq; under ſecretary of ſtate in the Northern de- 
partment. 
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get in any other ſhape but that of battallions and ſqua- 
drons, but, however, I deſire you will accompany it with 
the beſt- grounded conjecture that you can form of the 
real number of effective men, to which the whole eſta- 
bliſhment amounts. 
As the world goes, I am not diſpleaſed with monſieur 
de Brenles's (a) account of the boy; and to tell you the 
truth, it is better than I expected. I agree with you, that 
Leipſig is not the place to give him that n ton, which 1 
know he wants; but then conſider, that he can acquire 
that hon ton, no where but in mixed companies, and in the 
pleaſures of people of faſhion at courts, which if he were 
to taſte of ſo young as he 1s now, there would be an end 
of all ſtudies. And he ſtill wants a foundation in ſeveral 
ſciences, which he will lay better at Leipſig than any 
where elſe. He will there make himſelf maſter of the 
German language, the hiſtory and conſtitution of the 
empire, ſome Grotius, ſome civil law, and other things, 
which he muſt either learn now or never. It is true that 
in all this time he will contract a little German dirt; but 
that is eaſier rubbed off, eſpecially at his age, than Engliſh 
dirt. Turin will effectually do that; and Paris ſhall give, 
at laſt, the true varniſh. 
Harte writes me word, that the boy really works hard, 
and has barely time to eat, drink, and ſleep. In all the 
vacations, he is to go to Dreſden, which will do ſome 
good to his manners. 

Adieu. 


LET FER XXL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 14, O. S. 1747 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| Have received Noor letter of the 19th, N. S. Your 
account of the inefficiency of the government in Holland 
is, I am convinced, very true, and I have the ſame from 

| 2 3 various 
(a) The gentleman at whoſe houſe young Stanhope was a boarder at 


uſanne. 
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various hands, Much talking, and very little doing, (an. 
guine folly without force, and obſtinacy without judgment 
Mareèchal de Lowendahl will, I believe, ſoon talk in a 

much more effectual manner to Zealand or Breda, though 
I ſhould rather think the latter; as it is eaſter, and, with 
regard to England, of more importance, 

If count Naſſau will break bones, I preſume he wil 
begin with Rodriguez's (a). It is a moſt ſcandaloys 
article, 
| I have _ again about your payment, and have had 
fair promiſes. 

I have not yet received Memnon (b) ; have you read 
Angola (c? It is very prettily written. By the firſt oppor- 
tunity of a courier, I ſhall ſend Kreuningen a cargo of 


pamphlets, though we have had no good ones of late. 
Adieu, mon enfant. | 


— — — —— —ͤ— A 


LETT NN XX. 

TO THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 1, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I HAVE received your two laſt letters, and likewiſe 
Memnon. I always like the former; but to tell you the 
truth, I do not ſo much admire the latter as Kreuningen 
does, who tells me that he devoured it. I have ſent him a 
load of bad books and pamphlets, by his particular order; 
for none good have appeared here of late. Pray, make 
him my compliments, and my excuſes for not having yet 
anſwered his letter, which I will do ſoon, 

By what you tell me, and by what I hear from other 
hands, there is much talking and little doing at the Hague; 
whereas the French, though they love talking as well as 
o her people, ſeem to be doing; as I fear we ſhall ſoon 
find. I am called away. Good night, dear Dayrolles. 


LET- 
(a) The writer of the r Gazette. 


(b) One of Voltaire's philoſophical tales. | 
(c) A very licentious novel, written in the ſtyle of Crebilloo. 
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E TI 
TO THE SAME. 1755 
London, Jan. 12, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


HREE mails, which came in together, brought me 
:wo letters from you; the caſe of good things, of which 
it is often ſaid, that but two of them come over in three 
ſhips. The abbe de la Ville's letter, for I am ſure it is 
his, is but ſuperficial ; he might have made more of the 
ſubject ; but, however, it is prettily writ, * * * * * 

Whether the tone of that court be peace or war, it 
differs only in e of time; for a peace there will ne- 
ceſſarily be. If prudence makes it ſoon, it will be ſo much 
the better; but if ſanguine folly delays it, neceſſity will, 
before it is long, make it, and make a damn'd bad one. 
We have not, nor can have, any force to look the French 
in the face with, till the middle of the campaign; before 
which time, they will have ſtruck their ſtroke, and the re- 
public will beg, inſtead of refuſing, a peace. | 

have deſired Kreuningen to ſend me any good new 
French books that come out, and to give them to you, 
who will pay him for them, and tranſmit them to me. 
And I inſiſt upon your ſending me the account, that I 
may pay you. Our bookſellers here import no books 
worth two- pencde . ++ ++ 4 


——— ———— ———— 
L E TT ER XXIV. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 26, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


T HIS letter goes to you, in that confidence, which 
lalways ſhall, and know that I ſafely may, place in you. 


And you will therefore not let one word of it tranſpire. 
| What 
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What wrote to * * I believe will, na 
ſure mat, prove tree... 77 210M 
I tell you very truly, I long for reſt and quiet, equally 
neceſſary to my preſent ſtate, both of body and mind 
Could I do any good, I would ſacrifice ſome more quiet 
to it; but, convinced as I am that I can do none, I vil 
indulge my eaſe, and preſerve my character. I have gone 
through pleaſures, while my conſtitution and my ſpirits 
would allow me. Buſineſs ſucceeded them; and I have 
now gone through every part of it, without liking it at all 
the better for being acquainted with it. Like many other 
things, it is moſt admired by thoſe, who know it the leaſt. 
And this one conſjdzration would alone diſguſt one of it 
even if one had the ſole power; which is, that in this 
country one muſt, for political reaſons, frequently prefer 
the moſt unworthy to he moſt worthy, and proſtitute to 
importunity and undeſerving greedineſs the rewards of 
merit. Thus weary of buſineſs, you will eaſily imagine, 
that in retiring from my preſent buſineſs, I ſhall not engage 
in any other; but far from embarking upon any account in 
cabals and oppoſition, whenever I do take any part in the 
houſe of lords, it ſhall be in ſupport of the government. 
Do not think neither that I mean a ſullen retirement from 
the world ; on the contrarv, my retreat from buſineſs will 
give me both more time and better ſpirits for the enjoy- 
ment of ſocial life, from which I will never withdraw my- 
ſelf, What day I ſhall reſign the ſeals, is not yet fixed : 
therefore I defire that you will not, upon any account, 
mention one word of this letter, or give the leaſt intima- 
tion to any one living, that you know any thing of this 
reſolution. As I know the warmth of your friendſhip for 
me, and at the ſame time the warmth of your temper, | 
moſt earneſtly recommend to you, nay I infiſt upon your 
being diſcreet, when this event ſhall become public 
There are thoſe at the Hague, who will be glad to lay 
hold of any little lip of yours, in order to do you an injury: 
diſappoint them by your diſcretion, and ſay nothing more 
upon it, than that you knew that my health required ex- 
erciſe, and my temper quiet ; and that you know too, that 
whenever [I can, as a private man, be of any uſe to the 
king or to the public, I ſhall act the ſame out of place, as 
ſhould have done in. This conduct I ſhall look upon 45 
a proo 


176 


T am 
* 8 
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a proof of your friendſhip, and not of your coolneſs for 
me. As I ſhall always have a fatisfaCtion in hearing from 
you, write to me from time to time as uſual. * * * 
Adieu for this time, my dear Dayrolles; and be con- 
vinced that, knowing, as I do, your merit, your good heart, 
your truth, and your affection, I ſhall, though hereafter a 
rery uſeleſs one, be ever your | 


Very faithful friend, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
r 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Feb. 9, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


L E fort eft jette (the die is caſt) : you receive this letter 
from a ſincere friend, but not from a ſecretary of ſtate , 
and I know you to be fo true a friend too, that I am ſure 
you value it more in the former character than in the latter. 
Laſt Saturday I rehgned the ſeals into the king's hande, 
who parted with me in the moſt gracious manner poſſible. 
My health, my ſpirits, and my character all concurred in 
this meaſure, and made it abſolutely neceſſary for me. I 
retire without any perſonal quarrel with any man what- 
ſoever; and if I diſapproved of meaſures, it was by no 
means upon account of their authors. Far from engaging 
in oppoſition, as reſigning miniſters too commonly do, I 
ſhall, to the utmoſt of my power, ſupport the king and his 
government, which I can do with more advantage to them, 
and more honor to myſelf, when I do not receive five 
thouſand pounds a year for doing it. I ſhall now, for the 
firſt time in my life, enjoy that philoſophical quiet, which, 
upon my word, I have long wiſhed for. While I was able, 
that is, while I was young, I lived in a conſtant diſſipation 
and tumult of pleaſures; the hurry and plague of buſineſs 

Vor. III. N either 
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either in or out of court ſucceeded, and continued till nc, 
And it is now time to think of the only real comforts :; 
the latter end of life, quiet, liberty, and health. Do > 
think, by the way, that by quiet and retirement, ] e 
ſolitude and miſanthropy; far from it: my philoſophy f 
you know, is of a chearful and ſocial nature. My kf. 
my books, and my friends, will divide my time pretty e. 
qually ; I ſhall not keep leſs company, but only better 
Yor I ſhall chuſe it. Therefore do not fear finding me 
whenever you take a little turn here, moroſe and cynical” 
on the contrary, you will find me as gentle as a dove but 
alas ! not ſo amorous. At leaſt, whatever elſe you * 
me, you will always find me with the trueſt affection, 


Yours, &c. 


CHESTERFIELD 


P. $. Pray make my compliments to my baron, and 
thank him both for his books and his letters: I will 
do it myſelf very ſoon. 


LITT RX 


TO THE SAME. | 
Bath, Feb. 23, O. S. 1748. 


V E woici mon cher enfant (here I am, my dear boy), en- 
joying liberty and idleneſs, but attended with a great cold, | 
which I got upon the road, in the coldeſt weather, and the 
deepeſt ſnow that I ever remember. This has hindered 

me from drinking the waters hitherto ; but that is no great | 
matter, as I came here more for the ſake of quiet, and ab- 
ſence from London, while I was the only ſubject of con- 
verſation there, than for any great occaſion that I had for | 
the waters. | 2 


Without affectation, I feel moſt ſenſibly the comforts 
Ea, 0 


+0 HIS FRIENDS. BOOK . LET. XXVI. 559 


of my preſent free and quiet ſituation; and if I had much 
vanity in my compoſition, of which I really think that 1 
have leſs than moſt people, even that vanity would be 
fully gratified, by the voice of the public upon this occa- 
fon. But, upon my word, all the buſy tumultuous paſ- 
fhons have ſubſided in me, and that not ſo much from phi- 
loſophy, as ſrom a little reflection upon a great deal of ex- 
perience. I have been behind the ſcenes, both of pleaſure 
and buſineſs. I have ſeen all the coarſe pullies and dirty 
ropes, which exhibit and move all the gaudy machines; 
and I have ſeen and ſmelt the tallow candles, which illu- 
minate the whole decoration, to the aſtoniſhment and ad- 
miration of the ignorant audience. 

Since my reſignation, my brother, as you will have ſeen 
in the news- papers, is appointed commiſſioner of the ad- 
miralty, which he never would have been as long as I had 
continued in, the reſolution being taken to exclude all 
thoſe, who might otherwiſe have been ſuppoſed to have 
came in upon my intereſt. As I retire without quarrelling, 
and without the leaſt intention to oppoſe, I ſaw no reaſon 
HU my brother ſhould decline this poſt, arid I adviſed 
him to accept of it, and the rather as it was the king's 
own doing. 

George Stanhope “ too, I am told, is now to have the 
rank of colonel given him, which I could never procure 
him, ſo that it ſeems, I have a much better intereſt out 
of place than I had in. 

All goes well at Leipſig ; the boy applies and improves 
more than I expected. Count and counteſs Fleming, who 


aw him there, and who carried him to the dutcheſs of 


Courlande's, gave me a very good account of him, and 
aſſured me that he was by no means the aukward Engliſh 
oaf, but paſſablement decrotte (tolerably poliſhed). He ſhall 
ſtay there a year longer, and then go to Turin. If you 
ſhould accidentally hear, or can procure, any memoirs X 
his private character, pray let me know them. 

Remember the cautions, which I gave you in one of my 
former letters. When lord Sandwich goes to the congreſs, 
vou will have a great deal to do, and play a conſiderable 
part, at the Hague ; which I know you are able to acquit 
yourſelf of very well. This I think will put you, en train 

N 2 dirs 
* Brother to earl Stanhope. 
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dl etre monfieur e N upon lord Sandwich's return to f. 
poſt here, which will be before it is very long; for ay 
ver little peace is at preſent intended, neceſſity will ſon 


make it, by the means of the marcthaux de Saxe et Lotendab 


and then, being upon the place, I think you may reaſons 
bly aſk, and probably obtain, the character and appoint- 
ments of envoy, * © „%% % © ou e's, 
May you have all you with ! 

| Adieu, yours, 


CO 


LETTER XXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March, 22, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAT ROLL ES, 


1 AM now returned from the Bath in a ſtate of health, 
vhich I have not known of ſome years, and which is ow- 
ing to quiet of mind and exerciſe of body. I am now 
maſter of my own time, and of my own motions. I do 
whate er I pleaſe, whenever I pleaſe, and am mightily 
pleſed with it. 6-0 0 0. 0 0 G8 0 = 6X b 

T lay no grea: ſtreſs upon?! Der at the Hague, 
wh'ch 1 do not think is with any other deſign, but only to 
be the channel of a certain correſpondence. A propos of 
that correſpondence, * has confeſſed the impotence of 
the republic ; has owned that they are diſappointed 1n their 
levies, and has defired to borrow twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds, or at leaſt a million ſterling, without which he 
ſays that the republic muſt be inevitably ruined. When 
the king heard the purport of his commiſſion, he ſaid, 
Cheſterfield told me fix months ago that it would be ſo. As to 
his loan of a million at leaſt, he has been told, that, if he 
can get it à la bonne heure (ſo much the better), but that it 
is not very likely that he ſhould, when our own loan is at 
five per cent. di foam and when it is very doubtful whe- 
ther the further payments will be made at all. At laſt he 
came down to beg, for God's ſake, that we would at leaſt 


take the whole expence of the Ruſſians upon ourſelves, for 
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that the republic cannot poſlibly pay the ſhare that they 
had ſtipulated. What anſwer he has received to that re- 
queſt I do not yet know. Money was never ſo ſcarce in 
the city, nor the ſtocks ſo low, even during the rebellion, as 
now; which you, as a monied man, certainly know. 
Twelve per cent. is offered for money, and even that will 
not do. And if there is not a certainty of peace in three 
or four months at furtheſt, an entire ſtagnation of all credit, 
if not a bankruptcy, is univerſally expected. | 

Could you buy me two hogſheads of ſupzrlative good cla- 
ret at Palairet's, or any where elſe, and fend it me over by 
ſome Engliſh ſhip, as you know the act of navigation re- 
quires ? I would have it of the firſt growth, and a ſtrong 
body. I truſt to your diſtinguiſhing palate for the quality 
of it. Jam in no fort of haſte for it, ſo that you may take 
your own time to taſte, conſult, and at laſt fix. Only 
do not ſend me any, unleſs you can be ſure of ſending me 
what is extremely good. 

Make my compliments to our friend when you ſee him. 

am heartily glad of Wolters' new employment (a). 


Yours affectionately, 
©; 


LETTER XXVII. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, April, 8, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


8 IN CE my laſt to you, I have received your two let- 
ters with their incloſures, which were a letter and a du- 
plicate from madame de St. Gille at Madrid. She wants 
to have a certain Spaniſh priſoner exchanged, and, thinking 
me ſtill in office, applies to me for it: I have, however, got 

it 
(a) Agent to his Britannic majeſty at Rotterdam, a gentleman of un- 


common merit, and Fer beloved both by his own. countrymen and 
the Dutch. He died a few years ago. 
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it done, as I inform her in the incloſed, which I deſire 
that you will forward to her ſome way or other. The 
ſafeſt way, I believe, will be to give it to the marquis 
del Puerto's ſecretary, It may give you an opportunity, 


if you have a mind, to ſend her ſomething tender from 
Jourſelf, for I remember you was one of her lovers. 
When the treaſury meets after Eaſter, Mr. Pelham has 
promiſed me that you ſhall be paid every ſhilling that is 
due to you, ſo that then you will be out of debt. | hope 
ou take care to live within your appointments, and to lay 
up all your own, that in caſe of any revers you may not 
be a loſer by your commiſſion. * + nh eta 6. 
The deliberations about the chriſtening (a), and the 
magnificence and profuſion of it, were ſurely deplaces (im- 
proper) at this time; at leaſt it is thought ſo here, unleſs it 
proceeded from a reſolution of dying merrily. Your end 
ſeems to me to be near. Maeſtricht, I am perſuaded, 
Will be taken in a fortnight de tranchte ouverte; and after 
that there is not any one place that can hold out a week. 
Marechal T.owendahl's leaving his former deſtination of 
Breda and Zealand, in order to join the grand army, con- 
vinces me, that ſomething more is intended there than the 
taking of Maeſtricht ; and I dread the next letters from 
Holland, bringing us an account of the duke's army being 
cut off in the whole, or in part. All my predictions are 
pow verifying tie . „ Wn 7! 
Our army, which was, according to their calculation, to 
conſiſt of 192,000 men, is actually weaker than it was 
laſt year; and that peace, which the republic will in a few 
weeks beobliged to ſign upon the drum head, will be ſuch 
a one, as will prove how much thoſe were in the right, 
who were for treating laſt year, upon the foot of marcchal 
de Saxe's propoſals to Ligonier. | 
Here is a pamphlet. come out entitled my Apaligy (b), 
which I will ſend to my baron, with a bundle of other 
pamphlets by the firſt opportunity, and he will ſhew it 
you. It makes a very great noiſe here, as you will eaſily 
conceive that it muſt, when you read it. Many pole 
WOE rea 


(a) Of the lladtholder's ſon, now his ſucceſſor. 
(L) An apology for a late reſignation, in a letter. from an Engliſh genth- 
man to his friend at the Hague. London, 1748. 819. 
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cally believe, and many defire, that it ſhould be be- 
eyed, to have been written by my direction at leaſt: 
but, upon my word and honor, ſo far am I from having 
any hand directly or indirectly in it, that I do not ſo much 
as guels at the author, though I have done all I could to 
sin hem alt; OOO OO LINE Ps WIN Oe ru 

Pray do not buy me any claret, till you hear further from 
me, for I am lately informed, that there is great difficulty 
in importing it here, even in an Engliſh bottom. But in 
the mean time you may be taſting eventually if you 
leaſe. # * „ + # # # ee 
t is time to finiſh this letter. Good night then, my 
dear Dayrolles. 


Yours faithfully, 
| C. 


— ———_——— — —— —  — —— 


LETTER XXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 
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London, April 19, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


4} 
| 
7 
1 
1 
5 
=, 
[; 
: 
., b 
| ; 
1 


HAVE received yours of the 19th N. S. The ſitua- 
tion of the republic is now exactly what ſix months ago 1 
foreſaw, and foretold, it would be; there was indeed no 
conjuration in that prediction, nothing having happened 
lince, that was not the neceſſary effect of cauſes well 
known then $$ „ „„ = SS So» 
If you ſhould by accident know or hear of a Vander Pol, 
pray let the perſon know, that I am very much obliged 
to him for his correſpondence, which is very inſtructive, 
and that I beg he will continue it. I do not know who 
he 1s, and if you ſhould, do not ſend me his name in a 
letter by the poſt; for I know' that moſt letters from, 
and to, me are opened. ; 
[ am not yet able to gueſs who wrote my apology, which 
am the more ſurprized at, as it muſt be ſomebody pretty 
well informed, all the facts being very near true. An an- 
ſwer to it is advertiſed, but not yet publiſhed. I am 
impatient 


"a6 ©. 8 
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ſor, had not that part of my predictions come to paſs in 
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impatient to ſee it, that I may know, as I eaſily ſhall when 
I read it, whether it is written by order or not; if it is not 
I ſhall not meddle with it; but if it is, it ſhall have a reply 
Pray tell my baron, that I have received his letter, and 
will anſwer it before it is long. He will be able to fend 
me all the little French books that come out, when mar. 
chal de Saxe, with his army, will be at the Hague for 
then all the French officers will be at the baron's levee, and 
glad to ſhew him thoſe little civilities. 
The duke of Devonſhire will, I believe, reſign ſoon, and 


be ſucceeded by the duke of Marlborough. Adieu, dear 
Dayrolles. 


Yours ſincerely, 


— PF 


LETTER XXX. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, May 3, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAT ROLL ES, 


M Y prophecy, as you obſerve, was fulfilled /onica, 
which I heartily congratulate both you and myſelf upon; 


the moment that it did, the other part would, which was 
inevitable ruin. Had not the French politely ſigned the 
preliminaries when they did, but reſolved to profit of the 
advantages, which they had in their hands, we were un- 
done, Moſt people here are aſtoniſhed at the moderation 
of the French court, and cannot account for it from any 
known rules of policy. Deep and profound hiſtorians, 
who muſt aſſign ſome great and political cauſe for every 
event, will likewiſe, I believe, be at a loſs to aſſign ſuch a 
one for this. But I, who am apt to take things in a more 
{imple light, and to ſeek for their cauſes more in the weak- 
neflin than in the wiſdom of mankind, account for it in 
this manner, The king of France, who is a quiet, . 
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ous prince, was weary of the war, and particularly of acamp 
life, which, as he had once adopted, he could not well lay 
aſide, while the war laſted. The French courtiers are 
not ſo unſkilful, as not to adviſe what they know their 
prince wiſhes, no matter whether it be conſiſtent with, or 
contrary eee 

do not wonder in the leaſt at the general joy, which 
you tell me is expreſſed at the Hague upon this occaſion, 
from the princeſs and the baron, to the fiſherman at Sche- 
reling, $$ 6G CES SS + + + « 

When you happen to ſee Pami of Amſterdam, tell him, 
pray, that I am obliged to him and his ami, and that I 
hope they will continue to let me hear from them. In the 
hand and the other circumſtances in which they write, the 
devil cannot diſcover them here; all the care that is ne- 
ceſſary is only to put their own letters privately into the 


"1 believe the king will ſet out from hence next Saturday 
ſevennight ; I ſuppoſe that you will be at Helvoet to meet 
him, where I defire you will be particularly attentive to 
do lady Yarmouth any ſervices that you can; ſhe de- 
ſerves them from us both, being much my friend, and 
yours. | 

Adien mon enfant; portez-vous bien. 


— —ä —— 2 
LETTER XXX 
TO THE SAME, 
London, May 13, O. S. 1748. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


You anſwered the prince of Orange's queſtion, con- 
cerning me, perfectly well; far from blaming the peace, 
| am heartily glad that it is made. I was for making it 
ſooner, and conſequently better. I foreſaw and foretold 
our weakneſs this campaign, and would have prevented, 
by a timely negociation 5 October, thoſe evident dan- 
gers, to which it muſt neceſſarily expoſe us, and which 
we have eſcaped, more by our good fortune than our wiſ- 
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dom. I may add that my reſignation made this: peace 
as it opened people's eyes with relation to the imminent 
Feen,, ð ET > 
The republic is ſaved by it from utter ruin, and England 
from bankruptcy, _ . | 

The king ſets out this night or to-morrow morning for 
Holland, attended only by Mr. Stone. It is given out 
that the duke of Newcaſtle is to follow in three weeks: 
but that is only given out, but not intended; for J have 
reaſon to be pretty ſure that he will not go at all. The 
king would not let either of the ſecretaries go to Hanover 
but as the duke of Bedford. has ſtrongly ſolicited to go, in 
caſe the duke of Newcaſtle did not, it is to be ſaid that 
the latter is to go, in order to put off the former without 
offence. 

Sir Matthew Decker goes in the yacht with Stone, and 
will be ſome time at the Hague, where I deſire that you 
will do him all the ſervice, and ſhew him all the civilities, 
that n., ß EN NOR: S 

Lord Sandwich has aſked leave to come over here for 
a little time upon account of his own private affairs. 1 

I have heard of no new miniſtgr named for the Hague, 
but I am told that there is to be one. I ſhould gueſs Ford 
Fane, who ſolicits much to go to Spain, but has been re- 
fuſed. The duke of Richmond, I believe, will go to Paris 
as ambaſſador for the repreſentation part, which part he 
will certainly do well. 


Yours moſt truly, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XR = 
TO THE SAME. 


London, June 10, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


|| WAs glad to find by your laſt, that the king 4nd you 
are ſo well together, though, if you are to be demoliſhed, 
that intimacy will not ſerve you. An ambaſſador wil 


certainly be ſent to the Hague; but who it will 0 1 
ve 
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haze not yet diſcovered, nor do I believe that it is ſettled, 
could it be one perſon, whom I am apt to ſuſpect, I 
vill anſwer for your being very well with him, and for his 
doing you all the ſervice he can. The duke of Newcaſtle 
will be with you about the ſame time as this letter will; 
he relies upon your doing every thing for him at the Hague: 
vou may eaſily gueſs what a hurry he will be in, in this 


beginning of his travels; therefore be officious about him. 
CJ .... 6+ 0 Fs 


[ have had a letter from fir Matthew Decker, full of 
your praiſes, and of acknowledgements for your civilities 
to him. | | 

am now extremely buſy in moving to my new houſe, 
where I muſt be before Michaelmas next, ſo that, between 
my old houſe and my new one, I have really no houſe at 
all. As my new houſe is fituated among a parcel of thieves 
and murtherers, I ſhall have occaſion for a houſe dog, and 
as madame's ſon and heir, (a) puts you to the expence of 
board wages, it may be a conveniency to us both, if you 
transfer him to me; if you approve of this propoſal, write 
to your gardener (Horace and Boileau both wrote to theirs) 
to ſend him to me; and I will take care that by your re- 
turn, you ſhall have a hopeful ſon and heir of his to ſuc- 
ceed him. | | 

Pray, give or ſend the encloſed to fir MatthewDecker, to 
whom I do not know where to direct. Tell my baron, that 
bare received his Droit public de ] Europe (), that is, the 
firſt volume of it. As far as I have gone yet, I like it 
mightily. I hope he will ſend me all the other volumes. 
| will write to him ſoon. Good night. 


Yours moſt truly. 


LE T- 


(a) A dog which was called, baron Trenck, from a famous captain 
of freebooters, employed in the ſervice of the queen of Hungary, and 
no leſs diſtinguithed by his bravery than by his violences exerted upon 
friends and foes, for which he was called to an account, and condemned 
to a perpetual confinement. | 

% A very good book, on the political intereſts and claims of the 
European powers ; by abbe Mably. 
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| 
LETTER XXX. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, June 24, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 AM very glad of what you tell me has paſſed between 
you and his grace, which, together with the trouble and 
expence that he has put you to, ties him down at leaſt not 
wer you. % de . 7 

Pray, how was lady Yarmouth to you? I ſuppoſe pat 
ticularly civil: ſhe has promiſed me to do you all the 
ſervice that ſhe can; but that indeed is not much: I wiſh 
her power were equal to her good will. 

Lord Delawar and lord Anſon talk of nothing here, 
but of the delicacy of your table, your manner o doing 
the honors of it, & c. You are in the right to exert upon 
this occaſion ; but take care, however, not to run in debt; 
for times of bad payment may come, and in that caſe a 
ſmall debt would ſoon run up to a great one. You will 
laugh at my preaching ceconomy to you. 

The mob in Holland, I ſee, has got the better, and 
aboliſhed the farms, which will be attended with many 
inconveniencies to the government, though the farms were 
attended with ſome, relatively to the people. I ſuppoſe 
that the ſcheme of the penſionary Slingelandt will be now 
taken up, and it is undoubtedly the beſt. But be it ever 
ſo good, any point, however right in itſelf, when extort- 
ed by the violence of the mob, is a nay era precedent, 
and encourages thofe gentlemen to further demands, 
which at laſt can only be refufed by regular force. And] 
prophecy that you will fee, before you leave the Hague, 


the now-quieted mob in motion again upon ſome other 


occaſion. 8 - 
Baron Trenck arrived this morning, and ſeems to be a 


civil gentleman : your gardener, a man of gravi 
and dignity,. aſſures me that his taſte for mutton Fl lf 
him, and that there are few Surrey gentlemen ſo well be- 


haved as he is, which I can very eaſily believe. 
I cannot 
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cannot tell you, by the poſt, who the perſon was, 
whom J hinted at, as a candidate for the embaſſy to the 
Hague. Lord Holderneſſe is the perſon ſtrongly ſolicited 
for, from your fide of the water. Should it be he, I think 
he would chuſe to live well with you; but ſhould it be the 
other, I would be bound for him, that he would be your 


friend, in conſideration of your being mine. 


Yours faithfully, 


— — — — 


„ 


TO THE SAME. 
London, July 2, 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


ORD Pulteney will give you this letter : he is going 
to Leipſig for ſorne time, and will not ſtay long at the 
Hague; but during his ſtay there, you will oblige me in 
obliging him. Pray, preſent him to the prince and princeſs 
of Orange, and air him at the aſſemblies. * | 

My boy goes next ſpring to Turin to be decrorre, which 
[am told he wants a good deal. Sir Charles Williams 
writes me word, that he is very handſome, but very auk- 
ward, has a great deal of knowledge, but no manners. 
faut remedier d cela d Turin, et d Parts, apres quoi vous y 
mettrez la derniꝭ re main (a). 3 

go to Cheltenham to-morrow for a fortnight or three 
weeks, not for any preſent want of health, but by way of 
preſervative againſt the autumn, when I am apt to have 
fevers. Good night. Mademoiſelle * * does not love 
you better than I do. 
Yours, 


C. 
L E T- 


(a) This muſt be merded at Turin and Paris, and you'll put the 
fniſhing hand to it. 


— —— w 2 3 
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LE T T E'R © MN. 
TO THE SAME. 


Cheltenham, July 18, O. 8. 1g. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


+ $ + #* * * * I DO not ſee that things tend to 
quiet in the republic; the people, having now carried one 
point *, will want twenty more, of which the ſtadtholder 
muſt refuſe at leaſt nineteen. This uſe, however neceſſary, 
of his power, will exaſperate thoſe who gave it him; and 
the confuſion which muſt ariſe from this is obvious, | 
thank God, I am out of the galley ; but however 1 with 
it fair weather, and a good voyage. I leave this place in 
two days for London. I have been here three werks, 
and find myſelf much the better for the waters. In about 
a fortnight, I ſhall- go for a week to lord Pembroke's, at 
Wilton, which will be my laſt excurſion for this year, and 
then I ſhall ſettle in my new houſe, under the protection 
of baron Trenck. I hope, that by next ſummer, when 

ace ſhall have taken a certain conſiſtency, you may get 
Lk to make us both a viſit. You will not, I believe, 
be ſorry, and upon my ſoul I ſhall be glad. Good night. 


Yours, 
. 


— — ꝗ—Aw—ꝙÿ3P42 TRIER 
EET TV NENT 
TO THE SAME. 
London, Aug. 16, O. S. 174% 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 RECEIVED your laſt, while I was at Wilton, which 
place Pem has improved ſo much that I hardly knew it 
again. It is now in my mind the fineſt ſeat in __ 

am 


* The abolition of all the taxes farmed and gathered by the exciſe 
ofiicers called Pacbters. 
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am returned to a very empty town, which I can bear 
ith very well; for if I have not all the company that I 
could like, I am at leaſt ſecure from any company that I 
go not like, which is not the caſe of any one place in 
Fnoland but London. Beſides, I have time both to read 
ind to think; the firſt I like, the latter, I am not, as too 
many are, afraid of, The reſt of the day is employed in 
riding, and fitting up my houſe, which, I aſſure you, takes 
a good deal of time, now that we are come to the minute 
parts of finiſhing and furniſhing. 

am very glad that the prince of Orange has carried 
the affair of the poſteries *, at Amſterdam : it is a great 
point gained for the public, as that revenue muſt be very 
great, and much greater than it was ever owned to be, 
while in private hands. If he will only puſh ſuch points 
as are of an evident national utility, he will carry them all, 
notwithſtanding the private or public oppoſition of parti 
cular intereſts. Queen Elizabeth was, in this free country, 
as abſolute as the ſultan is in Turkey; but then the nation 
was convinced, that ſhe only deſired and exerted that 
power, for the public good. 

cannot think that the definitive treaty will be conclud- 
ed ſo ſoon as we were told it would ; and I cannot help 
entertaining certain ſuſpicions, from the queen of Hun- 
gary's conduct, which I will not communicate to you by 
way of letter. „„ 

Pray tell my baron, that I have received his pacquet of 
books, by ſignior Martinelli, and that I am ſorry that I 
put him both to the expence and trouble of ſending me 
the hiſtory of the wars between France and the houſe of 
Auſtria, which is an execrable one, notwithſtanding my 
fend Rouſſet's panegyric of it in his preface. 


Yours ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
LE T- 


Till this time, the management and direction of the poſt-office were 


in the hands of private perſons, who had the ſole benefit of the profits 
raſing from them. 
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LET TE R XXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 
1 


London, Sep. 2, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 RECEIVED very ſafe, by ſir Matthew Decker, your 
long letter of the 23 Aug. O. S. in which you give me 
What I had long deſired, Phrftoire amourenſe de la Haye, 
As I am perſonally acquainted with moſt of the characters, 
i I am convinced that all the facts are true, and I particy- 
| larly foreſee the ruin of one family, from the ill conduct 
| of the lady, which will not be endured, when the honey 
moon 1s over. I am now an unconcerned ſpectator of the 
| tranſactions of the gallant, as well as of the buſy, part of 
| the world, the firſt from neceſſity, the latter from choice; 
[ ſo that I only inform myſelf of them for my amuſement, 
| without being any otherwiſe affected by them than as a 
| citizen of the world. As ſuch, I am glad that the horrors 
| and devaſtations of war are now ſuſpended; but as ſuch 
too, I am ſorry to foreſee the moment of their revival ſo 
near, as I think I do, I mean the death of the king of 
Sweden. If you will have my prophetic politics, here they 
are. I think that the queen of Hungary has made all 
theſe difficulties of coming into the definitive treaty, not 
in the expectation of ſucceeding in any one of them, but 
only with the intention of delaying the return of the 
Ruilians, and of forming a plan with Ruſſia, and poſſibly 
ſore princes of the empire, for the recovery of Sileſia. 
Upon this ſuppoſition, I expect that ſhe will very ſoon 
come into the definitive treaty, in order to be able to 
employ all her force elſewhere. The death of the king of 
Sweden is, in my opinion, to be the ſignal of this northern 
war. The czarina will not ſuffer the prince ſucceſſor to 
ſucceed ; this prince ſucceſſor is brother-in-law to the king 
of Pruſſia, who has lately, in conjunction with France, 
guarantied that ſucceſſion to him. Reinforcements of 
Ruſſians are marched into Finland; our Ruſſians loiter in 
Germany: to me the concluſion is plain. 1 
| a 
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fand pounds a year ſounds like an Engliſh penſion; 


through the Hague. A propos of the quick circulatiori 
of ſpecies, it is fixed that lord Holderneſſe is to be our 
ambaſſador to the republic. Adieu for this time; you 
ſhall hear from me more fully before it is long. 


Yours faithfully, 
CHESTERPIELD, 


LETTER XXXVII 
To THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 23, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


[ Thank you for your promiſe of a ſecond tome of your 
hifoire amoureuſe, when an occaſion ſhall preſent itſelf ; 
for, upon my word, Petronius nor Buſly (a) could not 
write a better than your firſt, The winter, which will 
aſſemble every body at the Hague, will probably furniſh 
you materials. 

Your towns and provinces ſeem to be running a race 
to the goal of ſlavery ; and they put me in mind of the 
zobles and commons in Denmark, who in the laſt cen- 
tury ſtrove which ſhould firſt get rid of their liberties. 
Your Stadthouder muſt have great ſelf-denial, or 
Vol. III. O great 


Lieutenant general Vanderduyn, brother to M. de Sgravemoer, 
one of the college of nobles in the province of Holland. | : 
(2) That witty, vain, and moſt indiſcreet count, wrote a fatyrical 
account of che gallantries of the French court, in the time of Lewis 
XIV ; in which having taken unbecoming liberties with regard to his 
maſter, he was baniſhed at a diſtance from Paris, and remained there 
ſeveral years, notwithſtanding his cringing and ſervile efforts, to re- 
cover the favour of the ſovereign. 
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| am glad that my old friend Vanderduyn * has got a 
ſon, but I am aſtoniſhed at the ſize of it. A thou- 


Failleurs, he has a regiment of guards and a govern- 
ment. This is certain, that the money will not ſtagnate 
in my general's ſtrong box, but circulate very quickly 
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great timidity, if he is not very ſoon as abſolute over the 
ſeven. provinces, as Lewis XV. is in France, For my 
own part, not being a Dutchman, and having no 
thoughts of living in Holland, I have no objection to 
this new-erected deſpotiſm, which, for aught I know 
may. make the ſeven provinces a better barrier for us 
againſt France than they were before, as an abſolute go- 
vernment is more military, and generally in a better ſtate 
of defence, than a free one. Upon this principle, were 
to cut and carve out Europe to my mind, I would add 
the other ten provinces to the preſent ſeven, and fo re- 
vive the dutchy of Burgundy; which, I am ſure, would 
make a better barrier againſt France, than ever thoſe ten 
provinces, in the hands of the houſe of Auſtria, will 
prove. A propos of Auſtria, the conjectures which I have 
formed theſe four months, and which | lately hinted to 
you, begin, I think, to be verified. The Ruſſians ſtay 
in Germany, which is the firſt point; they will certainly 
ſome how or other be juggled out of our pay and ſer- 
vice, which is the ſecond point; and then the third is 
pretty plain. Ce weſt pas mon affaire. (That is none of 
my buſineſs.) Let the northern bears worry each other 
as much as they pleaſe, the Gazettes will be but the more 
entertaining, and amuſe me the more dans mon petit bou- 
doir; which (by the way) will be the prettieſt thing 
you ever ſaw. Nothing in the world ſo gay. I ſera 
impoſſible diy bouder; dailleurs, comme vous ſaver, je n'y 

ſuis pas naturellement trop porte. (It will be impoſſible to 
pout in it; and beſides, you know I am not much in- 
clined to it.) 


| have ſpoke to Mr. Pelham about your pay, which, I } 


believe, will be ordered very ſoon. 


The town is now ſo empty that I have no tittle-tattle 
to ſend you. The houſe of # # # comes here from Ire- 


land next month; and then I preſume that your friend, 


who by this time has got the full aſcendant over her | 


huſband, will open her campaign with &clat ; though 


theſe are very bad times for the female quality and gen- 


try, it being the great faſhion for our young fellows, 


not only to deal with, but to marry, common Whores. 
So that the unmarried. ladies can get no huſbands, and 


Things 


the married ones none but their huſbands. 
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Things go to the full as well as I conld wiſh, and much 
better than expected at Leipſig: we ® are abſolute maſters 
of Latin, Greek, French, and German, the laſt of which 
we write currently; We have e droit public de Pempire, 
(the public law of the empire,) hiſtory and geography, 


ready, ſo that in trath now we only want rubbing and 
cleaning. We begin for that purpoſe with Berlin at 
Chriſtmas next, Vienna at Lady- day, and the academy at 
Turin at Midſummer for a whole year. Then to Paris. 
If at any of thefe places it ſhould fall in your way, by 
letter or verbal recommendation, to help us, I am very 
ſure that you will ; for I never doubt of any marks of 
your friendſhip, to the moſt faithful of your friends, 


CHESTERFIELD, 
LE BT TE MEX: 
Bath, OR. 11, O. S. 1748. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Received your letter of the 11th N. S. juſt as I was 
ſetting out for this place. I had been much out of or- 
der for above a month; languors and vertigos ſucceeded 
each other, the latter attended with ſickneſs at my ſto- 
mach. I underwent the diſcipline of the faculty to little 
purpoſe, who at laſt, pronouncing that the ſeat and ſouree 
of my diſorder was my ſtomach, ſent me here. I have 
already received advantage from theſe waters, though I 
have drank them but four days, which convinces me that 

they will ſet me quite right. : 
| am perſuaded that your firſt ſetting out at the Hague 
muſt have put you behind-hand, but I hope that you will 
take care to retrieve z for the credit of living a little better 
will not do you fo much good, as contracting a conſider- 
able debt will do you harm. If you can get leave to 
come here for three or four months, when ford Holder- 
neſſe ſhall be ſettled at the Hague, which I ſhould think 
would be no difficult matter, that ſuſpenſion of your ex- 
pence would, I ſuppoſe, go near to ſet you right. But 
n the mean time, ſhould you want money, draw upon 
O 2 "> # me 


* This alludes to Mr. Philip Stanhope, who was then at Leipſig. | 
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me ſans fagon, for I will not have you run in debt to an 
body elſe; and you and I can, I believe, truſt each other. 
By all I can hear now, and by all that I knew before 
the republic is ſo far from being ſettled, that I do not 
conſider it as a government or a nation, More money is 
wanted than is to be found, and even the methods of 
collecting what is there to be found, will not be 
eaſily fixed. The people will not have pachters. - Col- 
lectors, without the powers of the pachters, will colle& 
nothing; and with thoſe powers they become pachters 
themſelves, in the moſt odious and oppreſſive ſenſe of 
that word. The prince of Orange has got more power 
than by the conſtitution he ought to have; and if he 
does not get all the reſt, he will loſe what he has got. 
11 n'y a point de milieu; (there is no medium;) power 
muſt either be conſtitutional or unlimited. Loſing gameſ- 
ters will not leave off, while they have any thing left, 
and will never be quiet till they have loſt all. When 
Cæſar had once paſſed the Rubicon, he well knew that 
he muſt be Cæſar or nothing. And this is now the prince's 
caſe. 
I now plainly ſee the prelude to the pyrrhick dance in 
the north, which I have long foretold; the return of 
comte Biron and the duke of Brunſwick to Peterſburg an- 
nounces deſtruction to the * Holſtein family. The prince 
ſucceſſor of Sweden will be the firſt inſtance of it, upon 
the death of that king, which I take to be very near. 
The next will be, ſetting aſide the imperial prince of 
Ruſſia, and declaring little czar Iwan the ſucceſſor. In | 
theſe tranſactions, the king of Pruſſia will neceſlarily be 
implicated, which has all along been / intention de Pauteur , | 
that is, of the court of Vienna, which abſolutely governs | 
that of Peterſburg, moyennant ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance 
from another quarter. But be all this as it will, my } 
boudoir and my library, which are my two objects, will be 
never the worſe for it. And I maintain that both of them 
will be, in their different kinds, the compleateſt things in 
England, as I hope you will ſoon have ocular proof = 
Baron Schmithburg was not arrived when [ left London. 
My compliments to my baron, to whom I will write very) 
ſoon. Adieu; Je vous aime veritablement. = 


Er. 
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LETTER XL 


TO THE S AM E. 


| Bath, Nov. 4, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | | 4 | 
T Have received yours of the 5th, N. S. and am glad to 
find, that your landed eſtate pays ſo well as to make 
up the arrears of the treaſury. As ſoon as I go to town, 
which will be next week, I will quicken Mr. Pelham to 
pay his debts; but en tout cas I repeat it again, upon 
any emergency, draw upon me, for, upon my word, 
ſuch ſums as you can want will be no inconveniency to 
me to advance. You are beſides very reſponſible, whe- 
ther conſidered as a money'd or as a landed man; fo that 
if you ſhould be backward in payment, I ſfould forth- 
with ſeize Henley park. | 88 _ 
A propos of money, as I believe it is much wanted by 
many people, even of faſhion, both in Holland. and'Flan- 
ders, I ſhould think it very hkely that many good pic- 
tures of Rubens, Teniers, and other Flemiſh and Dutch 
maſters, may be picked up now at reaſonable rates. If 
ſo, you are likely to hear of it as a virtuoſo; and if fo, I 
ſhould be glad to profit of it, as an humble dillettante. 
| have already, as you know, a moſt beautiful landſcape 
by Rubens, and a pretty little piece of Teniers ; but if 
you could meet with a large capital hiſtory or allegorical 
piece of Rubens, with the figures as big as the life, I 
would go pretty deep to have it, as alſo for a large and 
capital picture of Teniers. But as I would give a good 
deal for them, if they were indiſputably eminent, I would 
not give three pence - for them unleſs they were ſo. I 
have pretty pictures enough already; but what I want to 
complete my collection, is only two or three of the moſt 
eminent maſters, of whom I have none now. I can truſt 
entirely to your taſte and ſkill; ſo that if you meet with 
ſuch a thing, do not miſs it for fifty pounds more or leſs. 


_The 


\ 
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The pacquet of brochures, and flouriſhed ruffles, which 

you ſent me by Hop, waits for me in town. I am ſure, 
by the former which you ſent me, I ſhall like theſe : je wen 
fi: @ votre bon goilt (I truſt your taſte). I ſhall go to them 
in about ten days, though, I doubt, not quite reſtored by 
theſe waters, which have not had their uſual effects upon 
me this ſeaſon. My vertigos till chicane and teaze me, 
though not quite ſo frequently as formerly, but ill 
enough to make me fear paſſing a languid and uncom- 
fortable winter. Patience : I might have more painful 
complaints, and I will comfort myſelf by the compariſon. 
I haye ſome reaſons to believe, that what my baron 
mentioned to me of a new ſucceſſor. to Sweden, is by no 
means groundleſs. I am very ſorry for it, as I think it can 
only be attended with very ill conſequences for this coun- 
try... | | 

1 look upon your republic as a chaos, in the ſituation 
which it is now in; ſome order may ſpring from it, but 
as yet, God knows hat. The antient government certainly 
does not exiſt, and I ſee no new one eſtabliſhed in its ſtead, 
Abject court, it is true, is made to the prince of Orange, 
from fear on one hand, and hopes on the other; but till, 
while he has more power than he ſhould have for the late 
form of government, and yet leſs than is neceſſary to carry 
on any other, it is no government all. This was the great 
difficulty, under which Cromwell, one of the ableſt men in 
the world, laboured, and which he was ſenſible of, when 
he wanted to be declared king; for he was above mindin 
the title. But he knew, that his government — 
that form and conſiſtency, which was neceſſary for its 
effect and authority. Fe 

The peace is, upon the whole, better than could have 

been expected, from the circumſtances and hurry in which 
Z 1 

I fear you will not get a furloe this winter; for I do not 
find that lord Holdernefle is yet making any preparations 
for his embaſly. ., Bon ſcir; aimons-unous toujours. (Good 


* 


night; let us loye. each other for ever.) 


LET: 
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LETTER XII 


TO THE S AME. 
* 


: London, Dec. 6, O. S. 19g8. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


By the death of poor John, you have loſt a true friend, 
and I a moſt affectionate brother and friend into the bar- 
gain. The gout fell upon his bowels and head, and threw 
him into the convulſions, of which he died. 

| acknowledge now your laſt of the 6th, N. S. toge- 
ther with your former letters, which my brother's illneſs, 
and a hurry of other affairs, hindered me from anſwering 
ſooner. | SGT NS SST SS CS 

The prices of Van-Huyſen's flower-pieces, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſcarcity of money in Holland, is owing only 
to that local phrenzy, which always prevails in Holland, 
for ſome pretty trifling object: tulips, hyacinths, and 
pigeons, have all had their days, and now Van-Huyſen 
has his. But while theſe high:faniſhed finical pieces bear 
ſuch high prices, the bold and maſterly pieces of the laſt 
and foregoing century are ſlighted, and more likely to 
come reaſonably. Do not, by any means, ſuffer that 
capital picture of Rubens, which you ſay is to be fold at 
Bruſſels, to flip through your hands, by the delay of fend- 
ing me a drawing of it, if you can; but be ſure that it is 
an original, and not damaged. Wherefore, upon the 
two conditions, of its being an undoubted original and 
not damaged, buy it me as ſoon as you can, or ſome 
other body may ſtep in between, | 

Captain Irwin “, whom 1 believe you know, ſon tg the 
old general, goes by the next pet bent to Holland; 
he has got a furloe from his father for a year, during 
which time, he intends to ſee as much as he can abtoad. 
think him a good pretty young fellow; and conſidering 
that he has never been yet out of his native country, much 
more preſentable than one could expect. Pray, carry him 


0 


* Now lieut t- al and com : , 1 
Falk, 4. " _ general and con mander in chief of his majeſty's 


% 
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to court, and into ſome companies, where I think yon 
will not be aſhamed of him, which will ſeldom be your 
caſe with my countrymen. I promiſed him that I would 
recommend him to you. Adieu, mon cher enfant. | am 
ſo hurried by lawyers, appraiſers, and creditors, that | 
can ſay no more now. 


CG 


P. S. A propos, do not mention ta any body, that the 
picture is for me, or what it may coſt. 


LETTERS, 


ro THE SAME 


London, Dec. 13, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


My former was almoſt an anſwer, before-hand, to 
your laſt letter, which I received the day after I had wrote 
mine; I mean, with regard to the Rubens, which I de- 
fired you not to flip, But I am now more confirmed in 
that opinion, by the drawing, which you ſent me, and 
by the aſſurances that you give me of the picture's being 
a capital one, and in high preſervation, Therefore, ſe- 
Cure it as cheap as you can; the ſubject, as you obſerve, 
might have been a mare pleaſing one ; but this admits of 
great expreſſion, | a 
The family piece, which you mention by Vandyke, I 
would not give ſix ſhillings for, unleſs I had the honor of 
being of fir Melchior's family. The ſeveral portraits are, 
I dare ſay, finely painted; but then, where is the action, 
where the expreſſion ? The good man and his wife gene- 
rally fit ſerene in a couple of eaſy chairs, ſurrounded by 
five or ſix of their children, inſignificantly motionleſs in 
the preſence of papa and mamma. And the whole fa- 
mily ſeem as inſipid and weary as when they are really 
together. Their likeneſſes may indeed be valuable to 
their own poſterity ; but in my mind to _—_— _ 
mn" ae & Hat ig 
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Titian has done more ſkilfully in his fine picture of the 
Cornaro family, which he has put in action. 

The Venus and Adonis of Vandyke, of which you 
likewiſe ſent me the drawing, I do not care for, as it is 
a ſubject already rebattu by ſtill greater maſters, and in 
my mind better, as far as I can judge by the drawing; 
for Adonis, when he tears himſelf away from Venus, 
ſeems fierce and angry, which I ſee no occaſion for. He 
is determined, indeed, to leave her for his field ſports, 
but ſhould, in my opinion, ſoften the rudeneſs by all poſ- 
ſible complaiſance in his words and looks. 

So much for virtù, which, when 1 ſhall have bought 
this picture, I have done with, unleſs a very capital Te- 
niers ſhould come in your way. You will draw upon me 
for the money as ſoon as ever you pleaſe, xk * * 

Could you fend me, in ſome of your letters, ſome ſeed 
of the right canteloupe melons ? I ſhould not know what 
to do with more than a dozen or at moſt twenty of them; 
ſo that all the ſeed I ſhall want will neither increaſe the 
bulk or weight of a letter. The canteloupes are, in my 
opinion, the beſt fort of melon ; at leaſt they always ſuc- 
ceed beſt here. Ir is for Blackheath that I want it, where 
you can eaſily Judge that my melon ground is moſt ex- 
ceedingly ſmall. I am obliged to keep that place for 
ſeven years, my poor brother's l:aſe being for that time 
and I doubt I could not part with it but to very great loſs, 
conſidering the ſums of money that he had laid out upon 
it, For qtherwiſe, I own that 1 like the country up, 
much better than down, the river, 

As I promiſed to fend captain Irwin a couple of letters 
to the Hague, for Paris, I muſt put you to the expence 
of incloſing them to you, and to the trouble of giving 
them to him, not knowing how to direct them for him, 


Yours faithfully, 
C. 
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LETTER XU. 


TO THE S$4A ME. 


London, Dec. 23, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Have received yours, with the incloſed drawing of the 
Vandyke, which muſt certainly be a very fine one, if the 
execution, as doubtleſs it is, be anſwerable to the diſpo- 
fition : but however, I continue my negative to it, for 
the reaſons which I gave you before, the price, and that 
it is a portrait, however fine a one. The Rubens, of 
which I have a great notion, muſt and ſhall, for a time 
at leaſt, content me, unleſs I ſtrain a little for the Te- 
niers, which you hint at, which, if it be a capital one, 1 
will ; and then have done. My great room will be as full 
of pictures as it ought to be; and all capital ones. 

I gave you, by my laſt letter, a very unneceſſary trou- 
ble, which I now retract. I had forgot that you had ſome 
time ago ſtocked me with excellent canteloupe melon ſeed, 
which I have fince remembered and found, and given to 
my gardener to ſow at the proper ſeaſon, I hope to give 
you ſome of them in perfection next ſummer ; for I do 
not flatter myſelf with the hopes of ſeeing you here before 
that time. | 8 

Adieu, dear Dayrolles. I am hurried by a complica- 
tion of moſt diſagreeable affairs (a) ; but always, 


Yours, 


(a) On account of his brother John, lately dead. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XIIV. 


TO THE Ss AME. 


London, Dec, 27, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


[ Received this morning your letter of the 3 Jan. N. 8. 
with the two parcels of melon ſeed, which, as 1 told you 
in my laſt, I might have ſaved you the trouble of ſend- 
ing me, if J had but remembered how plentifully you had 
| ſupplied me before; but ſince I have ſo careleſsly put you 
to that trouble, all I can now do, is to have it ſowed the 
lateſt ; ſo that you may be ſure to taſte the fruits of it, 
when you ſhall be here, which I do not expect will be 
till autumn. A new miniſter will not, before that time, 
be well ſettled at the Hague; and till then you will not, 
nor ſhould I wiſh you to, leave it. ® =®* 

As to my Rubens, for I now call it mine, you have 
acted with your uſual prudence and ceconomy. But if 
it turns out ſuch as it is repreſented to you, I do not ex- 
pect that you will get any conſiderable abatement of the 


| refer myſelf to your abilities; many officers baggage 

will be coming, Ligonier's eſpecially, into which you 

may poſſibly thruſt it. Draw upon me, in an amicable 

way I mean, how and when you pleaſe ; for I do not take 

your finances to be in a ſituation to allow long and large 

advances. | 

Your Leipſig acquaintance is ſetting out for Berlin. He 
has applied himſelf extremely, and with great ſucceſs, at 

Leiplig, having made himſelf perfect maſter, as I am aſ- 

lured by his maſter, of Greek, Latin, the laws of nations 
and of the empire, and of the German language to boot, 
which, by the way, he writes as well as any German I 
ever knew, I am therefore no longer in the leaft pain 
about the learning part, of which he has now got ſuch a 
ſtock, that he will have a pleaſure, inſtead of a toil, in 
improving it. All that he wants now, is /es Graces, in 
purſuit of which he goes, as ſoon as the roads will permit, 
from Berlin to Turin, there to remain for at leaſt a year; 
| I know 


firſt price. As to the method of getting it over ſafe here, 
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I know no court that ſends out at leaſt, des gens plus 4; 
lies, I do not know what thoſe may be, whom th : 
keep at home; but by the ſamples I judge well of 1 

The prince of Wales will, I believe, buy Vandyke' 
ſir Melchior and company. I have given him the draw. 
ing you ſent me, and Mr. Laurenzy is wrote to by this 
poſt to ſpeak to you about it. 


Yours very ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET 1-8 NEV; 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 20, O. S. 1749, 
DEAR DAT ROLLES, 


Las T poſt brought me yours of the 24th, N. S. My 
old diſorder in my head, which has of late plagued me, 
hindered me from acknowledging your two former letters. 
I am now much better, thanks to a good bliſter, which l 
clapped upon my head, on the part offending. 

Since the Rubens is ſecured, I am in no haſte to receive 
it, for I could not hang it up yet, its place not being rea- 
dy. The way you mention of ſending it by the ſloop is, 
I think, the beſt ; and pray let it be directed to Mr. Ho- 
tham, one of the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, who will 
take care of it, and pay the duty for me. You will take 
care to have it ſo ſafely packed up, that it may receive 
no damage en chemin faiſant, * * *® * * * » 

Jam glad that I have prevailed with my baron to re- 
turn to his old houſe; for the firſt warm weather muſt 
have ſuffocated him where he now is. If he eſcapes dy- 
ing of the firſt fright, when he goes back, all the reſt 
will go very well, and juſt as it uſed to do. . 

| am 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XLV. XLVI. 20g 


am rejoiced to hear that I ſhall have another tome of 
the hiſtoire amoureuſe; for now that, thank God, I have no 
buſineſs, that kind of reading amuſes me. The hiftoire 
politique of the United Provinces would at preſent be but a 


wer without authority, and expence without the poſſible 
means of ſupplies. The prince of Orange wants a Sully. 
The reduction of the troops will be a deciſive point: if 
it is a conſiderable one, the prince of Orange is no- 
body; and if it is not, the republic is undone. 

My houſe and garden employ both my thoughts and 
my time. I am at work about them all day, and ſhall 
take poſſeſſion of them in about a month; there 1 ſhall be 
impatient to ſee you, and there I believe you will not be 
ſorry to lee, 

Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XLVI. 


TO THE SA ME. 


London, Feb. 3, O.S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 H A V E honoured your bill, as they call it; but pro- 
perly ſpeaking I have done better, for I have paid it. I 
think you have brought me off very cheaply, and ſo much 
ſo that I ſhall not own it, when I ſhew the picture, but in- 
timate a much higher price; for you virtugſos, | know, 
often take the price into your conſideration, in forming 
your judgments as to the value of a thing. I ſincerely 
forgive you the three florins, which your curioſity coſts 
me, and will never demand that ſum of either you or 
your heirs, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns. Beſides that I really 
think, that a gratification of three florins is by no means 
unreaſonable for the trouble you have been at. I can tell 
you by the way, that when my pictures, bronzes, and 
marbles ſhall come to be properly placed, as they will be in 


gloomy one. I ſee no government there at all; but I ſee | 


— Fs 
—— 
d - 
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my new houſe, the collection will not appear a contempt. 
ble one. There will be nothing, that is not excellent of 
the kind. I hope you will be here time enough to direq 
me in the arrangement; for lord Holderneſſe is now pre. 
paring in good earneſt for his embaſſy, and talks of going 
ſoon, that 1s, in two or three months. He has appointed 
parſon Tindal, who tranſlated Rapin, and well, to be both 
his chaplain and his ſecretary ; he goes firſt, as I hear, 
without madame, who is to follow him ſome time after. 
wards. But though, as you will eafily believe, I am im- 
patient to ſee you, I would not adviſe you to aſk leave to 
come over immediately upon his arrival, but to ſtay a 
couple of months at leaſt after it. | 

I had a letter the other day from my baron, by which 
he ſeems to be pretty well comforted, and to thirſt again 
for pamphlets, of which I have ſent him a freſh cargo. 
Pray when you ſee Pami (a), make him my compliments, 
and aſſure him of my eſteem and friendſhip, I ſuppoſe 
qu'il weſt pas queſtion de lui d la cour. As for your repub- 
lic, it is undone, and I think of it no more. Conclamatum 


fe 


— 


2 


LETTER ALVIL 


TO THE SAME, 


London, Feb. 24, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 77 


'Th E picture is arrived, and is, in my mind, the beſt 
I ever ſaw of Rubens; but as yet I have only my own 
opinion for it, as I have not ſhewn it, nor will not, till it 1s 
in perfect order. A little of the varniſh, in ſome imme- 
terial parts, was rubbed off in the carriage, but the paint- 
ing not in the leaſt damaged. I have given it to Anderſon, 
who is a very ſafe man, to take off that cruſt of varniſh, 
with which they are fo apt to load their pictures, in Flan- 


ders and Holland; and when this picture ſhall be e 
| | 0 


(a) I believe Mr. Duncan, favourite to the prince,” before bis eleva 
tion to the Stadthouderſhip, and employed in London, to ſettle the ar- 
ticles of his marriage with the princeſs royal, He was lord Cheſterheld's 
moſt particular friend. * | 
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of it, it will be quite another thing, The figure of the 
virgin is the moſt graceful and beautiful that I ever ſaw, 
and not ſo Flemiſh-built as moſt of his women are. In 
ſhort, the whole is excellent. The frame, though not a 
(ſhionable is a handſome one, and ſhall, with the addition 
that J will make to it, be a fine one. I do not diſlike 
ſomething a little antique in the frame of an old picture; 

rovided it be rich, I think it more reſpectable. As ſoon 
as the ſupreme connoiſſeurs ſhall have ſat upon it, I will let 
you know their verdict ; not that for my own part I care 
two-pence about it, for | diſtruſt the ſkill of moſt, and the 
truth of all, of them. They pronounce according to the 
pictures, that they either have or have nor, or that they 
want to buy or (ell of the ſame hand. You are an excel- 
lent commiſſionaire, and my moſt dutiful thanks attend 
you for your care and trouble. 

Pray, do not let your maladie du pats hurry you into any 
ctourderie. by . 10 * * * 

Pray, tell my baron that I took particular care to ſend 
him the Enquiry into the conduct and principles of the two 
brothers ; ſo that it muſt neceſſarily have been taken out of 
the pacquet. Poſhbly they have no mind that it ſhould 
be diſperſed abroad. I will fend it him again the firſt op- 


portunity. 
Adieu. Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


* 251 


LETTER XLVII. 
1 0 us SAME. 


London, March 9, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

* * * * UPO Nnmy ſoul, I long to ſee you, for 
two reaſons, which I have not for longing to ſee many 
prople ; they are, that I love you, and that I know you 
love me. [ ſhall keep a little room for you at Blackheath, 
where I will refreſh you with the beſt ananas and melons in 
England. 


Pray, 
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Pray, tell monſieur Slingelandt that I have ſpoke to 
Rutter about the horſe in queſtion, and the better to know 
whether he was gentle enough for him, I aſked him whe. 
ther he was enough ſo for me ; to which Rutter could not 
anſwer in the affirmative, ſo that I bid him not ſend him, 1 
take it for granted that monſieur Slingelandt, who is 3 
civil quiet gentleman as well as myſelf, chuſes, as I do, a 
horſe like Pere Canaye's qualem me decet eſſe manſuetum (a); 
which ſerene kind of beaſt is ſtill more neceſſary in Hol. 
land, in the midſt of canals and windmills, than here. 


B on ſor, mon ami. 


— 


LETTER XIIX. 


TO Fr 


London, March 31, O. 8. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES. | 


mM” . Hotel Cheſterfield. 


* * * * I AN tell you nothing, with any de- 
gree of certainty, of the ſquabbles among our miniſters. 
That there are ſome 1s undoubredly true ; but then, in the 
reports, they are either magnified or leſſened, according to 
the wiſhes or the intereſts of the reporters Their two 
graces are evidently very ill together ; which I long ago 
knew, and faid could not fail. M 8 2 0 

I am got into my new houſe, from whence I ſhall be a 
molt unconcerned ſpectator. I have yet finiſhed nothing 
but my boudorr and my library; the former is the gayeſt 
and moſt chearful room in England, the latter the beſt. 
My garden is now turfed, planted, and ſown, and will, in 
two months more, make a ſcene of verdure and flowers, 
not common in London. | RE 

Anderſon has reſtored the Rubens perfectly well, by 
taking off that damned varniſh, with which it was Mee, 

| an 


(a) See 8. Evremond's moſt ingenious piece intitled, Converſation 4 
trarichal d' Hoquincourt, v ec le Pere Canaye. 
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and fetching out the original painting. The connoiſſeurs 
have fat upon It, and, what 1s extraordinary, are unani- 
mous in declaring it one of the beſt in England. Many 
have gueſſed it at £.800, none leſs than £.500. Je les 
Jaiſſe dire, et je ne dis rien ; (1 let them ſpeak, and fay no- 
thing). og gp , OLD 

do not care for the Teniers you mention; both my 
picture· rooms being completely filled, the great one with 


capital pictures, the cabinet with bjjous, So that I will 


buy no more, till I happen to meet with ſome very capi- 
tal ones of ſome of the moſt eminent old Italian maſters, 
ſuch as Raphael, Guido, Corregio, &c. and in that caſe 
| would make an effort. 10 | | 

| will look out for a horſe fit for Mr. Slingelandt, of 


which I think Jam a better judge than a better horſeman. 


You may tell him I ſhall not much regard the beauty of 
it, but the intrinſic merit. I defire he ſhould be ſafe ; for 
I love him both upon his own account and his father's. 

[ agree with you that my baron, far from travelling 
into other countries, will never more fee his own, or put 
on a coat. He will think that he has eſcaped infection fo 
providentially now, that I am apt to think he will endea- 
vour to truſt providence no more. | 


Yours molt ſincerely, 


G 


LE TT E RN. LE 
TO THE SAME, 


| London, April, 4, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, _ 1-6 


INCE my laſt to you, I have received your two let- 
ters of the 8th, and 11th, N. S. together with the pam- 
phlet in Dutch, which you ſent me by general Elliot, 
who delivered it to me very ſafe. It has made me rub 
up my almoſt forgotten Dutch; and I think I underſtand 
the meaning of it perfectly. It is extremely well written; 
and 1 dare ſay the facts are all as true, as the reaſonings 

Vor. III. P M upon 


— 
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upon them are juſt. It coincides with, and confirms, al 
the notions I had formed of the preſent tate of affairs In 
the republic. I ſhould be obliged to you if you would 
inform me, who is either the real, or ſuppoſed, author of 
it. Whoever he is, he is well informed. I am ve 
much obliged to you for ſending it me: I have laid it by 
carefully, with my own, predictions of general bankruptcy 
and confuſion, which I fear a little time more will accom- 

liſh. | | 
Q General Elliot“ ef un degourdi, et du bon ton. I have 
not ſeen an Engliſhman more regenerated by being abroad 
than he is. I met lim at Hop's before I knew who he 
was; and I was aſtoniſhed to find a man, who ſpoke 
Engliſh ſo well, behave himſelf fo well. 

F differ with you in opinion about the king of Pruſſia's 
two very different letters to the two poets ; for I am per- 
ſuaded that they are both genuine. Should the two poets 
happen to compare notes, ſuch is human vanity, and ill 
more ſuch 1s poetical vanity, that each would be con- 
vinced that the other was the dupe, and himſelf his ma- 
jeſty's moſt favoured poet. il fait bon battre les gle- 
rienæx, il fait auſſi bon les tromper (a). In the firſt caſe 
they do not complain, in the ſecond they do not even 
ſee, # w # # # #& # # # #@ #$S +*% 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER 11 
TO THE SAME. 


London, April 25, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Am now three letters in your debt, which I would 
have paid more punctually, if I had any tolerable current 
ſpecies to have paid you in: but I have nothing * far- 

_- things 


* Lieutenant-general in the Dutch ſervice. ; ; 
(a) An alluſion to a French 28 ; amounting to this, that var 
men will equally bear being drubbed and being deceived. 
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things to offer, and moſt of them too counterfeit, for, 
being, thank God, no longer concerned in the coinage, 
cannot anſwer for the weight of the coin. I hear, as 
every body does, more lies than truth, and am not in a 
ſituation of knowing which is which, # # # „ # 

However disjointedly buſineſs may go on, pleaſures, I 
can aſſure you, go roundly. To-morrow there is to be, 
at Ranelagh garden, a maſquerade in the Venetian man- 
ner, It is to begin at three o'clock in the afternoon ; the 
ſeveral loges are to be ſhops for toys, limonades, glaces 
and other raffraichiſſemens. The next day. come the fire- 
works, at which hundreds of people will certainly loſe 
their lives or their limbs, from the tumbling of ſcaffolds, 
the fall of rockets, and other accidents inſeparable from 
ſuch crowds, In order to repair this loſs to "4. Mg there 
will be a ſubſcription-maſquerade on the Monday. follow- 
ing, which, upon calculation, it is thought, will be the 
occaſion of getting about the ſame number of people as 
were deſtroyed at the fire-works. 4 

[ hear nothing yet of lord Holderneſſe's going to Hol- 
land, and therefore do not aſk you when I may hope to 
ſee you here, *for I ſuppoſe that his arrival mutt be 
previous to your departure; moreover, I am told, that 
you are ſo buſy in moving from one houſe to another, that 
you could not yet move from one country. to another, 

Where is your new dwelling at the Hague? | , 
l am glad to hear that madame de Berkenroodt goes 
ambaſſadreſs to Paris ; ſhe will paſs her time well there, 
and ſhe deſerves it. Pray make her my compliments of 
congratulation, and tell her that I am ſtrongly tempted 
to pay my reſpects to her at Paris myſelf; but that, if 1 
cannot, I will at leaſt do it by proxy this winter twelve- 
month, and ſend her an ambaſſador about forty years 
younger, and conſequently forty times better than my- 
ſell. My boy will then be at Paris; he is now at Ve- 
nice, goes to Turin till November, and then to Rome 
till the October following, when I ſhall emancipate him 
at Paris. I hear ſo well of him from all quarters, that I 
think he will do. Adieu, portez-vous bien, el aimez moi 
toujours. 


Fern iir 
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LETTER UI 
TO THE SAME. 


London, May 4, 0:8; ing, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


2 « * * *. THE ſcramble for power in your 
court, and in your republic, puts me in mind of lord 
Rocheſter's image of contending miniſters. He compares 
them to ſchool-boys, who, at the hazard of their necks, 
climb for crabs, which, if they were upon the ground, 
ſolid pigs would diſdain. How the penſionary could be 
ignorant of the favour & intended him, as it is reported 
that he was, when he received the meſſage, is what I can- 
not conceive; for I knew it above a month ago. The 
manner, in which he took it, and ſpoke the next day in 
the aſſembly, was wiſe and ſkilful ; but his accepting the 
penſion +, for it is merely a penſion, fince he is excluded 
all the aſſemblies, is dirty, and vilifies him. If I had 
been he, I would fooner have lived all my life, as Van 
Beuningen did, by way of experiment, one year, upon 
fix and thirty florins. Though his diet would have been 
but low, his character would have been high. 

I have ſeen Laurenzi, who, I believe, muſt obſerve that 
diet too, unleſs he can get an increaſe of his appointments, 
which he is labburing for; but I much doubt of his ſuc- 
ceſs. He confirms the accounts I had had before from 
many, of a delicateſſe et le bon gotlt de votre table. Mar- 
quis d*Hayrincourt was worthy: of it, excelling as he does, 
not only in the theory, but in the practical part, of the 
table. He dined with me once or twice, and I think! 
never ſaw a more vigorous performer. He is a very pretty 
man, and has, Pextremement bon ton de la parfaitement 
bonne compagnie, which is at preſent the ſhort but compre- 
henſive &loge d un bonntre' bommme. 

ö 1 Nr am 


' * His ſudden diſmiſfion from the poſt of grand penſionary. 
- + Of 8000 florins, about . 730. 


ſo — vw _—_— - _« _— —_— i. "ts __ = 


__ —— » cAfb urs 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LIL LI. 213 


I am in debt, at leaſt three, if not four, letters to my 
baron, who is a moſt excellent correſpondent. I will "0 
pay him ſoon in much better coin than my own letters, 1 
for I ſhall ſend him, by the firſt opportunity, a good cargo 1 
of good books and pamphlets. Pray, make him my { 
compliments, and tell him that I will write to him ſoon. 
5s © CC 

[ hear nothing yet of lord Holderneſſe's going to Hol- 


land, 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


— _— — 


LETTER LL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 9, O. 8. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | a 


Tus perſon, who will give you this letter, is the ne- 
phew of monſieur Boiſſier, a rich, and for all that a very 
honeſt, merchant of the city, from whom ] have received 
many civilities, He is a Swiſs, and probably: you know 
him by name and reputation. This nephew is defirous 
to get into the ſervice of the republic; and I wiſh that 
you could be uſeful to him in that view. I do not mean, 
nor does he, that you can procure him a commiſſion; 
but we think that you may be able to point out to him 
le moyen diy parvenir, (the way of ſucceeding) whatever 
that may be. If it be ſollicitation, you will tell him where 
to addreſs it; if a private tip, you will tell him where to 
apply it. In ſhort, I am ſure that, from the part I take 
in him upon his uncle's account, you will do him what 
ſervice you can. 

By the way, do not apprehend from this, that I ſhall 
plague you often with recommendations of this kind ; for 
| have refuſed them to ſeveral © people, and ſhall con- 
time to do ſo to nine in ten. They deſire imper- 
linent, unreaſonable, or impoſſible things, and then 1 


214 LORD CHESTERFIFLD'S LETTFRS 


deſire that I will recommend them to you, becauſe they 
are (ure that J have great intereſt with you, My an- 
{wer to which is, that 1 verily believe I have intereſt with 
you, and for that very reaſon will not recommend to you 
an impertinent or an impoſſible thing. 

I am now afſured that lord Holderneſſe, though he has 
not yet kiſſed the king's hand, will go in three weeks at 
fartheft; ſo that in fix, I hope to ſee you here. I need 
not tell you how glad ] ſhall be of it. We have not 
Leen ſo long aſunder ſince we loved one another, as we 
ſtill, believe, do. Adieu. 


LETT EK LV; 


TO THE SAM E, 


Londor, June 9, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


A S I find by your laſt, that your ſtay in Holland 
will now be but ſhort, my letters will be fo too. We 
can talk more ſully as well as more freely than we can 
write. ” * „ 2 8 
Hop“ ſhewed me yeſterday the print of your fire- 
works; they ſeem to be ſo fine and ſo expenſive, that, 
conſidering the preſent neceſſitous condition of the repub- 
lic, they put me in mind of a good fanfargn motto upon 
a French ſtandard, Peream modo luceam ; (I will ſhine 
though I periſh). I ſhould have told you firſt, that the 

device was a burſting grenada. ; 
My boy, who was going, to the carnaval at Venice, 
was ſuddenly ſeized with a violent inflammation upon his 
lungs, at a miſerable poſt houſe, two poſts beyond Lau- 
bach, in Carniole, where he remained in great danger for 
twelve days. He is now recovering at Laubach ; and by this 
time, I hope, out of all danger. However, as ſoon as the 
heats are over, that is, at the latter end of September, in- 
tend to ſend him to Naples, the beſt place in the 19 
| 0 


g ieutenant-general Hop, envoy extraordinary from the States 
General. . | 
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for tender lungs, and his are ſo yet. I ſhall ſend him a let- 
ter of recommendation to marquis Fogliani, who is the 
only perſon I Know there; and as there is no Neapolitan 
miniſter here, that will be the only letter I can give him. 
Could you eaſily get a letter or two for him, from monſieur 
Finochetti ? If you can, you may bring them with you 
here, and I can ſend them to him time enough from hence. 
You will remember to call him my nephew. I am told, 
that the princeſs Strongoli and general Mahoni are the two 
beſt houſes there. 

The parliament is to be prorogued next Tueſday, when 
the miniſters will have fix months leiſure ro quarrel, and 

tch up, and quarrel again. Garrick and the Violetti 
will likewiſe, about the ſame time, have an opportunity of 
doing the ſame thing, for they are to be married next 
week. They are deſperately in love with each other. 
Adieu ; je languis de vous voir. 


LITTER 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 23, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES. | 


I HAVE this inſtant received your letter of the 25th N. 8. 
which I am very little able to anſwer, having been ill of 
a fever ever ſince Sunday laſt, and this being the firſt day 
that I have been allowed to go out of my bed-chamber. [ 
am very weak, partly from the diſtemper itſelf, and partly 
from being ſtarved. On Monday, I ſhall go to Blackheath 
for a week, which I hope will reſtore me. But I would 
not delay making you eaſier than you ſeem to be at pre- 
ſent, about the event of your letter to the duke of New- 
_ caſtle. I happened to meet him laſt Saturday at Boden's 
country houſe, where he told me that Stone had that 
morning delivered him a letter from you, aſking leave to 
come here for a very ſhort time. I told him, that I ſuppoſed 


you 
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you would obtain it, To which he anſwered, moſt un. 
doubtedly. So that your naving yet had no anſwer to it. 
I am convinced, proceeds only from his grace's hurry, | 
believe he has at preſent buſineſs enough upon his hands 

I thank you heartily for the letters you have procured 
the boy for Naples: he is now ſo well recovered, that he 
1s gone to Venice, where he will ſtay till the middle of 
September, and then proceed to Naples. My head will 
not allow me to write any more; it is my heart adds, that 
I am faithfully 3th 

Yours, 


LETTER LVI. 


Of © 8 = © © © 


London, March zo, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Yo UR figns of life came very ſeaſonably to convince 
me, that the concern you were in at leaving your dear 
country had not put an end to it. I happened to relate 
very properly the agonies I ſaw you in at leaving England, 
in company, where a lady ſeemed to think that ſhe was 
the cauſe of them. She inquired minutely into the degree 
and nature of them ; ſpoke of them with tenderneſs and 
compaſſion, though ſhe confeſſed a quarrel with you for 
three days before you went away, which had broke off all 
communication between you. To this I anſwered, like 
your god- father, that to part with her, would have been 
ſufficient caule for your grief ; but to part with her of- 
fended and incenſed, more than juſtified the deſpair I ob- 
ſerved in you. I obliged her at laſt to confeſs, that ſhe 
wiſhed ſhe had ſeen you the day before you went. Make 
your moſt of theſe informations in your next letter to her. 
You found Holland juſt as you left it, that is to ſay, in 
the ſame ſtate of inſolvency and confuſion. I fear it will 
de ſoon worle, if my ſuſpicions are founded; for I have 
good reaſon to ſuſpect, that your rulers are wild enough 
poet nc n of 


\ 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. LVI. 217 


to think of engaging in a new war, It is now beginning 
in the North, and though publicly it is diſcouraged, pri- 
vately it is encouraged, not only in Holland, but elſewhere. 
The czarina will, I am convinced, ſoon ſtrike the firſt blow. 
The court of Vienna hopes that the king of Pruſſia will 
ſtrike the ſecond, and give them a pretence to ſtrike the 
third. If France does not interpoſe, the king of Pruſſia is 
demoliſhed. If France does, it can only be by way of diver- 
ſion, in falling upon the queen of Hungary; and that will 


will force the maritime powers to take a part. Bentinck *, 
now at Vienna, could tell us more of this if he pleaſed. 

[ have not heard one word about Mr. Harte (a), which 
makes me believe that I ſhall not. He ſhall be no loſer, 
however, and other people no gainers, by the refuſal. 

Mr. Durand brought me a letter from my baron, full of 
complaints of his health. Make my compliments, and 
tell him that he ſhall hear from me ſoon. 

On Thurſday ſevennight the parliament riſes, and the 
Tueſday following his majeſty ſets out for Hanover. The 
regency 18 at laſt ſettled, and the duke not to be one. 

Adieu, mon cher enfant, ſoyez perſuade que je vous aimerai 
toujours, (Adieu, my dear friend, be perſuaded I ever 
ſhall love you.) | 


\ 


Comte Bentinck, ſeigneur de Roon, of the college of nobles, in 
the province of Holland. 
(a) Lord Cheſterfield had applied to obtain a prebend of Windſor for 
bi Harte, then with his ſon, and met with unexpected difficulties and 
ays. 
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LETTER LVIL 


To THE S AME. 


| London, April 14, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I COULD not refuſe this recommendation of 3 
wviriuoſa to a virtuoſo, The girl is really a prodigy ; but 
ſometimes a prodigy without a puff will not do. Your 
hearing her once, and your puffing her afterwards, is all 
that ſhe deſires. The great point is to get the princeſs of 
Orange to hear her, which ſhe thinks will make her for- 
tune. Even the great Handel has deigned to recommend 
her there, ſo that a word from your honor will be ſufficient, 
Adieu. 
Yours faithfully, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER LVIII. 


TO THE SAM. 


London, April 27, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I A M two letters in your debt; but as I knew that you 
were rambling, I did not know where to tender the pay- 
ment. 

By this time it is probable that you are re-eſtabliſhed at 
the Hague. Had an unhappy foreigner been obliged to 
paſs as many days at Plymouth as you paſled at Calais, how 
admirably he would have diverted himſelf, and how po- 
litely he would have been received! whereas, 1 dare ſay, 
you paſſed your time very well at Calais, in cafe you were 
not too much an Engliſhman to think fo. : 

t is very true, that, after a ſeries of difficulties, which, 
I believe, were never made before upon ſo trifling rok | 

| caſion, 
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caſion, Mr. Harte has at laſt got a prebend of Windſor. I i1 
am moſt extremely glad of it; for that debt being now | 

paid, I owe no man living any thing. As it is neceſſary | 
that he ſhould come over here, to take poſſeſſion of his 
ſtall, I have directed him to bring the boy to Paris, and to 

fix him in la Gueriniere's academy ther. 

When he arrives at Paris, I will ſend him a letter of 
recommendation 4 ſon excellence, madime de Berkenroodt ; 
valeat quantum. In all events, it will be a good houſe for 
him to frequent. Vous y metlrez du votre auſſi, Sil vous 
plait, (you will contribute to it, if you pleaſe) by writing a 
word or two in his favour to the lady, or her huſband, or 
both. 

Comte Obdam's fale, I ſuppoſe, draws near, at which, 
pray, buy me ſuch buſtoes and vaſes as you ſhall find are 
univerſally allowed to be both antique and fine, at ſuch 
rates as you ſhall think reaſonable in the whole, you may 
go as far as two hundred pounds, if the objects are curious 
and worth it. 

Shall you not be ſurprized, if, at your return here, you 
find a pendant for your Rubens, full as large, and by a 
ſtill greater maſter ? I have reaſon to believe that will be 
the caſe, and then I ſhall undoubtedly have two of the 
moſt capital pictures in England of thoſe two great maſ- 
ters. For the virtugſi here now unanimouſly confeſs, that 
all the Rubenſes in England muſt ſtrike to mine. 

+] believe, as you ſay, that you found things in the United 
Provinces juſt as you left them, a great deal talked of, and 
nothing done. However, they would do well to conſider, 
that in their ſituation, not to advance, 1s to go backwards. 
You may depend upon it, that whatever you may have 
heard ſaid to the contrary, war was the original deſign, 
and the Pruſſian bear-ſkin was again ſcantled out upon 
paper ; but the ſtrong declarations and indeed preparati- 
ons of France on one hand, and the apprehenſions, which 
Ruſſia on the other had juſt reaſons to entertain of the 
Turk, have reſpectively obliged certain powers to put 
water in their wine; and I now verily believe that the 
North will clear up, and ſettle for ſome time in peace. * * 

Pray, make my compliments to my baron, to whom [ 
owe a letter, which I have not paid, for mere want of 
ſpecie, Is he got to his own houſe again? Surely it has 

, | undergone 
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undergone luſtrations enough to be ſufficiently purified for 
his reception. Every thing here is juſt as you left it, | 
am, and ever ſhall be ſo, with regard to you: ce tou; 
dire; bon ſoir, mon enfant. 


LETTER LIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 25, O S. 1950, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 FIND your journey through Flanders has been, 
like every man's journey through the world, ſome good 
and ſome bad; but upon the whole, it was as well as being 
at the Hague. By what you obſerved, it is evident that 
the court of Vienna will not Jay out a ſhilling upon the 
barrier towns, but throw that burthen, as they do every 
other, upon the maritime powers, ſaying that they get 
nothing by Flanders, but that it is our buſineſs to take 
care of it. J am an Auſtrian in my politics, and would 
fnpport that houſe if I could: but then I would be their 
ally, not their bubble; their friend, but not their victim. 
With your leave, ſir, it is none of Boden's trumpery that 
is to hang over againſt the Rubens, but a holy family, the 
maſter-piece of Titian, for which the late regent had agreed 
to give forty thouſand livres to the chapter of Rheims. It 
was accordingly ſent him; but when it arrived at Paris, 
he was dead and gone, not to the holy family I believe. 
His ſon, the preſent duke of Orleans, choſe rather to re- 
turn the picture than the money; the chapter was obliged 
to take it back, and there it remained ever ſince. I ac- 
cidentally heard of this, and that the chapter was ſpecial 
poor, upon which I determined to try what I could do, 
and | have ſucceeded. As this picture was brought from 
Italy by the famous cardinal de Lorraine, after he had 


been at the council of Trent, and given by him to the 
Cathedral 
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cathedral of Rheims, of which he was archbiſhop, he 
ve them at the ſame time his own picture, a whole 
ſength, done by Titan ; which I have likewiſe got: they 
are both arrived at Paris, and I expect them here very 
Gon. This, you will allow, is no trumpery, and I have 
now done with pictures; I am brim full, and not ill 
filled. 
8 Obdam's wiriz will, I think, for the reaſon 
you give, go very cheap; few people in Holland under- 
ſtanding thoſe things, or even thinking that they do, I 
would not give ſixpence for his bronzes, nor a ſhilling for 
his books ; but for ſome of his antique marbles, I would 
give reaſonably. Thoſe which, upon the face of the ca- 
talogue, I ſhould chuſe, are the following ones. 
297 Hermes (Buſte) juvenis Romani cum loricd et ſago, 
in mar more. Ant. 3 

298 Bacchus, cum corona hederacea. Ant. 

302 Caput juvenis Romani, ſupra baſin. Ant. 

305 Statua cum anaglypbis, ſacrificium in honorem Priapi 

efformantibus. Ant. 

There are alſo in the appendix two buſtos, one of 
Homer, the other of Apollo, by Girardon, which, if 
they go extremely cheap, as poſſibly they may, I ſhould 
be glad of them ; by extremely cheap, I mean about ten 
pounds a- piece. For the four antiques above-marked, Pun 
portant Pautre, (one with another) if they are fine, I would 
go as far as five and twenty pounds aptece. But ſhould 
theſe, which I have mentioned, have great faults. and 
others, which I have not mentioned, have great beauties, 
refer to your deciſion, who are upon the place, and have 
un coup d oeil vif et penetrant (a quick and penetrating eye.) 

You will ſee Hop at the Hague next week; it is ſoon- 
er than he propoſed to go, but he is ordered, which gives 
him ſome apprehenſions. You will alſo ſee the famous 
madame du Boccage, who ſets out from hence with her 
huſband, and abbe Guaſco de Pacademie des inſcriptions, 
next Tueſday. She has tranſlated Milton into French 
verſe, and gave a tragedy laſt winter at Paris, called les 
Amazonen. She has good parts, n*affiche. pas le bel-eſprit, | 
(and does not make an oſtentatious diſplay of wit.) Pray | 
give them un petit diner, and let them Enow that J did 
them juſtice with you; they ſtay but a few days at the 


Hague, 


— . Co OA — — — 
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Hague, fo cannot be very troubleſome to you, But ! 
poſſibly ſhall, if I lengthen this letter: ſo, bon ſoir. 
C. 


* 1 EY _—_ ths. _— 4.1 &a. 4 


LETTER LX 


TO THE S AME. 


| London, June 19, O. 8. 1750, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Muſt ſay as moſt fools do, Who would have thought it? 
My fine Titian has turned out an execrable bad copy. 
By good luck, the condition of the obligation was ſuch, 
that if certain good judges at Paris ſhould declare it, 
either a copy, or eſſentially damaged, the chapter of 
Rheims was to take it back again, I paying the carriage, 
This has happened, and the beſt painters in Paris pro- 
nounced it not only a copy, but a damned one. 80 
that I am only in for the carriage back. The chapter 
muſt have been more fools than knaves in the affair ; for, 
had they known it to be a copy, they muſt have known, 
at the ſame time, that it would be returned them, by 
which they would get nothing but the diſcrediting of 
their picture for ever. 
| I have received a letter from madame du Boccage, 
containing a panegyric of his majeſty's reſident at the 
Hague, I eſt rres aimable, is poli, il eſt au mieux avec 
tout ce quil y a de meilleur ici, et il fait tres-bonne chere. 
(He is very amiable, very polite, extremely well received 
in the beſt company, and keeps an excellent table.) Faire 
bonne chere (to keep a good table) you know, always 
ſums up a French panegyrick. She ſays, that by your 
means ſhe received a thouſand civilities at the Hague. | 
do not know whether my friend abbe Guaſco's judgment 
in viri# will be of any great ſervice to us at comte 
Obdam's, and I would ſooner truſt to your own coup 
d'oeil, qui eſt mordieu vif et pergant. 


I am 
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lam very much par voyes, et par chemins, between 
London and Blackheath, but much more at the latter, 
which is now in great beauty. The ſhell of my gallery 
s finiſhed, which, by three bow-windows, gives me 
three different, and the fineſt, proſpects in the world. 
I have already two or three of your canteloupe melons, 
which are admirable ; I have covered thoſe, which are not 
et ripe, with frames of oiled paper, which | am aſſured 
will do much better than glaſſes. * * ®* „ 

The prince of Wales's laſt child was at laſt chriſtened 
the day before yeſterday, after having been kept at leaſt 
a fortnight longer than it ſhould have been out of a ſtate 
of ſalvation, by the jumble of the two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
whoſe reciprocal diſpatches carried, nor brought, nothing 
deciſive, Adieu. 


L E FIT EX LXI. 


TO THE S AME. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Moſt heartily wiſh you and Mrs. Dayrolles joy, and [ 
believe you have had it. May it continue long! I came 
to town this morning on purpoſe to make my compli- 
ments to you both, but you were gone to ſhady groves. 
| hope you will take thoſe of Greenwich in their turn; 
and the ſooner the better. | 

| En ceci 

La femme eft compriſe auſſi (a) 
Lady Cheſterfield would have come, to have waited 


rer Mrs. Dayrolles, but was prevented by a great cold. 
jeu. 


Salurday, July 31, 1751. 


(a) In this, the lady is likewiſe included. 


* r —— 
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LET I ER GA. 


TO THE SAME. 


| | Bath, Oct. 5, O. 8. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I am heartily glad to find that you nicked your pat 
ſage to Holland ſo well; for a day or two later, it would 
have been a bad one, I mean for madam Dayrolles, car 
pour vous, vous avez le pie marin, (for as to you, you 
are uſed to the ſea) and moreover are miniſter to the 
maſter of the ſeas. | | 

I have been here now juſt three weeks, though I have 
drank thefe waters but a fortnight, upon account of a 
moſt confounded cold, which I got at my firſt arrival. 
However I find du mieux, as Rodrigue happily expreſſes 
himſelf in his gazettes, and I expect a thorough vamp, 
before I leave this place, which I ſhall do juſt time 
enough to exhibit a brown ſuit, with a very rich gold 
button, at the birth-day.. EET -* 

I am aſtoniſhed at Slingelandt's being diſpleaſed, that 
| did not anſwer, or rather reply to his letter, for mine 
was an anſwer to his. He tells me an anecdote, a fact, 
which I dare ſay is a very true one; well, what anſwer is 
to be made to it? none that I know of, unleſs I had 
laid hold of that opportunity to have kept up a regular 
correſpondence with him; and, to ſay the truth, my lite- 
rary correſpondence is already more extenſive, than my 
eyes, my head, or my lazineſs will admit of. 

I am glad of the accounts you give me of my baron 
and Duncan, both whom 1 love; and pray tell them ſo. 
I will write to the former ſoon, though this is not 
a place from whence I can write him a letter to his 
mind. Here I neither enquire, nor know any thing 
of the buſy world. I hardly read a news-paper. 
Thank God, 1 am ſafe and quiet on ſhore; and as I do 
not intend to put to ſea again, why ſhould I ſtudy 
vavigation any more? 1 read here a great deal; but 


then it is partly for my own amuſement, and par 
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ſor the improvement of my little friend, who is with me. 
jn that way he labours moſt willingly, and is even for 
more of it than I deſire to give him. But what I labour 
at moſt, and find the moſt difficulty in is, to give him 
I manières, la politeſſe, et la tournure of a man of faſhion. 
He thinks that knowledge is all; there I differ from him, 
and endeavour to convince him, that, without mannerg 
and addreſs, it is very uſeleſs. However, I gain ground, 
and he is already very different from what you ſaw him. 
He makes his compliments. to you and madam .Dayrolles. 
Pray make mine to her too, and tell her, that, time out of 
mind, there has always been, un vieux Dayrolles, et un 
jeune Dayrolles, and that, as you cannot now claim the 
latter appellation, it is incumbent upon her to make us a 
jeune Dayrolles, dans la fabrique duquel je la prie tres inſtam- 
ment de mettre beaucoup du ſien, (in the fabric of whom TI 
earneſtly beg ſhe would contribute a good ſhare). Before 
you leave the Hague, pray remember to beg or ſteal for 
me ſome melon-ſeed of the largeſt and beſt canteloupes. 
The older it is, the better. Adieu, mon cher enfant. I am, 
with the trueſt affection, | 


Yours, 


—— — Io————— 
„ 3 Fo 


L E TT E R IXII. 
TO. THE SAME. | 
London, OR. 28, O. 8. 171. 
DEAR DATYROLLES, 


[ arnvea here but laſt night from Bath, which journey 
delayed till now my anſwer to your laſt. I have brought 
with me from Bath a ſtock of health, which, with my 
economy, will, I think, laſt me for a year, and I pre- 
tend now to no more. Formerly I was fooliſh enough to 
think of no more than au jour la journte, and now I am 
wiſe enough to expect no more than de Pan d Pannte. 

Vo“. III. Q. l am 


** „ 
W „ „ 


—— — —ÿ— Iu———ͥ—— ED Rn 
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I am very glad that all was ſo quiet in Holland, upon 
an event ſo little expected as the death of the prince of 
Orange. Various conjectures and deep political refine. 
ments will be made upon the probable conſequences of it, 
you ſhall have mine for nothing. Or fus donc. In my 
mind, the whole will depend upon the conduct of the 
gouvernante, If that be moderate, gentle, and acono- 
mica], this event will ſecure and fix the ſtadthouder-form 
of government more effectually than the life of the prince 
of Orange could have done. -A minority is not a time 
for enterprizes, nor for the extenſion of power; and the 
people, the moſt jealous of their liberties, are lulled by 
the very name of it, into a ſecurity, if no imprudent 
ſep be taken to rouze their fears, and awaken their jea- 
louſies. In the mean time, thoſe who, having had the 
greateſt ſhare in the former republican government, 
were the moſt uneaſy at the alteration of it, if not pro- 
voked, will not diſturb, and will inſenſibly grow uſed, 
and to ſome degree reconciled, to the preſent form, if 
gently and moderately adminiſtered. Many or moſt of 
theſe will be dead, by that time the young ſtadthouder 
coines to be of age, and the growing generation, who 
will be of age with him, will have ſeen, nor known, no 
other kind of government, and will naturally look up to 
a young prince, As for the herd of the people, a minor 
is always the object of their compaſſion, and conſequently 
of their love. In theſe circumſtances, her royal highneſs 
may, if ſhe pleaſes, fix and ſettle her ſon's future govern- 
ment upon a more ſolid foundation, than his father could 
have done. But if on the contrary, ſpirit, which always 
means heat and fury, ſhould be the word, and the active 


of Medicis, your Annes of Auſtria, &c. ſhould prove the 
model of your gouvernante, that conduct, which very near 
deſtroyed them in an abſolute government, will ruin her 
family irretrievably in a free one. 
Now l have ſhot my bolt, to another point. The duke 
of Newcaſtle told me this morning, that Mr. Yorke 
would go to the Hagne in a few days, and thet, in a few 
days after his arrival there, you would receive your orders 
to go to. Bruſſels. | 
Creighton 
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Creighton gave me your melon ſeed, for which I thank 

you, and which I rob. you of with the leſs regret, as, by 
our own account, you ſeem not to want any of Jes qua- 

tre ſemences Froides. | | 

I have no news to ſend you from hence; I have been 
too few hours in town to know any, and am moreover 
too indifferent to aſk for any. 

By a little brochure, which my baron has ſent me, and 
which I take to be written under, at leaſt, the inſpection 
of the king of Pruſſia, it appears to me that ſome changes 
are intended to be made in the form of government in 
Sweden. If ſo, that may produce ſome Northern ſquab- 
bles, though I think they will be carried on rather by the 
pen than the ſword. For I ſee very many good reaſons, 
why both Ruſſia and the king of Pruſſia ſhould rather 
ſcold than fight. But if they ſhould come to blows, I 
foretel that Ruſſia will have the better on't. 

Pray make my compliments to my baron, and tell him, 
chat I will ſoon ſend him a long and unintereſting letter : 
my waters, my journey, and my unſettled ſtate, for 
theſe laſt two months, have hindered me from doing it 
ſooner. This is already too long, ſo good night to you. 


Yours. 


C. 


—— — —— — 


LETTER IXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 159, O. 8. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES,. 


Ine received yours of the 19th, N. S. for which this 

is only an acknowledgment, but no equivalent. All the 
news of yeſterday, ſuch as ſpeech, addreſſes, &c. you 
will have authentically from the office; and I have nothing 

to add to it. nu . 


Sans vanitt, as people commonly ſay, when they ſay 


a vain thing, I am of my baron's opinion, and think it 
Q 2 would 


to madame Dayrolles. Adieu. 
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would not be the worſe for Ja gouvernante, if ſhe purſued 
the meaſures which I mentioned in my laſt. I woylq 
not give her juſt the advice which Jord Clarendon was 
accuſed of having given King Charles II. at his reſtora- 
tion, not to mind his friends, but to gain his enemies, 
But I would adviſe her to think rather more of gaining 
over reaſonable enemies, than of gratifying unreaſonable 
friends. She ſhould conſult indiſcriminately the ableſt 
and the moſt reſpectable people of the ſeveral provinces, 
upon the ſingle principle of the public good, and without 
adopting their provincial piques and prejudices. She 
ſhould take off all proſcriptions, and mitigate all that 
military ſtuff of councils of war with unlimited powers, 
down to the mere neceſlary diſcipline of an army. Pri- 
vate and public ceconomy ſhould be her great objects; and 
if ſhe would act firmly upon ſuch principles, ſhe would 
not want our advice, but I believe would do a great deal 
better without it. I would not deſire a finer part to act 
than ſhe has; and were I in her caſe, I would undertake 
to fix the preſent form of government, upon a more ſolid 
foundation, than it has been upon, fince the time of 


William J. 


Lord Holderneſſe's baggage is not yet arrived, conſe- 
quently I have not received my baron's bill of fare ; but 
by a little ſpecimen of it, which he ſent me lately in a 
ſpecimen of a letter, I believe I ſhall not be able to fur- 
niſh him with ſome of the rarities that he deſires ; for he 
compoſes theſe bills of fare upon the advertiſements in 
the news papers, and the paſtry cooks have been before 
hand with him, at this ſeaſon of minced pies. He is 
now paſtorally inclined, and has wrote to me for ſome 
particular paſtorals, which to this hour I am very fure no 
gentlemen ever heard of or read. - 

My boy ſet out this morning for Paris, improved a 


good deal, in my mind, du chi des manitres, Lord Al- 


bemarle has promiſed to employ him in his bureau as 


much as if he were ſecretaire de legation, and, if he does, 


it will be juſt as well as if he were, the ſalary excepted, 
which I do not much mind. In all events, he has time 
enough before him; and if Paris will not do, ſome other 
place, ſome time or other, will. Make my compliments 


'Youts. 
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LF. --Ra*; EX. 


TO THE SAME, 
London, Dec. 6, O. S. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Oos long friendſhip neither requires nor allows ce- 
remony and compliments. We are, I dare ſay, reci- 
procally glad to write to each other, whenever buſineſs 
does not interfere on your part, or lazineſs on mine; in 
either of which caſes be it underſtood, that the party at 
leiſure, or in humour, va toujours ſon train, whether the 
other anſwers or not, | | 
Colonel Yorke has, I ſuppoſe, brought you your paſs 
to Bruſſels, which I ſuppoſe too that you will ſoon make 
uſe of, The ſooner the better; in the preſent ſituation 
of affairs in the United Provinces and at St. James's, that 
of an Engliſh miniſter at the Hague is not to be envied, 
elle ſera ſcabreuſe, (it will be difficult 
In all events you will be out of the ſcrape, and I am 
very glad of it, If you get into any at Bruſſels with mon- 
ſieur le marquis Botta d'Adorno *, it will be of no great 
conſequence, as he is not in very good odor here, 
Our parliament is ſo unanimous, that the houſe of lords 
hardly fits at all, and the houſe of-commons ſeldom till 
three o'clock, to the infinite grief of the ſpeaker, who, I 
believe, would now willingly change with the firſt preſi- 
dent of the parliament of Paris, which makes a greater 
figure at preſent. The beau monde is not quite in ſuch a 
ſtate of inaction. C 
[ have ſent my baron ſome bad books by colonel Yorke, 
Whoſe departure did not give me time to ſend him the 
others, that he deſired, which I will do by the firſt op- 
portunity. I will ſend him two copies of Hammond's elegies, 
of which he will ſend you one to Bruſſels, if you are there 
before he receives them. His tender turn is a new one, 
and may poſſibly remove his fear of colliſion with human 


Her imperial majeſty's miniſter plenipotentiary in the Low Countries. 
| bodies, 
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bodies. Pray, return him my thanks for les minyires 4 
Brande „ which I have at laſt received from lord 
Holderneſſe, with a ſybil's leaf, which 1 ſnatched and 
ſaved from the wind. Pray, make my compliments to 
Mrs. Day rolles. 


Yours faithfully, 


LEK T T E N 1 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 14, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Yesrervay I received yours of the 21ſt, N.S. You 
have done very wiſely in leaving the Hague, and preſent- 
ing your memorial without further order ; for had you 
waited here, for the return of it reviſed, corrected, and 
amended by his grace, you would have ſeen not only the 
funeral of the late, but the majority of the preſent, 
ftadthouder ; two objects that appear very difficult to be 
ſettled. If the gonvernante be not both in earneſt and in 
haſte to have a proper proviſion made for the probable caſe 
of her death, ſhe muſt be mad. Her ſon's life poſhbly may, 
but his power certainly will, depend- upon that previous 
care. The quomodo will not be ſo difficult there as it was 
here, there being no uncles in the queſtion.  _ 
By all that I have heard of the character of the prince 
of Brunſwick *, I ſhould wiſh him to be the intermediate 
ſtadrhouder under proper reſtriftions, A prince ſupport- 
ed by any conſiderable power, or a Dutchman by any 
conſiderable party, might be equally dangerous, as on 
the other hand, a number of guardians of the ſeveral pro- 
yinces would be fo like the former republican government, 
that it might poſſibly reviye it.. 


* Prince Lewis of Brynfwick: 
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I know of no one event to communicate to you; there 
never was ſo ſerene a winter as this, I will not trouble 
you with news ſo very old, and ſo long known, as my 


being 
Yours moſt faithfully, 


— . — — 
C 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 7, O. S. 1753. 
DEAR DAT ROLLES, 


LA 8 T poſt brought me your notification of your eſta- 
bliſhment at Bruſſels: quod felix fauſtumque fit ! You begin 
well at leaſt. You are ſoon to have a colleague there, 
not as miniſter, but as commiſſary for the barrier and the 
zariff, It was firſt offered to Tom Page at Chicheſter, 
whom I ſuppoſe you know; but he refuſed it: now [I 
believe it will be Mr. Mitchell *, a Scotch member of par- 
liament ; he is a ſenſible good fort of man, and eaſy to 
live with. | 

Though madame Dayrolles has a very good natural 
color, yet, living with people ſo highly colored, if 1 were 
ſhe, I would allow myſelf an ounce of red to their pound, 
which I think would be a fair compoſition. _ 

All buſineſs or expectation of buſineſs is over in parlia- 
ment, which fits now only for details, ſuch as turnpike 
bills, poor bills, &c. and will certainly riſe the firſt week 
in April at fartheſt, when his majeſty propoſes going to 
Hanover, to ſettle the tranquillity of the North, I am 
called away ſuddenly ; box jour donc. b PIT 


* Afterwards fir Andrew Mitchell, knight of the Bath, and envoy 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary at the court of Berlin. LE x 
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EN LXVIII. 
TO THE SAME. 


Logdon, March 17, O. 8. 1952. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


\ Y E RE you half the eeconomiſt you are ſuppoſed to 
be, you would not pay for my letters, but return them 
to the poſtman. If they only tell you, that I am your 
ſincere friend and ſervant, they tell you nothing ney. 
You have known it long, and the repetition of that aſſu- 
rance 1s not worth the ſhilling it coſts you. Any news, 
they can tell you, will, I fear, not be new news, and 
nothing 1s ſo dull as old news. Freſh virgin news, whe- 
ther of a public or a private nature, does not come to my 
ſhare; nor is it the object of my enquiries, 

The chapter of the garter, as I dare ſay you already 
know, was held laſt Friday. I was at it, and ſo was at 
leaſt half the town. The counteſs of Coventry appear- 
ed as ſuch, for the firſt time, at the chapter, and was af- 
terwards preſented to the king, and, in the news-paper 
ſtyle, met with a moſt gracious reception. 

The king ſets out for Hanover as ſoon as ever he can, 
and that, I believe, will be within three weeks. Much 
buſineſs is intended to be done at Hanover this year : the 
election of the king of the Romans is to be attempted, 
which, I think, will now meet with very great difficul- 
ties, and two years ago would have meet with none. 
France and Pruſſia have had time to work againſt it, and 
I fear with ſucceſs, at leaſt with ſo much, that it will now 
be the moſt conteſted, and the moſt jmportant affair, that 
hath happened theſe many years. It muſt have great, 
and God knows what, conſequences. France is able, 
but, I hope, at preſent not inclined, to quarrel. The 
houſe of Auſtria is always inclined to quarrel, though 
ſeldom able. The king of Pruſſia is inclined to fear 
Ruſſia ; but Ruſſia is inclined to Engliſh ſubſidies, 
which England cannot pay, and without which be 
will not fear Ruſſia, The republic of the Vnited Pro- 


vinces is totally impotent, Three of the electors will 
; proleſt 
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proteſt againſt the other ſix, and the princes will proteſt 
againſt all the electors, as to the queſtion an. This 
great buſineſs will engroſs the attention of all Europe 
this year; ſo that, I believe, the barriere and the tarif will 
be pretty much neglected till the next. In the mean 
time, I adviſe you and Mr. Mitchell to divert yourſelves as 
well as ever you can at Bruſſels. But whenever you do pro- 
ceed to bulineſs, remember to put the Dutch miniſters in 


the front of the battle, and ſuſtain them in every thing. As 


they are the moſt immediately concerned, you may traſt 
to them as to their demands; but then you muſt take care 
to ſupport them with ſo much vigor, that wherever they 
fail, as in many points they will, they may not lay the 
blame, which they would be willing enough to do, upon 
the ſlackneſs and indifference of the Engliſh commiſſaries, 
which would hurt you both here. 

My compliments to madame Dayrolles ; and ſo we bid 
heartily farewell, 5 


————— —— —ͤ— 
L r 
TO THE SAME. 
London, April 17, O. S. 1752. 


D EAR DAYROLLES, 


DID not expect to have heard from you fo ſoon, well 
knowing the variety of trifling bulineſs, which always 
takes up more time than great buſineſs, that you muſt 
have been plagued with of late. I wiſh you joy of your 
good delivery from it“ * * ; 
am very glad to hear, that the election of the King 
of the Romans is in ſo fair a way. It tends eventually to 
preſerve the peace of Europe, which, I am ſure, is very 
neceſſary for this country in particular. Pray, let me know 
as ſoon as you know, when and where that election is 
likely to be. My reaſon for thus intereſting myſelf, as 
io the time and place of it is upon account of my hs 
| Who, 


— — A „ = 


— — . 


— 
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who, I am determined, ſhall be at it; and I would agjug 


the other parts of my plan for his motions, to that cir. 
cumſtance. He is to leave Paris in about fix weeks, and 
to go through the courts upon the Rhine in his way t 
Hanover, where I did not propoſe his arrival till Septem. 
ber. But if the election ſhould be ſooner, he muſt be 
there ſooner, becauſe he is to go to that election in the 
ſuite of one of the king's eleQoral ambaſſadors, the only 
way, in which ſtrangers, who are otherwiſe excluded the 
town upon that occaſion, can ſee that ceremony. Next 
March, he ſhall make his court to you at Bruflels for a 
month or two, where I will beg of you to employ him in 
your bureau, in the things of no importance, and alſo that 
you will make him read thoſe pieces, and give him thoſe 
verbal inſtructions, which may put him au fait of the 
affairs of the barriere and the tarif. 

I am of your opinion, that your conferences upon theſe 
points will break up, as they have often done already, e- 
infecta J. Nay, conſidering the reſolution, which you 
think is taken, of making Flanders once more a commer- 
cial country, it will be well if inſenſibly the Schelde be 
not opened, and the port of Antwerp reſtored, like that 
of Dunkirk, though contrary to treaties, That would be 
the laſt finiſhing ſtroke to the commerce of the United 
Provinces, and would extremely affect ours. 

I have been extremely deaf, and conſequently extreme · 
ly dull, this laſt fortnight. I am ſomething better now, 
though far from being reſtored to my former hearing. 
As I have no cold, nor any bodily diſorder to aſcribe this 
deafneſs to, as ſymptomatical only, it makes me the 
more uneaſy, by reviving in my thoughts my ſtrong here- 
ditary right to it; a right, which, as I do not indefeaſibly 
allow even in kings, I would by no means exert as a pri- 
vate man, but would very willingly part with it to any 
miniſter, to whom hearing is often diſagreeable, or to 
any fine woman, to whom it is often dangerous. But, 
whether deaf or dumb, blind, or lame, for I am come to 
the period, at which one has only one's chance of differs 
ent ills, I ſhall be invariably and fincegely, 


Yo 
ae 


$ Which actually proved to be the caſe, 
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LETTER IXX. 
TO THE SAME 
London, May 19, O. S. 1752. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Tu IS goes to you from a deaf crippleman, confined 
to his bed or his chair, for above a fortnight paſt.. My 
little black mare, whom you have long known to be as 
quiet as any thing of her ſex can be, wanted to drink in 
Hyde-park. Accordingly I rode her into one of the 
little ponds, and in order to let her drink I looſed the 
bridon, which, by her ſtooping, fell over her head. In 
backing her out of the pond, her foot unluckily engaged 
itſelf in the bridon; in endeavouring to get clear of it, 
ſhe hampered herſelf the more, and then, in a great /aut 
de mouton, ſhe fell backwards, and threw me with great 
violence about ſix feet from her, I pitched direQly upon 
my hip-bone, which, by unaccountable good fortune, was 
neither fractured nor diſlocated ; but the muſcles, nerves, 
&c. are ſo extremely bruiſed and ſtrained, that to this 
moment, and this is the nineteenth day, I feel ſome pain. 
and cannot ſtand upon that leg at all. This confine- 
ment, eſpecially at this time of the year, when I long to 
be at Blackheath, is not, as you will eaſily gueſs, very 
agreeable; and what makes it ſtill leſs fo, is my increaſ- 
ing deafneſs. I have tried a thouſand infallible remedies, 
but all withqut ſucceſs. I hope for ſome good fiom 
warm weather, for hitherto we have had none, But this 
is more than enough concerning my own inficmities, 
which I am of an age to expect, and have philoſophy 
enough to bear without dejection. | | 

can much more eaſily congeive that your affairs go on 
very ſlowly, than I can that they ever will be finiſhed ; 
but in the mean time, vous 6tes bien, belle ville, bonne chere, 
et belle femme; make the moſt of them all, enjoy them 
while you can, and remember that our pleaſures, efpecially 
our beſt, laſt too little a while to be trifled with or ne- 
glected. As for your buſineſs, you and Mitchell, to whom 
my compliments, have nothing elſe to do, but to put 

| | | yaurſelves 
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yourſelves behind your Dutch colleagues, whoſe diſtin. 
guiſhing talent is to wrangle tenaciouſly upon details. 

I do not believe now, that a king of the Romans wil 
be elected as ſoon as we thought; the court of Vienna, 
long accuſtomed to carry its points, at the expence of 
its allies, and ſenſible that we wiſh to bring this about 
will not contribute any thing to it. But truly we muſt 
ſatisfy the electors and princes, who ſtand out till, and 
form pretenſions, poſſibly becauſe they hope that it will 
fall to the ſhare of England, who pays well, to ſatisfy 
them. My young traveller will therefore, I fear, have 
full time to walk about Germany, before he has a call to 
Frankfort. He is now at Luneville, from whence he goes 
to Straſbourgh, and then follows the courſe of the Rhine, 
through Mayence, Manheim, Bonn, &c. to Hanover. 

By his laſt account of the preſent ſtate of France, the 
domeſtic diſorders are ſo great, and promiſe to be ſo 
much greater, that we have but little to fear from that 
quarter, The king is both hated and deſpiſed, which ſcl- 
dom happens to the ſame man. The clergy are impla- 
cable upon account of what he has done, and the parlia- 
ment is exaſperated, becauſe he will not do more. A 
ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, as to the matters of religion and 
government, 1s ſpread throughout the whole kingdom, 
If the neighbours of France are wiſe, they will be quiet, 
and let theſe ſeeds of diſcord germinate, as they certainly 
will do, if no foreign object checks their growth, and 
unites all parties in a common cauſe. 

Having now given you an account of my diſtempers, 
my philoſophy, and my politics, Iwill give you quarter, 
which I can tell you is great lenity in me; for a man, 
who can neither uſe his legs nor his ears, is very apt to 
be an unmerciful correſpondent, and to employ his hand 
and eyes at the expence of his friends. I cloſe this letter, 


and open a book. Adieu. 


Yours affectionately, c 


LE T- 
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CT T TCA LO 
TO THE SAME. 
Greenwich, June 3o, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


81 CE public events were neither the cauſe, nor the 
cement, of our long correſpondence, that private friend- 
ſhip, that began, may e'en continue, without the aſſi- 
ſtance of foreign matter. We will reciprocally aſk, and 
tell one another, how we do, and what we do: if we do 
little worth telling, which is and will be my caſe, our 
letters will be the ſhorter, but not the leſs welcome, for 
being only the meſſengers of friendſhip. 

I am here in my hermitage, very deaf, and conſequent- 
ly alone. I read as much as my eyes will let me, and [ 
walk and ride, as often as the worſt weather I ever knew 
will allow me. D'ailleurs good health, natural good 
ſpirits, ſome philoſophy, and long experience of the world, 
make me much leſs dejected and melancholy, than moſt 
people in my fituation would be, or than I ſhould have 
been myſelf ſome years ago. I comfort myſelf with the 
reflect ion, that I did not loſe the power, till after I had 
very near loſt the deſire, of hearing. I have been long 
and voluntarily deaf to the voice of ambition, and to 
the noiſe of buſineſs, ſo that I loſe nothing upon that 
head; and when I conſider how much of my life is paſt, 
and how little of it according to the courſe of nature 
remains, I can almoſt perſuade'my ſelf, that I am no loſer 
at all. By all this, you ſee that I am neither a dejected 
nor a ſour deaf man. 

In ſpite of this cold and rainy weather, I have already 
eaten two or three of your canteloupe melons, which have 
proved excellent, and ſome very ripe muſcat grapes raiſed 
in my anana houſe, which is now ſtocked with African 
ananas, much ſuperior to the American ones. The 
growth, the education, and the perfection, of theſe 
vegetable children engage my care and attention, next 
to my corporal one, who is now going to Hanover, and 
who I hope will reward all my care, as well as all my 
ananas have done. 2 


Adieu, my dear Dayrolles. I am moſt affectionately 


and truly Yours, N 25 
| ET. 


12 


— ———— 6uZ2g᷑Βy — - 
* * . - 
— 1 is 


r 


233 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS + 


LETTER ILXXI. 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 24, O. 8. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Moſt heartily congratulate you upon the ſafe arrival of 
my godſon, and madame Dayrolles upon his civil depar- 
ture: but as for himſelf, conſidering the place he has left, 
and that which he is come into, I ſuſpend my congratula- 
tions ; but moſt ſincerely wiſh that he may have great rea- 
fon to receive, and his friends to make him, thoſe con- 
gratulations, threeſcore years hence. When one is in the 
world, one muſt make the beſt of it; but, conſidering 
what that beſt is upon the whole, I doubt it is only 
making the beſt of a bad bargain : however, may that 
beſt be as good to him, as it ever has been, or can be, to 
110 OE OR RAE: 0 

A propos, pray give me credit for whatever is proper to 
be done with regard to nurſes, midwives, &c. and do 
for me whatever you are to do for mon compere ®, 

I am very far from reſolving not to try the Eyndhovan 
farmer ; but as all his ſkill can only conſiſt in a noſtrum 
or two, which he indiſcriminately makes uſe of, I poſt- 
pone that trial, till I have firſt taken all regular ſteps to 


no purpole. I have juſt now begun fumigations, from 


which I am promiſed wonders. Pumping at Bath is to be 
the next ſtep; and in caſe of neceſſity, even electrifica- 
tion is to be tried. For my own part, I expect no conſi- 
derable relief ; and rely much more upon my own tem- 

r and philoſophy to bear my misfortune tolerably, than 

do upon any medicines to remove it. I ſuppoſe you 
have ſeen your old friend * * , who made her huſband 
take the route of Flanders to Paris, in order, as ſhe ſaid, 
to make her court to you. Cela ne ſent pas ſon vieux Day- 
rolles, enfin, vieux, jeune, et belle, Dayrolles, fuſſiez vous 
dix mille, je ſuis votre tres fidele ſerviteur. j 


8 The late duke of Newcaſtle. + Famous for curing deafneſs. 
LET- 


. 
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LETTER LXXII. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 15, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, ENS 


IN the firſt place I make my compliments to my god- 
ſon, who, I hope, ſucks and ſleeps heartily, and evacuates 
properly, which is all that can yet be defired or ex- 
pected from him. Though you, like a prudent father, 
I find, carry your thoughts a great deal farther, and 
are already forming the plan of his education, you have 
ſill time to conſider of it ; but yet not ſo much as peo- 
ple commonly think, for I am very ſure that children are 
capable of a certain degree of education, long before they 
are commonly thought to be ſo. At a year and a half 


prehend the injuſtice of torturing flies and ſtrangling 
birds; whereas they are commonly encouraged in both, 
and their hearts hardened by habit. There is another 
thing, which as your family is, I ſuppoſe, conſtituted, 
may be taught him very early, and fave him trouble and 
you expence, I mean languages. You have certainly 
ſome French ſervants, men or maids, in your houſe. 
Let them be chiefly about him, when he is ſix or ſeven 
months older, and ſpeak nothing but French to him, 
while you and Madame Dayrolles ſpeak nothing to him 
but Engliſh ; by which means thoſe two languages will be 
equally familiar to him. By the time that he is three 
years old, he will be too heavy and too active for a maid 
to carry, or to follow him; and one of your footmen 
muſt neceſſarily be appointed to attend him. Let that 
ſootman be a Saxon, who ſpeaks nothing but German, 
and who will of courſe teach him German without any 
trouble. A Saxon footman coſts no more than one of 
any other country, and you have two or three years to 
provide yourſelf with one upon a vacancy. German 
will, I fear, be always a uſeful language for an Engliſh- 
man to know, and it 1s a very difficult one to learn wy 

| Other 


old, I am perſuaded that a child might be made to com- 
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other way than by habit. Some filly people will, I am 
ſure, tell you that you will confound the poor child ſo 
with theſe different languages, that he will jumble then 
all together and ſpeak no one well; and this will be true 
for five or fix years; but then he will ſeparate them ot 
himſelf, and ſpeak them all perfectly. This plan, Iam ſure, 
is a right one for the firſt ſeven years; and before the ex- 
poiration of that time, we will think farther. | 

My boy has been a good while at Hanover: he 
Kiſſed the King's hand, which was all I expected or de- 
fired. Viſage de bois, you take for granted, et c'etoit dan; 
tes formes. But the Duke of Newcaſtle has been moſt ex- 
ceſſively kind and friendly to him; had him always to 
dine with him even en famille... * * am real- 
ly moſt extremely obliged to the duke of Newcaſtle, and 
will ſhew him that I am ſo, if ever I have an opportunity, 
He is now gone to Brunſwick, and from thence goes to 
paſs the carnival at Berlin : he will kiſs your hands at 
Bruſſels in March or April, unleſs an election of a king of 
the Romans ſhould call him to Frankfort ; for I cannot 
help thinking, notwithſtanding what I read in the'news 
papers, and what you hint in your laſt, but that there 
will be a king of the Romans elected before it is long. 
That affair has been too eagerly and publicly purſued, 
to be now dropped without ridicule 'and diſgrace. At 
bottom, the court of Vienna muſt earneſtly wiſh it, and 
its pretended indifference was merely to throw the whole 
expence upon us. We have been haggling all this time 
about it with the court of Vienna, which,. I ſuppoſe, will 
at laſt be prevailed with to do ſomething, and we ſhall, 
according to cuſtom, do all the reſt. The eleCtors, who 
are to be paid for it, as thoſe of Palatine and Cologne, 
will be paid in a few ducats, and a great many guineas. 

I leave my hermitage at Blackheath next week for Bath, 
where I am to bathe- and and pump my head; but [ 
doubt it is with deaf people as with poets, when the head 
muſt be pumped, little good comes of it. However, 
I will try every thing, juſt as I take a chance in every 
lottery, not expecting the great prize, but only to be 
within the poſſibility of having it. My compliments to 
madame Day rolles. Adieu, mon cher enfant. f 


L E T. 
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LETTER ILIXXV. 
TO THE SAME. 
Bath, OR. 7. 1782. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Ber ORE this packet will reach you, another little 
round packet of mine probably will; I mean Mr. Stan- 
hope, who, by a letter of the 26th of September, which 
have juſt received from him from Hanover, acquaints 
me, that he is ſetting out to make his court to you at 
Bruſſels. I know your friendſhip for me too well to 
want any new proofs of it; and therefore I do very ſeri- 
ouſly inſiſt, whatever either your friendſhip to me, or 
your attention to him, might otherwiſe make you intend, 
that you do not make him lodge in your houſe. Let 
him be your gueſt at dinner or ſupper, as often as you 
pleaſe, but very poſitively no longer. A diſſipated young 
fellow of twenty is a very improper piece of furniture in 
a regular family. In ſhort, en un mot comme en mille, all 
ceremony apart, I will not have him lodge in your houſe. 
Au reſte, I put him entirely into your hands, do whatever 
elſe you will with him. Thruſt him into company. Pray 
inform him a little of the affairs of the Barriere and tarif, 
which are not of a ſecret nature; and inform me truly, 
and de bonne foi, how you find him now. Has he better air, 
addreſs, and manners, than when you ſaw him laſt ? I beg 
of you to reprimand him ſeriouſly if he has not. As being 
mine, look upon him as your own; as I ſhould look upon 
my godſon as mine, being yours, were he with me, and of 
an age to be rebuked and reprimanded for his good. 

I have been here now juſt a week, bliſtering, pumping, 
and drinking; by all which I think I have gained a little, 
though very little as to my hearing. | 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


Vor. III. R | L E T- 
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LETTER IV 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, OR. 18, 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Your laſt letter of the 6th, and my laſt of the 10th, 
croſſed one another ſomewhere upon the road; for I re- 
ceived yours four days after I had ſent mine. I think! 
rather gain ground, by the waters and other medicines : 
but if I do, it is but flowly, and by inches. I hear the 
perſon, who fits or ſtands near me, and who directs his 
voice in a ſtrait line to me, but I hear no part of a mixed 
converſation, and conſequently am no part of ſociety, 
However I bear my misfortune better than I believe moſt 
other people would ; whether from reaſon, philoſophy, 
or conſtitution, I will not pretend to decide. If I have 
no very chearful, at leaſt I have no melancholy moments. 
Books employ moſt of my hours agreeably, and ſome few 
objects, within my own narrow circle, excite my atten- 
tion enough to preſerve me from ennui. 

The chief of thoſe objects is now with you; and I am 
very glad that he is, becauſe I expect, from your friend- 
ſhip, a true and confidential account of him. You will 
have time to analyſe him; and I do beg of you to tell 
me the worſt, as well as the beſt, of your diſcoveries. 
When evils are incurable, it may be the part of one 
friend to conceal them from another ; but at his age, 
when no defect can have taken ſo deep a root as to be 
immoveable, if proper care be taken, the friendly part 
is rather to tell me his defects than his perfeCtions. | 
promiſe you, upon my honor, the moſt inviolable ſecre- 
cy. Among the defects, that poſſibly he may have, | 
know one that I am ſure he has; it is indeed a negative 
fault, a fault of omiſſion, but ſtill it is a very great fault, 
with regard to the world. He wants that engaging ad- 
dreſs, thoſe pleaſing manners, thoſe little attentions, that 
air, that abord, and thoſe graces, which all conſpire to make 
that firſt advantageous impreſſion upon people's . 

We whi 
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which is of ſuch infinite uſe through the whole courſe of life. 
[tis a ſort of magic power, which prepoſſeſſes one at firſt 
ſight in favour of that perſon, ' makes one wiſh to be 
acquainted with him, and partial to all he oy and does. 
| will maintain it to be more uſeful in buſineſs than in 
love. This moſt neceſſary varniſh we want too much: 
pray recommend it ſtrongly. *_ *. As | Apt oe 

He has, I dare ſay, told you, how exceedingly kind the 
duke of Newcaſtle was to him at Hanover, fer he wrote 
me word with tranſport of it. Faites un peu valorr cela, 
when you happen either to ſee or to write to his grace, but 
only as from yourſelf and hiſtorically. Add too, that 
you obſerve that I was extremely affected with it. In 
truth, I do intend to give him to the, two brothers from 
their own, and have nothing elſe to aſk of either, but 
their acceptance of him. In time, he may poſſibly not 
be quite uſeleſs to them. I have given him ſuch an edu- 
cation, that he may be of uſe to any court, and I will 
give him ſuch a proviſion, that he ſhall be a burthen to none. 

As for my godſon, who, I aſſure you without compli- 
ment, enjoys my next warmeſt wiſhes, you go a little too 
faſt, and think too far beforehand. No plan can poſſibly 
be now laid down for the ſecond ſeven years. His own 
natural turn and temper fnuſt be firſt diſcovered, and 
your then ſituation will and ought to decide his deſtina- 
tion, But I will add one conſideration with regard to 
theſe firſt ſeven years. It is this: Pray, let my godſon 
never know what a blow or a whipping 1s, unleſs for 
thoſe things for which, were he a man, he would deſerve 
them; ſuch as lying, cheating, making mifchief, and 
meditated malice. In any of thoſe caſes, however young, 
let him be moſt ſeverely whipped. But either to threaten 
or whip him, for falling down, bepiſſing himſelf, or not 
ſtanding till to have his head combed and his face waſhed, 
is a moſt unjuſt and abſurd ſeverity ; and yet all theſe are 
the common cauſes of whipping. This bardens them to 
puniſhment, and confounds them as to the cauſes of it; 
for, if a poor child is to be whipped equally for telling a 
lye, or for a ſnotty noſe, he muſt of | courſe think them 
equally criminal. Reaſon him, by. fair means, out of all 
thoſe things, for which he will not be the worſe man; 
and flog him ſeverely for thoſe things anly, for which the 
law would puniſh him as a man. | SAP, 
| R 2 I have 
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I have ordered Mr. Stanhope to paſs ſix weeks in Flan. 
ders, making Bruſſels his head quarters. I think he can. 
not know it as he ſhould do in leſs time; for I would haye 
him ſee all the conſiderable towns there, and be acquainted 
and faufile at Bruſſels, where there is a great deal of 
good company, and, as I hear, a ed, polite court,— 
From thence he is to 7 to Holland for three months. 
Pray, put him au fait of the Hague, which nobody can 
do better than you. I ſhall put him into Kreuningen's 
hands there, for the reading, and the conſtitutional 
of the republic, of which I would have him moſt tho- 
roughly informed. If, by any letters, you can be of uſe 
to him there, I know you will, I would fain have him 
know every thing of that country, of that government, 
of that court, and of that people perfectly well. Their 
affairs and ours always have been, and always will 
intimately blended ; and I ſhould be very ſorry that, like 
nine in ten of his countrymen, he ſhould take Holland to 
be the republic of the ſeven united provinces, and the 
ſtates-general for the ſovereign, Mars a force d'ttre ſourd 
je deviens bavard, (deafneſs makes me loquacious,) ſo a 
good night to you with madame Dayrolles; and I think 
that is wiſhing you both very well. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 
CHESTERFIELD, 
————— — ͤ ꝗ—6-᷑rn— 


L ET T E R LMVI. 


8 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, OR. 25, 175% 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Have this inſtant received yours of the 19th. If you 
are not partial to what belongs to me, I will hope, by 
your account, that your little friend is improved in his 
air and manners; there was undoubtedly great room for 
it. If he does not divert himſelf ſo well at Bruſſels, as 


from the reputation of - Bruſſels one might expe, 7 
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will only have the more time to inform himſelf of the 
very many things, that he ought to know relatively to 
Flanders. I am as much obliged to you for your inten- 
tions to lodge him in your hotel, as if he were actually 
lodged there; but I do ſeriouſly and earneſtly inſiſt that 
he be not your lodger. When he comes even to London, 
he ſhall not lodge in my houſe, though it is full big 
enough to hold him ; but youth and ſpirits never do well 
under the ſame roof with age and gravity. Do not think 
from this, that I call you an old fellow. God forbid! 
but you will allow yourſelf to be ſomething older, and 
rather graver, than a boy of not quite one and twenty. 

I think I gain a little ground by pumping my head, and 
by all the other operations which I undergo here; but it 
is very little. Adieu, mon cher enfant. 


Yours faithfully, 


C. 


...... ͤ—u2— . . * 
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ro THE oAMe 
12 | Bath, Oc. 30, 1733. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, © | 


. yp *% * © 
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I Am very ſure that you are much more concerned than 
Jam, at the accident,” that happened between you and 
marquis de Botta, relatively to my boy. My greateſt 
concern ariſes from the apprehenſions, that it may poſſibly 
affect you at that formal court: if it does not, there is 
no harm done. You conducted yourſelf in the whole 
affair, with all the prudence of a man much leſs iraſeible 
than you naturally are, eſpecially where your friends are 
concerned. As for the boy himſelf, people in his fitu- 
ation muſt ſometimes expect diſagreeable things of that 
nature; and I have made uſe of this incident in my letter 
to him, to ſhew him how neceſſary it is for him to coun- 


ledge, 
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ledge. He has deſired to go again to Paris; which! 
have very willingly conſented to, as he is received there 
in the beſt companies, and employed by Lord Albemarle 
in the moſt ſecret correſpondence.— This incident makes 
me ſtill more defirous than before, that the duke of 
Neweaſtle's propoſal for him may take place (a); which 
together with his being in parliament, as he will be in the 
next, will put an end to all theſe diſcuſſions. Adieu; 
have pelted you lately with ſo many letters, that you 
= be afraid, for ſome time, of every poſt from Eng. 
Puoours moſt affectionately and ſincerely, 


L E T.T E R LXXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 14, 1752. 
DEAR DATROII ES. 


I Returned here yeſterday from Bath, the better in my 
health, but little ſo in my hearing, for the ſtay I made there. 
The bathing, and pumping my head, did me a great deal 
of good at farſt ; but I gradually loſt what ground I had gain- 
ed, and am now juft as deaf as when I went there. Thus 
deaf, and not having been four and twenty hours in town, 
you will eafily judge that I have ſeen little, and heard 
leſs. 8 9 Wk I SE. 46S A 

Your little friend and ſervant is at Paris, where he will 
continue three or four-months longer, and where I hope he 
will learn more manners and attentions, -- If I can get him 
into this parliament for any of the vacant. boroughs, Iwill; 
andithat, as you juſtly obſerve, will remove all difficulties; 
but-I fear they are all engaged. I am hurried at preſent by 
viſits and ceremonies, though, thank God, not by buſineſs 
ſo muſt abruptly wiſh you all well, and tell you that I am 
moſt fincerely - 40 bs; 

Tab | 1% oy] Yours;: 


(a) The appointment to the place of reſident at Venice, which, 
after all, the king refuſed 10 grant to Mr, Stanhope, See Memoirs, 
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L E T T E R LXXIX. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, Feb. 16, 1753. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Ir is true that I have been long ſilent, and am, con- 
trary to cuſtom, two letters in your debt. I would have 
paid better, had my ſpecie been better; but it is really fo 
bad, that it would be both impudent and fraudulent in 
me to pretend to give it currency. But ſince you will 
take it, for the ſake of him, whoſe image and infcription 
it wears, you ſhall have it, and with my wiſhes that it 
were better. _ 4 CER Fs 
I grow deafer, and conſequently more 7/olt from ſociety 
every day. I can now ſay of the world as the man in 
Hamlet, bat is Hecuba to me, or I to Hecuba * My beſt 
wiſhes, however, will attend my friends, though all my 
hopes have left me. I have in vain tried a thouſand 
things, that have done others good in the like cafe, and 
will go on trying, having ſo little to loſe, and ſo much to 
get. The chapter of knowledge is a very ſhort, but the 
chapter of accidents is a very long one: I will keep dip- 
ping in it ; for ſometimes a concurrence of unknown and 
unforeſeen circumſtances, in the medicine and the diſeaſe, 
may produce an unexpected and lucky hit, But no more 
of myſelf ; that ſelf, as now circumſtanced, being but a 
diſagreeable ſubject to us both. 

I am very glad to hear that my godſon flouriſhes. I 
hope he is very noiſy and very active, which, at his age, 
are the only ſymptoms of health and parts. 

| believe you are not at all ſorry, for in your caſe I know 
I ſhould not, that your great men have taken your negoci- 
ations out of your hands. It ſecures you miniſters of a 
ſubordinate rank from any blame, in whatſoever manner 
the negociations may be concluded, if ever they are con- 
cluded at all. The credit or the blame will be theirs, the 
appointments ex attendant are yours. Adieu, my dear 
Dayrolles. I am, moſt warmly and affectionately, 


Yours, 
Fan -G 
L E T- 
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LETTER LXXX. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, March 13, 195, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


+ + + * * * I THINK it is very lucky for you 
inferior miniſters, that thoſe de la premiere volle have 
taken the work off your hands ; for the blame, which 
always exceeds the honor in thoſe affairs, will be theirs 
too. A good tariff, if we can get one, would be a good 
thing; but for the barrière, I could wiſh that there were 
no treaty at all, and that the Dutch would, as they ea- 
ſily might, make their own interior barriere impenetrabl 
and leave the care of Flanders entirely to the houſe o 
Auſtria, who would, in. that caſe, take care of it, not- 
withſtanding all they give out concerning it, as that it is 
an expence to them, and only of uſe to the maritime 
powers, They know the contrary, and they know that 
it is the ſingle point of union between them and the ma- 

ritime powers, a connection which they would be very 
ſorry to loſe. That haughty houſe ought to be made 
ſenſible, that the money and the fleets of the maritime 
powers are more neceſſary to them, than their land forces 
are to the maritime powers, 'The late Duke of Marl- 
borough, for his own private intereſt, laid the foundation 
of our ſubſerviency to the court of Vienna, Upon the 
ſame principle, the late king carried it an, till, upon private 
pique in the year 1925, he ran into the other extreme, 
and, by the treaty of Hanover, more abſurdly threw him- 
ſelf into the arms, and conſequently into a dependency, 
of the houſe of Bourbon. England ought to be the 
friend, but neither the ſlave nor the bubble, of the houſe 

pf Auſtria ; we have nothing to fear but from the houſe 
of Bourbon. | | | 

Hanover is frightened by the King of Pruſſia's ordering 
an encampment at Magdebourg, which he does only to 


Count, now prince Kaunitz, and Count Bentinck, who repaired 
Mn thi 
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occahon, but to as little purpoſe as the commiſſa- 
frighten 
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frighten them, for he dares not touch them, even ſhould 
we take one of his Embden ſhips, which I dare ſay we 
ſhall not. He is a great deal too wiſe to attack Hanover, 
without being be N- ſure of ſome things, which 
Jam ſure that he cannot be ſure of. He muſt be ſure, that in 
conſequence of ſuch a meaſure, the two empreſſes will not 
fall upon both ends of his dominions, and he muſt be as 
ſure, that France will effectually aſſiſt him. He is ſure of 
no one of theſe things : he is certainly an able man, and 
therefore I am ſure that he will be quiet. 

But what have I to do, my dear Dayrolles, either to 
talk or think of theſe matters, which long ago renounced 
by choice, and am now unfit for from neceſſity ? And 
what is public life. to me, who am cut off from all the 
comforts even of ſocial ? This political excurſion, which 
is un refte de P homme d'affaires, (the remains of the man of 
buſineſs) puts me in mind of Harlequin's making ſeveral 
paſſes againſt the wall, par un reſte de bravoure, (from a 
remainder of bravery.) 

By your account, madame de Mirepoix has had one 
fine night on't : could I have ſuch a one for my ears, as 
ſhe has had for her whole head, I ſhould prefer it to the 
beſt night I ever paſſed in my life; but ſleep is now the 
only buſineſs, and the only hope, of my nights. It is 
my greateſt comfort, for it baniſhes the thoughts of my 
deafneſs, and my deafneſs in return renders my. ſleep leis 
liable to interruption. | 
Your little friend will come here from Paris in about a 
month.  #% * 93 00 TT Myc 0 --& 
My compliments to madame Dayrolles ; and lay by a 
ſtock of them for my godſon, to deliver to him, when he 
ſhall be willing or able to receive them. 


Fours moſt affectionately, 
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LET TER E 
TO THE SAUER. 


7 London, April 6, 1753. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, | 

. © @£: +, *' * HERE is a comte de Paar 
arrived from Bruſſels, who brought me a letter from my 
old friend, and your preſent ally, monſieur Van Haaren 5. 
He dines with me to-morrow, though God knows that, 
deaf as I am, I am very unfit to do the honors of either 
my own country, or my own houſe, to foreigners. He 
ſeems to be a very good fort of man, without Ja morgue 
Autrichienne, (the Auſtrian pride.) 8 
I am now, for the firſt time in my life, impatient for 
the ſummer, that I may go and hide myſelf at Blackheath, 
and converſe with my vegetables d’ d gal, which is all 
that a deaf man can pretend to. I propoſe to migrate 
there in about three weeks, and idle away the ſummer, 
without fearing, or wiſhing, the return of winter, Deaf 
as I am, I would not change the interior quiet and tran- 
quility of my mind, for the full poſſeſſion of all the ob- 
jets of my former purſuits. - I know their futility, and 
I know now, that one can only find real happineſs within 
one's ſelf, Adieu, my dear friend. 151 

Yours affectionately, 


— — a 
LETTER LXXXII. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, May 25, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Suſpended the courſe of my letters for ſome time, 
from mere compaſſion to you. Dull they muſt be from 
one, who has neither we ae nor pleaſure, and whoſe 
fancy muſt conſequently ſtagnate, Our friendſhip only can 


4 The Dutch miniſter at Bruſſels, 
| make 
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make them either worth writing or reading. and it is up- 
on that principle only that this goes to you. I hope it 
will find you, madame Dayrolles, and oy godſon, all 
well; Iam ſure I ſincerely wiſh it. 

I go next week to Blackheath for the whole ſummer, if 
we are to have any, there to read and faunter in quiet. 
That place agrees with my health, and becomes my pre- 
ſent fituation. It employs my eyes, my own legs, and 
my horſes agreeably, without having any demand upon 

my ears, ſo that I almoſt forget ſometimes that I have 
loſt them, 

„ „ arrived lere laſt Saturday, bin I have not ſeen 
him, and very probably ſhall not; for I believe he will 
not ſeek me, and I ſeek nobody. Some ſay that he is 
come over to tranſact great and important affairs; but 
others ſay, and I have ſome reaſon to think with more 
truth, that he is come parce qu'il boude, (becauſe he pouts) 
2nd threatens with retiring from — bat 


Good night, 
| Yours ſincerely, 


* 
- 4 ” 
- * 
- 
E 4 A 4 
o 


L E T 1 E R LXXXI. 
TO THE SAME. | 
Blackheath, June 22, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Ir is very true, that I am very well in health: but T 
can aſſure you that my deafneſs is much more than a 
thickneſs of hearing, and that I am very far from being 
a ſocial animal. I will never be an unſocial one, however, 
and I will wiſh my fellow- creatures as well as if I hea rd 
them. I have natural good ſpirits to ſupport me under 
this misfortune, and philoſophy 2 not to grieve 
under any, that I cannot remove, bodily pain excepted 
of which, thank God, I have had as ſmall a ſhare as an 
body of my age, perhaps even a ſmaller, My only ſo- 
ſciety 
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ciety is the perſon, who, for the time being, fits near me. 
It is a great ſatisſaction to me to reflect, that I retire 
from buſineſs to the comforts of a quiet and private life, 
before my unfortunate deafneſs reduced me to the neceſ. 
fity of doing it, or it would never have been thought 
choice, had it been ever ſo truly ſo, the generality of man. 
kind not having the leaſt notion of giving up power or 
profit, * 1 = * 3 8 * $$ , 

I hope my godſon and madame Dayrolles's ſon will 
divert part of her grief for the loſs of her father; and it 
is her duty to think more of one, to whom her attention 
is both uſeful and neceſſary, than of one, to whom al] 
grief is unavailing. Wile people may ſay what they will, 
but one paſſion is never cured but by another: grief cannot 
be talked away, but it may and will be inſenſibly removed 
by other objects of one's attention. You ſhould, therefore, 
put my godſon much in her way, and talk to her conſtantly 
upon his ſubject. Au refte, your precaution about him is, 
I hope and believe, very unneceſſary, though eventually 
very prudent, You will probably live, till he will want 
no guardians. In the courſe of nature, not to mention 
my ſhattered'conſtitution, I probably ſhall not; but how- 
ever, in the uncertainty of events, I accept that mark of 
your friendſhip and confidence, which you propoſe givin 
me, and promiſe you in return, that, ſhould the caſe 
exiſt, which I both hope and believe will not, I will take 
the ſame care of my godſon, that I would, were he my 
own ſon. But, as I am utterly ignorant of all pecuniary 
affairs, I could rather wiſh, that you would appoint pro- 
per truſtees for the care of his fortune, and me only guar- 
dian of his perſon and education. 

[ ſuppoſe he now aims at ſome words, and, conſider- 
ing the compoſition of your family, I ſupoſe in various 
languages : all the better, let him go on with all the lan- 
guages of Babel, if he pleaſes, Engliſh, French, Flemiſh, 
and German ; for though he will certainly jumble and 
confound them now, he will as certainly dibrouiller them 
hereafrer, and it will be ſo much clear gain for him, 
without any trouble, Pray, let him neither be chid nor 
whipped for any childiſh trick, but reſerve chiding 


and whipping for his firſt deliberate act of obſtinacy 
whipping for bc 
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falſhood, or ill- nature, and then do it to the purpoſe. I 
am perſuaded that a child of a year and a half old is to be 
reaſoned with. 

The bill, which paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for the naturalization 
of the Jews, and which was a very right one, makes a 
ftrange noiſe among the generality of the people here. 
Many really think it, and many pretend to think it, cal- 
culated and intended for the deſtruction of the Chriſtian 
religion in this kingdom, which they tell you will become 
the new Jeruſalem, and be not only inhabited, but go- 
yerned by the Jews. Among the thouſand abſurd and 
ſcurrilous pamphlets, letters, and advertiſements, thar 
have been publiſhed upon this occaſion, there has been 
but one good conceit, and that I think has ſome humor 
init. It is an advertiſement inſerted lately in the even- 
ing poſt, as from a ſurgeon, who takes the liberty to in- 
form the public upon this occaſion, that he has a fine 
hand at circumciſion of adult perſons as well as children, 
and that he performs that operation with little pain and 
no danger to the patient, and at the moſt reaſonable 
rate. E SAS ES 60-00: SH @:0.,.0;.0 2 +S «> 

From a hermitage, this is, I think, a very long letter 
and full of news. You may very probably think the letter 
too long, and the news too old; but I will conclude it 
with a piece of much ſtaler and older news, which you 
have known theſe twenty years, that I am, 

affectionately and ſincerely, 


Yours, 
| C. 


— — 
LET TRR . LXXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, Aug. 16, 1953- 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Yo U very much over-rate an office of friendſhip, 
which I both hope and believe it will never be in my power 
to perform. There is little probability, I had almoſt ſaid 

poſſibility, 
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poſſibility, that my ſhattered carcaſe, with twenty. years 
more over my head, ſhould ſurvive. your ſtrong and 
healthy conſtitution, in the meridian of your life. But 
ſhould the unaccountable chapter of accidents determine 
otherwiſe, you may depend upon my taking all the care 
of my godſon, that his mother would take, and at the 
fame time with all the ſtriftneſs, that a father ought to 
uſe. I owe you much more than that, in return for your 
conſtant friendſhip and attachment to me, in all times 
and upon all occaſions, ſince our firſt acquaintance. With 
regard to myſelf, I might have added the epithet ſingu- 
lar; for I have not met with the ſame return from many 
others, for whom I have done much more. I forgive 
them, becauſe it is the general way of the world ; but 
then that reflection endears thoſe to one the more, who 
have virtue enough to deviate from it. | 

The good biſhop of Waterford *, fingular too in the 
goodneſs and tenderneſs of his heart, is now here with 
me, but ſets out to-morrow for Ireland. He was charmed 
with your reception of him at Bruſſels. He gives me a 
good account of the health and ſtrength of my godſon, 
and tells me what, begging your pardon, I am not ſorry 
to hear, that the reſemblance of his mother is predomi- 
nant. If you are angry at me for this, complain to ma- 
dam Dayrolles, who probably will not; and fo I ſhall 
have one friend in the family ſtill, * #* * * * * * 

I ſhall bring your little friend into the next parliament. 
In the mean time, I ſhall re-export him, for he ſhall not 
idle and ſaunter about the town of London next winter. 
He goes in about three weeks, firſt to Holland for a month 
or ſo, and from thence to the three electoral courts of 
Bonn, Manheim, and Munich, where there are never 
any Engliſh, for that is my great object. He has con- 
verſed with them but too much in France, where they 
now ſwarm. 

As ſoon as I have diſpatched him, I ſhall ſet out for 
Bath, and try what a ſecond boiling and pumping will 
do for me. Within theſe laſt three weeks I am grown 
much deafer, without being able to aſſign any other 
cauſe for it than the natural progreſſion of ills. I! fat 


® Dr. Chenevix. | * 
patienter;, 
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patienter 3 and whether deaf, dumb, or blind, I ſhall al- 
ways be, my dear Dayrolles, 8 


Mot faithfully yours, 
ug >a 
—  — — — — — — — ——— 
LEST KM LEE 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 16, 1753- 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


As! know that you intereſt yourſelf more in what is 
perſonal to myſelf than in what only relates to others, I 
delayed anſwering your laſt, till after my return from 
Bath, when I could give you ſome account of myſelf. It 
is not ſuch a one as we could wiſh ; for though the wa- 
ters have done a great deal of good to my general ſtate 
of health, they have not done me the leaſt in the eſſen- 
tial point of deafneſs, I am full as deaf, conſequently 
full as abſurd, as ever. I give up all hopes of cure; [ 
know my place, and form my plan accordingly, for I 
ſtrike ſociety out of it. I muſt ſupply its place as well as 
I can, with reading, writing, walking, riding, garden- 
ing, &c. though all theſe together ſtill leave a great void, 
into which wearineſs and regret will ſlip, in ſpite of all 
one's endeavours to baniſh them. But enough of this 

diſagreeable ſubject. Wie 
Yeſterday the parliament met; and the Duke of New- 
caſtle, frightened at the groundleſs and ſenſeleſs clamors 
againſt” the Jew-bill paſſed laſt year, moved for the repeal 
of it, and accordingly it is to be repealed. * *'* ® 
Things are very quiet here, excepting the univerſal 
drunkenneſs of the whole people of England, which is 
already begun by way of preface to the approaching 
elections. Parliament ſtock riſes extremely; and one 
man, 


— —— 
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man, an Eaſt-India director, I think, has bought the 
whole borough of * * *, which conſiſts of ninety 
at fifty guineas a man. This, by the way, is not reckon. 
ed a very dear bargain neither. The fury of this war iz 
chiefly whig againſt whig, for the tories are pretty much 
out of the queſtion ; ſo that, afrer the new parliament 
ſhall be choſen, the greateſt difficulty upon the admini- 
ſtration will be, to find paſture enough for the beaſts 
that they muſt feet. 
My plantation is of a very different nature from yours, 
and is all confined to my little ſpot of earth at Blackheath, 
which I now cultivate with as great eagerneſs, as ever 
did any other ſpot in my life. I have turned my green- 


© houſe into a grape-houſe, which, with the help of a little 


fire, ſupplies me with an immenſe quantity of muſcat grapes, 
and as ripe as I pleaſe to have them, the climate depending 
wholly upon my orders. Theſe two little bits of garden, zels 
gue vous les avez vits, ſupplied me laſt ſummer with a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of the beſt fruits I ever eat. Such are now the 
quiet amuſements of your retired, deaf, and inſignificant 


Friend and ſervant, 
C. 


—— RR 
LETTER LXXXVI 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 1, 1754 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y OU fine gentlemen, who have never committed the 
fin or the folly of ſcribbling, think that all thoſe, who 
have, can do it again, whenever they pleaſe ; but you 
are much miſtaken : the pen has not only its moments, 
but its hours, its days of impotence, and is no 
more obedient to the will, than other things have _— 


— 
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Gnce the fall. Unſucceſsful and ineffeQual attempts are 
alike diſagreeable and diſgraceful. It is true, I have no- 
thing elſe to do but to write, and far that very reaſon, per- 
I ſhould do it worſe than ever; what was formerly 


Though I keep up a certain equality of ſpirits, better I 
believe than moſt people would do in my unfortunate 
ſituation, yet you muſt not ſuppoſe, that I have ever that 
flow of active ſpirits, which is ſo neceſſary to enable one 
to do any thing well. Beſides, as the pride of the human 
heart extends itſelf beyond the ſhort ſpan of our lives, 
all people are anxious and jealous, authors perhaps more 
ſo than any others, of what will be thought and ſaid of 
them, at a time when they cannot know, and therefore 
ought not reaſonably to care, for either. Notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe difficulties, I will confeſs to you that I often 
ſcribble, but at the ſame time proteſt to you that I almoſt 
as often burn. I judge myſelf as impartially, and I hope 
more ſeyerely than I do — and upon an appeal from 
myſelf to myſelf, I frequently condemn the next day, 
what I had approved and applauded the former. What 
will finally come of all this I do not know ; nothing, I 
am ſure, that ſhall appear, while I am alive, except by 
chance ſome ſhort trifling eſſays, like the Spectators, upon 
ſome new folly or abſurdity that may happen to ſtrike 
me, as I have now and then helped Mr. Fitz-Adam in his 
weekly paper called the World. 

The Iriſh part of the world, I take it for granted you 
have heard, 1s in the utmoſt confuſion, and I now — 
and the more becauſe I cannot foreſee, the conſequences 
of it. The beginning of the whole affair was only the 
old queſtion, who ſhould govern the government ; this 
produced violent perſonal piques and acrimony, and con- 
ſequently formed, and animated, parties. While theſe 
parties avowed and confined themſelves to perſona] views, 
it ſignified little to the public which prevailed ; but now 
the affair is become national, and conſequently very ſe- 
tous. The ſpeaker's' party, which is now, by the ill 
management of others, become the majority of the 
houſe, deny the king's right to the ſurpluſes of the Iriſh 
revenue, and, in conſequence of that principle, have re- 
jected a bill for the application of them, becauſe the 
council here had inſerted, and rightly, in the preamble 
Vor. III. 8 | of 


- 


an act of choice, is now become the refuge of neceſſity. 
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of the bill, theſe words, by and with the conſent of bis . 


jefty. It is believed, that the houſe of commons vil 
| IDES 2 


1 to ſome perſonal vote. 


his only is certain, that the duke of Dorſet is making 
what haſte he can to come over here, and will not, nor 
cannot, go back again. Various ſucceſſors are talked of, 
but I believe no one fixed. Some talk of lord Holder- 
neſſe, who, in that cafe, they ſay, is to be ſucceeded in 
the ſecretary's office, by the ſollicitor general, Murray, 
Others talk of lord Winchelſea, as recommended by lord 
Granville, and this I think not improbable ; but ſome, 
who go deeper, name the duke of Bedford, and this, ! 
think, by no means impoſſible. 

This is the ſeaſon of welbbred lyes indifcriminately, 
told by all to all ; profeſſions and wifhes unfelt and un- 
meant, degraded by uſe, and profaned by falſhood, are 
laviſhed with profulion. Mine for you, Mrs. Dayrolles, 
and my godſon, are too honeſt and fincere to keep ſuch 
company, or to wear their dreſs. Judge of them then 
yourſelves, without my ſaying any thing more, than that 
] am moſt heartily and faithfully yours, 


C. 


LET TE R  LAXXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 1, 1754- 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Have been lately very ill, and am ſtill far from being 
very well. My complaint was a goutiſn rheumatiſm, or 
a rheumatic gout; its principal ſeat was in my right arm, 
of which I loft the uſe for three weeks; but it viſited all 
the other parts of my body by turns, not excepting MY 
head and ſtomach. The weather was then ſo very cold, 
that I was confined to my room above a month, and great 
part of that time to my bed. I am now free from par, 
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and got abroad again, if going chiefly to take the air in 
my coach can be called going abroad ; but what with the 
diſtemper itſelf, and the great, though neceſſary, evacu- 
ations, I am ſtill very weak, and extremely diſputed, 
Mais d quelque choſe malbeur eft bon, dit on; for probably this 
weak ſtate, joined to my former deafneſs, will procure 
me the pleaſure of ſeeing you and yours at Bruſſels, in 
about two months time. The learned inſiſt upon my go- 
ing to Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, which, they promiſe me, 
will reſtore my health and ſpirits, and perhaps relieve my 
deafneſs, if it proceeds, as both they and I believe it 
does, from that flying goutiſh humor. Were it only to 
prolong the fag end of my tattered life, I am ſure I 
would not take the trouble of this journey; but I under- 
take it merely in the hopes of making the remainder of * 
my life, be it what it will, more eaſy and comfortable. 
If it will but do that, it is allTaſk; and for that I would 
go any where. Pleaſures are over with me; negative 
health and quiet are the only remaining objects of my 
wiſnes. At this moment, I know that you are allotting 
me a bed- chamber in your houſe, and reſolving to write 
to me to inſiſt upon my taking up my quarters there. 
But as I am very ſure, that theſe intended offers are not 
the reſult of form and ceremony, but of real friendſhip, 
Iwill, with the ſame truth and ſincerity, tell you, that 
if you would have me eaſy, asI am ſure you would, you 
muſt let me ſleep at an inn in Bruſſels. I will breakfaſt, 
dine, and ſup with you, and I will make uſe of your 
coach to carry me from my inn to your houſe, for I wilt 
ſet my foot in no other, and back again; but it has been 
my rule, for theſe forty years, .never to be in a friend's 
houſe, when I could be at an inn, it being ſo much more 
convenient to both. This preliminary being thus fixed, 
| hope to ſup with you at Bruſſels, ſome day of the laſt 
week in April, becauſe I would be at Spa the firſt week 
in May, that I may get away from thence before the 
faſhionable ſeaſon begins, which is about the middle of 
July. Pray mention this ſcheme of mine to no mortal 
Iving, becauſe that, like ſome great German prince, 
though not for the ſame reaſons, I will, as far as poſſible, 
keep the ſtricteſt incagnito. I have done with the world, 
and with thoſe who are of it; and any civilities, which 
S 2 they 
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they might ſtill ſhew me, would only diſtreſs me, and 
mak me feel more ſenſibly my inability of either return. 
ing or hearing them. I know comte de Lannoy ang 
others at Bruſſels; but, in my preſent ſituation, I ſhoulq 
dread to ſee them; and I hope I ſhall have all Spa to my- 
ſelf, and my friend and doctor Garnier, who goes along 
with me, during our reſidence there. 

I am too much 1/olt, too much ſecluded from either the 
buſy, or the beau monde, to give you any account of ei- 
ther. The accounts of my own microcoſm I have given 
you; a ſcurvy one it is, much ſhattered and decayed; 
but the heart, that ſtill animates it, is, moſt ſincerely and 
faithfully, 

Yours, 
C, 


— — H— * 


LETTER IXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 2, 1754 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


« + + * * * THE preliminaries for our meeting 
at Bruſſels have been ſooner and better ſettled, than thoſe 
for the tarif and barrière were. I am to find myſelf with 
ſleep, and you are to find me with every thing elſe, that 
is, you are to treat, you are to furnifh the matter, and I 
am to digeſt it as well as I can. A propos, this ſuggeſts to 
me a little commiſſion, which you muſt allow me to trouble 
you with. I ſhall not carry my cook with me to Spa, 

th for my own ſake and his. He is a very good cook ; 
but as he has no ſettled averſion to drinking, he would 
find bad wine and bad company very cheap there, and be 
ſpoiled. Befides he would tempt me with things which, 
as I am reſolved not to eat of, I am determined not to 
ſee, while I am at Spa. I wiſh, therefore, that you could 
find me at Bruſſels an humble marmizon, tournebroctr, 

of 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK U. LET. LXXXVII. 26. 


or other animal, who could roaſt and boil decently, and 
do nothing more. If you can find ſuch a being, pray 
engage him for me, at ſo much certain a week, including 
wages, board wages, and every thing, from the goth of 
this month. As, in going to Spa, I ſhall ſtay but one 
whole day and two nights at Bruſſels, I think I need not 
take any other name for privacy's ſake. For let who will 
know of my arrival, as to be ſure comte Lannoy muſt, 
ne bougeant de chez vous 1 ſerai d Fabri des viſites, (not 
ſtirring from your houſe I ſhall eſcape viſits.) 

You have heard, no doubt, of the very many removes 
at court, occaſioned by Mr, Pelham's death, more, I 
believe, than were ever made at any one time, unleſs in 
a total change of miniſtry, which is by no means the 
caſe at preſent, the power being continued, and in my 
opinion more ſecurely than ever, in the ſame hands. I 
will not therefore repeat to you what you have 'already 
found in the news-papers, and the office letters. Still 
leſs will I trouble you with the millions of abſurd reaſon- 
ings, and ſpeculations, of the uninformed, and almoſt 
always miſtaken, volunteer politicians. But, when we 
meet, I will tell you the few things, that have acciden- - 
tally come to my knowledge, and that I have reaſon ta 
believe are true. This in the mean time is certain, that 
the parliament will be diſſolved next Saturday, and that 
the writs for the new one will be iſſued on the Tueſday 
following, the gth. After which day, till forty days af- 
terwards, you may depend upon it, that much the greater 
— of this kingdom will be uninterruptedly drunk. My 

y will be choſen without the leaſt oppoſition or trouble. 
* * * It was abſolutely neceſſary for him to be in par- 
liament. He is now at Manheim, and is to come to me 
at Spa, from whence, in our return to England, he will 
kiſs your hands at Bruſſels, I flatter myſelf that he will 
do in the houſe of commons, where les manieres, les atten» 
lions, et les graces, are by no means the moſt neceſſary 
qualifications, Good 24 | | 


Yours molt faithfully, 


C. 


L E v. 
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L ET TER LXXXIX, - 


ro THE SAME. 
| a) London, April 23,1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


W ERE I to anſwer Mrs. Dayrolles's compliment ag x 
fine gentleman, I would tell her that prudence forbids me 
to ſtay more than one day at Bruſſels, that more would 
be too dangerous, and that even the recovery of my 
health would not make me amends for the loſs of my 
liberty. But to anſwer more in character, that is as a deaf 
old fellow, I muſt tell her the truth, which is, that loving 
eaſe and quiet as I do, I tranſport myſelf with as much 
unwillingneſs as any convict at the Old Baily is tranſport- 
ed, and I prefer it only as the leſſer evil of the two. My 
ſtay abroad will conſequently be as ſhort as my health, 
the object for which I go, will poſſibly allow, for I con- 
feſs that my impatience to return to my cell at Black- 
heath is extreme; and I muſt be there by the middle of 
July at fartheſt —Formerly J did not much diſlike the 
Tartar kind of life, of camping from place to place, but 
now there is nothing that I diſlike ſo much. Moreover 
I can'aſſure you, that both Mrs. Dayrolles's lungs and 
yours will have exerciſe enough in one day, with a deaf 
man, to be very willing to part with him the next. To 
bring things as near preciſion as I can, I will tell you, that 
I ſhall leave London next Sunday morning, and conle- 
quently-be at Dover that night. From thence it is pro- 
bable I ſhall get to Calais ſomeſtime the next day, and from 
Calais it is certain that it is at moſt three days journey 
to Bruſſels; ſo that in all likelihood J ſhall get there on 
Thurſday, and the yery moment J do get there, I ſhall 
pay my duty, as due, to the Britiſh miniſter. - 

I had almoſt forgot to trouble you with another little 
commiſſion, though a neceſſary ' one: it is to engage 
a valet ge place for me, to go with me from Bruſſels to Spa, 
and to ſerve me during my ſtay there, and till my return 
to Bruſſels, at ſo much a day certain for wages, board- 
Wages, rags, &c. There are always ſuch animals to be 

6 9 — " >. As -..omv x TY ' p 
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had, and I need not have troubled you with ſo frivolous 
a commiſſion, but that I would much rather have one 
who will not rob me, than one who will; and ſome of 
your ſervants are more likely to procure me ſuch a one, 
than the people at the inn. I ſhall tire you ſo ſoon with 
my company, that I will ſpare you in writing, and bid 
you abruptly good night, 


* „ 


— ——— — 
„„ 
TOTHE SAME. 


Spa, June 4, 1754- 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| PEE perſuaded that lord Holderneſſe's ſilence was 
merely accidental and not intended as a civil refuſal of 
your requeſt, which I dare ſay will appear, by his anſwer 
to your private letter. In that caſe, I ſhall have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you here, * F © *® If you 
come you ſhall have excellent beef and mutton, and 
every thing elſe extremely bad ; for theſe are, as lord 
Foppington ſays, a moſt barbarous raee of people, ſtap 
my vitals! Moſt of the neceſſaries and conveniencies of 
life are abſolutely unknown to them; one ſtrong inſtance 
of this is, that the old invention of a pair of bellows has 
never yet been heard of in the principality of Liege, but 
inſtead of it a maid, with an exceeding ſtrong breath, as 
you will eaſily believe, blows the fire through the broken 
barrel of an old gun, 51430 

Ten thouſand thanks and compliments from me to 
Mrs. Dayrolles, for the trouble ſhe has taken to execute 
thoſe commiſſions herſelf, which I only intended for her 
maid. My benediction to my godſon, and my ſincere 
ſentiments of Joye and friendſhip to yourſelf; and fo 


good night, 1 
L E f. 
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TO THE SAME. 


Spa, June 12, 1754, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


N OTHING is changed in my arrangement as to this 
place; and I believe that you are very ſure that nothing is, 
as to my deſire of ſeeing you here or any where. I will 
complete my two months, however unwillingly, in this 
deteſtable place, that I may have nothing to reproach 
myſelf with when I leave it, which will be about the 15th 
or 18th of next month. You ſhall have good beef here, 
and ſuper-excellent mutton, one entire ſheep weighing 
but fix and twenty pounds. You ſhall alſo have admira- 
ble champaign and rheniſh; every thing elſe is as deteſt- 
able as the place or the company. 
Pray make my compliments to my old and good friend 
your aunt, and to all others at the Hague, who may 
chance to remember and inquire after fo inſignificant a 

being as 
Your faithful ſeryant, 0 


LETTER XCI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Auguſt 1, 1754 
DEAR DAYROLLES, = 


A Thouſand thanks to you and Mrs. Dayrolles, for 
your kind and friendly reception at Bruſſels, and your 
company at Spa. As thoſe ſentiments are the firſt in my 


mind, my firſt letter from England ſhall convey them, 
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My journey home would have been as good as I could 
have wiſhed, had I not been immediately preceded by 
lord and lady Cardigan, who, travelling with fix and 
thirty horſes, ſometimes left me none, but at beft tired 
ones. However I ſcrambled to Calais about noon on 
Sunday, where I found the wind directly contrary, but 
polite ehough to change exactly at the time I wanted 
it the next morning, and to waft me to Dover in leſs than 
five hours. From thence I ſet out for my hermitage, 
and arrived here on Tueſday evening, ſafe and ſound, 
my ears excepted. This, I find, is my proper place; 
and I know it, which people ſeldom do. I converſe with 
my equals, my vegetables, which I found in a flouriſh- 
ing condition, notwithſtanding the badneſs of the weather, 
which has been full as cold and wet here as we had at 
Spa, I wiſh I could ſend you ſome of my pine-apples, 
which are large and excellent ; but without magic that 
cannot be done, and I have no magic. Contentment 
is my only magic, and, thank God, I have found out 
that art, which is by no means a black one. 

I have neither heard nor aſked for news ; and ſhall 
certainly tell you none, when I tell you that I am, moſt 
faithfully and affectionately, : 


Yours, 


G 


LETTER XA. 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1754 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . 


(Cour my letters be leſs dull, they ſhould be 
more frequent; but what can a deaf vegetable write 
to amuſe a live man with ? Deaf and dull are nearer 
related than deaf and dumb. This, though the worſt, 
not all that hindered me from acknowledging your 
alt ſooner, for I have been very much our of 2 
er 
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der this laſt fortnight, with my uſual giddineſſes in m 

head, and diſorders in my ſtomach ; ſo that I find the Spa 
waters gave me but what the builders call a half repair 
which is only a mere temporary vamp. In truth, all the 
infirmities of an age, ſtill more advanced than mine 
crowd in upon me. I muſt bear them as well as! can; 
they are more or leſs the lot of humanity, and TI have no 
claim to an excluſive privilege againſt them. In this ſitu- 
ation, you will eaſily ſuppoſe that I have no very plea- 
ſant hours ; but on the other hand, thank God, I have 
not one melancholy one; and I rather think that my phi- 
loſophy increaſes with my infirmities. Pleaſures I think 
of no more ; let thoſe run after them that can overtake 
them, but I will not hobble and halt after them in vain, 
My comfort and amuſements muſt be internal ; and, by 
good luck, I am not afraid of looking inwards.—Some 
reading, ſome writing, ſome trifling in my garden, and 
ſome contemplation, concur in making me never leſs 
alone than when alone. But this letter runs too much 
into the moral eſſay of a folitaire, Changeons de thi/e (let 
us change the ſubject.) | 

I ſhall go to London in November, upon the account 
of lady Cheſterfield, and even of my ſervants, who, not 
having the reſources that I have, would be very miſera- 
ble here in the winter. The difference will be but little 
to me, it would be great to them, which, in my mind, 
9 it a ſocial duty. 

I reckon that my godſon now begins to chatter, and 
confound two or three languages. No matter; they are 
ſo much clear gain to him, and in time he will unconfound 
them of himſelf, 

had a letter two days ago from lord Huntingdon, 
who ſeems very ſenſible of your civilities, and charmed 
with thoſe he received from prince Charles of Lorraine, 
and comte Cobentzel & Pray aſſure the latter of my re- 
ſpects. I like and honour him extremely. I need not 
ſurely make any compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. Nor 
will [ prophane our friendſhip with any, but tell you 
heartily and honeſtly that Iam 4 
L | Faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 
Her imperial Majeſty's miniſter plenipotentiary at that time in the 


Low Countries, 
LET: 
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V0 © 1 KK ITY; 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 17, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Received your laſt, while at Bath, from whence J ar- 
rived here a few days ago. The waters did me a great 
deal of good, as to my general ſtate of health; but I grow 
deafer and deafer every day, by the natural progreſſion of 
all ills with age. As I know my ill to be incurable, I bear it 
the better, from a philoſophy of my own, very different 
from moſt other people's; for while I have both hopes 
and fears, I am anxious; but when I have no hopes, I 
take my party and am eaſy. N 

[ have now a moſt important commiſſion to trouble 
you with, it is no leſs than to receive eighteen thouſand 
pounds ſterling for me at Bruſſels ; that is, when the lot- 
tery there ſhall be drawn, in which I have three tickets. 
One of them is unqueſtionably the great prize. The num- 
bers of my three tickets are 66694, 66695, 66696. I 
think I am very modeſt in only deſiring one prize in three 
tickets. Ir is true that it is the great one, but then I 
leave you the five or fix next beſt, which are more than 
equivalent to mine; and as all the drawing depends, I 
preſume, npon you and Cobentzel, I hope you will take 
care of yourſelves and your friends. If you chuſe to have 
the great prize for my godſon, I will give it up to him, 
but to nobody elſe. In all events, pray have my above- 
mentioned numbers examined, after the drawing of the 
lottery, and let me know my good or ill fortune. I ſhall 
bear either with great moderation. 

Our miniſterial affairs here are ſtill in great confuſion. 
It is ſaid, they will be ſettled, during the receſs of the 
parliament at Chriſtmas ; but if they ſhould, which J 
much queſtion, that ſettlement will, in my opinion, by 
no means be a laſting one. It would take up reams of 
paper to relate to you the various reports and conjectures 
of our {peculative politicians here; and therefore I will 

| only 
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only give you my own ſhort conjecture, upon what little 
I ſee and hear myſelf. I think I ſee every thing gravitating 
to Fox's center, and I am perſuaded that in ſix months 
time he will be the miaiſter. 8 

My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles ; et adieu, mon cher 
am. 5 


LETTER XCV. 


TO THE SAME. 


: London, Feb. 4, 1955. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


D E AF men and dead men differ very little except in 
one point, which is, that letters from the dead would be 
very curious, and probably very inſtructive ; whereas 
thoſe from the deaf muſt neceſſarily be very dull. Were 
I dead, and allowed to write, you ſhould hear from me 
much oftener, as my letters would be like thoſe of the 
miſſionary Jeſuits, curieyſes et 6difiantes (a), and well worth 
the poſtage, though it would probably be conſiderable, 
car il y a bien loin de ce pais-Id, (as the diſtance is great.) 
But being only deaf, crazy, and declining, I conſider 
both your time and your purſe, which would be but ill 
employed in reading, and paying for, ſuch letters as mine. 

Notwithſtanding my ſtate of ignorance and folitude, 
J dare ſay you will expect ſome news from me, now that 

ou read every day of fitting out great fleets, and raiſ- 
ing additional troops. Itis true, that we are equipping a 
very great fleet, which is to be commanded by lord An- 
ſon, and three other admirals; and we are raiſing ſome 


(a) Theſe are occaſional accounts of the tranſactions of the Jeſuits 
ſent out to different parts of the world, for the eonyerſion of the 
heathen to their Chriſtian religion, which uſed to be publiſhed in 
French at Paris, and conſiſt of about forty volumes in octa vo. Amidſt 
an immenſe quantity of traſh, ſtories of wonderful events, encomiums 
of their zeal and addreſs, miracles performed, chriſtenings by ſtealth 
of infants and dying people, of their ſufferings, perſecutions, &c. 4 
good deal of information, about the natural hiftory of the gountries, 


ns well as the manners and characters of the jababitants, may be 
picked up from theſe relations. | 


regiments 
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regiments of marines, in order to man it, which other- 
wiſe we found that we could not. From all theſe warlike 
preparations, . the public 1s convinced that we ſhall have 
a war; but Iam by no means ſo. I cannot fee that it is 
the intereſt, nor can I believe that it is the inclination, of 
France, at this time, to bring on a general war; and [ 
am very ſure that we are abſolutely unable to ſupport one. 
| am, therefore, perſuaded, that we are reciprocally en- 
deavouring to intimidate each other, and that all this 
levee de bouclier (bluſtering) will end quietly in referring 
our American diſputes to commiſſaries de part et d autre, 
who will decide and ſettle them, much about the time 
that the tarif and the barriere ſhall be finally determined. 
Should we really come to hoſtilities in America, with ad- 
vantage on our part, monſieur de Maillebois would very 
probably make another journey to Lower Saxony ; in which 
cafs a ſecond neutrality would be too dangerous either to 
accept or refuſe, which is another reaſon why I think, that 
the dilemma will, if poſſible, be avoided. And indeed, 
upon the whole, I wiſh it may, conſidering our national 
debt, and the two very fore places, which we have, in 
Lower Saxony and the Highlands of Scotland. Another 
little circumſtance, which ſeems to favour my pacific opi- 
nion, is the late haſty nomination of lord Hertford to the 
French embaſſy, and the _— he is in to go there. A 
Frenchman who is now here, le comte d'Eſtaing, ſaid the 
other day, Pardieu, meſſieurs, ce ſeroit bien ridicule de faire 
caſſer la tete 8 dix mille hommes pour quelques douzaines de cha- 
peaux, (it would be abſurd to have ten thouſand men 
knocked on the head for a few dozen of hats,) alluding to 
the caſtors of North America. | 
The earl of Briſtol is appointed envoy to Turin, to 
watch the motions of that court, in the room of the earl 
- Rochford, who is ſent for home to receive the gold 
ey. 3 
In parliament, things go very quietly this ſeſſion. Fox 
has evidently the lead there. Mr. Pitt rather hints, than 
declares, oppoſition. Legge is diſcontented, but hlently 
ſo. The parliament is to be prorogued at Eaſter, and his 
majeſty will ſet out for Hanover the day afterwards, He 
is to be attended, as I am informed, only by Sir Thomas 
Robinſon. 
For 


J 
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For un reclus, un ſolitaire, un ſourd, I think TI have given 
you a great deal of news; at leaſt I am ſure I have given 


you all I have, and no man, you know, can do more. 
E- 0 & DV S TO VOY GW. WM 


Yours, 


LETTER ONT 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May, 2, 1755. 
'DEAR DAYROLLES, 


W HAT can a deaf hermit write? The repetition of 
my affection and friendſhip for you would be as dull, as 
I am perſuaded it would be unneceſlary ; you are either 
convinced of them already, or you never will be fo, 
Would you have news? Mine is always ſtale ; and though 
] was the introducer of the new tile, in all thoſe matters 
I go by the old, and am at leaſt eleven days behind-hand. 

I could tell you, but I will not, that the king failed 
from Harwich laſt Monday; but I can tell you, and will, 
that the duke of Cumberland and Mr. Fox are appointed 
of the regency ; the conſequence of which new meaſure, 
] preſume, you can tell yourſelf. Peace and war ſeem 

et ſo uncertain, that nobody knows which to expect. — 

he people in general, who always wiſh whatever they 
have not, wiſh for a war; but I, who have learned to be 
content with whatever I have, wiſh for the continuation 
of peace. My country-folks think only of the new world, 
where they expect to conquer, and perhaps will, but I 
cannot help dreading the contrecoup of thoſe triumphs in 
the old one. I have ninety-nine reaſons againſt a land 
war in Europe; the firſt of which being that we are not 


able to carry it on, I will not trouble you with the mw 
3 — 95 ou 


— 
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You have certainly heard of, and probably ſeen, * * * 
extraordinary motion which he made in the houſe of lords, 
juſt before the riſing of the parliament, when it could not 
poſſibly have any good effect, and muſt neceſſarily have 
ſome very bad ones. It was an indecent, ungenerous, 
and malignant queſtion, which I had no mind ſhould 
either be put or debated, well knowing the abſurd and 
improper things, that would be ſaid both for and againſt 
it, and therefore I moved the houſe to adjourn, and fo 
put a quiet end to the whole affair, As you will imagine 
that this was agreeable to the king, it is ſuppoſed that I 
did it to make my court, and people are impatient to ſee 
what great employment I am to have, for that I am to 
have one they do not in the leaſt doubt, not having any 
notion that any man can take any ſtep, without ſome 
view of dirty intereſt. I do not undeceive them. I have 
nothing to fear, I have nothing to aſk, and there is nothing 
that I will or can have. Retirement was my choice ſeven 
ears ago: it is now become my neceſſary refuge. Black- 
eath, and a quiet conſcience, are the only objects of my 
cares. What good I can do as a man and a citizen, it is 
my duty, and ſhall be my endeavour, to do; but public 
life and I are parted for ever. | 

To-morrow I go to Blackheath for the whole ſummer, 
if we have one. That little hermitage ſuits beſt with my 
inclinations and fituation ; it is there only that I do not 
find myſelf deplace. My little garden, the park, reading 
and writing, kill time there tolerably ; and time is now 
my enemy. 

My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. My godſon, I 
ſuppoſe, by this time, chatters a Babel language of Eng- 
liſh, French, and Flemiſh : ſo much the better, eff 
autant de gagne, et avec Page il debrouillera ce petit chaos, 
(it is clear gain, and in time he will unravel that little 
chaos.) Good night. 


Yours faithfully, 


LE T- 
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LETTER KXCVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 10, 1955. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Ir was my exxui, and not my amuſements, could I now 
have any! that occaſioned my long ſilence ; depend upon 
it, nothing elſe could or ſhould. I break daily, my friend, 
both in body and mind, their union being very intimate; 
ſpirits conſequently fail, for they are the reſult of health; 
and I cannot ſay that, ſince I am here, I have had three 
days together uninterrupted health. Sometimes ſtrong 
returns of my inveterate giddineſſes, ſometimes convulſive 
diſorders in my ſtomach, always languor, weakneſs, and 
liſtleſſneſs. I find that I am got half-way down hill, and 
then you know the velocity increaſes very conſiderably. 
But what is to be done ? nothing but patience. Whatever 
the pureſt air, conſtant moderate exerciſe, and ſtrict re- 
imen can do, I have here ; but they ſerve only to pro- 
long, for a little time, an irkſome fituation, which my 
reaſon tells me, the ſooner it is ended, the better. My 
deafneſs is extremely increaſed, and daily increaſing ; 
this cuts me wholly off from the ſociety of others, and 
my other complaints deny me the ſociety with myſelf 


which I propoſed when I came here. I have brought. 


down with me a proviſion of pens, ink, and paper, in 
hopes of amuſing myſelf, and perhaps entertaining or in- 
forming poſterity, by ſome hiſtorical tracts of my own 
times, which I intended to write with the ſtricteſt regard 
to truth, and none to perſons, myſelf not excepted. But 
have not yet employed my pen, becauſe my mind re- 
fuſed to do its part; and in writing, as well as in other 
performances, whatever is not done with ſpirit and 
deſire, will be very ill done. All my amuſements 
are therefore reduced to the idle buſineſs of my little 
garden, and to the reading of idle books, where the 
mind is ſeſdom called upon. Notwithſtanding this 
unfortunate ſituation, my old philoſophy comes to my 

aſſiſtance, 
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aſſiſtance, and enables me to repulſe the attacks of me- 
lancholy, for I never have one melancholic moment. I 
have ſeen and appraiſed every thing in its true light, and 
at its intrinſic value. While others are outbidding one 
another at the auction, exulting in their acquiſitions, or 
grieving at their diſappointments, I am eaſy, both from 
reflection, and experience of the futility of all that is to 
be got or loſt. 
But tre&ve de refleftions morales, (too much of moral re- 
flections.) A man may be too ſober as well as too drunk 
to go into company, and his philoſophical refleCtions may 
be as troubleſome in one caſe, as his extravagancy in the 
other. | | | 
Well then, we will hope, you warmly and I coolly, 
that great things are reſerved for us in the fifth and laſt 
claſs of this lottery ; but if fortune will take my advice, 
though ladies are ſeldom apt to take the advice of old 
fellows, ſhe will transfer whatever ſhe intended to you 
or me to my godſon. SS. 0. 2; A. DB 
The preſent ſituation of neither peace nor war is, to be 
ſure, very unaccountable, and I cannot help fearing, that 
we ſhall be the dupes of it at laſt. Surely we, I mean 
our miniſters, ought to have known, before this time, 
which of the two the French really intended, and, if 
they meaned peace, to have had it concluded, or, if they 
meaned war, to have given them the firſt blow at ſea 
for if, inſtead of that, you give them time to augment 
their marine, while you keep yours at an immenſe and 
uſeleſs expence, I believe they will be more explicit with 
you next year. The clamor at our inaction is univerſal 
and prodigious, people deſiring ſomething for their mo- 
ney. From that, and many other concurring cauſes, 
the next ſeſſion will be a very boiſterous one. 3 
Adieu, my dear Dayrolles: lady Cheſterfield's and 
my compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles, 


Vol. III. —— — LE-T- 
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LETTER XCVII. 


TO THE S AME. 


London, Aug. 15, 1745, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


You inſult my incredulity in your prophecy, and 
triumph in the poſſibility, or, as you call it, the proba- 
bility, of its being fulfilled ; but a little patience, for per- 
haps the diſtreſs, which you flatter yourſelf will happen 
to you, may not, and I will lay you one of our lottery 
tickets, that Mrs. Dayrolles will be up again, before the 
French take poſſeſſion of Bruſſels. They certainly may, 
whenever they will, and therefore ſeem to be in no haſle 
to do it; beſides, can they, with the leaſt colour of juſ. 
tice, invade the queen of Hungary's dominions, becauſe 
captain Howe has taken captain Hocquart in America (a)? 
$1ch a ſtep, as that, is not warranted by any thing, that 
ever read in Grotius or Puffendorf. You will probab! 
{av, that great powers are not apt to trouble themſelves 
about reaſon and juſtice, and that is certainly true, bur, 
in my own opinion, France is at this time neither deſi- 
rous of a general war, nor very fit to carry one on, fo that, 
{ rather think, they will confine their indignation to the 
king, both as king and elector, and attempt to invade 
both England and Hanover. I fear them in neither of 
thoſe caſes. Be eaſy, therefore, till the evil day draws 
much nearer, than it ſeems to be at preſent. 

{ ſhall ſay nothing to you about my own health, 
though]! know that it is not quite indifferent to you; but 
it is really ſo indifferent in itſelf, that it is not worth 
mentioning, for I am never quite well, and the whole 
difference is du plus au moins. I will weather out theſe 
ſix wecks, if I can, and then go to Bath, which is always 
a temporary, but never a laſting, cure; however, ce 
autant de pris ſur Jennemi. | 

if, by chance, you meet with any quantity of ſeed of 
excellent melons, whether canteloupes, or others, pro: 

vided 

(a) He commanded the Alcide, a man of war, belonging to 2 
French ſquadron, conveying troops to America, and taken by captain 


Howe of the Dunkirk, one of the fleet ſent out, under the command 
+: vice-admiral Boſcawen, to oppoſe the deſigns of the French cout. 
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vided they are but very large ones, I ſhall be much 
obliged to you, if you will let me go a dozen or two ſeeds 
with you. I would not have more than what may be 
conveyed in a letter or two. My melon ground is fo 
ſmall, that it will not afford to raiſe little ones, and 1 
muſt make up in ſize what I want in number. I have 
had ſome excellent good, and very large, ones this year, 
from your Sorgvliet ſeed (a). 

How does my godſon go on with his little lingua Fran- 
ca, or jumble of different languages? Fear no Babel con- 


fuſion. L'dge debrouillera tout cela. (Age will unravel 


all this.) 
| hear no news, or there is none; but lyes are ex- 


tremely rife, eſpecially from America, which, I dare ſay, 
was not ſo much talked of, when firſt diſcovered by Co- 
Iumbus, or Veſpuſius Americus, as it is now. But I 
am ſo humble a politician, that I content myſelf with 
wiſhing well to my country, and for the reſt, vogue la 
galetre. But the reſt of my countrymen, and even coun- 
trywomen, are not ſo paſſive; for I am aſſured they are fo 
brim-full of politics, that they ſpill them wherever they 
go. If I had no better reaſon, to lament my deafneſs than 
not hearing them, I ſhould be much eaſier than I am un- 
der my misfortune. Adieu, mon ami. 


LETTER XCIX. 


S008  & & MB. 


Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* * * * THE king is expected to land every 
minute, which, I ſuppoſe, will produce more deciſion 
concerning war or peace than has appeared yet, for at 
preſent there is a kind of a miſt before them, which one 
cannot ſee through. I do not, in the leaſt, fear a war, 
provided it be not in Flanders, where the French muſt 
always make it with infinite advantage, and where the em- 

| - (4-2 preſs 


(a) The late count Bentink's villa, near the Hague, on the road to 


cheveling. 
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preſs queen will not, and our allies the Dutch cannot, 
aſſiſt us effectually. I am therefore very glad to find, 
that the garriſons in Flanders are evacuated, and I hope 
that the Dutch will make a neutrality, fo that there may 
be no field of battle in the ſeventeen provinces, for us to 
be beaten in again. And what what will the French do 
then? At ſea, it is certain that we muſt deſtroy both 
their navy and their commerce. Will they attempt in- 
vading us here again? Let them, they are very welcome, 
that is too contemptible. Will they march an army to 
Hanover? à la bonne beure; (be it ſo) what will become 
of that army after a thirty days march in the deſarts of 
Weſtphalia, eſpecially now that we have ſecured a force 
in that part of the world, ſuperior to any they can ſend? 
Their army will melt away there, faſter than in Bohemia, 
and care will be taken, before their arrival there, to leave 
them even no ponpournicbil (a) to ſubſiſt upon. & #* # 
Your quiet ſituation at Bruſſels will therefore, I hope, not 
be diſturbed ; and in that caſe, I confeſs, I would rather 
have war than peace with France; as the former, if vi- 
gorouſly carried on at fea, muſt greatly check, if not 
deſtroy, their growing navy and commerce. 

A thouſand thanks to you for your melon ſeed, which 
I will ſow and cultivate with great care, in hopes that I 
may give you ſome of the fruit of it next year, in this 
hermitage ; for I think you gave me ſome reaſon to flat- 
ter myſelf, that I ſhall ſee you here next year. In that 
caſe, perhaps, I may fhew you ſome melons much more 
extraordinary than yours, though probably not quite fo 
good ; for I have had a preſent made me, by a Perſian 
merchant of good credit, of a few - melon ſeeds, that he 
brought himſelf from Diarbeck, which was the ancient 
Meſopotamia, and which, he proteſts, produce melons, 
that weigh from ninety to one hundicd and one hun- 
dred and ten pounds each. But, notwithſtanding the 
gentleman's credit as a merchant, I am a little incredulous. 

I go next week to Bath, where, for the time being, 1 
am always well; and that is ſo much clear gain, and 
worth the journey to one, who has not, for theſe 0 

| mon 


(a) A very coarſe kind of hard brown bread, eaten in ſeveral parts 
of Germany, and eſpecially by the poor inhabitants of Weſtphalia. 
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months, been well for four and twenty hours together. 
Beſides, all places are now alike to me, and I can be 
more alone at Bath, that any where. Adieu, my dear 


friend. 
Yours, wherever I am, 


C. 


CET-I-ERN:S 
TY THE SAME 


; Bath, Oct 4 1755, 
DEAR DAYROLLES. 


a * * ** I HAVE been here now juſt a 
week; too little to have found much benefit, but, how- 
ever, long enough to give me reaſon to hope, that I ſhall 
find ſome, for my ſtomach is rather leſs difordered than 
I brought it down with me here. But npon the whole, 
I am, and always ſhall be un pauvre corps, dont il ne 
vaut pas la peine de parler, (a poor wretch not worth men- 
tioning.) 
I think it impoſſible, that the French can inſiſt upon 
more than a neutrality, on the part of the republic of the 
united provinces. Upon what pretence can they? But 
if they ſhould, they cannot invade them, without firſt 
invading Flanders, and bringing the queen of Hungary 
upon their backs, which I cannot think them at preſent 
willing to do. But ſuppoſe they ſhould, they will with 
eaſe over-run all Flanders in a fortnight, ſo that 
where will there be a field of battle left? We can 
'ſend no troops to Holland, that can be of any uſe. The 
Dutch have not enough to oppoſe a French army of 
100,000 men; ſo that, in that caſe, they have nothing to 
do, but ſubir la loi du vainqueur (to yield to the 
conquerors,) But, depend upon it, things will not 
be carried to thoſe extremities, The French, at this 
time, dread a general war. Their miniſtry is weak, and 
their king- weaker; the clergy and the parliament, 
hating 


? 
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hating each other irreconcileably, they have no general 
in whom they have the leaſt confidence; and by the in. 
tereſt they pay, it is plain they want money. From all 
this, and from our inevitable ſucceſſes at fea, ] take it 
for granted that a peace, and a reaſonable one, will 
ſome how or other be jumbled up, in the courſe of ſeven 
or eight months; ſo that, with all your ingenuity in an- 
ticipating misfortunes, I am perſuaded, that your jour- 
ney to England next year will be merely a voluntary one, 
and not a ncceſſary flight from where you now are, | 
The next ſeſſion, which now draws very near, will, I be- 
lieve, be a very troubleſome one; and I really think it very 
doubttul, whether the ſubſidiary treaties, with Ruſha and 
Caſſel, will be carried or not. To be ſure, much may 
be ſaid againſt both, but yet I dread the conſequences 
of rejecting them by parliament, fince they are made. 
But what have I to da with public matters? Moreover a 
man, who has not the whole thread of them, talks of 
them as a blind man does of colors ; for the leaſt circum- 
ſtance unknown often changes the whole thing (a). This 
] know perfectly, that I am truly, 


Yours, 


— — 


LET TER CL 


TO THE Ss AM x. 


* 


London, Dec. 19, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 123 


You will think me very lazy, for that I am ſurg 
is the worſt thing, that you will ever ſuſpe& me of, 
with regard to yourſelf, in having been fo long 
without anſwering your laſt, But it has not been 

| | quite 


— 


(a) That was really the caſe with regard to lord Cheſterfield, who, 
at that time, was totally ignorant of the French courr's alliances with 
the principal powers of Europe, and altered his opinion when he was 
acquainted with them, as appears by the following letters. But the 
fluctuations of mind of great men may be inſtruQtive, and their dreams, 
at leaſt, are always entertaining. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK H. LET. CI. 259 


vite lazineſs, for, ſome few days, buſineſs, and 
for many days, weakne(s, diſpiritedneſs and languor 
would not allow me to put pen to paper; otherwiſe deaf 
people are commonly as frivolouſſy writative as blind 
ple are often frivolouſly talkative : but, when a gene- 
ral diſorder and decay of the body is added to impene- 
trable deafneſs, one becomes too like a dead body to 

write any thing but a codicil. 
Were I, now that I am writing, to pretend to fend 
you but a ſhort account of our tranſactions here, I muſt 
{end you a large folio. The houſe of commons fits three 
or four times a week till nine or ten at night, and ſome- 
times till four or five in the morning, fo attentive are 
they to the good of their dear country. That zeal has 
of late tranſported them into much perſonal abuſe * * * 
Even our inſignificant houſe fat one day laſt week, till 
paſt ten at night, upon the Ruſſian and Heſhan ſubſidiary 
treaties; but I was not able to fit it out, and left it at 
ſeven, more than half dead : for | took it into my head 
to ſpeak upon them for near an hour, which fatigue, to- 
gether with the heat of the houſe, very near annihilated 
me. I was for the Ruſſian treaty, as a prudent eventual 
meaſure, at the beginning of a war, and probably pre- 
ventive even of a war, in that part of the world; but ! 
could not help expoſing, though without oppoſing, the 
Heſhan treaty, which is, indeed, the moſt extraordinary 
one I ever ſaw. It can have no effect; for you are not 
to have the troops till after you do not want them, viz. 
till ſix months after the requiſition made; and after you 
diſmiſs the troops, ſhould you ever call for them, the 
ſubſidy is to be doubled for the remainder of the term. 
It is certain, that his moſt ſerene highneſs is full as good 
at making a bargain, as any Jew in Europe. | 
Places, as you will fee by the news-papers, are empty- 
ing and filling up every day. The patriot of Monday 1s 
the courtier of Tueſday, and the courtier of Wedneſday 
is the patriot of Thurſday, This indeed has more or 
leſs been long the caſe, but I really think never fo impru- 
dently and fo profligately as now. The power is all falling 
from his grace's into Fox's hands, which, you may re- 
member 1 told you long ago, would happen. 


Beſides 


4 
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Beſides theſe diſcords and misfortunes, we live here in 
dread of two others of a very different kind, an invaſion 
from France, and a bricole of the earthquake from Liſbon 
For myſelf I cannot ſay that J have any great appre- 
henſions of either, but of the two, I have more faith 
in the earthquake than in the invaſion, France has 
too often experienced the futility of thoſe attempts. 
But be theſe things how they will, rejourſez-wous ay. 
tant que faire Je pourra, et ſurtout portez-vous bien, car 
il n'y a rien de tel. Adieu, mon ami (Rejoice as much 
as you can, and above all keep in health, for there is 
nothing like it,) Adieu, my friend. | 


2 _—_— — 
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LEFT 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 23, 1756. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Do yourſelf juſtice, and you will ceaſe to wonder at 
either the beginning, or the. continuance, of my friend- 
ſhip for you. I ſoon diſcovered, and have now long ex- 

rienced, the honeſt truth and warmth of your heart. 
Friendſhip, like health, is to be preſerved by the ſame 
means, by which it is acquired, and I believe we ſhall 
neither of us d&mentir (forſake) thoſe means. 

Every thing tends more and more every day to the veri- 
fication of my prophecy ; for in our political balance, 
Fox's ſcale grows heavier and heavier, which every body 
manires. 5 fi F 2#. EL 
We are here in daily expectation of a formal declara- 
tion of war from France, as it ſeems to be the natural con- 
ſequence of the memorial ſent by monſieur Rouille to 
Mr. Fox, through Holland, which perhaps you have ſeen, 
but which no doubt you. have heard the ſubſtance of, and 
therefore I ſhall not repeat it. I am not ſo fond of war, as I 
find many people are. Mark the end ont. Our treaty 
lately concluded with Pruſſia is a fortunate event, and ſe- 
cures the peace of the empire; and is it pots that 

* | 5 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. CII. CIII. 28x 


France can invade the low countries, which are the do- 
minions of the empreſs queen, only becauſe admira] Boſ- 
cawen has taken two of their ſhips in America ? But 
then you will aſk me probably, where can France annoy 
us then ? I ſee but two places; in America, by ſlipping 
over, in fingle ſhips, a conſiderable number of troops, 
and next, by keeping us in a ſtate of fear and expence at 
home, with the threats and appearances of an intended 
invaſion, which, I dare ſay, they will not think proper to 
attempt in reality. In my opinion, our greateſt danger 
ariſes from our expence, - conſidering the preſent immenſe 
national debt. I take it for granted, that the Dutch 
will endeavour to obtain from France a neutrality, and I 
wiſh they may get one; for, I am ſure, they have no 
other ſafety, for they can neither defend themſelves, nor 
can we defend them. They have no longer any bar- 
ricre in Flanders, and Maeſtricht and Bergen-op- zoom 
would not delay their ruin above three months, ſhould 
the French think proper to bru/quer Flanders to get at 
them. 

have been for ſome time, and am ſtill, very much 
out of order, my complaints in my head and ſtomach 
being returned, ſo that I fear I ſhall be obliged to go to 
the Bath this ſeaſon for a month or ſix weeks, which, 
though never a radical cure, is always a palliative for 
ſome ume, and that is autant de pris ſur Pennemi. What- 
ever happens to my ſhattered carcaſe, God bleſs you all. 


Yours faithfully, - -» 
C. 


LETTER CIL 
To THE SAME, 


| London, Feb, 3, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLBES, 


I AM too ſenſible of your affection for me, not to know 
that you will be impatient to hear what is become of 
me, after the account I gave you of myſelf in my haſt. 
This is therefore to inform you, that I am ſomething, 
though 
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though indeed but little, better than I was. I am fit 
exceſſively weak and diſpirited, and do not expect to re- 

in much ſtrength or ſpirits, till I have been a few days 
at Bath, which never fails to vamp me for a time. I] ſet 
out for it to-morrow morning. 

My nephew, fir Charles Hotham, either now is, or 
will be very ſoon at Bruſſels. I recommend him to your 
care, during his ſtay there. I am told by thoſe who 
have ſeen him lately, gu'zl a Pair, et les manieres d'un 
bonntte homme *, but that he is rather of too grave and 
folitary a turn; therefore, pray thruſt him into company 
as much as poſſible, and when you have. analyſed him 
thoroughly, ſend me freely and ſincerely your opinion of 
him. Pray, remember, no lodging in your houſe. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 
CG 


LETTER CIV. 


| 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 5, 1786. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I HAD but one, reaſon for not acknowledging, long 
before now, your laſt letter, which reaſon was that 1 
could not. 1 went, as you know, ili to the Bath; I con- 
tinued ill there, and returned from thence ſtill worſe. 1 
am now very far from being well, and am this moment 
going to ſettle at Blackheath, for the ſake of fleeping in 
a purer air, and more exerciſe, though I believe to very 
little purpoſe ; for, if I do not much miſtake, I think 1 
am very near le bout de mon latin, (the end of my career.) 
In this languid and miſerable ſtate, you will eaſily judge 
that I am little informed of public matters, and muſt 

| | conſequently 


* Honntte homme means no more in the French ſtyle than a man of 
faſhion, 


/ 
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conſequently be little informing, ſo I ſhall not pretend to 
ſend you any news from hence. 

I ſuppoſe that fir Charles Hotham and Tollot (a) are 
by this time at Bruſſels, to both whom I deſire that you 
will make my compliments; and pray tell Tollot, that [ 
received his letter, which 1 will anſwer as ſoon as I am 
able, if ever I am able. 

Do you think of coming over this year with your fa- 
mily, as you intimated when I ſaw you at Bruſſels, or 
will the preſent ſtrange ſituation of affairs keep you there 
this ſummer ? Whatever you do, may it be for the beſt! 
for all happineſs both to you and yours, is molt ſincerely 
wiſhed by, dear Dayrolles, 

Your moſt faithful friend 
and ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LET I FR M. 


TO THE SAME, 


Blackheath, April 3o, 1756. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


[ DELAYED anſwering your kind inquiries after the 
ſtate of my exiſtence, in hopes of being able to have given 
you by this time an account of it more ſatisfactory to us 
both, and I now write theſe few lines, in order not to 
give you a worſe ſome time hence, than I can at preſent. 
In truth, I am in fo miſerable and fluctuating a ſtate, that 
| can in no one hour judge what, nor where, I ſhall be 
the next. 

It would undoubtedly be improper for you to aſk leave 
to come here this ſummer; and were I in your . 

| wou 


(a Dr. Tollot of Geneva, travelling governor to fir Charles Hotham. 
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would ſend for ſomebody from Holland to inoculate the 

children, that operation being, as I am aſſured, now very 

well underſtood there, and frequently performed. 
Adieu, my dear friend; I am moſt truly, 


Yours, 
. 


LE T' T':E R: CVI 


To THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 15, 1756. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Courp give you better accounts of either myſelf 
or the public, I would give you more frequent ones; but 
the beſt, that I can give you of either, are ſuch as will 
not flatter that affection, which I know you have for 
both. We are both going very faſt, and I can hardly 
gueſs which will be gone firſt. 1 am ſhrunk to a ſkeleton, 
and grow weaker and weaker every day. And as for 
my fellow ſufferer the public, it has loſt Minorca, and 
may perhaps ſoon loſe Gibraltar, by a ſecret bargain be- 
tween France and Spain, which 1 have reaſon to think is 
negociating, if not concluded, Our naval Jaurels are 
ee eee, /r ͤ NNE 6 

The French are unqueſtionably maſters to do what 
they pleaſe in America. Our good ally, the queen of 
Hungary, has certainly concluded ſome treaty, God 
knows what, with our, and her old, enemy France. The 
Swediſh and Daniſh fleets are joined, undoubtedly not 
in our favour, ſince France pays both. We have an 
army here of threeſcore thouſand men, 
we cannot pay it another year, ſince the expence of this 
year amounts to twelve millions ſterling ; judge if we can 
raiſe that ſum another year, ® * # # # # # ® 
Theſe are not the gloomy apprehenſions of a ſick man; 


but real ſacts, obvious to whoever will ſee and m_ 
ne 
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One of the chief cauſes of this unfortunate ſituation is, that 
we have now in truth no miniſter ; but the adminiſtration 
is a mere republic, and carried on by the cabinet council, 
the individuals of which think only how to get the better 
of each other. Let us then turn our eyes, as much as we 
can, from this melancholy proſpe&, which neither of us 
can mend, and think of ſomething elſe, ®* # # „ 

I am told that you have an infinite number of Engliſh 

entlemen now at Bruſſels, but I hope you do not put 
yourſelf upon the foot of ſtuffing them with ſalt beef, and 
drenching them with claret; for I am ſure your appoint- 
ments will not afford that expence, and by the way, I be- 
lieve, that in their heatts, they would much rather you 
would let them alone, to be jolly together at their inns, 
than go to your houſe. 

Make my compliments to Mrs, Dayrolles, to my godſon, 
to tutti quanti, in ſhort, who can receive them, for made- 
mo1ſelle cannot yet. Adieu, my dear and faithful friend. 
May you, and all who belong to you, be long happy, what- 
ever becomes of | 


Yours, 


LETTER CVII. 


ro THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, June 24, 1756. 
DEAR. DAYROLLES, | | 


By your laſt of the 18th, I believe it croſſed my laſt of, 
I have forgot what date, upon the road, for I there gave 
you an account of my poor ſtate of vegetation, after which 
you inquire. I ſtill continue to crawl upon the face of the 
earth, but it is like thoſe humble and ſhort-lived vegeta- 
bles, who, ſeemingly conſcious of their condition, crawl 
very near that earth, to which they are ſo ſoon to return. 


% 


[ entirely 
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T entirely agree with you in your reſolution of breed: 
ing up all your fons to ſome profeſſion or other, but, at 
the ſame time, your uſual vivacity carries you much 
too prematurely, to fix their ſeveral deſtinations. You 
muſt not ſo much conſider what you would chuſe for 
them, as what they are likely to ſucceed beſt in ; and that 
cannot be diſcovered theſe ſeven or eight years. It is cer- 
tain that, whether from nature, or from early accidental 
impreſſions in their youth, I will not ſay, it being very 
hard to diſtinguiſh. children, after eight or ten years of 
age, often ſhew a determined preference for ſome parti- 
cular profeſſion, which it would be imprudent for their 
parents to oppoſe, becauſe, in that cafe, they would 
ſurely not ſucceed fo well, or perhaps at all, in any other, 
In the mean time, give them all eventually a good edu- 
cation, ſo as to qualify them, to a certain degree, for 
whatever profeſſion you and they may hereafter agree 
upon; for I repeat it again, their approbation is full as 
neceſſary as yours. Theſe, however, are the general 
rules, by which I would point out to them the profeſſions, 
which I ſhould ſeverally wiſh them to apply to. I would 
recommend the army, or the navy, to a boy of a warm 
conſtitution, ſtrong animal ſpirits, and a cold genius; 
to one of quick, lively, and diſtinguiſhing parts, the 
law; to a good, dull, and decent boy, the church ; and 
trade to an acute, thinking, and laborious one. I wiſh 
that my godſon, for whom you muſt allow me fome de- 
gree of predilection, may take a liking to the law, for 
that is the truly independent profeſſion. . People will only 
truſt their property to the care of the ableſt lawyer, be 
he whig or tory, well or ill at court. | 

Our public affairs are, in my opinion, as bad as poſſi- 
ble, and I turn my thoughts from them as much as ever 
I can. The queen of Hungary will repent, at leiſure, of 
the treaty, which ſhe has concluded in ſuch haſte with 
France. Thoſe two powers never can agree long, and 
when they come to quarrel, it is eaſy to foreſee which 
will have the better of it. She will then call in vain upon 
her old allies, who will probably not be able, and perhaps 
not willing, to aſſiſt her. Adieu mon ami. | 

| believe my brother is with you now; if ſo, pray tell 
him that I writ to him, by the laſt poſt. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CVII. 


TO THE S AM k. 


Blackheath, Sept. 16, 1756. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


IT is true, I have been long filent with regard to you: 
but it is as true too, that when I am ſo, it is becauſe I am 
unable to be otherwiſe. I have not wrote at all, I have 
ſpoke little, and I have thought leſs, for theſe laſt three 
months; the frequency of the attacks in my head and 
ſtomach gave me no time to recover from the weak- 
neſs, langour, and diſpiritedneſs, which they always 


ſtronger than I was ſixty-one years ago, that is at 
one year old. All theſe complicated ills, however, 
have not, I thank God, given me one moment's me- 
lancholy ; and though in a manner they deprive me of 
exiſtence, they do not deprive me of my natural tranquil- 
lity of temper, nor of my acquired philoſophy. So much, 
and too much, pour cetie guenille de corps, (for this inſig- 
nificant body.) 

Sir William Stanhope has given me very good acconnts 
of my godſon, and of la bonne chere de Phitel Dayrolles, 
my knew enough of both before to give him entire 
credit. 

Here is a fire lighted up in Germany, which, I am per- 
ſuaded, I ſhall not live to ſee extinguiſhed ; but of which 
the effects muſt, in the mean time, be dreadful to England, 
conſidering our connection with, and our tenderneſs for, 
certain poſſeſſions in the ſcene of action. The queen of 
Hungary will, I am convinced, repent of her envie de 
femme groſſe (longing) for Sileſia, and her child may pro- 
bably be marked with it. France will finally reap all the 
benefit of this new and unnatural alliance, and make a ſe- 
cond treaty of Weſtphalia, more prejudicial to the houſe 


conſidered by better heads than mine.—My heart is the 
only part worth hanging, that is now left me, and while 


\ 


leave behind them; and I am, at this moment, little 


of Anftria than the firſt. But I leave theſe matters to be 


that 
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that beats, you will have a good part of it; for I am 
truly and affectionately yours, 2 


| | C. 
Pray return my compliments and thanks to the abbe 


Guaſco for his books, which I have read with great 
pleaſure and improvement. | 


—ü— 


LETTER CIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, Nov. 26, 1766. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


As a good Chriſtian, I think one ſhould tell one's ene- 
mies of one's phy ſical ills, to give them pleaſure ; and as a 
good friend, conceal them from one's friends, not to give 
them pain. Upon this principle, I have delayed writing to 
you till now, well knowing the part you take in. what- 
ever good or ill happens to me. I had nothing good to 
tell you, but riens au contraire, and therefore I told you 
nothing. But now I can acquaint you, that I am ſome- 
thing better, and that I have regained a little ſtrength and 
fleſh, of which I had neither when I came here a month 
ago; but I ftill want a great deal more of both, before I 
can either perſuade myſelf or others, of my exiſtence. l 
really believe, that the undiſturbed quiet, which I have 
enjoyed here, and could not have at London or Black- 
heath, has done me almoſt as much good as the wa- 
ters; for which reaſon, though I ſhould not continue to 
drink them, I will continue here till the great hurly-burly 
at court, is in ſome degree over; for, as I am an impar- 
tial and very diſintereſted ſpectator, engaged in no 
cabal or party, all the contending powers inſiſt upon 
telling me their own ſtory, though never with ſtrict 
truth, and then quote me with as little. I ſay nothing to you 
of the late changes at court, which, to be ſure, you know 
as well as I do, and perhaps comprehend as little. 1 
mu 
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muſt be ſome delſous des cartes, ſome inviſible wheels 
within wheels, which, at this diſtance, I cannot gueſs 

* * 828 8 2 2 * * 


. | 
; In theſe ſtrange buſtles, I heartily pity the king, and 
the kingdom, who are both made the ſport of private 
intereſt and ambition. I moſt frequently and heartily 
congratulate and applaud myſelf for having got out of 
that galere, which has ſince been ſo ridiculouſly toſſed, 
ſo eſſentially damaged, and is now ſinking. I now quiet- 
ly behold the ſtorm from the ſhore, and fhall only be in- 
volved, but without particular blame, in the common 
ruin. That moment, you perceive, if you combine all 
circumſtances, cannot be very remote. On the contrary, 
it is ſo near, that; were Machiavel at -the head of our 
affairs, he could not retrieve them ; and therefore it is 
very indifferent to me, what miniſter ſhall give us the 
laſt coup de grace, * Xx „% 

| believe you will not grudge the additional ſixpence 
for the incloſed letter from King P. to king G. It has ſince 
been printed and cried about the ſtreets. It is lord 
Bath's. Adieu, my dear friend. 75 


Tours, 


* 


LN T. TE 


TO THE S AME. 


| London, February 28, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . 


I Have been too long in your debt : but the true reaſon 
has been, that I had no ſpecie to pay you in; and what 
I give you even now, does not amount to a penny in the 
pound, Public matters have been long, and are ſtill, too 
undecypherable for me to underſtand, conſequently to 
relate, Fox, out of place, takes the lead in the houſe of 
commons; Pitt, ſecretary of ſtate, declares that he is no 
miniſter, and has no miniſterial influence. The duke of 

Vol. III. U Newcaſtle 
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Newcaſtle and lord Hardwicke lye by, and declare them. 
ſelves for neither party. Byng is reprieved for a fort- 
night; what will become of him at laſt, God knows: 
for the late admiralty want to ſhoot him to excuſe them. 
ſelves; and the preſent admiralty want to ſave him, in 
order to lay the blame upon their predeceſſors. + 4 
Ihe fright, that your friend Mr. Van-haaren has put 
the Dutch into, by telling them the French army is in- 
tended for Cleves and Gueldres, is a moſt idle alarm. 
They are not of importance enough to be in danger; 
nobody thinks of them now. Hanover is evidently the 
object, and the only rational one, - of the operations of the 
French army; not as Hanover, but belonging to the 
king of England, and that eleftorate is to be a reply to 
the preſent ſtate of Saxony. The fields of Bohemia 
and Moravia will become Golgothas, or fields of blood, 
this year; for probably an hundred thouſand human 
creatures will periſh there this year, for the quarrel of two 
individuals. The king of Pruſſia will, | ſuppoſe, ſeck 
for battle, in which, I think, he will be victorious, The 
Auſtrians will, I ſuppoſe, avoid it if they can, and en- 
deavour to deſtroy his armies, as they did the French 
ones in the laſt war, by harraſſing, intercepting convoys, 
killing ſtraglers, and all the feats of their irregulars. 
Theſe are my political dreams, or prophecies ; for perhaps 
they do not deſerve the name of reaſonings. 

The Bath did me more good than I thought any thing 
could do me; but all that good does not amount to what 
builders call half-repairs, and only keeps up the ſhet- 
ic tered fabric a little longer than it would have ſtood without 
| them: but take my word for it, it will ſtand but a very ht- 

tle while longer. I am now in my grand climacteric, and 
ſhall not compleat it. Fontenelle's laſt words at a hun- 
dred were, Je fouffre d'tre (a) : (I feel the pain of be- 

| „nns ing). 

(a) Lord Cheſterfield: wrote this but fix weeks after the death of 

Fontenelle ; but, as his information of chat celebrated Frenchman 
obſervations on his own death is imperfect, the readers will not be diſ- 
pleaſed to find here a more accurate, as well as fuller, account of hs 
dying words, given us by his countryman M. le Cat in his eulogy of 
that great man: His end was the laſt period of a machine, ſettled 
by the laws of nature, His death was not preceded by any fick- 
** neſs ; nine days before it happened, he perceived a conſiderable di- 
** minution in his ſtrength, and prepared Br his diſſolution, by pet- 


forming the duties of an honeſt man and a chriſtian, It proved. 
. * J however, 
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ing). Deaf and infirm as I am, I can with truth fay the 
ſame thing at ſixty-three. In my mind, it is only the 
ſtrength of our paſſions, and the weakneſs of our reaſon, 

that make us ſo fond of life ; but, when the former ſub- | 
ſide and give way to the latter, we grow weary of being, 

and willing to withdraw. I do not recommend this train 

of ſerious: reflections to you, nor ought you to adopt 

them. Our ages, our ſituations are widely different. 

You have children to educate and provide for, you have 

all your ſenſes, and can enjoy all the comforts both of do- 

meſtic and ſocial life. I am in every ſenſe le, and have 

wound up all my bottoms. I may now walk off quietly, 

neither miſſing nor miſled. Till when, 


Vours moſt ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER CXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 16, 1757. | 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Tus books, which my confrere l' abbé Guaſco has 
ſent from Paris to comte Cobenzel, and he to you, are 
the laſt volumes of the Memorres of Pacademie des belles 
lettres, of which, as you know, I have. the honor to be 
an unworthy member. Thoſe memoires are our -annual 
perquiſites, and they are really not only very entertain- 
ing, but very. inſtructive books. However, I am in no 
manner of haſte ; ſo pray keep them for me, till, with- 
| | 2 | | out 
** howeyer, much ſlower than he expected, which made him ſay three days 
before his laſt : I did not think I ſbould have made ſo much ado about 
Hing. He continued a philoſopher to the laſt, and preſerved the 
full enjoyment of all his faculties. He reflected upon his own ſitua- 
** ation, juſt as he would have done upon that of another man, and 
'* ſeemed to be obſerving a phznomenon. Drawing near his end, he 
** ſaid, This is the firft — I have ever ſcen; and his phyſician having 
** aſked him, whether he was in pain, or what he felt, his anſwer was, 


I feel nothing but a difficulty of exiſling. (Je ne ſens autre choſe 
. qu une difficultè d'etre.) | | 
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out trouble to yourſelf, or any body elſe, you find a con- 
venient opportunity of ſending them to me. Pray make 
my compliments and excuſe to comte Cobenzel, for the 
trouble he has had about them. 

I returned the laſt week from the Bath, where I had 
run for a fortnight only, more for the ſake of journeying, 
which always does me good, than drinking the waters, 
though they always do me ſome ; and both together have 
now made me as well as I ever expect to be, and better 
than probably I commonly ſhall be, But this my pre- 
ſent ſtate is at beſt an intermediate ſtate between health 
and illneſs, with which my philoſophy makes me content. 

Our public ſituation of affairs"is now perhaps more ri- 
diculous and unaccountable than ever; for thoſe who 
would form themſelves into an adminiſtration, cannot, 
Two poſts, which were once thought conſiderable ones, 
which uſed to be ſollicited by many, and wiſhed for by 
more, I mean thoſe of ſecretary of ſtate, and chancellor 
of the exchequer, have been proffered about to a degree 
of proſtitution, and yet refuſed, The late poſſeſſors of 
them were moſt imprudently turned out, before the end 
of the ſeſſion, and thereby become not only the moſt, 


but perhaps the only two, popular men now in this 


kingdom. #* / :S::8 

Where all this confuſion will end God only knows: 
but, for a while at leaſt, I believe, ir will center in Fox, 
who, at the end of the ſeſſion, will, I preſume, be the 
firſt commiſſioner of the {treaſury, and chancellor of the 
exchequer, In that caſe, the duke of Newcaſtle and his 
friends will probably join with Mr. Pitt and his, who 
united will make a ſtrength, that the new miniſtry will 
not be able to withſtand, Ainfi va le monde. (This is 
the way of the world.) | 

This would be the right ſeaſon for you to carry your 
children to the Hague, to be inoculated ; and a very pro- 
per one alſo, I ſhould think, for you to aſk leave to go 
there, as you cannot have any buſineſs now at Bruſſels. | 
look upon inoculation to be ſo uſeful and neceſſary a pre- 
ventive, that I would not delay it one hour. I do not, 
at the ſame time, recommend to you to be inoculated 
yourſelf, though you have never had the ſmall-pox, be- 
cauſe at your time of life, perhaps, it may not be quite 
ſo ſafe, My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles and Co. and 
ſo we heartily bid you good night, 1 K r 
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LETTER on 


TO THE S AM E. 


Blackheath, July 4, 1757. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 HAVE been ſome time in your debt. The reaſon 
of it was, that I waited from week to week, to inform 
you what miniſtry ſhould be finally ſettled, for there was 
one to be ſettled every week, for theſe laſt three months. 
Sometimes the duke of Newcaſtle and Co. were to make 
up matters with Fox and Co, then that plan failed. 
Then Pitt and Co. were to join with Newcaſtle and Co. 
and that broke off. At laſt, after many negotiations, 
breakings off, and reconciliations, things are at laſt fixed, 
as it is called, in the manner you ſee in the news- papers. 
About three weeks ago, Fox was in a manner declared 
the miniſter, to the excluſion of the duke of Newcaſtle 
and Pitt, and the ſeals of the chancellorſhip of the ex- 
chequer were to have been given him the next day. Upon 
this, Holderneſſe reſigned, the duke of Rutland and ſome 
others declared their intentions of following his example, 
and many refuſed the places that were offered them by 
Fox, as the firſt miniſter for thoſe two or three days. 
Upon theſe diſcouragements, Fox went to the king, and 
told him, that it was impoſlible for him, in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, to undertake the management of affairs. The 
king hereupon, though very unwillingly, ſent for the 
duke of Newcaſtle again, and at laſt, after a thouſand 
difficulties, things are as you have ſeen them, by laſt poſt, 
in the . = Ec 0-in$ $3110 
Theſe are only the outlines of what has paſſed: the de- 
-tails would fill reams of paper, which you would not 
have time to read, nor I to write. | 
Whoever is in, or whoever is out, I am ſure we ar 

undone, both at home and abroad ; at home, by our in- 
creaſing debt and expences; abroad by our ill luck, and 
incapacity. The king of Pruſſia, the only ally we had 
in the world, is now, I fear, hors de combat. * 
] loo 
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I look upon to be, by this time, in the ſame ſituation with 
Saxony; the fatal conſequence of which is but too obvi- 
ous. The French are maſters to do what they pleaſe in 
America. We are no longer a nation. I never yet ſaw 
ſo dreadful a proſpect (a). | | 
As Colloredo () and Zöhrn (c) are recalled from hence, 
without taking leave, I ſuppoſe you will receive the ſame 
orders from hence; which muſt be very inconvenient to 
you, „ #* # X #* * 8 
lam rather in a better ſtate than I have been in for ſome 
time paſt ; and as a proof of it, I went poſt thirty miles be- 
| yond York, to make a viſit of four days only to fir Charles 
Hotham, and was back here, at my hermitage, the 
eleventh day. However, you muſt not judge from this, 
that I have recovered my health and ſtrength of ſeven 
years ago; but only that I am a leſs miſerable and uneaſy 
being to myſelf, than I have been theſe laft two years. 
If my body will but let me alone, while it laſts, I am ſa- 
rap i for my mind, I am ſure, will. Adieu, my dear 
riend. ä 


Yours, : 
by 


L ET TER CXIll. 
1 0 THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 1 5. 1957, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . — 


1 HAVE this moment received your letter, and am, 
as you will eaſily believe, much concerned at your preſent 
ſituation, and the more ſo as I know that no man in Eu- 
rope has a quicker ſenſe of diſtreſſes than you have. This 
occurs to me, though problematically, to prevent ſome of 
the inconveniencies you mention. Why ſhould you not 

ſtay at the Hague, till Mrs. Dayrolles is brought to 1 
| | | an 


(a) Subſiſting only in the noble writer's imagination, which was ren- 
dered ſomewhat gloomy by his own melancholy ſituation, and his feel- 
ings for his country. | 1 

(b) The envoy and miniſter plenipotentiary from the Imperial to the 
Britiſh court, | i 

(c) Secretary of embaſſy from the ſame court. 
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and in the mean time have your children inoculated” by 
the profeſſor. Beſides, as the war muſt ſoon now be at an 
end, (for it is evident that neither we, nor our only ally, the 
king of Pruſſia, can carry it on three months longer ;) per- 
- haps you may have a better chance of recovering your old 
employment, or of getting ſome other of that ſort, by be- 
ing ready on the other ſide of the water than on this. All 
that J can do, you are ſure that I will do. I will ſpeak 
ſtrongly to his grace; but whether he can ſerve you, or 
who can, is much above my ſkill to diſcover ; for, in the 
preſent unaccountable ſtate of our domeſtic affairs, no 
man knows, who is miniſter, and who not. We inquire 
here, as the old woman'at Amſterdam did long ago, 
demeure le ſouverain ? (where does the ſovereign live?) 

In my retirement, and with my deafneſs, and other in- 
firmities, I am uſeleſs to you, and to every body elſe ; but 
in my ſentiments, I am not the leſs warmly and faithfully, 


Yours, | 


IR 


EF FRA CNV: 
T © THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 10, 1957. 


I PASS over lightly the arrival of the young lady, to 
congratulate you very heartily upon Mrs. Dayrolles's re- 
covery from pain and danger. My compliments to her 
thereupon. Siren | | 

I am glad that Keith goes ſoon to Ruſſia; he will exe- 
cute his orders, I believe, faithfully, but I wiſh we had 
ſomebody there, who could occaſionally ſoften, or invi- 
gorate, his inſtructions, venture to take ſomething upon 
himſelf, inſinuate rather than propoſe, and, according to 
occurrences, ſay more or leſs than he thinks; but where 
is this man? I am ſure I do not know him. I wiſh the 
king of Pruſſia could and would ſend a very able fellow, 
i 133 | | who 
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who belongs to him, !ncognito to Peterſburgh. It is one 
Cagnoni, who is well acquainted with that court, and is 
believe, the ableſt, and moſt dexterous, agent for that 
ſort of work in Europe. We may flatter ourſelves as much 
as we pleaſe, and be in filly high ſpirits upon trifliag for- 
tunate events, but if we cannot break the alliance, that now 
ſubſiſts againſt us, we muſt be finally undone ; and that 
is as demonſtrable, as it is that three are more than one. 
O, but now we have hopes of Denmark ; fuch hopes, l 
ſuppoſe, as we had very lately of Spain, with whom we 
never were worſe than at that very moment. But take 
my word for it, you will not get Denmark. Que diable 
feroit notre gendre dans cette galere ? (Why ſhould our fon 
in law (a) interfere in this quarrel) ? Will he renounce the 
French ſubſidies, which he now enjoys gratis and quietly, 
and thruſt himſelf in, between Ruſſia and Sweden, to be 
cruſhed by both ? Are we in a ſituation to invite or tempt 
foreign powers to embark in our wretched bottom ? Sure- 
ly not. They are perhaps not convinced that we have 
heads to contrive; but they are very ſure, by experience, 
that we have no hands to execute, R * * # # 
They know our debt, and they know our expence, 
Bernſdorf (b ne s'y laiſſera pas prendre. (Bernſdorf is not 
to be taken in). Our prince of Brunſwick will, I believe, 
have the advantage in the firſt blow, and then how glad we 
ſhall be, in what ſpirits! The poſt afterwards will bring 
an account of Hanover's being put to fire and ſword; and 
then how ſorry, how dejected we ſhall be! + * * 
His grace of Bedford ſeems to paſs his time but indif- 
ferently in Ireland. Our news-mongers here recal him 
from Ireland, and make him lord ſteward, which by the 
way, I dare ſay he will not accept of. They ſend lord 
Holderneſſe in his room to Ireland, where, if he does go, 
the Lord have mercy upon him ! for that machine is fall- 
ing to pieces, let who will go. Then they make lord Ha- 
lifax ſecretary of ſtate in his ſtead, and Dupplin firſt lord 
of trade. Whether this, or but half on't, or none on't, 
be true, I little either know or care. I am but a paſſenger, 
and ſo near my journey's end, that Iam very little inqui- 
ſitive about the remainder of it. I am 


(a) The king of Denmark. This lord Cheſterfield took from Moliere's 
Fourberies de Scapin. Several of this inimitable author's ſentences are 
become proverbs. 


(5) The prime miniſter of Denmark. 
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am very unwell, but not worſe than when I wrote to 
you laſt, This, I am ſure, I am, 
Yours, 


C. 


P. $. This moment I have received the news of the 
king of Prufſia's farther ſucceſſes I am very glad of 
them, but calmly ſo. Whereas I am ſure they will 
make many, I might ſay moſt, people drunk, and mad 
with joy. But the great alliance ſtill ſubſiſts, and that 
is the object that I have always in my mind. I have alſo 
this morning received a letter from the reſident at Ham- 
bourg, (a) in which he tells me, that he has reaſon to be- 
lieve, that he ſhall be ſoon ordered to return here, to 
attend this ſeſſion of parliament. I hope he is miſinform- 
ed; for, in the firſt place, I ſee no probability that his 
ſingle vote can be wanted, as the vigorous proſecution of 
the war, the king of Pruſſia for ever, and down with the 
French, makes all that mob as unanimous as any bear- 
garden mob whatfoever, In the next place, it would 
take the boy from his trade, which he has but begun 
to learn, and ſeems to apply himſelf to, to be ſauntering 
about the ſtreets of London, with all our young farneans. 
Pray, therefore, loſe no time in ſoliciting the duke of 
Newcaſtle and lord Holderneſſe, in my name, that he 
may not be ſent for over this year, unleſs there ſhould 
be ſuch an abſolute neceſſity for one fingle vote, as I am 
{ure I cannot, and as I believe they do not, forefee. 1 
ſhould be very glad, hereafter, to have him find favour 
in his walk of life; but I would firſt have him deſerve 
it, by his diligence and abilities. This winter's interrup- 
tion of his buſineſs, would put him at leaſt three or four 
years back. Therefore again, with my beſt compli- 
ments to the duke of Newcaſtle and lord Holderneſſe, 
tell them that | earneſtly beg it as a favour of them, that 
he may not return this year at leaſt, without a moſt ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. 


C. 


| (a) His fon Mr. Stanhope, then member of parliament for Leſkard 
in Cornwall, | 


LE T- 
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LET TER EA. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 20, 1757, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 1 


* * „ * * I AM afraid ſtill, as I told you in a 
former, of the conſequences of the king of Prufſia's paſ- 
ſionate deſire of taking Breſlaw, not only for the ſake of 
recovering his capital of Sileſia, but of taking prince 
Charles, Daun, and the numerous Auſtrian garriſon; ex- 
actly the cafe of Prague. As to our final ſucceſs upon 
the whole of the war, I abſolutely deſpair of it, and! 
think it muſt neceſſarily end both diſgracefully and diſ- 
advantageouſly for us. Were my three ſchemes execut- 
ed, as I am morally ſure they might be, our terms of 
peace would be ſomething better. I hope we ſhall no 
longer be frightened out of our wits, with the never. in- 
tended French invaſion of this country, which has been 
hitherto puffed by, I know who, and I know why, and 
has crippled all our operations abroad. Is lord Loudon 
recalled as the news-papers ſay? For my part, ſince he is 
there, I would rather continue him, and ſend him poſi- 
tive and unequivocal orders what to do, than ſend a new 
man, who might perhaps get there too late, and might 
then, if a backward one, plauſibly plead his ignorance of 
the ſtate of thoſe affairs, and do nothing at all. # # #* 
Adieu, my friend. 


Yours, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXVI. 
1 0 THE S AM E. 


Bath, Chriſtmas-day, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| HAVE, this moment, received your letter. I firmly 
believe the king of Pruſſia's victory at Liſſa; the account 
of it, to, and from, the two Mitchels (a) muſt, I think 
upon the whole, be true, though perhaps magnified in 
particular parts. I am very glad of it; but ſoberly fo, 
for, to give me joy, I muſt have a great deal more. If 
there has been a battle in the eleCtorate, I will venture to 
propheſy that thoſe who attacked got the better; for 1 
ſuppoſe that monſieur de Richelieu would be wiſe enough 
not to riſk a battle, without a great ſuperiority, and in 
that caſe, if he attacked, I fear we ſhall! be beaten; but 
if he found himſelf in a ſituation, in which he could not 
avoid a battle, and that we attacked him, I think we 
ſhall beat him, But if we do, ſtill mark the end on't. 
The more I think over the three plans mentioned in my 
laſt, the more | think them both neceſſary and practica- 
ble. This, at leaſt, I am ſure of, that they are our laſt 
convulſive ſtruggles, for at this rate we cannot poſſibly 
live through the year 17959. Nous jouons de notre reſte, 
and therefore ſhould puſh it, 4 toute outrance. (This be- 
ing our laſt ſtroke ſhould be a deſperate one.) 
As for the houſe of lords, I may ſay with truth, What 
can I do in that numerous aſſembly, who cannot enjoy 
the company of three or four friends, by the chimney 
corner, or round a table? Can I, or ſhould I ſpeak, 
when I cannot reply? No: quiet is both my choice and 
my lot. The will muſt now ſtand for the deed; 
I ſhall ſincerely wiſh well to my ſpecies, to my country, 
and to my friends, but can ſerve none of them. What 


little offices I can do in private life, I will to my power. 
8 This 


(a) Sir Andrew Mitchel, the Britiſh envoy to the Pruſſian court, 
and Mr, Mitchel, for many years reſident from the king of Pruſſia in 


London, 
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This is the ſeaſon of compliments, conſequently of 
lyes, I will therefore make you none, at ſuch a ſuſpicious 
time. You know, 1 love you, Mrs. Dayrolles, and ali 
who belong to you both : gueſs the reſt, 


' Yours, faithfully, 


— „ 


LETTER CXVIL 


TO THE: .4 ME, 


a Blackheath, June 10, 1763. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


I Heartily congratulate you upon your gout, it is a cer- 
tain cure for all your other complaints. It is a proof 
of preſent riches, and a certain pledge of their future in- 
creaſe. It is a Ggn of long life ; for it is well known 
that every man lives juſt as long after the firſt fit of the 
gout, as he had done before it. 

Though this fit has been a very ſlight and ſhort one, 
it is, however, an earneſt of frequent and beneficial re- 
turns of it. 5 

It is a grant of health for life, not in the power of 
kings and conrts to give or take away; and therefore 
more valuable than all the places and reverſions, which 
his majeſty has been pleaſed to grant lately to ſo many 
of his faithful ſubjects, | | 

As an introduction to this laſt favour, it pleaſed heaven 
to grant you previoufly a great ſhare of exemplary pa- 
tience, to enable you to make a right uſe of it. 

But after all, if compariſon leſſens calamities, and that 
you ſhould grumble a little at ſome trifling ſhootings and 
throbbings in your foot, any lady can aſſure you, that 
they are nothing when compared to the pangs of child- 
bearing. 

God bleſs you and Co. very ſeriouſly ; for I am very 
ſeriouſly and fincerely 


Yours, ; 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 10, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


] Know, by long experience of your friendſhip, that 
you will not grudge in a manner any trouble, that I may 
deſire of you, that can either be of uſe or pleaſure to 
me. My preſent requeſt to you is of that kind. | 

Jhave had ſeveral letters from the boy (a), ſince he 
has been abroad, and hitherto all ſeems to go very well. 
But I am too old to truſt to appearances, and therefore I 
will beg of you to write to Mr. D' Ey verdun (5), and de- 
fire him to ſend you a letter concerning every thing good 
or bad, about him. You muſt be ſenſible of the great 
importance, which it is of for me to be thoroughly in- 
formed of his faults, as well as of his perfections; and 
this is, if not the only one, I am ſure the beſt, method, 
of my knowing them really and truly. 

am rather better than I was when you ſaw me laſt, 
but indeed very little, and extremely weak. I hope you 
and 14111 quanti are in a better plight. My compliments 
to them all, and believe me to be, what I ſincerely am, 


Your faithful friend, 
and very humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


1 
(a) The preſent earl of Cheſterfield. 


(6) A Swiſs gentleman, of great merit, to whom the care of the 
young man was intruſted by our earl, during his firſt travels. 


LE T- 
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LETTER CxIX. 
To THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 17, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Acknowledge my blunder ; for how ſhould the boy 
and monſicur D' Eyverdun have communicated to you 
their direction, without inſpiration, which, though you 
are a very devout man, 1 don't believe has been granted 
you. The direction is very ſhort; To monſieur D'Ey- 
verdun at Leipſig, and I ſend all my letters by the com- 
mon poſt, and not one of them has miſcarried. 

I am very angry at the return of Mrs. Dayrolles's old 
complaint, eſpecially as ſhe is out of the call of doctor 
Warren ; but I am glad to hear, that your olive-branches 
are all well: Good night to you. 


Yours, moſt faithfully and ſincerely, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER CXX. 


2 


A 


Blackheath, Sept. 24, 1772. 
DEAR DAVYROLLES, 


1 Have juſt now received your letter, and likewiſe the 
copy of that, which, at my requeſt, you wrote to“ *. 
I think it muſt have its effect. 
I am extremely ſorry for Mrs. Dayrolles's ſituation, but 
I am a little in her caſe; for it is now four months fince 
I have been labouring under a diarrhoea, which our com- 
mon doctor Warren has not been able to cure. To be 
nearer him, and all other helps, I ſhall ſettle in town 
this day ſe'nnight, which is the beſt place, for ſick peo- 
ple, or well people, to reſide at, for health, buſineſs, or 
pleaſure. God bleſs you all. 
| CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER CAU. 


To Sir Tnost As Rosninson, Bart. 


Blackheath, Oct. 13, 1756. 
SIR, 


W H A T can a hermit ſend you from hence in return 
for your entertaining letter, but his thanks ? I ſee nobody 
here by choice, and I hear nobody by neceſſity. As for 
the contemplations of a deaf, ſolitary ſick man, I am ſure 
they cannot be entertaining to a man in health and ſpirits, 
as I hope you are. Since I ſaw you, I have had not one 
hour's health, the returns of my-vertigos and ſubſequent 
weakneſſes and langours, grow both ſtronger and more 
frequent, and in ſhort I exiſt to no one good purpoſe of 
life; and therefore do not care how ſoon ſo uſeleſs and 
tireſome an exiſtence ceaſes entirely. This wretched ſitu- 
ation makes me read, with the utmoſt coolneſs and indif- 
ference, the accounts in the news-papers; for they are my 
only informers, now you are gone, of wars abroad, and 
changes at home. I wiſh well to my ſpecies in general, 
and to my country in particular, and- therefore lament the 
havock that is already made, and likely to be made, of the 
former, and the inevitable ruin which I ſee approaching by 
great ſtrides to the latter: but I confeſs, thoſe ſenſations 
are not ſo quick in me now as formerly ; long illneſs blunts 
them, as well as others, and perhaps too, ſelf- love being now 
cut of the caſe, I do not feel fo ſenſibly for others, as I 
ſhould do, if that were more concerned. This I know is 
wrong, but J fear it is nature. 

| Since 


* This and the two following detached letters are fallen into my 
hands: however unconnected with the former, they are here inſerted, 
as, I flatter myſelf, every genuine piece of the noble author will prove 
acceptable to my readers. | | | 

have been informed that an intimate acquaintance ſubſiſted between 
the writer of the following letters, and the gentleman to whom they are 
addreſſed, for above half a century, which gave riſe to a very voluminous 
correſpondence. Should theſe letters, together with the anſwers that have 
been carefully preſerved, ever appear in print, as pollibly they may, they 
muſt prove an agreeable literary acquiſition, and furniſh a very ſtriking 
and progreſſive picture of modern times, 


— — — — — — 
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Since you are your own ſteward, do not cheat Yourſelf. 
for I have known many a man loſe more by being his own 
ſteward, than he would have been robbed of by any other: 
tenants are always too hard for landlords, eſpecially ſuch 
landlords as think they underſtand thoſe matters and do 
not, which with ſubmiſſion may poſſibly be your caſe. 

| go next week to the Bath, by orders of the ſkilfy] . 
which I obey, becauſe all places are alike to me; other. 
wiſe, I expect no advantage from it. But in all places, | 
ſhall be moſt faithfully | 


.Yours, 


LETTER MN 
e AM E. 
Bath, Jan. 15, 1947, 


Recziver of fir Thomas Robinſon, baronet, two let- 
ters, the one bearing date the 10th, and the other the 1 3th 


of this preſent month, both containing great information 
and amuſement ; for which I promiſe to pay at fight my 


fincereſt thanks and acknowledgments. Witneſs my hand. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


This promiſing note is all that, in my preſent ſtate of 
ignorance and dullneſs, I can offer you, for pay I cannot. 
The attempt upon the king of France was undoubtedly 
the reſult of religious enthuſiaſm : for civil enthuſiaſm often 
draws the ſword, but ſeldom the dagger. The latter ſeems 
ſacred to eccleſiaſtical purpoſes ; it muſt have a great effect 
upon him one way or other, according as fear or reſentment 


may operate. In the former caſe, he will turn 5 
| whi 
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which is the moſt likely. In the latter he would turn man; 
which I do not take to be eaſy for him. In either caſe, the 
prieſthood or the parliament muſt be deſperate. And with 
all my heart. | | 1 
lam impatient to read ſome of the 209 letters addreſſed 
to your humble ſervant, under the name of Fitz Adam 
for God forbid that I ſhould read them all. | 
Though Archibald Bower, eſq; has uſed a great deal of 
per, he has not, in my opinion, wiped himſelf clean; a 
noble friend of ours loves ſudden and extraordinary con- 
verſions z but, for my part, I am very apt to ſuſpe& them. 
I ſhall ſo ſoon have the pleaſure of ſeeing you in perſon, 
that I will ſpare you upon paper, and only aſſure you, en 
attendant mieux, that I am moſt faithfully 


Yours, 
el 


. 0 * * * - „ " * 
* 1 — 2 A. 2 * £ 1 * 


LETTER CxXXIII. 
TO THE SAME. 


. Bath, Nov. ©, 1767. 
«i, , 30, 1767 


[ CANNOT conceive why you will not allow your 
letter to have been a news letter; I am ſure I received 
it as ſuch, and a very welcome one too. However, I am 
glad you do not reckon it one, for that makes me ex 
another very ſoon, according to a good cuſtom, which I 
hope you will not break through now. 5 

I aſk no politics, they are both above and below me. Ihave 
quite loſt the clue tothem, and ſhould only bewilder myſelf, if 
I were to put my head into that labyrinth. The three great 
ſrokesof lord. I approveof. The incloſure of the king's 
. — foreſts, 
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foreſts, now an expence to the crown, and a great grievance 
to the country, will be an advantage to both, and I am aſto- 
niſhed it has not been done long ago; but for a general ex. 
ciſe, it muſt change its name by act of parliament before it 
will go down with the people, who know names better than 
things. For aught I know, if an act for a general exciſe were 
to be entitled an act for the better ſecuring the liberty and 
property of his majeſty's ſubjects, by repealing ſome of the 
moſt burthenſome cuſtom- houſe laws, it might be gladly 
received. | 

The two great weddings you mention have ſupplied the 
town with that ſort of converſation which is the fitteſt for 
them. Cuſtom, which governs much more than reaſon, has 
laid the tax of fooliſh expence upon young and rich couples, 
which is collected by folly. I do not entirely diſapprove of 
that ingenious gentleman, who has married ; 
ruſhed into the danger to avoid the apprenhenſion, reflecting, 
no doubt, that had he married any other woman of equal beau- 
ty, he muſt, at all events, have worn the faſhionable badge of 
diſtinction that he now does. 

I flatter myſelf that I am well with your brother, the pri- 
mate of Ireland, who is here at preſent in perfect health, and 
by much the fatteſt of the family. My brother's fit I rake 
to have been only ſuch a vertigo as I had a thouſand times 
formerly, when, if I had not been ſupported by two people, 
I ſhould have fallen down. I have ſent him my preſcription, 


which, I am ſure, will relieve, if not cure him, if he will but 
follow it. 


Yours faithfully, 


LET- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 


To Dr. CuzYyNs, of Bath“ 
London, Apr il 26, 1 742. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


* OUR — and advice concerning my health are 

very pleaſing marks of your remembrance and friend - 
ſhip, which, I aſſure you, I value as I ought. It is very true, 
have, during theſe laſt three months, had frequent returns 
of my giddineſſes, languors, and other nervous ſymptoms, for 
which I have, taken vomits; the firſt did me good, the others 
rather diſagreed with me. It is the ſame with my diet; ſome- 
times the loweſt agrees, at other times diſagrees with me. In 
ſhort, after all the attention and obſervation I am capable of, 
Ican hardly ſay what does me good and what not. My con- 
ſtitution conforms itſelf ſo much to the faſhion of the times, 
that it changes almoſt daily its friends for its enemies, and 
its enemies for its friends. Your alkaliſed mercury, and your 
Burgundy, have proved its two moſt conſtant friends. I take 
them both now, and with more advantage than any other 
medicine. I propoſe going again to Spa, as ſoon as the ſeaſon 
will permit, having really received great benefit by thoſe 
waters laſt year, and I find my ſhattered tenement admits 
of but half repairs, and requires them annually. 

The corpus ſanum, which you wiſh me, will never be my 
lot, but the mens ſana; I hope, will be continued to me, and 
then I ſhall better bear the infirmitiesof the body. Hitherto, 
far from impairing my reaſon, they have only made me more 
reaſonable, by ſubduing the tumultuous and troubleſome 
paſſions. I enjoy my friends and my books as much as ever, 
ard I ſeek for no other enjoyments ; ſo that I am become 
a perfeci philoſopher, but whether malgre moi or no, I will 
not take upon me to determine, not being ſure that we do 
not owe more of our merit to accidents than our pride and 


ſelf. love are willing to aſcribe to them. 


* This letter is printed from a copy, which was given me by the 
counteſs of Cheſterfield. Dr. Cheyne died ſoon after the date of this 


letter. 
X 2 I read 
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I read with great pleaſure your book, which * book. 
ſeller ſent me according to Jour directions. The phyſical 
part is extremely — and the metaphyſical part may be 
ſo too, for what I know, and I believe it is; for as I look u 
on all metaphyſics to be gueſs work of imagination, I know 
no imagination likelier to hit upon the right than yours; 
and I will take your gueſs againſt any other metaphyſician's 
whatſoever. That part, which is founded upon knowledge 
and experience, I look upon as a work of public utility, and 
for which the preſent age and their poſterity may be obliged 
to you, if they will be pleaſed to follow it. 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 


LORD CHESTERFIELDs 


LETTERS to his FRIENDS, 


B O OK 1 
LL ES IMS 


To Dr. RICHARD CHENE VIX, 


LokD BisHop or WATERFORD, 
AND 
TO SOME OTHER FRIENDS 


In IRE L AND 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE originals of the letters to the biſhop of Waterford were 
entruſted with me, by that venerable prelate, after he had 


ſent me copies of all, made under his eyes. 


The letter to Dr. Whitecombe, and that to the late Dr. Mad- 
den, are only printed from copies, for which I am indebted to 
the ſame benevolent friend. 


From bim alſo I received the fix original letters to Thomas 
Prior, eſq; a man, whoſe philanthropy, and zealous attachment 
to the real intereſts of his country were deſervedly applauded, 
and trenuouſly encouraged, by the earl of Cheſterfield. 


Moſt of the notes ſubjoined to theſe letters were ſent me by 
the iſbop of Waterford, and contain ſuch informations, as he 
alone could give. A few of my own 1 have ventured to add, 
but only in caſes where ſome elucidation ſeemed requiſite. 


Sir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, and commander in 
chief of his majeſty's forces in Ireland, was pleaſed to commu- 
nicate ſuch of the letters from his noble friend, as he judged 
worthy of the attention of the public. T hough ſeveral of them 
were written while the general was either in England or abroad, 
yet, as moſt relate to Iriſh affairs, it was thought proper to in- 
ſert them in this book. 


The three laſt letters, wiz. two from Dr. Swift to lord 
Cheſterfield, and one from his lordſbip to the Dean, though print- 
ed before, were too remarkable to be detached from a collectiuhn, 
intended in a great meaſure to preſerve the original features of 
perſons, —_ difting uiſbed by their humor and their wit. 


* Thoſe of the Dean, in his Works, vol. VIII. in 4to. lord Cheſter- 
held's, in Hawkeſworth's Collection of Dr, Swift's Letters. 
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LETTER I 
To Dr. R. CuxxRvIx, Lord Biſhop of Waterford. 


London, Feb. 15, 1740. 
DEAR DOCTOR, | 


acknowledged your former ſooner ; but partly buſineſs 
and partly diſpiritedneſs hindered me. 

We have both loſt a good friend in Scarborough ; nobody 
can replace him to me, I wiſh I could replace him to you ; 
but as things ſtand I ſee no great hopes of it. 

As for the living of Southwark, I would not adviſe you 
to expect it; for am perſuaded will never let you 
have it. He carries his reſentment to the higheſt degree, 
even againſt the memory of one, who was but too long his 
friend, and too little a while his enemy. However, when 
it becomes vacant, I would have you renew your applica- 
tion for it. 


I am, with great truth, f 
Tour ſincere friend, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 


[ THANK you for both your letters; I would have 
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LETTER IL 


TO THE SAME. 


DEAR DOCTOR, Spa, July 4, N.S. 1941, 


T was with real concern that I heard you were ill, and 

it is with equal truth that TI hope this will find you per- 
fectly recovered : that virtue, which makes you fit, and it 
may be, willing to die, makes thoſe who are acquainted 
with it, as I am, unwilling you ſhould ; therefore take care 
of your health, and let it not be affected by a too great 
ſenſibility of thoſe misfortunes that inſeparably attend our 
ſtate here. Do all you can to prevent them, but, when in- 
evitable, bear them with reſolution ; this is the part I take 
with relation to my own health: I do all I can to retrieve and 
improve it, and if I acquire it, I will do all I can to pre- 
ſerve it; my bodily infirmities ſhall as little as poſſible affect 
my mind, and ſo far at leaſt I will leſſen the weight of 
them. | 

Theſe waters have already done me ſo much good, that 
J have reaſon to expect a great deal more from them, and I 
expect ſtill more benefit from paſſing my autumn afterwards 
in conſtant travelling through the ſouth of France: thus 
you ſee I anticipate bigs the good, which is at leaſt ſo 
much clear gain, let what will happen afterwards ; do fo 
too, dear doctor, and be as well, and as happy, as you are 
ſincerely wiſhed to be by, e eee, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET. 
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LETTER II. 
TO THE SAME 


DEAR DOCTOR, London, March 6, 1942. 


WILL not tell you that Iam ſorry for your South- 

[ wark diſappointment *, becauſe, as the Iriſhman ſaid, I 
think you have got a loſs; and conſidering the charge of 
removing, and the increaſe of your expence by living in 
London, I am ſure you would have been no gainer by 
your preferment, and yet you would have been looked up- 
on by the court as provided for. I need not tell you, I am 
ſure, how much I wiſh to be able to contribute to the ad- 
vantageous change of your ſituation ; but I am ſure too, 
that I cannnot tell you when I ſhall; for, till I can do it 
conſiſtently with my honour and conſcience, I will not do 
it at all, and I know you do not deſire I ſhould. The 
public has already aſſigned me different employments, and 
among others t which you mention ; but I have been 
offered none, I have aſked for none, and I will accept of 
none, till I ſee a little clearer into matters than I do at pre- 
ſent : Thave oppoſed meaſures, not men, and the change 
of two or three men only is not a ſufficient pledge to me 
that meaſures will be changed, nay rather an indication that 
will not; and Iam ſure no 2 whatſoever 
evail with me to ſupport meaſures I have fo juſtly 
oppoſed. A good conſcience is in my mind a better thin 
than the beſt employment, and I will not have the latter. cl 
Tcan keep it with the former : when that can be, I ſhall not 
decline a public life, though in truth more inclined to a 


% The Southwark diſappointment, which his lordſhip alludes to, 
vas my not getting the pariſh of St. Olave's, when it became vacant, 
:, which had been promiſed me, upon his lordſhip's firſt coming from 
5 Holland, by fir Robert Walpole, on the recommendation of lord 
I Cheſterfield and lord Scarborough. On this promiſe not being kept, 
: the latter complained to the king himſelf, and in a ſtrong manner, of 

the little regard-which had been paid to his recoinmendation in my 


** favour,” 
Letter from the biſkop of Waterford. 


private 


| 
j 
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private one. You did very well to hinder your frien 

Hutchins *, from taking a uſeleſs journey. N I have . 
very good character of him, and ſhall be very glad to do for 
him when in my power; but he muſt naturally ſuppoſe too 


that I have ſome prior engagements to ſatisfy, and you will 


poſſibly think it but reaſonable that you ſhould be my firſt 
care; at leaſt I think fo, for I am very faithfully yours, 


CHESTERPIELy, 


My compliments to Mrs. Chenevix. 


ics ek. 1 


LETTER TY. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 3, 1743, 
DEAR DOCTOR, | 


S this is a begging letter, I think I ſhould begin in 
the uſual ſtyle of thoſe epiſtles, and tell you that paſt 
favours embolden me to aſk for new ones, and that your ale 
was ſo good that I wiſh you would ſend me a little more of 
it. By the time it laſted me, (for I drank the laſt bottle 
yeſterday,) you may judge, that I mean litterally but a lit- 
tle more ; and if you ſend me more than you aid laſt time, 
it will only be ſpoiled before it is drank. Fe 

My brother John told me he left you at Nottingham in 
perfect health, which I was extremely glad to hear, it be- 
ing in my mind impoſſible for a man not to be happy with 
good health and a good conſcience like yours. Money may 
improve, but cannot make happineſs ; and though I wiſh 
it would improve yours, yet in the mean time, I am con- 
vinced that there are many more people in this kingdom 
that have reaſon to envy your ſituation, than to prefer their 


own to it. 


* Mr. Hutchins was a very worthy clergyman beneficed in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, and a diſtant relation of his lordſhip, 


I have 
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Ihave been of late a little out of order with a cold; but 
bleeding ſet me right, and I am in hopes of reſiſting the 
winter tolerably, which is the trying ſeaſon to me. 

Adieu, dear doctor, divertiſſez- vous, il n'y a rien de tel; 
and believe me moſt affectionately and faithfully, 


Yours; 


q 


LIEFERN . 
TO THE SAME. 


Hague, March 12, N. 8. 1745. 


PUT nothing at top of this letter, not knowing whe- 
ther the familiar appellation of dear doctor would now be- 
come me; becauſe I hope that by the time you receive this 
letter, you will be, as it were, my lord of Clonfert. I have 
the pleaſure of telling you, that I have this day recommend- 
ed you to the king, for the biſhoprick of that name, now 
vacant by the tranſlation of its laſt biſhop to the ſee of Kil- 
dare. I hope my recommendation will not be refuſed, though 
would not ſwear for it; therefore, do not abſolutely depend 
upon your conſecration, and ſtay quietly where you are, till 
you hear further from me. I aſſure you, I expect few greater 
pleaſures in the remainder of my life, than that I now feel 
in rewarding your long attachment to me, and, what I 
value ſtill more, your own merits and virtues. - 


. Yours ſincerely, 


L E T- 
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LETTER V. 
TO THE SAME. 


Hague, April 2 N. S. e, 
DEAR DOCTOR, n 


I T OLD you, at firſt, not to reckon too much upon the 
ſucceſs of my recommendation : and I have ſtill more 
reaſon to give you the ſame advice now ; for it has met with 

reat difficulties, merely as mine, and I am far from know- 
ing yet how it will end. Pray, give no anſwer whatſoever to 
any body, that either writes or ſpeaks to you upon that ſub- 
ject, but leave it to me, for I make it my own affair ; and 
you ſhall have either the biſhoprick of Clonfert, or a better 
thing, or elſe I will not be lord heutenant. I hope to be in 
England in about a fortnight, when this affair muſt and ſhall 


be brought to a deciſionꝰ. Good night to you. 
Yours, 
C. 


* When the king refuſed his conſent to the making me a biſhop, he 
directed lord Harrington, then ſecretary of ſtate, to acquaint lord 
Cheſterfield that he would comply with his application in favour of any 
one, except me. His lordſhip's anſwer was, that he would not continue 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, except I had the vacant biſhoprick. One of 
the reaſons given by his majeſty, was, becauſe he was told I wrote poli- 
tical pamphlets againſt the adminiſtration, which was abſolutely falſe ; 
for I declare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that I never wrote any pamphlet 
whatever, and I further declare ; that lord Cheſterfield never employed 
me to negotiate for him any political tranſaction, though fir Robert 
thought ſo, becauſe I uſed to go to his lordſhip every morning at eight 
o'clock, and had the honor to ſtay with him till he was dreſſed. In 
conſequence of this, I was informed, upon the beſt authority, that a 
perſon uſed to follow me upon my going out of his lordſhip's houſe ; 
and as I ſometimes went from lord Cheſterfield to lord Scarborough, fir 
Robert thought I carried meſfages from one to the other, which I never 
did. There was no occaſion for my doing it, as lord Scarborough 
made no ſecret of his going to lord Cheſterfield ; for I have ſeen him 
myſelf go from his lordſhip to fir Robert, they living oppoſite to each 
other, in St. James's Square. Another reaſon the king gave for his re- 
ſuſal, was becauſe lord Scarborough had complained to him, with 
warmth, of the little regard that had been ſhewed to his recommendation 
in my favour. | ; 

Perhaps another reaſon was, that his majeſty was glad to croſs his 
lordſhip's recommendation in my favour, knowing the great regard 


and affection he was ſo good to have for me. 
From the biſhop of Waterford. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VIL 


TO THE SAME. 


MY_ GOOD LORD, Hague, May 12, N. 8. 174g. 


OW you are what I had poſitively declared you ſhould 

be, a biſhop ; but it is biſhop of Killaloe, not Clonfert, 
the latter refuſing the tranſlation. Killaloe, I am aſſured, is 
better. I heartily wiſh you joy, and could not refuſe myſelf 
that pleaſure, though I am in the greateſt hurry imaginable, 
being upon my journey to Helvoet-Sluys for England. Adieu. 


Yours, 
C. 
LETTER VIII 
TO THE SAME. 
5 MY DEAR LORD, London, June 18, 1747. 


THANK you for your letter and your kind hint, and 

am heartily glad to hear that you have made up your 
affair with your predeceſſor's widow. 

What becomes of your intended eſtabliſhment at Wa- 
terford for the reception of foreigners *? Does it go on? 
It would be of great advantage to the town, and a good 
example to others, How does Mr. Smith's linen manufac- 
ture flouriſh with you? If it proſpers, I ſhould think it 
would both invite and employ foreigners. I wiſh my coun- 
try people, (for I look upon myſelf as an Iriſhman ſtill) 
would but attend half as much to thoſe uſeful objects, as 
they do to the glory of the militia and the purity of their 
claret. Drinking is a moſt beaſtly vice in every country, 


1 That ſcheme, intended for the encouragement of French proteſtanta, 
did not anſwer the expectation of thoſe who had formed it. = 
tc 
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but it is really a ruinous one to Ireland: nine gentlemen in 
ten in Ireland are impoveriſhed by the great quantity of 
claret, which, from miſtaken notions of hoſpitality and dig- 
nity, they think it neceſſary ſhould be drank in their houſes ; 
this expence leaves them no room to improve their eſtates, 
by proper indulgence upon proper conditions to their tenants, 
who muſt pay them to the full, and upon the very day, that 
they may pay their wine merchants. 

There was a law, in one of the antient governments, l 
have forgot which *, that etnpowered a man to kill his wife, 
if ſhe ſmelt of wine. I moſt fincerely wiſh that there were 
a law in Ireland, and better executed than moſt laws are, to 
empower the wives to kill their huſbands in the like caſe ; 
it would promote ſobriety extremely, if the effects of con- 


jugal affection were fully conſidered. 


Do you grow fat ? Are Mrs. Chenevix and your children 
all well? Are you as chearful and as happy as your good 
conſcience ought to make you? I hope them all, for, upon 
my word, nobody loves end values you more than 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


——_ 


LAT TEST 
TO THE SAME. 


1747 1. 
MY DEAR LORD, "oY 


| AM very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival upon Iriſh ground, 
after your diſtreſſes upon the Iriſh ſeas: eſcapes always make 


peopleeither much bolder or much more timid than they were 


* It was that of the antient Ronians that law, indeed, did not ſub- 
iſt long in all its ſeverity ; but even when the ladies had obtained the 


permiſſion of drinking wine, they were puniſhed for abuſing of that in- 


dulgence ; and the wife of a ſenator, having been convicted of drunken- 


nels, was deprived of her marriage portion. . 
+ This date is not in the hand of lord Cheſterfield ; and I ſuſpeR it 


to be faulty. | 
before; 
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before; yours, I hope, will have the former of theſe effects, 
and encourage you rather to viſit your friends in England. 

| have been a country gentleman a great while, for me, 
that is, I have now been a fortnight together at Black- 
heath, and ſtay three or four days longer. The furor hor- 
tenſis (garden-madneſs) has ſeized me, and my acte of ground 
here affords me more pleaſure than kingdoms do to kings ; 
for my object is not to extend, but to enrich it. My gar- 
dener calls me, and I muſt obey. Be as well and as chearful 
as you can, and believe me moſt faithfully and truly ©. 


Yours, 


CursSTERFIELD. 


n 
—_— 


LETTER X. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, March 1, 1748. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


THANK you for your kind letter, by which T am 
glad to find that you approve of my reſignation, and of 
my reſolution to enjoy the comforts of a private life: indeed 
had enough both of the pageantry and hurry. of public 
life, to ſee. their Kautz. and I withdraw from them, uti 
convrva ſatur (as a ſati gueſt.) This conviction from 
experience ſecured me from regret : thoſe who have only 
ſeen the gaudy outſide of great ſtations, languiſh for their 
ae charms,” which in my mind ſoon ſatiate after poſſeſ- 
I am very glad to hear that I ſhall have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you and your family here this ſummer ; I know that 
cannot ſee a-truer nor a warmer friend, which, I aſſure 
you, you. may ſay too when you ſee me. I ſuppoſe that 


*When I had the honor to ſee lord Cheſterfield, ſome time after his 
refignation, one reaſon he told me why he was glad he had reſigned, 
was becauſe it was /very difficult, in the publie ſtation he was in, to be 
iatirely free from doing things that were not quite _ 

* Biſhop of Waterford. 


Vol. III. Y you 


—_— — 341 = —— 


Haas. 


u a 
„ — — _ 
* % — — * — i av 'S * _ 
S 


: . 
3 * 


8 conditio fine qui non 'of my requeſt, 3. and 1 hope that 
© Fs 


322 LORD CHESTERFIELD', LETTERS 


you will ſtop in your way in Nattipghamſbire to ſee your 
195 nec as you return you will probably take with you 

e 

have been here now a fortnight, and haye found good 
by the waters; not that I had any great occaſion for them, 
but, to ſay the truth, I came here chiefly to be out of the the 
way of being talked to, and talked of, 15 my reſignation 
was the only ohject of converſation in town. 

Ws my dear lord: I cannot tell you how ſincerely 

an e Le rr | 


Yours, 
| CHESTERFIELD, 


L E TT E R XL 


— 


TO THE SAME. 


Lene, Dec. _ me 
MY REAR LORD, | 


"HIS is to moſt people, 450 in aide places, the 

ſeaſon of lies, dignified and diſtinguiſhed As the name 
of Cob ggg with me it is a ſeaſon of truth, when I aſ- 
ſure you that T wiſh you, and all ho belong to you, what- 
eher on wiſh for yourſelves or for each other, more parti- 
curl health, with which nobody need be unhappy. 
Though you would not tell me how ſoon,” and how ge- 
nerouſly, you provided for Dr. Young's ſon iN he did, and 
with all the profeſſions of gratitude which he owed you. I 
am as much obliged to you' as he can be I am glad that the 
young man has a ms character, which you kfiow I made 


I muſt eben bere; that lord Cheſterfield S's . any 
one to the eccleſiaſtical prefernents in my gift but Mr. Young When 
he did, it was in the handiomeſt manner, by telliug me twice in his 
letter, Remeniber that Ida nat recommend, but "—_ __ of 
his N ou will do a good-natured gd ion? | 

my | 


* 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK In. LET. xi. XI. 424 
my recommendation interfered with no views of your own 
in favour of any other perſon, n SAP 
Lord Searborough's picture will be finiſhed this week, 
and ſent to Mrs, Chenevix ; I think it is very well done, 
and indeed ought to be by the time Barret has taken to do 
it in; but he has taken it into his head, and I cannot fa 
that I have diſcouraged him, that a great painter ſhould alſo 
be a poet, that the ſame warmth of imagination equally 
forms both z and conſequently, when I expect him to bring 
me home a very good copy of a picture, he frequently brings 
an execrable copy of verſes inſtead of it. The melon ſeeds 
ſhall go by the ſame r of the picture and can- 
dleſticks, which I ſuppoſe will be time enough, ſince they 
are not to be ſown ul February. .. Ai Or ee 
J have not yet been able to get the workmen out of my 
houſe in town; and ſhall have the pleaſiire of their company 
ſome months longer. One would think that I liked 
for I am now full of them at Blackheath, where I am 8 
a gallery. I ne faut jamais faire les ſottiſes d demi. (Fooliſt 
things ſhould never be done by halves.) I am, my dear lord, 


. Moſt faithfully yours, 
Curtsrtkrinid, 


LETTER KI. 
gi TO THE SAME. 


* November 30, 1731. 

MY DEAR LORD, | r 
Y reproach by Dr. Thomas, 1 inſiſt upon it, was 2 
very juſt one, and your exeuſe a very lame one: in- 
different as I am grown about moſt things, you could not 
ſuppoſe that I was me ſo, where the health and happi- 
neſs of you and your —— ons concerned; on the con- 


2 | drary, 
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trary, I find, that in proportion as one renounces public, 
one grows more ſenſible to private, ſocial cares. My circle, 
thank God, is ſo much contracted, that my attention can, 
and does, from its center extend itſelf to every point of the 
circumference. I am very glad to hear that your ſon goes 
on ſo well, and as he does go on fo well, why ſhould you 
move him ? The Iriſh ſchools and univerſities are indiſput- 
ably better than ours, with this additional advantage, that 
having him within your reach will be much better for him 
than a better place out of it : a man no more liveth 

Latin and Greek than by bread alone ; but a father's care 
of his ſon's morals and manners is ſurely more uſeful than 
the critical knowledge of Homer and Virgil, ſuppoſing that 
it were, which it very ſeldom is, acquired at ſchools : I do 
not therefore heſitate to adviſe you, to put your ſon to the 
beſt ſchool, that is, the neareſt to your uſual place of re- 
ſidence, that you may ſee and examine him often and ſtriQtly, 
and watch his progreſs, not only in learning, but in morals 
and manners, inſtead of truſting to intereſted accounts of 


diſtant ſchool-maſters. - . 

His grace of Tuam's —_— has, I find, delayed, if not 
broke, a long chain of eccleſiaſtical. promotions, of which 
the firſt link is the only one I intereſt myſelf in, I mean the 
tranſlation, of that good man and citizen, the biſhop of 
Meath *, to Tuam ; the more he gets, the more Ireland gets; 
that being your caſe. too, pray, how goes the copper mine? 
Fruitful and yet inexhauſtible, I hope. If it will but ſuppl 
you with riches, I will anſwer for your making the beſt uſe 


Y 


of them. 9 E 
I hear with great pleaſure that Ireland improves daily, and 
that a ſpirit of induſtry ſpreads itſelf, to the great increaſe 
of trade and manufactures. I think I intereſt myſelf more 
in that country than in this; this is paſt its perfection, and 
ſeems gradually declining into weakneſs and caducity ; that 
ſeems but tending to its vigour and perfection, and engages 
ones expectations and hopes; one loves a promiſing youth, 
one only eſteems an old man; the former is à much 
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quicker ſentiment than the latter : both thoſe ſentiments 
conſpire, I aſſure you, in forming that friendſhip with 
which I am, LA y 


My dear lord, | 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


—_ "Ow a 


LETTER XII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 22, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, IM Pu 


A M doubly concerned at Mrs. Chenevix's illneſs, for, 

while ſhe is ſo ill, I am ſure you cannot be well: though 
in ſome caſes I would take Ward's remedy myſelf, I cannot 
recommend it to others ; it has certainly done a great deal 
of good in many caſes, in others it has ſometimes done 
harm; he gives it indiſcriminately in all, and conſequently 
improperly in ſome ; it isall one and the ſame medicine, 
though he gives it in different ſhapes, and calls it by different 
names of drop, pill, and powder: the principle is known to 
be antimony, but in what manner prepared, nobody yet has 
been able to diſcover. 

You are engaged in a moſt uſeful and charitable deſign, 
and I think you and my friend the biſhop of Meath have 
begged very ſucceſsfully for the time; he is an old ex- 
perienced beggar, and you cannot learn the mendicant trade 
under a better maſter ; this undertaking is worthy of both 
your characters, and becomes you as men, citizens, and 
biſhops. I defire that I may be upon your liſt of contribu- 
tors; therefore, pray, lay down fifty pounds for me, and 
draw upon me for it by the very firſt opportunity. Private 
ſubſcriptions can never extend this excellent ſcheme ſo far 
as it ought to be carried, though nothing but private ſub- 
ſeriptions and diligence could have laid the foundation of it. 
You have made a beginning, which is often the greateſt 


difficulty, and I think it is now impoſſible but that the govern - 
ment 
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ment and parliament muſt carry it on. I will venture to ſay 
that they have no object which ſo well deſerves their atten- 


tion. Could the government and parliament be brought to 


adopt this affair heartily, and puſh it effectually, a confi 
derable ſum ought to be granted for that particular purpoſe, 
as was done in England, at the time of the great refuge upon 


the revocation of the ct de Nantes. Lands too might be 


ee, and houſes and neceſlaries provided, for the re- 
ugees in Kerry and in Connaught, near and under the pro- 
tection of ſome of the barracks, which would greatly im- 
prove and civihze, and in time enrich, thoſe two at preſent 
inhoſpitable and almoſt barbarous countries. Theopporturity 
is now extremely favourable, while the weakneſs of the 
French government ſuffers the rage and fury of the clergy 
to drive ſuch numbers of its ſubjects into countries. [ 
wiſh we could get them all into England and Ireland; that 
would be the true and juſtifiable way of promoting the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, inſtead of following the example of the 
Papiſts, by perſecuting them. Eft aliquid prodire tenus ; 
(there is ſome merit in breaking the ice ) you have that 
merit, and I dare ſay theſe new little colonies will thrive 
and extend to a certain degree, even ſhould the govern- 
ment not think them worth its attention: bur I hope it will. 

I have been now confined near a month by a fall from 
my horſe, which, though by good luck it neither broke nor 
diſlocated any bone, bruiſed the muſcles ſo much, - that I 
have yet very little uſe of my leg; I can juſt hobble acroſs 
my room with a ſtick, and that is all; but I have had, and 
{ti} have, a much worſe complaint, which is my deafneſs, 
for which I have yet found no relief, though I have tried a 
thoufand infallible remedies ; as ſoon as my lameneſs will 
allow me, I will go to Blackheath, and feek the refuge of a 
deaf man, reading and walking. 

Lady Cheſterfield ſends her compliments to you and Mrs, 
Chenevix, at whoſe illneſs ſhe is much concerned; ſhe has 
ſent you from Hriſtol a buſto of your humble ſervant, caſt 
from a marble one done by Mr. Hoare at Bath, for Mr. 
Adderly: it is generally thought very like. Adieu, my 
dear lord, | 

Lam faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


J. E T- 


' TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK in. LET. XVI. 327 
LETTER XIV. 
TO THE SAME. 


| | London, July 14, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, Shang. pe Be 


[ KNOW thegentleneſs, the humanity, and the tender- 
neſs of your nature too well to doubt of your grief, and 
I know the object of it * too well to blame it ; no, in ſuch 
caſes it is a commendable not a blameable paſſion, and is al- 
ways inſeparable from a heart, that.is capable of friendſhip 
or love. I therefore offer you no trite and always unavailing 
arguments-of conſolation ; but as any ſtrong and prevailing 
paſſion is apt to make us neglect or forget for the time out 
moſt important duties, I muſt remind you of two in parti- 
cular, the neglect of which would render your grief, in- 
ſtead of pious, criminal: I mean your duty to your child- 
ren as a {ather, and to your diocele as a biſhop. Your care 
of your children muſt be doubled, in order to repair as far 
as poſſible their loſs; and the public truſt of your flock muſt 
not ſuffer from a perſonal and private concern. Theſe in- 
cumbent and neceſſary duties will ſometimes ſuſpend, and 
at laſt mitigate, that grief, which I confeſs mere reaſon 
would not : they are equally moral and chriſtian duties, 
which I am ſure no conſideration upon earth will ever make 
you neglect. May your aſſiduous diſcharge of them inſen- 
ſibly leſſen that affſiction, which, if indulged, would prove 
as fatal to you and your family, as it muſt be vain and un- 

availing to her whoſe loſs you juſtly lament ! I am, with 

the greateſt truth and affection, my dear lord, | 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


: CHESTERFIELD, 
The death of Mrs. Chenevix, the bilhop's wife. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 11, 1752, 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


T HIS is only to aſk you how you do, and what you do; 
in both which I need not tell you how truly I intereſt 
myſelf. The former depends a great deal upon the latter; 
if you are, alternately, attentively employed, and agreeably 
amuſed, you will probably, conſidering your ſobriety and 
temperance, be in very good health. Your children are now 
old enough to anſwer both thoſe ends. Their eſtabliſhment 
ſhould excite your attention, and their converſation and 
progreſſive improvement amuſe your leiſure hours. Your ſon 
is of an age to enable you to gueſs a little at his turn and 
diſpoſition, and to direct his education ON: If you 
would have him bea very learned man, you mult certainly 
ſend him to ſome great ſchool ; but if you would have him 
be a better thing, a very honeſt man, you ſhould have him 
a portte of your own inſpection. At thoſe great ſchools, the 
heart is wholly neglected by thoſe who ought to form it, and 
1s conſequently left open to temptations and ill examples: 
paternal care and inſpection, attended by proper firmneſs 
and authority, may prevent great part of that miſchief. 

I had a letter the other day from Mr..Simond, by which 
I find, with great pleaſure, that both the collection, and the 
objects of it, the refugees, increaſedaily. If the receiving and 
retrieving thoſe poor people be, as it certainly is, both a 
moral and political duty, what muſt be the guilt and mad- 
neſs of thoſe, who, by perſecution for matters of mere ſpe- 
culation, force thoſe poor people to carry their induſtry, 
their labour, their legs, their arms, to other people, and en- 


rich other countries. I wonder the French government does 
not rather chuſe to burn them at home, than perſecute them 
away into other countries; 1t would be full as juſt, and 
much more prudent, 


Theſe 
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"Theſe waters, which I have now uſed fix weeks, in every 
way that it is poſſible to uſe them, drinking, bathing, and 
pumping, have done Ar ſome good, but not enough 
to refit me for ſocial life. I ſtay here a fortnight longer, in 
hopes of more benefit, which my phyſician promiſes me 
ſtrongly; as I do not expect it, if I receive it, it will be the 
more welcome. If not, I have both philoſophy and religion 
enough to ſubmit to my fate, without either melancholy or 
murmur, for though I can by no means account why there 
is either moral or phy ſical evil in the world, yet, conſcious | 
of the narrow bounds of human underſtanding, and con- 
vinced-of the wiſdom and juſtice of the eternal divine Be- 
ing, who placed them here, I am perſuaded that itis fit and 
right that they ſhould be here. | | 

Adieu, my dear lord ; believe me moſt truly and affec- 


tionately, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


2 ä 


4 LETTER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


| | London, Dec. 19, 1752, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


[ A M extremely glad to find, by your laſt very friendly 
letter, that you enjoy that greateſt bleſſing of this life, the 
health of body and mind : proper exerciſe 1s neceſſary for 
both; go as little in your coach and as much on foot as ever 
you can, and let your paternal and paſtoral functions at 
once ſhare and unprove the health of your mind. The mind 
muſt have ſome worldly objects to excite its attention; 
otherwiſe it will ſtagnate in indolence, fink into melan- 
choly, or riſe into viſions and enthuſiaſm. Your children 
cannot be in a better way than, by your account, they ſeem 
to be in at preſent : your ſon learns what a boy _—_ 

earn, 
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learn, and your daughters read what girls ſhould read 
hiſtory ; the former cannot know too much, and the latte; 
ought not. 

Iam ſo weary of giving an account of my own wret 
deafneſs, that I ſhould i attempt it, did not I krow = 
the kind intereſt which you take in whatever concerns 
makes you both defire and expect it. I am then neither bet- 

ter nor worſe than when I wrote to you laſt ; I have tried 
many things, and am going on to try many others, but with- 
out expecting any benefit from any medicine bur patience. 


Jam, ; 
My dear lord, 
ſincerely yours, ſ 

CHESTERFIELD, g 

| 

c 

' 

LETTER XVI: ; 

* 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 10, 1753. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


DELAYED for ſome time acknowledging your kind 

- 4 letter, that I might be better able to anſwer your inqui- 
ries after my health. I know the flow from the part you 
take in it, and not from cuſtom or ceremony. I am ſure 
you wiſtr all your fellow - creatures well, and 1+ am al- 
moſt as ſure that you diſtinguiſn me among them as your 
friend. But what account can I now give you of myſelf? 
None that will pleaſe either of us. I La es deafer than 
you left me at Blackheath: I have bathed and my 
head four times, by which operations I think I have gained 
a little, but ſo little that a ſolid citizen would call ĩt at moſt 


The original of this letter was not received. 
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1 farthing in a thouſand pounds; though at the ſame time he 
would add, that that was better than nothing. I belong no 
more to ſocial life, which, when I quitted buſy public life, I 
flattered myſelf would be the comfort of my A days; 
but that, it ſeems, is not given me. I neither murmur nor 
deſpair z the lot of millions of my fellow-creatures is ſtill 
worſe than mine. Exquiſite pains of the body, and ſtill 
greater of the mind, conſpire to torture many of them. I 
thank God Tam free from both, and I look upon the priva- 
tion of thoſe ills as a real good. A prouder being than I am, 
a lord, or if you will a ſtately duke, of the whole creation, 
would place this {ingly to the account of his reaſon, but I 
am humble enough to allow my conſtitution its ſhare, I am 
naturally of a chearful diſpoſition. I view things in their 
moſt comfortable light, and I unavailingly repine at no- 
thing that cannot be retrieved, = | 

I am very glad that you, and your little family, met re- 
ciprocally ſo well at Waterford. May you always part un- 
willingly and meet tenderly ! That, I am perſuaded, will 
always be the caſe; I can truſt to you for it; for I main- 
tain that children and ſubjects, though their obligations are 
certainly the leſſer of the two, are much ſeldomer in the 
wrong, than parents and kings. * 

You aſk me what books Hor daughters ſhould read. 


Hiſtories of all kinds; firſt, endorf}.'s Introduction to the 
Hiſtory of all Nations, which is very ſhort, and then the par- 
ticular and more extenſive hiſtory ofeach. Corneille, Racine, 
Moliere and Boilean, with as many of the modern French 
plays as they pleaſe; they being moſt correctly pure and 
moral. I do nat mean thoſe du Theatre Italien, or dela Foire, 
which are exceedingly licentious. Theſe will not be leſs 
proper for your ſon, whom you ſhould never ſuffer to be 
idle one minute, I do not call play, of which he ought to 
have a good ſhare, idleneſs; but I mean fitting ſtill in a 
chair in total inaction: it makes boys lazy and indolent. 

Good night, my dear lord; no man can be more faith- 


ſnlly yours, than 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XVII. 
TO THE SAME 


London, Februa 5 
MY DEAR LORD, * . 


1 WOULD not ſuffer your friendſhip for me to be a- 
larmed by an account of my illneſs, for which I muſt 
have employed another hand, and therefore ſtayed till I could 
give you at the ſame time an account of my recovery under 
my own. This I can now do; and it is all that I can do, 
for I am not yet gotout of my room, to which I have been 
confined theſe three weeks, and with great pain by a flying 
rheumatic gout. My pain is almoſt gone, but my ſtrength 
and ſpirits are by no means reſtored. At my age, and with 
my ſhattered conſtitution, freedom from pain 1s the beſt 
that I can expect, and as far as my care will procure me 
that negative happineſs, I will exert it; where it will not, 
I will patiently bear my ſhare of ills. 

I ſuppoſe your ill humours in Ireland are till in ſtrong 
fermentation ; but I hope that between the end of this ſeſſion 
and the beginning of the next, an interval of near two. 
years, they will ſubſide ; I mean with regard to thoſe nati- 
onal points, which have been unfortunately ſtirred this win- 
ter; for I do not care two pence for your perſonal quarrels 
and animoſines, if were but kept clear of national 
points, the diſcuſhon of which can never turn out to the ad- 
vantage of Ireland. | 

The remaining pain in my right hand hinders me from 
troubling you with a longer letter, but is ſuſpended while 
I have the pleaſure of aſſuring you that I am, 


My dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LEY; 
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LETTER XX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Spa, June 15, 1754- 


MY DEAR LORD, 


DELAYED non gg your laſt kind letter, which 
[ I received juſt before I left England, till I could give 
you ſome account of myſelf, and the effects of theſe waters 
upon that crazy ſelf. I have now drank them juſt a month, 
to the greateſt benefit of my general ſtate of health, but 
without the leaſt to my deafneſs. They have in a y_ 
meaſure reſtored both my ſtrength and my ſpirits, which, 
when I left England, were much affected by my long illneſs 
in the ſpring. In hopes of ſtill farther benefit, (for who is 
ever ſatisfied with what he has? ) I ſhall drink them a month 
longer, and then return with as much impatience to m 
own country, as I left it with reluctance. You know this 
deteſtable place well enough to judge what a ſacrifice I 
make to the hopes of health, by reſolving to ſtay here a 
month longer. e We, | 
By the public news papers I find that you are till far 
from being quiet in Ireland; I am heartily ſorry for it. 
The country in general muſt ſuffer in the mean time. Bour- 
deaux and its environs alone will be the gainers. Go on 
and follow your own good conſcience, which will, I am ſure, 
never miſlead you. Vote unbiaſſed for the real good of 
both countries, without the leaſt regard either to the clamor 
civium prava jubentium (out- cry of citizens commanding un+ 
juſt things), or to the vultus inflantis tyranni (dread of a 
menacing tyrant). _ . 
I hope you and all 


ur family are well. I wiſh it fin- 
cerdly 3 for I ara mot heartily, my dear Jond, * 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 


_ 
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TO THE SAME. 
* Bath, Nov. 14, | 
V ²˙ » 
F N OWIN G, by long experience, the kind part you 
N take in whatever concerns me, I delayed acknowledg- 
ing your Jaſt letter, in hopes of being able, in ſome time, 
to give you a better account of my health than I could then 
have done. I had juſt at that time, Had a very ſevere return of 
my old vertiginous complaint, which, as uſual, left my whole 
animal ſyſtem weak and languid, The beſt air in England, 
which I take that of Blackheath to be, a ſtrict regimen, and 
2 proper degree of exerciſe, did not reſtore, I might almoſt 
fay, tevive me. I ſought therefore for refuge here, and 
thank God, I have not only found it, but in ſome mieaſure 
recovery too. The diſorders of my head and ſtomach are 
intirely removed by theſe waters, which I have now drank 
three weeks; ſo that I may reaſonably hope that the three 
weeks more, which I propoſe paſſing dere, will ſet me up 
for part of the winter at leaſt: for at my age, and with my 
ſhattered conſtitution, I am not ſillily ſanguine enough to 
expect a radical cure. I conſider myſelf here, as an old de- 
cayed veſſel, of long wear and tear, brought into the wet 
dock, to be careened and patched up, not for any long voy- 
age, but only to ſerve as a coaſter for ſome little time long- 
er. How long that may be, I little know, and as little 
care; T am unrelative to this world, and this world to me. 
My only attention now is to live, while I do live in it, with- 
out pain, and when I leave it, to leave it without fear. 
I hope that you, your young family, and tutti giants, are 
all well. May you long continue fo! phony my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHrsSTERDPIELD 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXI. 2 
TO THE SAME. 


| an 29, 17556. 
ur ben un January 29, 1755 


AM little able to write, and leſs ſo to think, having been 
ſo ill all this week, of my old complaints in my head and 
ſtomach, that I am to go to Bath as ſoon as Iſhall be able to 
endure the fatigue of the journey, which I hope may be in 
five or ſix days. My anſwer to your laſt kind letter muſt 
therefore be much ſhorter than otherwiſe it probably would 
have been. 13 ES, 
have carefully read over lord Limerick's * bill, and ap- 
prove of the principle. I had thought of ſuch a one, when 
| was in Ireland, but ſoon found it would be impoſlible to 
it thtough the houſe of commons in any decent ſhape 
but ſhould lord Limerick think proper to puſh it this ſeſſion, 
would recommend a few alterations. I would only re- 
quire the prieſts to take the oath of allegiance ſimply, and 
not the ſubſequent oaths, which, in my opinion, no real papiſt 
can take ; the conſequence of which would be, that the leaſt 
conſcientious prieſts would be regiſtered, and the moſt con- 
ſcientious ones excluded. Beſides that, where one oath will 
not bind, three will not; and the pope's diſpenſation from 
the oath of allegiance will not be more prevalent, nor more 
eaſily granted, than his diſpenſation from that oath, 
which his power is abjured. But then I would make that 
ſingle oath of allegiance more full and folemn, as for inſtance. 
* I, A. B. duly conſidering the ſacred nature of an oath, 
* and the horrible crime of perjury, which, by all the reli- 
* gions in the world, is juſtly abhorred as a moſt damnable 
fin; do moſt ſincerely promiſe: ant fwear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to his majeſty King 


George the ſecond.” So help me that” great and eternal 
God, who knows my inmeſt thoughts; and whom now! 
* moſt folemnly call upom to atteſt the truth of then. 


Alfter yards earl of Clanbrazit. 


The 
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The perſon taking this oath ſhould be obliged to recite it 
diſtinctly and deliberately, and not to be allowed to mut. 
ter it over in that indecent and ſlovenly manner, in which 
oaths are generally taken. I will venture to add, thoſe who 
will not obſerve this oath, taken in this manner, will ſtill 
leſs obſerve any abjuration of the Pope's diſpenſing power; 
lines ſuch abjuration is, by all papiſts looked upon as 3 
nullity. n 

I of alſo adviſe that all penalties of .death, which in 
theſe caſes muſt end in impunity, ſhould be changed into 
cloſe impriſonment, for a term of years, or in ſome caſes 
for life. Then there would be perhaps detections and pro- 
ſecutions ; but in caſe of death — will be none; for who 
will go and hang a poor devil only for being a regular, or 
an enthuſiaſt? ö 

When I tell you that theſe are my thoughts this 
ſubject, I do not affirm that I think at all, for in truth; I am 
ſo weak in body at this time, that I preſume I am juſt as 
weak in mind too. This only I am ſure of, that-I am, my 
dear lord, moſt faithfully | 8 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 2 K 

1 London, March 12, 1755, 
MY DEAR LORD, 3 21172 eee 

"HIT E * was puzzled, what account to give you 

of me, and therefore gave you none, and, to ſay 

the mo I am pretty much in the ſame caſe myſelf ; only 


reſolved to anſwer as well as I can your kind enquiries after 
me. [I am tolerably well one day, ill the next, and well | 


* An old and faithful ſervant of lord Cheſterfield. 


again 
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n the third; that is, my diſorders in my 
ſtomach, and my giddineſſes in my head, return frequently 
and unexpectedly, Proper care and medicines remove them 
for the time, but none will prevent them. My deafneſs grows 
ually worſe, which in my mind implies a total one be- 
ore it be long. In this unhappy ſituation, which I have rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe will every day grow worſe, I ſtill keep up my 
ſpirits tolerably, that is, I am from free from melancholy, 
which I-think is all that can be expected. This I impute to 
that degree of . which I have acquired by long 
experience of the world. I have enjoyed all its pleaſures, 
and conſequently know their futility, and do not regret 
their loſs. I appraiſe them at their real value, which in truth 
is very lowz whereas thoſe, who have not experienced, always 
over-rate them. They only ſee their gay outſide, and are 
dazzled with their glare ; but I have been behind the ſcenes. 
t is a common notion, and ike many common ones a v 
falſe one, that thoſe, who have led a life of pleaſure and buſe- 
neſs, can never be eaſy in retirement; whereas I am per- 
ſuaded that they are the only people who can, if they have 
any ſenſe, and reflection. They can look back occulo irretorto 
(without an evil eye) upon what they from knowledge de- 
ſpiſe ; others have always a i what they are 
not acquainted with. I upon all that has paſſed, as one 
of thoſe romantic dreams, that opium commonly | 
and I do by no means deſire to repeat the nauſeous doſe, for 
the ſake of the fugitive dream. When I ſay that I have no 
regret, I do not mean that I have no remorſe ; for a life of 
either buſineſs or ſtill more pleaſure, never was, nor never 
will be, a ſtate of innocence. , But God, who knows the 
ſtrength of human paſſions, and the weakneſs of human rea- 
ſon, will, it is to be hoped, rather mercifully pardon, than 
juſtly puniſh, acknowledged errors, n 

I 1 u already know that you have a new lord lieu- 
tenant, ſord Hartington, who, it is will heal and 
compoſe your diviſions. I heartily wiſh, for the ſake of the 
country, that it may prove fo, _ . 

A war with France is generally looked upon here as in- 
evitable ; but for my own part, 1 cannot help thinking as 
well as wiſhing that things may end quietly in a treaty. I 
am ſo remote, and ſo indifferent a ſpectator, except in the 

Vol. III. N | wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, which every man owes to his country, that I am 
ill inforrded myſelf, and enen no good informer of 
1 hope your little family are all well, and continue to 
anfons your care in their education. May you and they be 
long and mutually comforts io each other] Adieu, my dear 
lord; no man living can * more * and affectionately 
n am, 


* our faithful friend and ſervant, 
| CnesrERPIELD. 


— 
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99D 1 take any wing fi you; 05 Ten tur ne 
ver meaned any to ne or any man living, it would be 
5 faſpeRting that did; which T believe is the firft unjuſt | 
aſpicion that Do ou entertained of apy body, ahd 1 um 
he more concerned at it, becauſe 1 bike” that 42 gave you 
uneaſineſs. ] confefs my elf f four letters in your debt, but, to 
tell you the truth, I nage of late contracted fo many debts 
of that Kitt that 1 am very near a bankruptcy, though not 
a fraudulent one, upon my word, for 1 will honeſtly declate 
my cireurtiftafices; and Nan my creditors Will, 17 
compound With mne upon reaſonable terms. W fte told yo 
true, hen he told you that 1 was well, by Which he ner 5 
all chat he could know, which was, char hai noir 


iflhets ; Dat Ne did not know the inward feelings, Which in- 
'Ueafnels and a declining Health. ocrafion 
oy e before 1 5 5 5 Thad a fcvere return of my 
old eortiplairits in my head and ſtomach, Which Ie —vizh f 
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followed by ſuch weakneſs, and 1s, that I am incapa=- 
ble of any thing but reading, and that Stoke 
et manner. Writing ſeems to "oh 

aſſerted inthecaſe of Algernon Sidney, 75 my. 1 555 al 
tie will not ſuffer me to undertake, and I put it off 

day to day, as Felix did Paul, to 4 more convenient 

When J removed to this place, I flattered myſelf 1555 
purity 4 of the air, and the 1. of riding, w Wen it my 
tempt me to take, would reſtore me. to ( 

health, 6h, Krengah, & and conſequently ſpirits, as N ena 41 

not only to diſcharge my epiſtolary debts, but alſo to amy 
myſelf with writing ſome eſſays and hiſtorical tracts. I was 
ſoon diſappointed ; for I had not Wr here wg? ten day 
when I had a ſtronger attack than my former, and whi ich, 
believe, would have been the final one, had ad I nat very ſeas 
ſonably been let blogd. From that time, tho 


een e. 


call it, ne I have more properly craw 
pines. . e wand. exiſted, and 
dreamed than ward, is the true 

I begin 0 Rin ground 


oy 4— — 255 — —ç long ene, 1 


—_— lexter bes Ny — y/ BE might have We 
me, I proteſt, my dear lord, Hooked upon it . 
mark of your friendſtup z 1 had given occaſion to 8 
expected it both from your affection and 
Thoſe reflections are never improper, tho tough too ates un- 
weloome, and conſequently uſeleſs in youth : but I am now 
cre ava of Wo ry Cob purer ga af 
U * 
think of one's own exiſtence without thinking of "_ 
author of it; and one cannot conſider his Phyfical or 
attributes without ſome fear, though in my mind ſtill more 
hopes. It is Tye, WS ean have no adequate notions of the 
attributes of a being ſd infinitely ſuperior to us; but accord- 
ing to the beſt Danang, which we are capable of forming of 
his juſtige and meręy, the latter, which is the comfortable 
ſcale, ſeems neceſſari V to preponderate. Your quotation from 
archbiſhop Tillotſon contains a fair and candid accountof the 
Chriſtian religion; and had his —— 2 * accepted, he 
would certainly have INE He was certainly 
the moſt — and candid of all ch 


archmen of any religion. 
Un 


0 


*. 
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Un efprit de corps is too apt, though I believe often urper- 
ceived, to biaſs their conduct and inflame an honeſt, 
too intemperate, zeal. It is the ſame in every ſociety of men; 
for it is in human nature to be affected and warped by %y 
le and numbers: you are, wirhout a compliment, the 
on one that I know untainted. | 
o deſcend to the world, and particularly to that part of 
it where you reſide, your preſent ſtate ſeems to me an auk- 
ward one; your late ferment ſeems rather ſuſpended than 
EO ad I think I ſee matter for a ſecond fermentation, 
GR ane parliament meets. Some, | believe, will aſk too 
and others perhaps will grant too little. I wiſh both 
parties may be wiſer and honeſter, and then they will be 
quieter than they have been of late. Both ſides would be 
highly offended. if one were to a:lviſe them to apply them- 
ſelves to civil matters only, in the limited ſenſe of that word, 
F mean trade, manufactures, good domeſtic order, ſubordi- 
nation, &c. and not to meddle fo much with politics, in 
which I cannot help ſaying, they are but bunglers. No harm 
is intended them from hence, and if they will be quiet, no 
harm will be done them. The people bave liberty enough, 


and the crown has prerogative enough. Thoſe are the real | 


enemies to Ireland, who would enlarge either at the expence 
of the other, and who have ſtarted points, 'that ought never 
to have been thentionen at all, but __ will now reren 
ally recur.” 

By this time, I fear,” 1 fave tin you 3 z but I e en 
in half this time I ſhould have been tired with writing half fo 
much to any body elſe. Adieu then,” my dear lord, and be 
convinced that while Lam at all, | ſhall be, with IT 
eſteem and effection, | 


+ Your moſt faithful ae and bien, 


65 HESTER 711 vb. 
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I hope the young family continues to be well, and to:do ell. 
Nee nr nts 1s 3: En bne ade from 5 
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L E T T E R XXIV. 
| | Blackheath, Aug; i ' 
MY DEAR LORD, $$"; 755 


My heart only does its duty, but my head and hand of- 


of intentions inſtead of actions. Beſides I muſt acquaint 
you, that I have of late had a deal more on my hands, 
than I either cared or was fit for. LZ'acade&mie des Belles 2 
tres at Paris having, God knows 5 * aſſociated me to their 
body, in return to this unexpected and undeſerved compli- 
ment, I have been obliged to write many letters to individu- 
als, and one to the acad&mie en corps (academic, body), 
which was to be a kind of ſpeech; and I fear it was of the 
very worſt kind, for I have been long diſuſed to k- 
ments and declamations. 
Theſe laſt ſix weeks my ſtate of health has been 3 
better, tho, by no means good ; and if I can but weather out 
the next month tolerabl of * morally ſure of being better 
the two following — which I ſhall paſs at Bath; for 
thoſe waters always prove a temporary, though never a ra- 
dical or nent, cure of my complaints. However cf 
autant de gagne, (it is ſo much clear gain) and that is worth 
the trouble of the journey 
Hawkins broug we the other day your kind preſent of 
Dr. Seed's Tn I have read ſome of them, and like 
them very well. Bur I have neither read nor intend to 
read thoſe which are meant to prove the exiſtence of God; 
becauſe it ſeems to me too great a diſparagement of that 
reaſon which he has given us, to require any other proofs of 
lis exiſtence, than thoſe which the whole, and every part of 


muſt believe his: it cannot be proved 4 priori as ſome have 
ily attempted to do, and cannot be doubted of & poſteriori. 
Cato ſays very juſtly, Aud that be is all nature cries alnud. 


— + ** 6 : 
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Confeſs myſelf in every reſpect a very bad e. 


ten refuſe to do theirs. You, I am ſure, are 'charitable 
enough to every body, and juft enough to me, to accept. 


the creation afford us. If I believe my own exiſtence, I 
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By what I hear from Ireland, the ferment does nat ſeem 
to ſubſide hitherto, but rather to encreaſe. However I can 
not help thinking but that things will go quietly enough in 
the next ſeſſion of parliament. The caſtle will, I take it 
for granted, ſome how or other, procure a mayority, which, 
when the patriots perceive, they will probably think half a 
loaf better than no bread, and come into meaſures. I wiſh, 
for the fake of Ireland, that by may; for I am very fwre 
that, while the ſquabbles ſubſiſt, the public good never 
enters into the head of either party. | 

However your public affairs may go, I am very glad ta 
find that your private ones go ſo well, and that your chil- 
dren anſwer your care and expectations. May you long 
contribute mutually to your reſpective happinels ! 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERPIELD. 


LEFTFER XXV. 


MY DEAR LORD, * — 


Received your jaſt kind letter, but the day before I was 
to leave Blackheath, and {et out for this place, where have 
now been juſt a fortnight. In one reſpect j am the better for 
that fortmght, I mean with regard to my ſtomach, or more 
properly my digeſtion ; for I do not care t e whither I 
eat or not, but I care much to digeſt what I do eat, which 
I have not done the laſt three months, and now do. D*ailleurs, | 
am what you call in Ireland, and a very good expreffion 1 
think it is, uzwell, This unwellue / affects the mind as well 
as the body, and gives them both à difagreeable mertnels. 
force my body into action, and take proper exerciſe ; but 
there is no forcing the mind, and al attermpts of that kind 
are at leaſt ineffectual, but oftener diſgraceful. 


You 
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You will be convinced of that truth, when I ſend you a 
copy of my letter to Pacademte des belles lettres. It was wrote 
invita Minerva, and is the poor offspring of a rape upon my 
reluctant mind. I had not time to have it copied for you 
before I came here, and forgot to bring it with me; but 
when I return to London 1 will ſend you a copy. 

[ am heartily glad that your quarrels are at laſt made up 
in Ireland ; but I am glad from a very different motive 
from moſt other am glad of it for the ſake of the 
country, which I fear was the leaſt concern of either the bel- 
ligerent parties, The triumph of the patriots is complete, 
and the power is now theirs z with all my heart, let them 
but uſe it well. Ne we up l 

There is a great y lying dead in the tr : 
let them apply that to TE uſes. Let them _ 
rage the extenſion and improvement of their manufactures, 
the cultivation of their lands, and aboye all the proteſtant 
charter ſchools. Let them people and civilize the country, 
by eſtabliſhing a fund to invite and provide for proteſtant 
ſtrangers. Let them make Connaught and Kerry know 
that there is a God, a king, and a government, three things, 
to which they are at preſent utter ſtrangers. Theſe and 
other ſuch kind of meaſures would make them patriots in- 
deed, and give them juſt weight and reputation. They have 
got their own ſops, and have now leiture to think of the 
public, if they pleaſe. 

I propoſe ſtaying here a month or ſix weeks longer, or 
even more, if I think that the waters will do more for me. 
All places are now alike to me, as I carry my own ſolitude 
with me wherever I go. Adieu, my dear lord. 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


LET. 
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LETTER XXVI 


ro THE SAME. 


OT _—aC — — a R9V a4 myo 


| | | London, Dec. 15, 1753. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Brought with me from Bath rather a little more health 

than I carried with me there, but full as much deafneſs, 
and this is all the anſwer I can make to your laſt kind in. 
quiries. This, you ſee, is a ſtate rather of ſuffering, than 
enjoying life, and indeed Iam very weary of it, but, thank 
God, ennui is not, as it commonly is, attended with melan. 
choly ; and during the reſt of my journey, I ſhall rather 
ſleep in the voiture (carriage) than be reſtleſs and uneaſy, 
as moſt travellers are, 

I cannot find here the only copy which J had kept of my 
letter to Pacademie des belles lettres; but Mr. Briſtow took 
one over with him to Ireland, which I dare ſay he will rea- 
dily ſhew you, and you may ſignify my conſent to it, by 
ſhewing him this part of my letter. When you do ſee it, 
you will find that its only merit is its being pretty corre 
French, and that it has no intrinſic right to be reckoned 
among les belles lettres. | 

Que le chien mange le loup, ou que le loup mange le chien, 
(let the dog devour, oi be devoured by, the wolf) either in 
Ireland or here, is to me matter of great indifference, pro- 


— rn; wt ot _VÞ aac err 


their leiſure moments, and when they have nothing better to 
do, a little conſider the public good; for after all, there is 
ſuch a thing as public good, though in general people ſeem 
not to think ſo, I am not Utopian enough to propoſe, that 
it ſhould interfere with private intereſt ; but perhaps ifduly 
conſidered, it might appear in ſome few caſes to coincide 
with, and promute it. 

Sheridan has lately publiſhed here an excellent book en- 
titled Britiſh education. Warmed with his ſubject he puſhes 
it rather too far, as all authors do the particular object _ 
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has ſtruck their imagination, and he is too diffuſe; but upon 
the whole, it is both a very uſeful and entertaining book. 
When you ſee it, you will perhaps think that Iam bribed by 
the dedication to ſay what I now ſay of it, for he lays me 
on thick; but that, upon my word, is not the caſe. The truth 
is, that the ſeveral ſituations, which I have been in, having 
made me long the plaſtron of dedications, I am become as 
callous to flattery, as ſome people are to abuſe. 

| think your brother would be much in the wrong to quit 
his preſent commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel to an old regi- 
ment of horſe, for a new-raiſed regiment of foot, which with 
twenty others, would, I hope, be very ſoon broke, The ex- 
travagant and groundleſs, though general fears of an invaſion 
from F II to the timid public, the preſent military 
phrenzy ; but, as I am convinced that the former will ſoon 
vaniſh, 1t is to be hoped the latter will ſoon after ſubſide. 
This, at leaſt, I am very ſure of, that we ſhall not be able 
to pay three years longer the number of troops which we 
now have in our pay. Make my compliments to your young 
family; and be aſſured that I am, moſt faithfully and ſin- 
cerely, your's, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 
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LETTER XXVII. 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 15, 2756. 
MY DEAR LORD, | N 


T is not without doing ſome violence to my weak hand, 

and weaker head, that] attempt to ſatisfy your friendly 
anxiety about my health. I till crawl upon the face of the 
earth, neither worſe nor better than I * ſome — a ig 
weary of, but not murmuring at, my e ſituation. 
Speaking tires and exhauſts me; and as for hearing I have 
none left; ſo that I am alt in the midſt of my friends and 
acquaintance ; 
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acquaintance : but, as I have had much more than my ſhare 
of the good things of this world in the former part of my life, 


I neither do, nor ought to complain, of the change which! 


now experience. Iwill make the beſt uſe I can of this wretch- 
ed remnant of my life, and atone, as well as I can, for the 
1 of the whole piece, by wiſhing that I had employed 
it better. 

hope your children continue to deſerve well all your ten- 
derneſs: that you may have that and every other happineſs, 
is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


** — mmm mn—n——_ 
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LETTER XXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, OA. 11, 1756 
MY DEAR LORD, 


W HAT cana hermit ſend you from the deſarts of Black- 
heath, in return for your kind letter, but his 
thanks? Iſee nobody here by choice, and I hear nobody any 


where, by fatal neceſſity; and as for the thoughtsofa deat, ſoli- | 


tary, tick man, they cannot be entertaining for one in health, as 
Ihope you are. Thoſe thoughts which relate to you are ſuch 
as you would deſire, that is, ſuch as you deſerve. My others 
ſeem to be a ſucceſſion of dreams, but with this comfortable 
circumſtance, that I have no gloomy ones. No paſſions agi- 
tate me, no fears diſturb me, and no filly hopes gull me any 
longer. I have done with this world, and think of my jour- 
ney to another, which I believe is not very remote. In the 
mean time, I fhall next week take one to Bath, which the 
fkilful fay may perhaps do me ; & la bonne beure, 
I will try. Ionly afk for negative ; and if thaſe waters 
will procure me that, I thall be abundantly fatisfied. 


I think 


w_ ws ac ways 
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think you have taken a very prudent reſolution with re- 
gard to your approaching election. 

* George Faulkner dined with me here one day; 
he tells me that reading is not yet come in faſhion in Ireland, 
and that more bottles are baught in one week, than books 
in one year. Adieu, my dear lord: it is impoſſible to be 
more truly and faithfully than I am yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XXIX. 


TO THE SAME, 


Bath, Nov. 21, 1756. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


EN a return to your laſt kind letter, 
which 1 know will be more welcome to you, than that 
which I made to your former ; for I can tell you that I am 
ſomething better, and have, in the month that I have drank 
theſe waters, regained a little ſtrength and fleſh. But, as 
my relapſes have been very frequent, when I have been in 
ſtill a better ſtate of health than I am yet, I take it thankful- 
ly, but only 4 bon compte (on account), without relying up- 
on its duration or improvement. Whatever happens to me, 
am armed with patience, ſatiety, and confidence in my 
Creator to meet it coolly. The buſineſs of the world, as 
Swift ſays, is over with me; and when my time comes, and 
the ſooner the better, for I am weary, I amready and willing. 

Adieu, my dear friend ; writing much hi is very 
troubleſome to me. Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* , LET- 
* 
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LITT ER: INE: 


TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, Sept. 8, 155). 


Was very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival on the other 
I ſide of the water, and that you found the part of your 
family, which you had left there, ſo well; I hope that part 
of it which you took with you from hence will, by time and 
care, be as well roo. My own health, which I know you 
always intereſt yourſelf in, gives me nothing to brag of. 
About three weeks ago, I had a return of my diſorder ; it 
is now gone off, and I am again in that ſtate of vegetation, 
In which you left me. In about a monthor fix weeks, I pro- 
poſe going to Bath, which always gives me a reprieve, but 
never a free pardon. The halter is always about my neck, 
and that you will allow to be rather an uncamfortable ſtate 
of life. 

From this hermitage you muſt expect no news: news 
does not become an hermitage, but truth does; and for d ber- 
mite (on the faith of an hermit) I am 


Your ſincere and faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


—  —— 


LETTER XXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 22, 1757- 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Shall make but a very unſatisfactory return to your kind 

I inquiries and ſolicitude about my health, when I tell 
you, that but three days ago I had a very ſtrong attack of 
my illneſs, which has left me ſtill weak and * g 
| ought 
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thought myſelf the better for the waters, which I have now 
drank a month, till this relapſe came and undeceived me. 
All mineral waters, and the whole materia medica, loſe their 
efficacy upon my ſhattered carcaſe ; and the enemy within 
is too hard for them. I bear it all with patience, and with- 
out melancholy, becauſe I muſt bear it whether I will or 
no. Phyſical 12 are the taxes laid upon this wretched life; 
ſome are taxed higher, and ſome lower, but all pay ſome- 
thing. My philoſophy teaches me to reflect, how much 
higher, rather than how much lower, I might have been 
taxed. How gentle are my ＋ ills, compared with 
the exquiſite torments of gout, ſtone, &c.! The faculties 
of my mind are, thank God, not yet much impaired ; and 
they comfort me in my worſt moments, and amuſe me in 
the beſt. | 
I read with more pleaſure than ever; perhaps, becauſe it 
is the only pleaſure I have left. For, ſince I am ſtruck out 
of living company by my deafneſs, I have recourſe to the 
dead whom alone I can hear; and I have aſſigned them 
their ſtated hours of audience. Solid folios are the people 
of buſineſs, with whom I converſe in the morning. Quartos 
are the eaſier mixed company, with whom [I fit after din- 
ner; and I paſs my evenings in the light, and often frivolous, 
chit-chat of ſmall octavos and duodectmos. This, upon the 
whole, hinders me from wiſhing for death, while other con- 
ſiderations hinder me from fearing it. 
Does lord Clanbraffiil bring in his regiſter bill this ſeſſion ? 
If he can keep it'ſhort, clear, and mild, it will be, in my 
opinion, a very good one. Some time or other, though God 
knows when, it will be found out in Ireland, that the 
piſh religion and influence cannot be ſubdued by force, but 
may be undermined and deſtroyed by art. Allow the pa- 
piſts to buy lands, let and take leaſes equally with the pro- 
teſtants, but ſubject to the gave! act, which will always 
have its effect upon their poſterity at leaſt. Tye them 
down to the government by the tender but ſtrong N. of 
landed property, which the pope will have much ado to 
diſſolve, not withſtanding his power of looſening and bind- 
ing. Uſe thoſe who come over to you, though perhaps only 
ſeemingly at firſt, well and kindly, inſtead of looking for 
their cloven feet and their tails as you do now, Increaſe both 
bz lo 2701 ; $11 WK | your 
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our number, and your care of the proteſtant cherter fehools 
Make your penal bw extremely mild, and then Put them 
ſtrictly in execution. | | | | 


He tibi cum erte. 
(Theſe will de your arts.) 


This would do in time, and nothing elſe will, or ou 
T would as ſoon murder a man for his eſtate, as 
him for his religious and ſpeculative ertors; and, fince Tam 
in a way of quoting verſes, T will give you three out of 
Walſh's famous ode to King William, | 


Nor think it a ſufficient cauſe, 
To puniſh. men by penal laws, 
For not believing right. 


lam very glad that your daughter js recovered. I am glad 
| that yor are well, and whatever you are glad of 8 
my word, | | 


ght. 
ute 


| Your faithful friend and ſervant, 

| 12 

CHESTERPIELD. 
| LETTER KXXXIL 

| TO THE SAME. 


— ———— 


: | . March 4 
MY DEAR LORD, 1 
Find by your letter to madame d Elitzꝰ, that my two laſt 
to yqu miſcarried; for, upon my word, ſince my return 
from Bath I have ſent you two letters, one of them particu- 
larly with my opinion upon lord Clanbraffiil's bill, We have 
neither of us anyfrezſon-to regret their loſs; nor ſhould I do 
it if my ſuppoſed ſllenee had not given you uneaſineſs, and 


® Siſter to the counteſs of Cheſterfield. 


made 
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made you ſuſpect very unjuſtly a change in my ſentiments 
— you. Be aſſured — can never — I am ſo 
well convinced of yours for me: my diforders in my head 
may, and do very often, render me in e of writing z 
but they cannot affect my heart, which will always be warm 
for = friends: and Iam very ſure that you are of that 
number. | | 

Lord Clanbraſſiil's bill is thrown out at laſt, and 
never the worſe, though I approved of it; but it would be 
ſo altered and mangled before it had paſſed the two houſes, 
that it would have been worſe than none. 

My health and ſtrength decay daily, and of courſe my 
ſpirits. The idle dream of this world is over with me; I 
am tired of being every thing but of being 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


r 


LETTER XXXIII. 


- TO THE SAME. 


Received kind letter of the th. The poſt is favour- 
able to us both, for I recerve your letters, and youeſcape 
mine, whicharenotworth your receiving, but from theintereſt 
ou take in the health of a faithful friend. I ſhould rather 
have uſed the word exiſtence; than that of health, not having 
been acquainted with the thing theſe two or three years. I 
am now ively better than I have been this winter, 
but very far being what a healthy man would call well. 
That degree of health I give up entirely; I might as well 
expect rejuveneſcence. | | | 


London, April 14, 1758. 
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I Have received your letter of the 4th inſtant. The day 


you good behaviour, that I cannot refuſe it you, and do | 


of Ireland. To the ſecond. This ninth volume of Swift will 
not do him ſo much honour, as I hope it will bring profit to 
my friend George Faulkner. The hiſtorical part * is a party 
panes founded on the lie of the day, which, as lord 


and delivered out to him, to write Examiners, and other 
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Your political world in Ireland is now quieted for the time 
being. May that quiet laſt ; but I do not think it will. You 
are come to that ſtate in Ireland, which Dr. Brown too try] 
repreſents to be the ſtate of England, in his Eſtimate of the 
Manners and Principles of the times, of which he has juſt 
publiſhed a ſecond volume. If you have not already 
them, I adviſe you to apply to my philoſophical friend George 


„ 


. 


Faulkner for them. They are writ with ſpirit and elegancy, f 
and are, I fear, too juſt. —_ 5 T 
1 am, my dear lord, 8 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CnesTERFIEvn, WMP 


LETTE R XXXIV. 8 


TO THE SAME 


Blackheath, May 23, 1758, k 
MY DEAR LORD, 


afterwards I received the book which you was ſo kind as 
to ſend me by major Maccullogh, and the day after that, 
by Mr. Ruſſel, your bill for expences incurred and not pro- 
vided for, which I have paid. a | 

Now, firſt to the firſt. You ſollicit a very poor 1 
ment ſo modeſtly, and offer your daughters as ſecurity for 


reby appoint you my ſole commiſſioner for the kingdom 


ingbroke who had read it often aſſured me, was coined 


political papers upon. ACTI: 
* The hiſtory of the four laſt years of the queen. 


That 


c K yWW 3SE3zT Ov 


$$ GA. So. 


— . yy OF 2 3 * — = * 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXIIII. XXIV. 353 


That ſpirit remarkably runs through it. Macarteney, fot 
ſtance, murdered duke Hamilton; nothing is falſer, for 
tough Macarteney was very capable of the vileſt actions, 
ie was guiltleſs of that, as I myſelf can teſtify, who was 
at his trial in the king's bench, when he came over vo- 
untarily to take it, in the late king's time. There did 
not appear even the leaſt ground for a ſuſpicion of it, nor 
id Hamilton, who appeared in court, pretend to tax him 
with it, which would have been in truth accuſing himſelf 
of the utmoſt baſeneſs, in letting the murderer of his 
fiend go off from the field of battle, without either re- 
ſentment, purſuit, or even accuſation, till three days af - 
terwards, This ie was invented to inflame the Scotch 
nation againſt the whigs; as the other, that prince Eugene 
ntended to murder Jord Oxford, by employing a ſet of 
people called Mohocks, which ſociety, by the way, never 
exited, was calculated to flame the mob of London. 
Swift took thoſe hints de la meilleure foi du monde, and 
thought them materials for hiftory. So far he is blame- 
leſs, | 

Thirdly and laſtly, I have paid Mr. Ruſſel the twenty- 
eren pounds five ſhillings, for which you drew your bill. 
hope you are ſenſible that I need not have paid it till I 
had received the goods, or at leaſt till I had proofs of 
our having ſent them, but where J have in general a 
good opinion of the perſon, I always proceed frankly, 
ind do not ſtand upon forms, and I have without flattery 
o good an opinion of you, that I would truſt you not 
only with twenty-ſeven pounds, but even as far as thirty- 
even. 

Your friend's letter to you, incloſed in the book, is an 
oneſt and melancholic one: but what can Ido in it? He 
ems not to know the nature of factions in Ireland, the 
revailing for the time being is abſolute, and whoſo tranſ- 
rreſleth the leaſt of their commandments is guilty of the 
whole. A lord lieutenant may if he pleaſes govern alone, 
but then he muſt, as I know by experience, take a great 
deal more trouble upon himſelf than moſt lord liente- 
ants care to do, and he muſt not be afraid: but as they 
commonly prefer ou cum dignitate, their guards, | che 
nttle-axes, and their trumpets, not to mention perhaps, 
ne profits of their poſt, to a Jaboricus execution of it, 
ey muſt neceſſarily rule by a faction, of which faction 

Vo. III A a 1 for 
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for the time being, they are only the firſt ſlaves : the con. 
dition of the obligation is this, your excellency or your 
grace wants to carry on his majeſty's buſineſs ſmoothly, 
and to have it to ſay when you go back, that you met with 
no difficulties, this we have fufhcient ſtrength in parlia. 
ment to engage for, provided we appear to have the fa. 
vour and countenance of the government, the money, 
be it what it will, ſhall be chearfully voted; as for the 
public you ſhall do what you will, or nothing at all, for 
we care for that no more than we fuppoſe your grace or 
excellency does, but we repeat it again, our recommen. 
dations to places, penſions, &c. mult prevail, or we ſhall 
not be able to keep our people in order. Theſe are al. 
ways the expreſſed, or at leaſt the implied, conditions of 
theſe treaties, which either the indolence or the inſuffici. 
ency of the governors ratify : from that moment theſe 
undertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pom. 
pouſly: different from the worſhipful company of under. 
takers here, who feldom bury any body alive, or at leaſt 
never without the conſent and privity of the next heirs. 
I am now ſettled here for the ſummer, perhaps for ever, 
in great tranquillity of mind, not equally of body; I make 
the moſt of it, I vegetate with the vegetables, and I crawl] 
with the inſets in my garden, and I am, fuch as I am, 
moſt faithfully and fincerely 


Yours, | 
CHESTERFIELD, 


L LPT ER . 


TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, June 2, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


AM now in poſſeſſion of the goods you procured me, 
1 and they are both excellent in their kind ; but how 
difficult, not to ſay impoſlible, it is to find an honeſt fac-Y 
tor. You Fave not cheated me it is true, but you have * I 
1 PIN _ grouVY 
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groſly defrauded the biſhop of Waterford, as appears by 
our own account here incloſed, you ſet down two pieces 
and fourteen yards of cloth C. 16. 7s. 3 d. whereas I 
have received ſeven pieces and fourteen yards, which muſt 
certainly come to a great deal more. [tem, you ſet down 
but fix dozen and fix pints of Uſquebaugh, whereas I have 
received nine dozen and fix, for which you put down only 
* 3. 5s. and which makes it as cheap as porter's ale. 
y retrieve your character, which is at ſtake, and clear 

up this matter to the Biſhop, and to 


Your faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— — — — —— — * 


IL TT 
TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, Aug. 29, 1758. 


Cannot return ſuch an anſwer as we could either of us 
wiſh, to your frequent and friendly inquiries after my 
weakened and decaying body and mind. I am at leaſt 
unwell, often worſe, and never quite well. My deafneſs, 
which is conſiderably increaſed, deprives me of that con- 
ſolation, which ſickneſs commonly admits of, the conver- 
lation of a few friends; and my illneſs deprives me of the 
chief conſolation under deafneſs, which is reading and 
writing. My head will ſeldom let me read, and ſeldomer 
let me think, conſequently ſtill ſeldomer let me write. 
Shall I tell you that I bear this melancholy fituation, with 
that meritorious conſtancy and reſignation which moſt 
people boaſt of? No, for I really cannot help it; if I 
could, I certainly would, and ſince I cannot, I have com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon enough, not to make my ſituation 
worſe, by unavailing reſtleſsneſs and regret. 

I hope, for your ſake and many. other people's, that 
your health is perfect, for I know that you will employ it 
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in doing good. May you long have that power, asLam ſure 
you will always have thoſe inclinations! I am, with real 
truth and friendſhip, | | 


_**.. . Your moſt faithful ſervanty : 
CHESTERNTIE Up. 
N —— —— — — 27 ” 4 1 


LET TF 
T O THE 51 M K. 


London, Feb. 20, 175g. 
MT DS ARTELOSD a 


I Received yeſterday your very kind letter of the 1th, 

with the incloſed, which I forwarded according to the 
directions. No apologies about that, for I am very glad 
to be the enirepst between you and whoever you correſ- 
pond with. White proteſts that he troubled you with a 
letter, long ſince the time mentioned in your's. For theſe 
three months he has been confined with the gout, and is 
but. juſt got about me again. But neither could he, nor! 
myſelf, have given you any account of my moſt unac- 
countable illneſs, for J am ill, better, and worſe, within 
the ſpace of every half hour; all that I know is, that it i 
a miſerable latter end of life. But it would not be rea- 
fonable in me to complain, as the former part was happier 
than I could in juſtice pretend to. 

I faid nothing to you upon the death of your brother 
a); I never upon thoſe occaſions do, where I am fure 
the concern is fincere: yours, I dare fay, was ſo; but you 
had this juſt reſtection to comfort you, that he left a good 
character, and a reaſonable fortune to his family, behind 
Wa. <5: + DOF 

Adieu, my dear lord; my head will not be held down 
any longer. n 
| Yours ſincerely, 

CHESTERFIELD: 


(a) Tae biſhop's brother, colonel Chenevix, of the Carabiucers 
S 5 8 &&f bd * 4 1 f 8 E T- 


TO HIS FRIENDS: B. III. L. XX XVI. xx*vti. XTX II. 255 


LETTER XXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 13, 1759. 


u r Dan dene 43&a3T 7. 


AM extremely obliged to you for your kind letter of 

the 2d, and thank God, can return you a more fatis- 
{tory anſwer-than, for ſome time paſt, I have been able 
to do. In the firſt place, Tam alive, which neither 1 nor 
any body elfe, fix months ago, thought that I ſhould be. 
In the next place my old, crazy; and ſhattered carcaſe en- 
joys more negative health than it has done for a long time. 
l owe this unexpected amendment to milk, which, in 
this my ſecond infancy, I live upon almoſt as entirely as I 
did in my firſt. Aﬀes, cows, and even goats club to main- 
tain me. I have in particular a white amalthea, that ſtrays 
upon the heath all day, and ſelects the moſt falutary and 
odoriferous herbs, which ſhe brings me night and mor- 
ning filtrated into milk. Thus I rub on in a tolerable - 
mediocrity ; life is neither a burthen nor a pleaſure to me, 
but a certain degree of ennui neceffarily attends that 
neutral ſtate, which makes me very willing to part with 
it, when he who placed me here thinks fit to call me a- 
way. ee Fe Shel ptr bs err 

| ſuppoſe you felt ſome pangs at pony with your ſon, 
and your tender anxiety. will make you feel ſtill more in 
his abſence,” May he anſwer not only your expectation, 
but your fondeſt wiſhes! am fure it is one of the warm: 
eſt of mine, 5 EH. Laer 23 * C&S 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. g, 1759. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Confeſs I have been long in arrears with you, and owe 
you a great deal for your frequent and kind enquiries 
after my health, or, to ſpeak more properly, my want of 
it; but it has not been in my power to pay. I have been 
often within theſe three months, not only too ill to write, 
but too ill to ſpeak, think, or move. I have now a favour. | 
able moment of negative health, and that is the moſt that 
I muſt ever expect, and I think I cannot employ it better 
than in thanking you for your friendſhip, and in affuring 
you of mine. When Trelled upon the poor remainder ot 
my life, I look upon it as a burthen that mult every day 
row heavier and heavier, from the natural progreſſion of 
phyſical ills, the uſual companions of increaſing years; and 
my reaſon tells me that I ſhould with for the end of it, but 
initint, often ſtronger than reaſon, and perhaps oftener 
in the right, makes me take all proper methods to put it 
off, This innate ſentiment alone, makes me bear life 
with patience, for I aſſure you I have no farther hopes, but 
on the contrary many fears, from it. - None of the pri- 
mitive Anachoretes in the Thebais could be more detached 
from life than Iam. I conſider it as one who is wholly un- 
concerned in it, and even when I refle& back, upon what 
I have ſeen, what I have heard, and what I haye done 
myſelf, I can hardly perſuade myſelf that all that frivolous 
hurry and bultle, and pleaſures of the world, had any 
reality, but ry ſeem to have been the dreams of reſtleſs 
nights. This philoſophy, however, I thank God, neither 
makes me ſour nor melancholic ; I ſee the folly and abſur- | 
1 
1 


uy of mankind, without indignation or peeviſhneſs, I | 
with them wiſer, and conſequently better than they are. 
pity the weak and the wicked, without envying the wile 
and the good, but endeavouring to the utmoſt of my abi- 
lities to be one of that minority. 


Tou 
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You are not quite ſo philoſophical in Ireland, where all 
the tourbillons of Deſcartes ſeem to be in the moſt rapid 
motion. What do your mobs mean? The Hibernian ſpi- 
its are exceedingly inflammable. Lenients and refriger- 
atives will cool and quiet them. E 

am very ſorry that your daughter's lameneſs ſeems in- 
curable, for I heartily wiſh well to every limb of your ſa- 
mily, and am * 


Your moſt ſincere and faithful ſervant, 
CnkESsTERTIEIũ d. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield bids me aſſure you of her 
ſervice and eſteem. eee f 


— 
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LETTER II. 
To THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 22, 1760. 


/“0owh̃ è Jẽ ] ÿqęͤ = RA mꝶm-̃ M . i Ex... 


MY DEAR LORD, ' 


HEN I received your laſt letter, I was not in a con- 
dition to anſwer, and hardly to read it; I was fo 
extremely ill, that I little thought that I ſhould live to the 
date of this letter. 1 have within theſe few months more 
than once ſeen death very near, and when one does ſee it 
near, let the beſt or the worſt people fay what they pleaſe, 
it is a very ſerious conſideration. I thank God, I faw it 
without very great terrors, but at the ſame time the divine 
attribute of mercy, which gives us comfort, cannot make 
us forget, nor ought it, his attribute of juſtice, which 
muſt blend ſome fears with our hopes. The faculty tell 
me that I am now much better, and to be ſure I am fo, 
compared with what I was a fortnight ago, but however 
{till in a very weak and lingering condition, not likely in 
my opinion to hold out long; but whether my end be more 
or leſs remote, I know I am tottering upon the brink of this 
Aa 4 world, 
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world, and my thoughts are employed about the other. 
However, while I crawl upon this planet, I think myſeif 
obliged to do what good I can, in my narrow domeſtic 
ſphere, to my fellow creatures, and to wiſh them all the 
good I cannot do, What ſhare you will always have in 
thoſe wiſhes, our long friendſhip, and your own merit, 
which I have fo long known, will beſt tell you. 


I am, with great truth and juſt eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 
| CHESTERFIELD. 


r 
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LETTER XII. 

ro THE SAME. 

Lendon, April 29, 1760. 

MY DEAR LORD, 


R. des Voeux brought me your kind letter, and 
will ſend me (for he is gone to Germany) his Ec- 


clenaſtes as ſoon as it comes out. A propos of that book, 
I hope you have ſeen Voltaire's precis of it in verſe. No- 
thing in my mind can be finer, than hoth the ſenſe and 
poetry of it ; for fear that you ſhould not have ſeen it, l 
wilt give you two pafiages out of it, that ſtruek me exceed- 


moty . 


Dieu n6ns donna les biens, il veut qu'on en jouifſe, 
Mais n'aubhez jamais leur caute et leur auteur, 
Et lorſque vous goutea fa divine faveur, 
Ol manels — vous d' oublier fa juſticeꝰ. 


* Theft lines may be thus rendered in Engliſh: 


God gave us bleſſings, freely to enjoy; 

Mortals! remembet from whoſe hand they came, 
And, while you taſte his gracious gifts with joy, 

Both love and reverence his awful name. 


9 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK m. IEr. xI. XII. 361 
This is exactly from the original, but the following lines 
are in my mind a great improvement. 


Repandez vos bienfaits avec magnificence, 
Meme aux moins vertueux ne les refufez 

Ne vous informez pas de leur reconnoiſſance, 
Il eft grand, il eft beau de faire des ingrats*, 


now read Solomon with: a ſort of ſympathetic feeling. 1 
have been as wicked and as vain, though not ſo wiſe as 
he; but am now at laſt wiſe enough to teel and atteſt the 
truth of his reflection, that all is vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit. This truth is never ſufficiently diſcovered or felt 
by mere ſpeculation, experience in this caſe is neceſſary 
for conviction, though perhaps at the expence of ſome 
morality. 

do not comprehend you in Ireland en detail, but this 
| comprehend en gros, that that poor country will be un- 
done. All the cauſes, that ever deſtroyed any country, 
conſpire in this point to ruin Ireland; premature luxury, 
for your luxury outſtrips your riches, which in other 
countries it only accompanies; a total diſregard to the 
public intereſt, both in the governed and the governors ; 
a profligate and ſhameleſs avowal of private intereſt; a 
univerſal corruption of both morals and manners. All 
this is more than neceſſary to ſubvert any conſtitution in 
the world. 

You expect, from the intereſt which 1 know you tike 
in it, to have ſome account of my wretched and almoſt 
deſtroyed conſtitution ; but I will only tell you in ſhort, 
that I am not worſe than I was, and that I know I never 
can be better than I am now, though that is bad enough 
of all conſcience. My ſtay in this world cannot be long. 
God, who placed me here, only knows when he will 
order me out of it; but whenever he does, I ſhall moſt 
willingly obey his command, with confidence in his mer- 
fy. Adieu, my dear lord.. Jam moſt ſincerely yours, . 


CurzsTE RFIELD. 


+ Diffoſe your Wente; with a liberal band; 

Nor ſpare the leaſt kerb to relieve «4 

No thanks the generous mind ſhould e er demand; 
Tis great, tis godlike, unrepaid to give. 


LE T- 
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Blackheath, Aug. 28, 1760. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

1 Should have anſwered your laſt and moſt friendly let. 
ter ſooner, but that the weak and languid ſtate which 
I have been in, for ſome time, did not leave me ſpirits 
to do any thing, much leſs any thing well. What was 
unjuſtly and infamouſly urged againſt Algernoon Sidney, 
I found too true in my own caſe, that Scribere e/t agere, 
(writing is acting) and therefore I did not undertake it. 
I am now a little better, but this better moment is no ſe- 
curity that the next will not be a very bad one, for I am 
more than journalier in my complaints, even hours make 
great variations in them. This, you muſt allow, is an 
unfortunate latter end of my lite, and conſequently a 
tireſome one ; but I muſt own too that perhaps it is a very 
juſt one, and a ſort of balance, to the tumultuous and 
imaginary pleaſures of the former part of it. In the ge- 
neral courſe of things, there ſeems to be, upon the 
whole, a pretty equal diſtribution of phyſical good and 
evil, ſome extraordinary caſes excepted, and even moral 
good and evil ſeem mixed to a certain degree; for one 
never ſees any body ſo perfectly good, or ſo perfectly 
bad, as they might be. Why this is fo, it is in vain for 
us upon this planet to inquire, for it is not given us yet 
to know. I behold it with a reſpectful admiration, and 

cry out, O altituds ! | 
White told me that you intend to turn gardener, and 
that your firſt trial is to be raiſing of melons, for which 
reaſon I have ſent you ſuch a proviſion of good melon 
feed of different kinds, as will ſerve : you, your nati na- 
torum, et qui naſcentur ab illis ; (your children's children, 
and thoſe that will be born of them) but, as an older and 
more experienced gardener, than you are, I muſt add 
ſome initruQions as to their culture. Know then that 
they are much better raiſed in tanner's bark than in dung; 
that you ſhould put but two ſeeds in what the gardeners 
call a light, and that when they are about half grown, if 
the weather is hot, you ſhould cover them with oiled 


paper, 


8 
. 
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paper, inſtead of glaſs, to ſave the vines from being 
burned up before the fruit is ripe. I, and moſt people 
here, prefer the Canteloupes, but they are not the beſt 
bearers. Sy | 

I am very glad that your ſon does hitherto ſo well at 
the univerſity, and there is no doubt of his continuing to 
do ſo, provided he keeps clear of the epidemical vices of 
colleges in general, and of Iriſh colleges in particular. 
You may eaſily gueſs that I mean that beaſtly degradin 
vice of drinking, which increaſes with years, and whi 
ends in ſtupid ſottiſhneſs. I hope all the reſt of your 
family are as well as I wiſh them, for upon my word, I 
ſincerely wiſh you all tutti quanti as well as you can wiſh 
yourſelves. | 

I am, my dear lord, 


Your faithful friend and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 16, 1760. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


Make no excuſes for the * „ my correſpon- 

dence, or the unfrequency of my letters; for my de- 
clining mind keeps pace with my decaying body, and I 
can no more ſcribere digna legi (write things worthy to be 
read), than I can facere digna ſcribi, (do things worthy. 
to be written). My health is always bad, though ſome: 
times better and ſometimes worſe, but never good. My 
deafneſs increaſes, and conſequently deprives me of the 
comforts of ſociety, which other people have in their 
uneſſes; in ſhort, this laſt ſtage of my life is a very te- 
dious one, and the roads very bad; the end of it can- 
rot be very far off, and I cannot be ſorry for it. I wait 
for it, imploring the mercy of my Creator, and depre- 
cating his Juſtice. The beſt of us muſt truſt to the 
former, and dread the latter, G - 
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do not know what picture it is of the late lord Scar. 
borough, that you would have copied; I have none, not 
do I know of any, unleſs perhaps Jeminy Lumley bas 
one, ſo ſend me your farther directions about it. 

In my opinion you are very much in the right not to 
concern yourſelf in the conteſted elections. AbRtine 2 
fabis (Abſtain from beans) is as becoming a maxim for 2 
biſhop, as it was for Pythagoras; moreover, in parlia. 
mentary elections perhaps there is no choice. You are 
all wild about them in Ireland, and want, it ſeems, to 
have all the ill blood, expence, and riot, which they oc. 
caſion, renewed every ſeven years. I wiſh you would be 
quiet, for 1 prophely that you will get no good by your | 
politics, but I fear much the contrary. | | 

[ queſtion whether you will ever ſee my friend George 
Faulkner in Ireland again, he is become ſo great and 
conſiderable a man here in the republic of letters; he 
has a conſtant table open to all men of wit and learning, 
and to thoſe ſometimes who have neither. I have been 
able to get him to dine with me but twice, though other. 
wiſe, I muſt do him the juſtice to fay, he lives with his 
old friends upon the ſame eaſy foot as formerly. Adieu, 
my dear lord : I am the moſt faithful of your friends and 
ſervants. V2 EV | 
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MY DEAR LORD, ui ala 
Have been much and long in your debt, contrary, to 
my inclmation, fot hate to be in any debt, eſpeci- 

ally in marks of friendſhip and affection; but I am per- 

ſuaded you know the ſentiments of my heart, with te- 
gard to yourſelf, too well to requite regular promiſſory 
notes, for my debts of that kind. Beſides, in truth, pa. 


per 


TO HIS FRIENDS. - BOOK III. LET. XLII. XEIV. 36; 

r credit is ſo much ſtretched, both here and in Ireland, 
that I think it will now go for very little in either country. 

You have a new lord lieutenant for your country, who 
certainly is able, and I dare fay willing to do well. But 
for God's ſake be quiet, mind your interior civil intereſt, 
and do not get into any more political ſcrapes with Eng- 
land, that will always be too hard for you in the end, 
and, if provoked, I doubt too hard upon you. I have 
fill a tenderneſs for Ireland,” and am really concerned 
when I hear of its being worked up into a general fer- 
ment, only that a few individuals may make the better 
bargain for themſelves: + © - 8 

| will tell you nothing of the ſeveral changes at court, 
which from the gazettes you will know as much of as þ 
do here from the fame authority, for I have no better, 
and am glad of it; for what is the world now to me, or 
| to the world, except as a citizen of it, in which ca 
city I will always endeavour to do my little part to my 
fellow creatures? I] know no uſe that a deaf, infirm, 
wretched creature as I am, can be of to fociety, unleſs 
that of maintaming the neceflary number of his ſpecies, 
to attend and nurſe him. Your conſtant and kind anxi- 
ety about my health makes you, I know, deſire that I 
ſhould give you ſome account of it, but I cannot by 
any means give you ſuch an account as you would with 
for. I came here juſt fix weeks ago, and for the firſt 
fortnight was abundantly better, and I] with I had then 
cut out a winner, to uſe the gamelter's phraſe ; but it 
was very natural to continue a medicine that did me a 
great deal of good, in hopes of more; for who is ſatis- 
hed with, or knows what is, enough ? Since that, the 
waters have done me as much harm as at firſt they did me 
good, and I return to London next Monday, in juſt the 
lame weak and myferable condition in which Þ came here. 

| hope you and all your family are unacquainted with 
the ills I feel. May you all long continue ſo, and enjoy 
al the other comforts and bleſſings of life. I am, my 
*car lord, 719 


— 
an 
— = a 


* 
[i 
19 
' 
% A 
4 
1 
. 
T7 » 
y 
i l 
ö ' 
[] 
l 
[ 
N . 
l p 
' 
k f 
4 
4 1 
þ 
4 \ 
1 
1 1 
1 * 
{ „ 
5 
| Tz 
' 1 
1 257 
1 
N 1 
4 * 
L 4 
17 
” Ti 
Cl} 
1 
©) 
1. 
«| 
** . 
9 
M7 
| 9 
8 
| 4 
TH 7 
l 
0 
1 
1 
1 
. 


(FM 

| 11 

| ö 

iy 
1 

. bf | 
li | 
j | 

| 

i 

i 


. 
5 

þ 
1 


— — — * — 
s — — — 


5 


Vour moſt faithful friend, 


and humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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LE T T 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 9, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


O fatisfy your kind impatience concerning my 
health, I am obliged to take up the pen myſelf, 
though little able to conduct it. Poor White has been 
very ill theſe two months, and part of the time in great 
danger, from a violent fever, which returned after ſuch ſhort 
intervals as left him no time to recover any ſtrength ; but 
now fortunately all his complaints have centered in a ve 
ſevere fit of the gout, which I hope will ſet all right. He 
has lived with me now above forty years ; we were young 
and healthy together, we are old and crazy, and ſeem to 
be tending to our laſt ſtage together. This is the natu- 
ral courſe of things, and upon the whole we have neither 
of us any cauſe of complaint. As to myſelf, I am one 
day better, and another worſe ; and my ſtate of vegeta- 
tion, for it is no more, is a lingering and a drooping one. 
Lord Halifax will be with you at the end of Septem- 
ber, or the beginning of October. I am ſure he will 
make you a good governor, and I hope a popular one; 
for I know he goes firmly reſolved to-do all the good he 
can to Ireland. He underſtands buſineſs, and, what is 
more, loves it; he has ſteadineſs and reſolution to govern 
you well himſelf, and he will not be governed by under- 
takers. Adieu, my dear lord ; my head, and my hand, 
both call upon me to trouble you no longer, 


I am your moſt affeQionate friend, 
| and faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


1. E I- 


TO'HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET XLV. XLVI. 367 


LEM TE KR: REVL; 


TO THE SAME. 


8 Blackheath, Sept. tz, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
1 DO not know whether I ſhall give you a reaſon which 
you will reckon a good one, but I will honeſtly give 
you the true one, for my writing ſo ſeldom. It is one of 
the effects, and not the leaſt diſagreeable one, of my diſ- 
order, to make one indolent, and unwilling to undertake 
even what one has a mind to do. I have often ſet down 
in the intention of writing to you, when the apparatus of 
a table, pen, ink and paper has diſcouraged me, and 
made me procraſtinate, and ſay, like Feſtus, ** at a con- 
venient time will I ſpeak to thee.” Thoſe, who have not 
experienced this indolence and languor, I know, have no 
conception of them, and therefore many people ſay that 
am extremely well, becauſe I can walk and ſpeak, with- 
out knowing how much it coſts me to do either. This 
was the caſe of the biſhop of Offory, who reported only 
from my outſide, which is not much altered. I cannot 
ſay, however, that I am poſitively ill, but I can poſitively 
ſay that I am always unwell. In ſhort I am in my health, 
what many, reckoned in the main good fort of people, 
are in their morals ; they commit no flagrant crimes, but 
their conſcience ſecretly reproaches them with the non- 
obſervance or the violation of many lefler duties. White 
is recovered from his acute illneſs, and is now only in- 
firm and crazy, and will be ſo as long as he lives. I be- 
leve we ſhall ſtart fair. 

The biſhop of Offory told me one thing, that I heard 
with great pleaſure, which was, that your ſon did ex- 
tremely well at the univerſity, and anſwered, not only 
your hopes, but your wiſhes; I fincerely congratulate 
you upon it. 

The town of London and the city of Weſtminſter are 
gone quite mad with the wedding and the approaching 
coronation. People think and talk of nothing elſe. For 
my part, I have not ſeen our new queen yet; and as 
tor the coronation, I am not alive enough to march, 


nor 
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LETTER A. 
To THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, June 9, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


O fatisfy your kind impatience concerning my 
health, I am obliged to take up the pen myſelf, 
though little able to conduct it. Poor White has been 
very ill theſe two months, and part of the time in 
danger, from a violent fever, which returnedafter ſuch ſhort 
intervals as left him no time to recover any ſtrength ; but | 
now fortunately all his complaints have centered in a very 
ſevere fit of the gout, which I hope will ſet all right. He 
has lived with me now above forty years ; we were young 
and healthy together, we are old and crazy, and ſeem to 
be tending to our laſt ſtage together. This is the natu- 
ral courſe of things, and upon the whole we have neither 
of us any cauſe of complaint. As to myſelf, I am one 
day better, and another worſe ; and my ſtate of vegeta- 
tion, for it is no more, is a lingering and a drooping one. 
Lord Halifax will be with you at the end of Septem- 
ber, or the beginning of October. I am ſure he will 
make you a good governor, and I hope a popular one; 
for I know he goes firmly reſolved to.do all the good he 
can to Ireland. He underſtands buſineſs, and, what 1s 
more, loves it; he has ſteadineſs and reſolution to govern 
you well himſelf, and he will not be governed by under- 
takers. Adieu, my dear lord; my head, and my hand, 
both call upon me to trouble you no longer. 


I am your moſt affectionate friend, 
| and faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD: 


LE I- 
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LE TCT ER: SEVT 


TO THE SAME. 


i Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
1 DO not know whether I ſhall give you a reaſon which 

you will reckon a good one, but I will honeſtly give 
you the true one, for my writing ſo ſeldom. It is one of 
the effects, and not the leaſt diſagreeable one, of my diſ- 
order, to make one indolent, and unwilling to undertake 
even what one has a mind to do. I have often ſet down 
in the intention of writing to you, when the apparatus of 
a table, pen, ink and paper has diſcouraged me, and 
made me procraſtinate, and ſay, like Feſtus, © at a con- 
venient time will I ſpeak to thee.” Thoſe, who have not 
experienced this indolence and languor, I know, have no 
conception of them, and therefore many people ſay that 
am extremely well, becauſe I can walk and ſpeak, with- 
out knowing how much it coſts me to do either. This 
was the caſe of the biſhop of Offory, who reported only 
from my outſide, which is not much altered. I cannot 
ſay, however, that I am poſitively ill, but I can poſitively 
ſay that I am always unwell. In ſhort I am in my health, 
what many, reckoned in the main good fort of people, 
are in their morals ; they commit no flagrant crimes, but 
their confcience ſecretly reproaches them with the non- 
obſervance or the violation of many leſſer duties. White 
is recovered from his acute illneſs, and is now only in- 
firm and crazy, and will be ſo as long as he lives. I be- 
lieve we ſhall ſtart fair. 

The biſhop of Offory told me one thing, that I heard 
with great pleaſure, which was, that your ſon did ex- 
tremely well at the univerſity, and anſwered, not only 
your hopes, but your wiſhes; I fincerely congratulate 
you upon it. 

The town of London and the city of Weſtminſter are 
gone quite mad with the wedding and the approaching 
coronation. People think and talk of nothing elſe. For 
my part, I have not ſeen our new queen yet; and as 
for the coronation, I am not alive enough to march, 
| | no: 
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nor dead enough to walk at it. You can bear now 120 
then a quibble, I hope; but I am, * the leaſt 
equivoque, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S. Your lord heutenant will be with you immedi. 
ately after the coronation. He has heard of combi. 
nations, confederations, and all ſorts of ations, to 
handcuff and fetter him ; but he ſeems not in the 
leaſt apprehenfive of them. 


1— K 


LITT T FEN W. 


TO THE AAT. 
London, Oct. 31, 1781. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 NEVER doubted but that lord Halifax's reception of 


you would be ſuch as, by your laſt letter, you inform 


me it was. The leaſt relation to his late uncle“, and my 
friend, will always be a recommendation to him; but 
zou have a better. I received yelterday, from my old 
friend Faulkner, his fpeech at the opening of this new 
parliament, and am moſt extremely pleaſed both with the 
matter and the manner. He dwells upon my three fa- 
vourite points; the proteſtant charter ſchools, the linen 
manufacture, and a proper indulgence of the Roman 
Catholics. 
have ſent Mrs. Ruſſell ſome melon-ſeed for you, 
Which ſhe will convey to you when ſhe has a proper op- 
portunity. There are two forts, one of the largeſt and 
beſt canteloups I ever eat in my life; the other is of a 
maller ſize, the. coat very near black, but rather I think 
of a ſuperior flavor to the other. If, in raiſing them you 
make uſc of tann, inſtead of dung, they will be my 
tlic mer: 
The earl of Scarborough. 1 . 
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[ am perſuaded that your buſineſs in parliament will go 
ſmoothly on, at leaſt this ſeſſion; I hope ſo for the ſake of 
lreland, that can never be a gainer by quarrelling with 
England, however juſtly. 

As you always inſiſt upon my acquairing you with my 
ſtate of health for the time being, I will tell you that I am 
not worſe, rather a little better, but far from well. Well 
[muſt never expect to be. I ſhall go, in about ten 28 


to the Bath, in hopes of being ſomething better, I 
will compound for ſmall gains. 
I am, my dear lord, moſt faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XLVII, 


TO THE SAM E« 


MY DEAR LORD, 


CANNOT anſwer your laſt kind letter as I could wiſh, 
and as you, I believe, wiſh full as much as I, by tell. 
ing you that I am better: all I can do for you is, to tell 
you that I am not worſe. I have always reminiſcences of 
my rheumatiſm more or leſs, ſometimes very ſevere ones 
in my legs, which I do not expect ever to be entirely free 
from, for I never knew any man radically cured of rheu- 
_—_ LE 8 je vigete & voila tout, (1 vegetate, and 
at 18 all. ; 
| ſincerely congratulate you upon the academical triumphs 
of your ſon, which muſt give you the moſt ſenſible plea- 
ſure, I look upon your care of him to be now over, as he 
has learning and knowledge to know, that he muſt not 
only keep what he has, but improve it. It is only thoſe 
who know very little, that ſtop ſhort, thinking they know 
enough, which ends in knowing nothing. 
The piece of callico, which you ſent White, is extreme- 
V good and fine. Mind your weaving and ſpinning, and 
Vol, III. 0 B b * 5 lay 
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lay aſide your politics; the former will enrich you, but 
take my word for it, you will never be the better for the 
latter. I wiſh I could ſee your great politicians labourin 

for the good of he country, like Hercules, with diſtaffs, 
inſtead of ſeptennial bills in their hands. What, and ſo 
be dependent upon England? ſays Mr. Lucas. Yes, | 
hope ſo; for when Ireland is no longer dependent upon 
England, the Lord have mercy on it! 


8 


555 0 K 2 „ , Ras 


I am, moſt ſincerely, 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER HII. 


TO THE $AMEs 


Blackheath, Sept. 4, 1762, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Y wretched health, about which you ate ſo kindly 

ſollicitous, is ſo very variable, that I can hardly 
give you any account of it at the beginning of a letter, 
without having reaſon at the end of it to alter that account. 
The humor, whether gouty or rheumatic, or rather as! 
think a compound of both, teazes and chicanes me, ſome- 
times in my legs, ſometimes in my head and ſtomach, and 
ſometimes, though ſeldom, 1s quite quiet, and then I am 
as well as at my time of lifeI can ever hope to be. I muſt 
take it all as it comes, and will bear it with patience. God 
has ſent phyſical, as well as moral, ills into the world, and 
for good and wiſe reaſons of his own, I am convinced, 
which I do not pretend to know; nor do I at all admit 
thoſe reaſons which men are pleaſed to aſſign for it. | 
with mankind would condeſcend to be reſpectfully ignorant 
of many things, which it is impoſſible they can ever know 
whilſt in this world. But no, we muſt know every thing, 
and our pride will not let us own our ignorance. - - 


The 
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The piece of raw ſilk, which you ſent me incloſed in your 
laſt, ſeems to me, who underſtand very little of the matter, 
extremely good; but to tell you the truth, I doubt it will 
never prove an extenſive and profitable manufacture. 
Your climate is not warm enough for mulberry trees, 
and the worms will not be nouriſhed as they are in hotter 
countries. However, you do very well to try, for what- 
ever quantity of ſilk you may make, will be fo much clear 
gain, will encourage induſtry, and let the worſt come to 
the worſt, the plantations of mulberry trees will adorn the 
country. I am glad to find the ſpirit of induſtry is ſo ac- 
tive amongſt you ; it is much better than the ſpirit of po- 
litics, and Ireland will get much more by it. Adieu, my 
dear lord. I am, with the greateſt truth and affection, 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD» 


8 * 


LET I ER I. 
TO THE SAME. 
| Blackheath, Oct. 7, 1762. 


MY DEAR LOR D, 


THANK you heartily for your laſt kind letter; it is 
ſome faticfaQion, in all misfortunes, to know that thoſe 
people whom one loves and values intereſt themſelves in 
them, and I am ſure that you take a ſincere part in mine. 
lam not worſe, and I am not better, than when I wrote 
to you laſt. I know that I never can nor ſhall be better, 
and I will readily compound for never being worſe. Pre- 
ident-Monteſquieu, who had been almoſt blind for many 
years, uſed to ſay, ze ſais etre aveugle, (I know how to be 
blind;) and I am ſure I have been long enough ill, toknow 
how to be ſo. But he was not deaf, and if I were not ſo, 
[ ſhould be much leſs affected by my other complaints. I 
cannot uſe myſelf to deafneſs, though I have now had it 
Bb 2 fourteen 
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fourteen years; itgives one a ſtupid look at firſt, and ſoon 
afterwards makes one really ſo. 

This has been a very bad ſeaſon for the Jeſuits, and! 
do not very well ſee why, unleſs it be that there is a time 
for all things, and that theirs is come; for their religious 
and moral, or if you will immoral doQrines, have been 
the ſame theſe two hundred years. They have often in- 
deed been attacked during that time, and by great men, 
but have always recovered it, whereas now they die. ] 
will venture to propheſy they will never recover, this be. 
ing by no means an eccleſiaſtical age. I even queſtion 
whether the popes will hold it out much longer. 

I will ſend ſome excellent melon-ſeed to Mrs. Ruſſel, 
who I take it for granted can find ſome means of forward. 
ing it to you. It is three years old, which we gardeners 
reckon the beſt age. Adieu, my dear lord. 


I am, moſt faithfully, 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


In about three weeks, I propoſe going to Bath, for my | 
rheumatic pains, 


—_ 


LETTER LE 


TO THE SAME. 


London, January 6, 1763. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


| I CONFESS myſelf a moſt lazy and aukward correſpon- 

dent, but it is not ſo much my fault as it is my misfor- 
tune, for writing now is not the eaſy taſk to me that it was 
formerly, and both my head and my hand undertake it un- 
willingly. However, in ſpite of them both, I could not let 
this ſeaſon paſs by, without wiſhing you and yours a 
great many happy new years; not in ang with 
cuſtom, 
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cuſtom, but to ſatisfy my ſentiments of friend hip d 


affection for you. 

am returned from the Bath with much better heal: 
than 1 carried there. I have now a tolerable negative 
degree of health, which at my age, and with my ſhat- 
tered conſtitution, is all that I can reaſonably aſk of hea- 
ven, for the ſhort remainder of my ſpan. 

[ am glad to hear that I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeei 
you and your ſon this ſummer: I hope you will not em- 
bark before the ſtormy ſeaſon is over, which is not till 
April or May. 


I am, with the trueſt friendſhip and eſteem, 
My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE TFH 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 5, 1763. 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


THANK you for your kind and informing letter, 
which I received by the. laſt poſt. I cannot give you 
ſuch an account of myſelf as I know you wiſh. I was 
dangerouſly ill of a bilious fever ten days before I left 
London, and remained extremely weak and low from it. 
The faculty haſtened me to this place, which was, as they 
ſaid, to carry off the dregs of the fever, reſtore my 
ſtrength and ſpirits, and what not. The waters, howe- 
ver, which I have now drank a full fortnight, have done 
no ſuch thing ; inſtead of that, I grow weaker every day, 

You 
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You have acted in the affair of the charities as become 
your eccleſiaſtical character, and your private character of 
integrity and. charity as a man, in endeavouring to detect, 
if you cannot puniſh, thoſe ſacrilegious frauds, in di. 
verting to infamous political jobs, the ſums of money be- 
qucathed and appropriated for the relief of the poor. 
That I call ſacrilege in the higheſt degree, if giving to 
the poor be, as undoubtedly it is, lending to God. This 
is a much more criminal ſacrilege than ſtealing an old 
pulpit cloth out of a pariſh church, that can do as well 
without it, and which, though canonically called facri. 
lege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go on then, 
my good lord, and detect not only the thieves, but thoſe 
who connive at them. Thou ſaweſt a thief, and conſent. 
edit unto him, was formerly the deſcription of a very bad 
character, and ſhould be fo ſtill, unleſs your doQors of 
divinity will ſay, like Moliere's doctor of phyſic, nu 
avons change tout cela, (we have altered all that.) Good 
night, my dear lord. | 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L E 1: T UN 
TO THE JAM 


London, Mar. 17, 1764 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


OUR laſt letter, which I received this week, made 
me two letters in your debt; but you are ſo uſed to 


my bad payment, that I am ſure you will excuſe it, eſpe | 


cially when you conſider that people of quality ſeldom 


pay at all, whereas I ſometimes pay ſomething in part, 


and upon account. 
[ affure you it is no compliment, but a literal truth, 
when I tell you that I have the warme/ ſenſe of your 
| | kindneſs, 


a _£o Wc, ws 
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kindneſs, in providing my old and chilled carcaſe, with 
ſuch a quantity of flannel. I have cut my waiſtcdats ac- 
cording to my cloth, and they come half way down my 
thighs. 

Fa told you are all together by the ears in Ireland. We 
are ſo here too; and it will always be ſo, while avarice 
and ambition triumph over reaſon and virtue. Adieu, 
my dear lord. I am | | 

Moſt faithfully yours, Sat 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LE TT © & N. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, OR. 1, 1564 


HAVE been a long time in your debt, but I hope that 
my age and infirmities give me ſome privileges to 
compenſate a little for the loſs of youth and health. I am 
paſt the age at which a Roman ſoldier was rude donatus, 
which ſome have tranſlated, given to be rude. 1 adopt 
that verſion. Since your friendſhip for me makes you 
ſollicitous to have accounts of my health, I will tell you 
that I am neither better nor worſe than when you heard 
from me laſt. I am never free from phyſical ills of one 
kind or another, but uſe and. patience make them ſup- 
portable; and I own this obligation to them, that they 
have cured me of worſe ills than themſelves, I mean mo- 
ral ills, for they have given me leiſure to examine, and 
reflection to ſubdue, all my paſſions. I think only of 
doing my duty to my Creator, and to my fellow-created 
beings, and omnis in hoc ſum (this is my only object.) 

Are you a grandfather in embryo yet? That ought by 
this time to be manifeſt. When you ſhall be really ſo, 
may your grand-children give you as much ſatisfaction 
as your own children have done ! ' 

Good night, my dear lord; I am moſt affectionately 
yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield deſires me to add her com- 
pliments to all, LS LE» 
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L3TT T.E:R- IE 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1763. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


OUR letter gave me the pleaſure of knowing your 
ſafe arrival in Ireland; but if you were as ſick asuſu. 
al at ſea, notwithſtanding my brandy and lemon, and 
your own ſaffron bag, you ſink it upon me, which is not 
quite fair to your doQor, who ſhould always be informed 
of the ſucceſs of his preſcriptions. 

As you are always as ſollicitous about my health as J 
am, and more ſo about my life, I will tell you that I am 
juſt as you left me, neither well nor ill, and hobbling on 
to my journey's end, which I think I am not afraid of, 
but will not anſwer for myſelf, when the object draws 
very near, and is very ſure. That moment is at leaſt a 
very reſpectable one, let people who boaſt of not fearing 
it ſay what they pleaſe, and by the way thoſe people have 
commonly the moſt reaſon to fear it. 

Your lord heutenant* will be with you very ſoon, to 
meet your parliament. Thoſe firſt meetings are gene- 
rally kind ones, and often much kinder than the part- 
ings. I really think he will be liked, for he is, in my 
opinion, the honeſteſt and moſt religious man in the 
world, and moreover, very much a gentleman in his be- 
haviour to every body. But what orders he may bring 
with him from hence, or what temper he may find you 
in, that may create differences, I cannot ſay, becauſe I 
am ſure I do not know; but this I know, that thoſe 
amongſt you who are wiſe, will avoid quarrelling with 
England. I ſay this only for the fake of Ireland, to 
which I moſt fincerely wiſh well, and believe that J 
am generally thought to do ſo. Do not think of mimick- 
ing our parliamentary tricks in England, for they will not 
do in Ireland. | | | 


Lord Hertford. 


I propak 
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I propoſe going to Bath in about three weeks, for half 
repairs at moſt, whole ones I do not pretend to: my 


| wretched veſſel is too much ſhattered to be ever fit for 
failing again. May yours ſail eafily and ſafely many years! 


I am, my dear lord, 
Yours moſt affectionately and faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


L-CS 3-83... 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 26, 1766. 
MY-DEAR LORD, 


T HOUGH I too long delayed ſending you my 
wiſhes of this ſeaſon, I am ſure you did me the 
juſtice to believe that I formed them as heartily and ſin- 
cerely for you, as you could do for me; and more I 
think cannot be aid on either ſide. We have known 
one another too long to have any doubts upon that 
ſubject. | 

The buſineſs of pamphleteering, I find, is not mono- 
polized on this fide of the channel; for I have lately 
read two or three angry papers, and one of them ſquirted 
out by my friend Dr. Lucas. Surely your government 
will be wiſe enough not to take any notice of them. 
Puniſhment will make ſectaries and political writers conſi- 
derable, when their own works would not ; and if my 
friend Lucas had not been perſecuted under lord Har- 
rington's government, I believe he would have been, 
long before this, only a good apothecary, inſtead of a 
ſcurvy politician. I remember, at the latter end of queen 
Anne's reign, there was a great number of fanatics, who 
ſaid they had, and very poſſibly really thought they had, 
the gift of prophecy. They uſed to aſſemble in Moor- 
fields to exert that gift, and were attended by a vaſt 
number of idle and curious ſpectators. The then mi- 


niſtry, 
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niſtry, who loved a little perſecution well enough, was 
however wiſe enough not to diſturb theſe madmen, and 
only ordered one Powel, who was the maſter of a fa. 
mous puppet-ſhow, to make Punch turn prophet, which 
he did ſo well, that it ſoon put an end to the prophets 
and their prophecies. 

I have been wnwell of late, and have been let blood 
twice this week, which has done me ſo much good, that 
I am now better than I was before my diſorder ; but, 
well or unwell, I am always, 


My dear lord, 
Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— — 


F 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 17, 1766. 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


Received your kind letter yeſterday, and forwarded the 
incloſed according to your directions. It is true I 
was long in your debt ; but it 1s as true too, that Iam no 
longer, as I once was, the pen of a ready writer ; both 
my head and my hand ſeem to decline writing; in ſhort, 
Non ſum qualis eram (1 am no more the man I formerly 
was). My ſtate of health, which you are always kindly 
inquiſitive about, is juſt as you left it. JI am too old to 
expect it to mend, and thank God it declines but gently, 
and I rather glide than tumble down hill. 
I heartily congratulate you upon the good effects of 
ur bill, and it is almoſt pity that you have no fins for 
this act of charity to cover. Adieu, my dear lord. 


I am moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* 


P. 8. My compliments to your ſon. 
. LET: 
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LET 35 LEVEL 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, OR. 10, 1766. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


AM conſcious that I have been long in your debt ; 
and, were my letters of any value, I would make 
you my excuſes for non-payment. The mind unfortu- 
nately Keeps pace in decay with the body, and age and 
infirmities weaken them equally. I feel it moſt ſenſibly ; 
my body totters, and my underſtanding ſtutters ; but, I 
thank God, I am wiſe enough ſtill, not to put either of 
them upon attempting, what neither of them could pro- 
bably perform. I have run the filly rounds both of plea- 
ſure and buſineſs, and have done with them all. I think 
there is ſome merit in knowing when to have done. I 
have lived here at my hermitage in peaceful retirement 
all this ſummer, without any grievous phyſical ills, but 
at the ſame time never quite free from ſome of the lefler 
ones. Upon the whole, I have no reaſon to murmur at 
my lot, it is better than I have deſerved; and, as I have 
generally obſerved that there is a compenſation of good 
and ill even in this world, I ought not to complain, con- 
ſidering the former part of my life, that the latter part of 
it is as wretched as it now is, I mean relative to my 
deafneſs. | | 

You have a new lord lieutenant“. I have ſeen him 
once, and he ſeems reſolved to do well. One thing I 
verily believe, that he will have no dirty work done, nor 
the leaſt corruption ſuffered. 

I give you a thouſand thanks for executing the com- 
miſhons, which I was impertinent enough to trouble you 
with; but I do not know ſo good a maſter of the robes 
as you are. You keep me in flannel, and you procure 


me linen, which are all the cloathings I want. 


Lord Townſhend. 
How 
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How goes it with your ſon, 'and alſo with your little 
grandſon ? for I ſhall always take a ſincere part in what. 
ever relates to you, being, with great truth and affection, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— \ 


—— 8 


L. ET T . 
To THE SAME. 
London, March 12, 176). 


MY DEAR LORD, 


OU cloathed me when I was naked, but I believe 

you have often done that to many others; ſo I will 
not trouble you with many thanks upon that ſubject. 
Your linen was very good and cheap, and flannel very 
comfortable to my old carcaſe, during the laſt very ſevere 
winter, and I ſhall not leave it off even in ſummer ; but, 
conformably to the laws of Ireland, I believe I ſhall be 
buried in Iriſh woollen. 
My kinſman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, has mar- 
ried a niece of Mr. Barnes of Derby, whom you know. 
His fon, whom J have taken and adopted, turns out pro- 
digiouſly well, both as to parts and learning, and gives 
me great amuſement and pleaſure, in ſuperintending his 
education, and in ſome things inſtructing him myſelf, in 
which | flatter myſelf that 1 do ſome good, conſidering 
his future rank and fortune. 

Your new lord lieutenant ſeems extremely well diſpoſed 
to Ireland, and I really believe will do it all the good that 
his ſituation, and ſome deep-rooted national prejudices, 
will allow of. 

Has your ſon taken either orders or a wife yet? Both 
theſe bleſſings are indelible. For my own part, I am 
as well as I could expect to be at ſeventy three 
paſt, I have no immediate complaint of cither 


pain 
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pain or ſickneſs, and nihil amplius opto (I wiſh nothing 
more); but our poor friend White is in a moſt declining 
way, and I fear will not laſt much longer. He has now 
lived with me above fifty years, and ſerved me very faith- 
fully. I ſhall feel the loſs of him very ſenſibly. I have 
ſurvived almoſt all my cotemporaries, and as I am too old 
to make new acquaintances, I find myſelf ;/o/Z ; but I find 
too, upon ſelf-examination, for which I have abundant 
time, that I am moſt affectionately and ſincerely 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. | 


— — 


L. 1- 5-R. Li. 


TO THE SAM E- 


Blackheath, OR. 16, 1767. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


Y right hand being now tolerably able, and my 
heart being, I am ſure, extremely willing, I can- 
not employ the former ſo well, as in conveying my hearty 
and fincere thanks to you, for the uncommon and extra- 
ordinary proofs of your friendſhip and affection in my laſt 
illneſs. Nothing but the warmeſt ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip could have carried you through the deſarts of Ireland 
and Scotland, not to mention croſſing the ſea, to ſee 
an old acquaintance, who, it was ten to one, you did 
not find alive at your journey's end. This overpays any 
debt of gratitude you might think you owed me, and 1 
confeſs myſelf your debtor. My general ſtate of health 
is at preſent tolerable, that is, negatively well, but I con- 
tinue very near as weak as when you ſaw me. My legs. 
neither recover ſtrength nor fleſh, as I expected, and as 
| was promiſed by the ſkilful, and my two valets de cham- 
bre are as neceſſary to me as they were a month ago. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall remove to London this week for the winter, ag 
the weather is now exceſſively cold and damp. Perhaps 
I may take my uſual journey to Bath, if the faculty pro- 
nounce me free from all ſuſpicions of a lurking fever. 1 
do all I can to make the ſhort remains of life as comfort. 
able as I can; but if that will not do, I ſhall with the 
greateſt reſignation conſider the phyſical ills of my old 
age, as a 9 ſlight and reaſonable tax upon the errors 
and follies of my youth. I am, with the utmoſt truth 
and eſteem, 


My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S. I thank you before-hand for the books you left 
for me at my houſe in town, for I have not yet ſeen 
one of them. I forbad their being unpacked, till ! 
came to town myſelf. I cannot read above a quarter 
of an hour at a time, for my eyes have ſuffered by 
my illneſs as much as my legs. 


— 


LET TT IN 


TO THER 8 4 Bs 


Bath, Dec. 25 1767. 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


Received yeſterday your very kind letter, which rei- 

I terates your ſollicitude for the ſtate of my health. It 

is, in general, neither bad nor good; I have no 
actual illneſs nor pain to complain of, but I am as 
lame of my legs as when you ſaw me, and muſt ex- 
pect to be fo for the reſt of my life. Every 2 at 


a certain period of life, takes away ſomething from us; 
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this laſt has taken away my legs, and and therefore 1 
muſt now content myſelf with thoſe of my horſes ; other. 
wiſe I am tolerably well for me. 

I moſt heartily congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of 
your ſon in his firſt pulpit. It is a pledge of ſtill more, 
when his concern and trepidation, inſeparable from his 
firſt attempt, ſhall be got over. 

hope you go on ſucceſsfully in your charity affair, in 
which I am ſure neither your zeal nor your diligence will 
be wanting. It becomes your profeſſion, and your life 
becomes it. To you it is an ornament, 'to many it is a 
cloak to cover a multitude of fins. 

May I beg of you to make my compliments to my ol 
and conſtant friend George Faulkner, and tell him that I 
will anſwer his letter very ſoon, but that one letter a day 
is as much as either my head or my hand will admit of? 
When I go to town, which will be in about three weeks, 
I ſhall open all his packets, which lie there ready for me. 

My compliments to your ſon. I make you none, for 
we have known one another too long and too well for that, 


I am, with the greateſt truth imaginable, 
My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET TIE R LAB. 
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: London, March 2, 1768. 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


ANY thanks to you for your friendly anxiety 
concerning my health, or, as the more faſhiona- 

ble phraſe is, for your kind inquiries. As I told you 
in my former letter, I have, I thank God, neither 
pain 
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pain nor ſickneſs, and I think it would be both impudeng 
and abſurd in me to wiſh for better at my age, and with 
my conſtitution. It is true that I am very weak in my 
limbs, but I can walk for a quarter of an hour at a time 
upon even ground, which I do five or fix times a day, 
for you know that uſe Jegs and have legs ; but I cannot go 
up ſtairs without great difficulty, and I ſhould tumble 
down ſtairs with great facility, if I were not ſupported by 
the rails on one fide, and a walet de chambre on the other. 

I do not comprehend your tranſactions in Ireland, but 
in general they appear to me to be tout comme chez nous 
Guſt as with us). Courtiers want to keep their places or 
to have better, and patriots want thoſe very places. By 
the way, I am apt to think that the patriot members of 
your houſe of commons are confoundedly bit, by paſſing 
the oQennial bill, which I believe was never their inten- 
tion. This is certain, that it will ruin a great number of 
your country gentlemen, who are as election-mad as we 
are here. I reckon that this next ſummer will be the 
maddeſt and moſt drunken ſummer, that ever was known 
in the three kingdoms ; and if the weather ſhould prove 
very hot into the bargain, the Lord have mercy upon us 

My little boy“ received your ſon's letter in due time, 
and will anſwer it ſoon ; which he tells me he ſhould have 
done much ſooner, but that he has had a great deal of 
buſineſs of late upon his hands : doubtleſs very impor- 
tant. Pray make my compliments to him, and to his ſon 
if born. | 

Adieu, my dear lord: may you be for theſe many 
years as happy as you deſerve to be! 


Yours moſt fincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD 


The preſent carl of Cheſterfield. 


-LET- 
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LETTER LXI 
TO THE SAME. 


PS) Bree "ih 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


AM ordered by my little bey to end you the incloſed 
for your ſon, which I hope you will do with my com- 
pliments : I thank you for your letter, and alfo for your 
red flannel, which I have received, and in which I am at 
this time very comfortably wrapped up. 

It is not either worth your while or ae to tell you of 


the riots and tumults, which the general election produ- 


ces in this iſland, as you will ſoon ſee a duplicate of them 
in Ireland. In this country it is Wilkes and Liberty, for 
ever, huzza! in that of Dublin, I ſuppoſe, it will be 
Lucas and Liberty for ever. For my own part, L ſay, 
Beatus ille qui procul negotiis / (Happy the man who lives 


remote from public buſineſs ) 
I am, my dear lord, 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


CuESTERFIELD- 


LET TE K- HF 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 25, 1768, 
MY DEAR LORD, rn © | 0 


ries your friendſhip prompts you to make concernin 
my health; for I am not ill, and very far from being w 
] tuffer no pain nor ſickneſs, but on the other hand I en- 
Vor. III. Cc joy 


1288 ſend you a ſatisfactory anſwer to the au- 


9 
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joy no health: I feel what the French call a general ma. 
_ aiſe, and what we call in Ireland an unwellneſt. This 
aukward ſituation I impute to ſeventy-five, which will ac- 
count for any phyſical ill; and mine is, thank God, more 
a privation of health than any one poſitive ill. Fen con- 
nois de plus miſerables (IJ know ſome that are worſe off), 
though the greater ſufferings of any of my fellow crea- 
tures, will never be the leaſt comfort to me under mine. 
I am very glad you have placed your ſon upon the firſt 
ſtep. of the eccleſiaſtical ladder. Felix fauftumque | ! 
may he rife as high as he wiſhes himſelf: I chid my bo 
for not acknowledging bis letter, but he excuſed himſelt, 
by ſaying that he had ſo much writing of his taſk upon 
his hands that he had very little time. The truth I take 
to be, that to ſo young a penman a letter is a laborious 
work, and requires time, | 
I congratulate the poor upon your being their champion, 
and you upon your ſucceſs in ſo good a work. It be- 
comes your honeſt and compaſhonate heart, and your 
character in the church. Adieu, my dear lord. I am, 


Mlioſt ſincerely and affectionately, 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


= _ a ä 


— a. 


w— 


LEI YT EE ISY.. 
TO THE SAME. 


; Bath, OR. 3o, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HIS morning I received your moſt friendly inqui- 

i ry after my wretched conſtitution ; the: beſt that I can 
ſay of it is, that it is not worle, but I think, rather a 
ſhade better than it was ſix months ago. I can walk up- 
on my three legs half an hour at a time, and repeat that 
0 1281 1222 . EN — 2 | h 7 | ſe 
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exerciſe three or four times in a day; which I could b 
no means have done when you ſaw me in my go-cart'at 
Blackheath. I have now been here a fortnight, and am 
ſomething the better for the water, eſpecially as to ba- 
thing, which ſupples my old, ſtiff, and almoſt oſſified 
limbs. | 
Here is a young man of your country, a lord Mount- 
morris, whom I take to be a very hopeful one. I am told 
that he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf already in your houſe of 
lords, as a ſpeaker, and you are extremely well with him. 
He is very warm from the honeſty of his heart, as a 
young and honeſt heart always is. | 
I find by all accounts that your lord heutenant is very 
popular, and will not enrich himſelf by the lieutenancy. 
even queſtion whether he will get ſo much by it as T did, 
for I can aſſure you I got five hundred pounds clear upon 
the whole. | | 
Good night, my dear lord, I believe I need not tell you 
that no man living can be more fincerely your faithful 
friend and ſervant than | 
CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield ſends you many compliments, 
or rather truths. | . 


— 
PISS 


I. ET TE JA VG 


To THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 9, 1769. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HE only reaſon that I had for not writing to you 
ſooner, was that I could not, which I dare ſay you 

will allow to be a ſufficient one. I have, for theſe laſt 
three months, had an inflammation in my eyes, which 
bindered me from either writing or reading; and this let- 
ter js almoſt the firſt, as well as the moſt pleaſing ſervice 
they have done me. You will cafily judge how irkſome 
| C 2 | it 
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it muſt have been to a man, who has loſt his ears theſe 
laſt twenty years, to loſe his eyes, though but-for three 
months. It is loſing my livelihood, for I live only upon 
reading, incapable of any other amuſement. Nature has 
laid very heavy taxes upon old age; and I mult pay my 
ſhare of them, be it what it will. 

I congratulate you heartily upon your ſucceſs in detect- 
ing and puniſhing the worſt ſort of thieves, thoſe: facri. 
legious robbers of the poor. 

As for the papiſts of Ireland, you know I never feared 
them, but, on the contrary, uſed them like good ſub- 
jeas, and to a certain degree made them ſuch, for not 
one man of them ſtirred during the whole rebellion. 
Good uſage, and a ſtrict adherence to the gavel act, are 
the only honeſt and effectual means that can be employed 
with regard to the papiſts. 

You do not tell me one word of your family, in which 
you are very ſure that I intereſt myſelf very ſincerely. Have 
you another grandſon or grand- daughter, and are thoſe 
you have already all well? I look upon you now as a patri- 
arch. I am ſure you have all the virtues of any that I ever 
read of. I am, with the greateſt truth and affection, 


My dear lord, OY 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L' ET. T2 -- JI 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 21, 176g. 
MY DEAR LOR D, 


' Thouſand thanks for your kind letter; you inquire 
after my health, in which I well know that you 
warmly intereſt yourſelf; but I can hardly return you a 
preciſe anſwer; I am turned of ſeventy fix, a fufficient 
diſtemper 
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diſtemper itſelf, and moreover attended with all the uſual 
complaints of old age; the moſt irkſome of them all to 
me, is that my eyes begin to fail me, ſo that I cannot 
write nor read as I uſed to do, which were my only com- 
forts, but melius fit patientia quicquid corrigere ęſt nefas, 
(what cannot be mended grows lighter by patience). 

The archbiſhop of Caſhel (a), who is now here, tells 
me that, by your indefatigable endeavours, you have re- 
covered near twenty thouſand pounds for the ſeveral de- 
frauded charities. He always ſpeaks of you with great 
eſteem and regard. Go on to detect ſuch abominable ſa- 
crileges, infinitely worſe than the ſtealing of a pulpit 
cloth out of a church. Excommunication would be more 
proper for ſuch robbers of the poor, than for the uſual 
and flight cauſes for which it is commonly denounced. 
As for your political affairs in Ireland, I am not in the leaſt 
ſurprized when I hear of the many and ſudden variations 
of patriots to caſtlemen, and of caſtlemen to patriots 
Ceſt tout comme ici (it is there as it is here); and money, 
which is the necefſary medium of foreign commerce, 1s 
not a leſs powerful medium in domeſtic tranſactions. 

You have nothing of a pope about you, not even the 
nepotiſm, or by this time you might have done better for 
your ſon, to whom I deſire my compliments. I hope you 
will live long enough to provide for him abundantly, not- 
withſtanding all your moderation. We: 

Lady Cheſterfield, who charges me with her compli- 
ments to you, has been very much out of order here, of 
a diſorder in her ſtomach and bowels, but is now ſo 
much better, that we ſhall ſet out for London in a couple 
of days. N | 

My old friend George Faulkner ſent me the other day a 
pamphlet relative to the preſent ſtate of Ireland, as to 
trade, commerce, abſentees, &c. which, if it ſtates mat- 


(a) Dr. Whitcombe, firſt transferred from the biſhoprick of Clonfert 
to the archiepiſcopal ſee of Caſhel. From a letter of lord Cheſterfield 
to him, which we ſhall inſert among thoſe of this collection, his cha- 
raQer as a Citizen, a biſhop, and a ſcholar, will ſufficiently appear, 


ters 


p — 
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ters fairly, as I have but too much reaſon to believe it 
does, proves that Ireland mult in a few years be undone. 
Adieu, my dear lord. 


I am, with the warmeſt affection, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CUuESTERFIELD 


E:4--T TK B- IINVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, March 11, 1770. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HE correſpondents I have left, though few, muſt 
forgive my irregularity, and ac my intentions 
inſtead of my letters, eſpecially you, who I am fure will 
never doubt of the truth of mine. I _ an anomalous 
noun, and ſcarcely a fubſtantive one, My eyes are not 
what they were a few years ago; and m 7 5 undertning, 
if I may uſe that expreſſion, for want of a better, ſtut- Þ 
ters. 4 ſhort, without any immediate diſtemper, I feel 
moſt ſenſibly the complaints of old age; however, I am 
thankful that I feel fione of thoſe torturing ills, which 
frequently attend the laſt ſtage of life, and I flatter my- 
ſelf that I ſhall go off quietly, but I am ſure with reſigna- 
tion. Upon the whole, I have no reaſon to complain of 
my lot, though reaſon enough to regret my abuſe of it. 
1 am forry that you met with fo many rubs in your 
commendable endeavours to do juſtice to the r. 
You do not ſeem to be very quiet in Ireland, but I can 


aſſure you, you are ſo in compariſon of what we are now 
in England. A factious ſpirit on one ſide has ſeized three 


parts 
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parts of the kingdom, and a moſt notorious in ity 
diſtinguiſhes the adminiſtration : what this colliſion may 
produce, God only knows, but I confeſs I fear. Good 
night, my dear lord, I need not tell you, and I am ſure 
cannot tell you, how fincerely and * 1 am 


2 


Yours, 
"Pp 
CnesTeRr it LD. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield charges me with her com- 
pli ments. 


There ſeems to be an infectious diſtemper in the houſe 
of Stanhope; your acquaintance Arthur died about 
ten days ago, as did his next brother ſir Thomas 
three days after. I fuppoſe I am too old and too 
tough to take the infection. 


LETS TSCM - 


T O THE SAME. wo 


- - 


London, Jane 15, 1770. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


| Have long told you, and you Law's as wh Grand: that 
I was an anomalous noun, I can hardly ſay aſabſtan- 
ſtire, for I weaker and weaker every day, particu- 
larty in my-legs and my thighs, ſo that I can walk very 
little at a time, and am obliged to take my ſhare of ex- 
erciſe by ſeveral ſnatches in the day: but this-3s by no 
means the worlt part of my preſent caſc, for the humour 
that has fallen into my eyes about a year ago rather in- 
creaſes than decreaſes, and to a degree that makes wri- 
ting and reading very troubleſome to me, as they were 
the only comforts that a deaf old fellow could have: if I 
ſhould loſe my eyes as 3 cars, I thould: be of all 
men the moſt miſcrable. 

Tou know that you have long been i in pen of 


cloathing me; and I muſt now apply to you to do fo again, 
not 
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nat only as an act of friendſhip, but of charity, for I 
have not a ſhirt to my back. I therefore muſt beg of 
you to procure me ſome Iriſh linen to make me four dozen 
of ſhirts, much about the ſame fineneſs and price of the 
laſt which you got me. I know you too well to make any 
excuſes for giving you this trouble. Adieu! my dear 
lord; you know my ſentiments with regard to you, too 
well for me to mention them. I am, 


Moſt ſincerely and faithfully, 
« Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
P. S. Lady Cheſterfield charges me with her com- 
pliments. 


— 


LE 1 8 £58. Jake 
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London, Aug. 15, 1770, 
MY DEAR LOR D, 

HE linen, which you were ſo kind as to procure 
me, dropped out of the clouds into my houſe in 
town laſt week, and is declared, by better judges than I 
am, very good, and very cheap. i ſhall not thank you 
for it, but on the contrary expect your thanks for giving 
you an opportunity of doing what always gives you plea- 
ſure, cloathing the naked. I am ſure that, could you 
equally relieve all my other wants, you would; but there 
is no relief for the miſeries of a crazy old age, but pati- 
ence: and as I have many of Job's ills, thank God, I. 
have ſome of his patience too, and I conſider my preſent 
wretched old age as a juſt compenſation for the follies, 

not to ſay fins, of my youth. 4 11 
I ſend you here incloſed ſome melon-ſeed, of the beſt 
and largeſt canteloup kind, and alſo of the green Perſian 
ſort, as much as I can venture at one time with the poſt ; 
but as none can be ſown at this time of the year, I will 
from time to time ſend you more, ſo that you ſhall have 


of different kinds before the ſeaſon. Adieu, my dear 
lord ; my eyes will have-it ſo, s! | 


LET: 


TO HIS FRIENDS. B. m. LET. LXIX. IXX. LXXI. 393 


L E. TT ER LXXI{s). 


TO THE SAME. 


3 London, Aug. 12, 1771. 
ren | 

Received your kind letter three days ago, and make 
I haſte to acknowledge it, never knowing nor gueſſing 
what may happen to me from one day to another. I am 
moſt prodigiouſly old, and every month of the kalendar 
adds at leaſt a year to my age. My hand trembles to 
that degree that I can hardly hold my pen, my under- 
ſtanding ſtutters, and my memory fumbles. I have ex- 
hauſted all the phyſical ills of Pandora's box, without 
finding hope at the bottom of it ; but who can hope at 
ſeventy-ſeven ?- One muſt only ſeek for little comforts at 
that age. One of mine is, that all my complaints are 
rather teazing than torturing; and my lot, compared 
with that of many other people's, who deſerve a better, 
ſeems rather favourable. Philoſophy, and confidence in 
the mercy. of my Creator, . mutually aſſiſt me in bearing 
my ſhare of phyſical ills, without murmuring. | 

I ſend you here incloſed two little papers of melon-ſeed 
of the beſt kind I ever taſted; and I ſhall from time to 
time ſend you more, as you cannot ſow any till February. 

I had the pleaſure of your ſon's company at dinner fix 
weeks ago, where he met lord Briſtol, who obſerved ex- 
actly his diet, in cating no animal food, and drinking no 
wine, and is in better health and ſpirits than I ever knew 
him. I am glad that he goes to Nice, which I have known 
do a great deal of good to 7 in his caſe. May 
you and he have all you with for! 9 

Adieu, my dear lord; I am, to you and yours, 


A moſt faithful and affectionate ſervant, 


CHnesTERPIELD, 
(a) The original of this is written in a very trembling band. 


LET- 
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L E T IT E R III Ca). 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 19, 177t. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


I AM ſure you will beheve me when I tell you that I am 
ſincerely ſorry for your loſs, which I received the ac- 
count of yeſterday, and upon which I ſhall make you 
none of the trite compliments of condolence. Your 
grief is juſt; but your religion, of which I am ſure you 
have ps, (with the addition of ſome philoſophy) will 
make you keep it within due bounds, and leave the reſt 
to time and avocations. When your ſon was with me 
here, juſt before he embarked for France, 'I plainly faw 
that his conſumption was too far gone to leave the leaſt 
hopes of a cure, and, if he had dra ged on this wretch- 
ed life ſome few years longer, that life could have been 
but trouble and forrow to you both. This confideration 
alone ſhould mitigate your grief, and the care of your 
grandſon will be a proper avocation from it. Adieu, 
dear lord: may this ſtroke of adverſity be the laſt you 
may ever experience from the hand of Providence! 


Yours, moſt affectionately and fincercly, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


(a) This whole letter is in the hand of lord Cheſterfield, but fo al- 
tered, that, except the firſt line, rhe ſtrokes have been covered by ano- 
ther hand. It preceded his death but = few months, and is -probably 
the laſt he ever wrote to his dear biſhop ; with whom. bis correſpondence 
thus cloſes with an office of tenderneſs and affection, that of comfort- 
ing an afflicted parent, - ; 
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LETTE R LXXIL. 
To THOMAS PRIOR, Eſq. (a). 


London, June 14, 1946. 
8 1 R, | 


THANK you for the favor of your letter, with the in- 
1 cloſed ſcheme for carrying on the war, which, if others 
approved of as much as { as and the preſent ſituation of 
the war permitted, would be ſoon put in execution. : 

As you are one of the few in Ireland, who always think 
of the public, without any mixture of private, intereſt, 1 
do not doubt but that you have already thought of ſome 
uſeful methods of employing the King's bounty to the 
Dublin ſociety. The late additional tax * glaſs here, 
as it muſt conſiderably raiſe the price of glaſs bottles im- 
potted into Ireland, Lem to point out the manufacturing 
them there; which conſideration, with a ſmall premium 
added to it, would, in my mind, ſet up ſuch a manufac- 
ture. Fine writing and printing paper, we have often 
talked of together; and che ſpecimen you gave me before 
I left Dublin proves that nothing but care and induſtry 1s 
wanting to bring that manufacture to ſuch a perfection as 
fo prevent the importation of it from Holland, and 
through Holland from France ; nay I am convinced that 
you might ſupply England with a great deal if you pleaſ. 
ed, that is, if you would make it, as you could do, both 
good and cheap. Here is a man who has found out a 
method of making ſtarch of potatoes, and, by the help 
of ati engine of his own invention, to make a prodigious 
quantity of it in a day. But here is an act of parliament 
which ſtrictly prohibits the making ſtarch of any thing 
but flour. Have you ſuch an act of parliament in Ire. 
land? If you have not, and that you import your ſtarch 


da) This 8338 Who had a eftate in Ireland, ſeems to have 

been particularly diſtinguiſhed by lord Cheſterfield, on account of his 
amiable qualities as a man, and his eminent ones as a good citizen and 
a true parriot. See what has been ſaid of that gentleman in the me- 
mois, | vec. V. N 


from 
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from England, 'as I take it for granted that you do, for 
you import every thing that you can, it would be well 
worth this man's while to go to Ireland, and advantage- 
ous for you that he ſhould ; his ſtarch being to my know- 
ledge and experience full as good, and abundantly cheap- 
er than any other. x: 

Theſe are the ſorts of jobs that I wiſh people in Ireland 
would attend to with as much induſtry and care, as th 
do to jobs of a very different nature. Theſe honeſt arts 
would ſolidly increaſe their fortunes, and improve their 
eſtates, upon the only true and permanent foundation, 
the public good. Leave us and your regular forces in 
Ireland to fight for you : think of your manufactures at 
leaſt as mth as of your militia, and be as much upon 
your guard againſt poverty as againſt popery ; take my 
word for it, you are in more danger of t he Fords than 
of the latter. 2 
I hope my friend, the biſhop of Meath, goes on proſ- 
perouſly with his charter ſchools. I call them his, for I 
really think that without his care and perſeverance they 
would hardly have exiſted now. Though their opera- 
tion 1s ſure, yet, being flow, it is not ſuited to the Iriſh 
taſte of the time preſent only ; and I cannot help ſaying, 
that, except in your claret, which you are very ſollicitous 
ſhould be two or three years old, you think leſs of two 
or three years hence than any people under the ſun. If 

they would but wiſh themſelves as well as I wiſh them, 
| ind be as much pains to promote their own true inte- 
reſt, as I ſhould be glad to do to contribute to it, they 
would in a few years be in a very different ſituation from 
that which they are in'at preſent. Go on, however, you 
and our other friends; be not weary of well-doing, and 
though you cannot do all the good you would, do all the 
good you can.. Wy 

When you write to the moſt worthy biſhop of Cloyne 
a), pray aſſure him of my trueſt regard and eſteem, 
and remember me to my honeſt and indefatigable friend 
in good works doctor Madden; and be pers your - 
ſelf. that I am, with ſincere friendſhip and regard, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 5 
CHESTERFIELD» 


LE I. 


| (a) Dr. Berkeley, 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


TO THE SAM E» 


London, July 15, 1746. 
SI Rg 


I Acknowledge the favour of your two letters of the zd, 
and 5th; they were doubly welcome to me, as coming 
from one, who I know wiſhes ſo well to the public as you 
do, and as they brought me good accounts of the progreſs 
you make in your public-ſpirited views. The manufac- 
ture of glaſs bottles cannot poſſibly fail, but from want of 
care and induſtry ; for as the price of glaſs bottles is riſen 
conſiderably here, upon account of the new duty, if you 
would but make them in Ireland, you are ſure of ſale for 
them; and I ſhould hope, at leaſt that, conſidering the 
cloſe connection there is between bottles and claret, this 
manufacture, though your own, may meet with encourage- 
ment, I think you are in the right to do it as quietly as 
can be, and to give your premiums without publiſhing 
them, not to alarm our glaſs people here; though in truth 
it could never be thought reaſonable, nor would it, I dare 
ſay, ever be attempted here, to prohibit any manufactures 
in Ireland, merely for home conſumption. 

The paper you gave me in Ireland, though good, was 
not ſo good as it ſhould, and as I am ſure it might be 
with care. It was too ſpongy and bibulous, which pro- 
ceeds only from want of care, in chuſing and ſorting the 
beſt rags. Some premiums for this purpoſe will have a 
great effect; and I am convinced that, if this manufacture 
were carefully and diligently purſued, you might in time 
not only entirely ſupply yourſelves, but us too, with great 
part of that paper, which we now take from Holland and 
other countries. But then, indeed, you muſt make it 
cheap as well as good, and, contrary to your cuſtom, con- 
tent yourſelves with leſs preſent profit, in order to get poſſ- 
eſſion of a future and permanent advantage. 


1 have 
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I have not yet taken any ſtep concerning the charter for 
the Dublin 9 and I confeſs to you I have great doubts 


about it. Your ſociety, as it is, ſo very well, that 
I am afraid of touching it. However if you and others, 
who, I am ſure, mean well, and can judge well, think 
upon the whole that a charter would be beneficial, I will 
endeavour to get one. 

You did extremely right to open the Spaniard's letter 
to me, and, in conſequence of it, to proceed in that 
humane manner with him. His poſt was a very conſider. 
able one in the Weſt-Indies, and is never given but topeo- 
ple of conſideration. In that light he deſerves to have re- 
gard ſhewn him; but ſtill more, in my mind, from being 
unfortunate. I have writ to him by this poſt, in anſwer 
to his. As you tell me that part of the cargo of the ſhip 
is ſnuff, which I ſhould think, muſt be good, I ſhall be 
obliged to you, if, when it comes to be ſold, you will ſend 
me twenty pounds of the ſtrongeſt and deepeſt coloured, 
and aſk Mr. Lingen for the money. 

The death of the king of Spain muſt produce good ef- 
fects in Italy at leaſt. | 

I received a very kind letter from my charter-ſchool 
apoſtle, the biſhop of Meath, which I have not tune to 
anſwer by this poſt, but I will ſoon. 


I am, with the eſteem which you deſerve, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTE R- LXXV. 
4G. THE 8 4 E. 


London, July 26, 1746. 
8 IR, | 


Received by the laſt poſt the favour of your letter of 
I the 17th, with the incloſed account of the premiums 
offered for 1746. I think them all perfectly right, and, 
as I told you in my laſt, I think you will do well to purſue 
the manufacture of glaſs bottles, with as little noiſe as 
pollible. | benrwey with you ſucceſs, and am, very truly, 


Your faithful bumble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIEL D. 


LETTER LXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 23, 1746. 
SIR, 


Long and dangerous illneſs has hindered me from 
A acknowledging till now, your two laſt letters ; and 
though I am a groat deal better, I ſtill feel, by extreme 
— the ſhock which that illneſs has given to a con- 
ſtitution too much ſhattered before. 

Pray be under no kind of uncaſineſs as to the accident 
that happened te my letter, for I affure you Jam under 
none myſelf. 1 confeſs, the printing of a letter careleſly 
and inaccurately written, in the freedom and confidence 
of a friendly correſpondence, is not very agreeable, eſpe- 
cially to me, ho am ſo idle and negligent in my familiar 
letters, te T ywver wrote one over twice in 129 7 113 2 
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am conſequently often guilty both of falſe ſpelling and 
falſe Engliſh; but as to my ſentiments with regard to Ire- 
land, I am not only willing, but defirous, that all Ireland 
ſhould know them. I very well recollect the two paragraphs 
in my letter, which might be objected to by many people; 
but I recolle& them without retracting them. I repeat it 
again that there are not many people there, who, like you, 
employ their thoughts, their time, and their labour, mere. 
ly for the public good, without any private view. The 
condition of Ireland ſufficiently proves that truth. How 
different would the ſtate of your lands, your trade, your 
manufaQures, your arts and ſciences, have been now from 
what it is, had they been the objects of general, as they 
have been of your particular, attention! I ſtill leſs recant 
what I ſaid about claret, which is a known and melancholy 
truth; and I could add a great deal more upon that ſub. 
ject. Five thouſand tuns of wine imported communibus 
annis into Ireland, is a ſure, but indecent, proof of the 
exceſſive drinking of the gentry there, for the inferior 
ſort of people cannot afford'to drink wine there, as many 
of them can here; ſo that theſe five thouſand tuns of 
wine are chiefly employed in deſtroying the conſtitutions, 
the faculties, and too often the fortunes, of thoſe of ſupe- 
rior rank, who ought to take care of all the others, 
Were there to be a conteſt between public cellars and 
public granaries, which do you think would carry it? I 
believe you will allow that a claret board, if there were 
one, would be much better attended than the linen board, 
unleſs when flax-ſeed were to be diſtributed. I am ſenſible 
that I ſhall be reckoned a very ſhallow politician, for my 
attention to ſuch trifling objects, as the improvement of 
your lands, the extenſion of your manufactures, and the 
increaſe of your trade, which only tend to the advantage 


of the public; whereas an able lord lieutenant ought to 
employ his thoughts in greater matters. He ſhould think 


of jobs for favourites, ſops for enemies, managing parties, 
and engaging parliaments to yote away their own andtheir 
fellow ſubjects liberties and properties. But theſe great 
arts of government, I confeſs, are above me, and people 
ſhould not go out of their depth. I will modeſtly be con- 
tent with wiſhing Ireland all the good that is, poſhble, and 
with doing it all the good I can; and ſo weak am I, that 
I would much rather be diſtinguiſhed and remembered 


by 
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by the name of the Iriſh lord lieutenant, than by that of the 


lord lieutenant of Ireland. 


My paper puts me in mind that I have already troubled 


you too long, ſo I conclude abruptly, with aſſuring you 
that Iam, with the trueſt eſteem, f 8 7 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


— * — — 


LETTER LIIVII. 
TO THE SAME. | 


London, Jan. 10, 1747. 
SIR, 


HE perſon who will deliver you this letter, is a moſt 
ſkilful mechanic, and has made many uſeful diſco- 
veries. He is going to try his fortune in Ireland, and deſi- 
red me to recommend him to ſomebody there. I could 
not refuſe him, knowing his Ingenuity ; and then, who 
could I recommend him to ſo — as to my good friend 
Mr. Prior, the diſintereſted and zealous patron of all 
and uſeful things? I really think he may be of uſe to the 
Dublin ſociety, who I know are of very great uſe to the 
ublic. If he ſhould prove ſo, well and good; ſo far only 
1 him to you eventually. This obligation how- 
ever I have to him, that he has given me an opportunity 


of aſſuring you of the continuence of that eſteem and re- 
gard with which I am, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Vol. III. D d 
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LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May, 6, 1747. 
MY GOOD FRIEN D, 


Have been long in your debt, and am aſhamed of it; 

but I am ſure you do me too much juſtice to ſuſpect 
me of either fraud or negligence. The truth is, that I 
have as little command of time, as many people have of 
money; and, though my intentions are honeſt, | am often 
forced by neceſlity to be a very bad pay-maſter. 

I defire that the Dublin ſociety will diſpoſe of that trifle 
that I gave them, in the manner they ſhall think proper. 

hey are the beſt judges, and have ſhewn themſelves fo 
by all their paſt conduct. They have done more good to 
Ireland, with regard to arts and induſtry, than all the laws 
that could have been formed; for, unfortunately, there is 
a perverſeneſs in our natures, which prompts us to reſiſt 
authority, though otherwiſe inclined to do the thing, if 
left to our choice. Invitation, example, and faſhion, Þ 
with ſome premiums attending them, are, I am convinced, 
the only methods of bringing people in Ireland to do what 
they ought to do; and this is the plan of your ſociety. 

I am glad to find that your paper manufacture goes on 
ſo well. If it does but once take root with you, lam ſure 
it will flouriſh; for it is the begining only of things that is 
difficult with you. You want ſtock to ſet out with, and 
patience for the returns; but when once the profit begins 
to be felt, you will go on as well as any people in the 
world. 

| am ſurprized that the high duty upon glaſs here, and 
the ſuſpenſion of the manufacture of it in ſome degree, has 
not encouraged you to apply yourſelves to that part of 
trade, in which I] am ſure the profits would be very con- 
ſiderable, and your making your own bottles might be 

ſome little degree of equivalent for what emptying of bot- 


tles coſts you. I wiſh every man in Ireland were obliged 


to 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXXVIII. 463 


to make as many bottles as he empties, and your manufac- 
ture would be a flouriſhing one indeed. | 
I am very glad to hear that your linen board is to give 
no more flax-feed, but only premiums for the raiſing of it; 
for that ſame flax- ſeed was the ſeed of corruption, which 
throve wonderfully in the ſoil of particular people, and pro- 
duced jobs one hundred fold. - © ds. 
The ſnuff you ſent me was extremely good, and I am 
much obliged to you for the trouble you took about it, 
though I know you think it no trouble to ſerve your 
friends, and hope that you reckon me in that number. I 
aſſure you Iam, and I ſhould not be the friend that I real- 
ly am to Ireland, if I were not ſo to you, who deſerve ſo 
well of your country. I know few people who, like yeu, 
employ both their time and their fortunes in doing public 
good, without the thoughts or expectations of private ad- 
vantage: when I ſay advantage, I mean it in the common 
acceptation of the word, which; thanks to the virtue of the 
times, implies only money; for otherwiſe your advaiitage 
is very conſiderable, from the conſciouſneſs of the good 
you do; the greateſt advantage which an honeſt mind is 
capable of enjoying. May you long enjoy it, with health, 


the next happineſs to it! 
a - 948 +> Tis W418 
J am, with the trueſt eſteem, /* 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 7 
| Cn E S TE RFI EL D. 
TE , W Yo ©. ba | 5 * the . 
| 1. * LET 9 | | 1. 42 " 
P. S. Pray make my compliments to the good biſhop of 
Cloyne, when you write to him, Te HT) 
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LETTER LIIIX. 


To Dr. MADDEN (a). 


| London, Dec. 12, 1746. 
AN you forgive me, my dear Dr. M——, what Ican 

4 ſcarcely forgive myſelt ; I mean, having ſo long de- 
layed my acknowldgements for your firſt very friendly 


letter? but, though I am blameable, I am not quite ſo 


much ſo as by the length of time it would ſeem, when you 
conſider my long and dangerous illneſs, and ſince my re- 
covery, the multiplicity of buſineſs which the late change 
of my fituation (5) has brought upon me. 
I canwith the ſtricteſt truth aſſure you, that my ſenti- 
ments of eſteem and friendſhip for you are in no degree 
leflened, and I am ſure never will be, fince they are found- 
ed upon your love and zeal for mankind in general, your 
country and friends in particular, which I am ſure will ne- 
ver end but with your life. I have read your work with 
great ſatisfaction (c); it is full * * * * * » » 
A concurrence of circumſtances has obliged me to change 
an eaſy for a laborious employment, in which too, I fear 
it will be much leſs in my power to do good, than it was 
in my former. It may ſeem vain to ſay fo, but I will own 
that I thought I could, and began to hope that I ſhould, do 
ſome good in Ireland. I flattered myſelf that I had put 
jobs a little out of faſhion, and your own manufaQuures a 
little in faſhion, and that I had in ſome degree diſcouraged 
the pernicious and beaſtly practice of drinking, with many 
other pleaſing viſions of public good. At leaſt I am ſure 
was earneſt in my wiſhes, and would have been aſſiduous 
in my endeavours for it. Fortune, chance, or providence, 
call it which you will, has removed me from you, and has 
aſhgned me another deſtination, but has not, I am ſure, 
changed my inclinations, wiſhes, or my efforts, upon occaſion, 


(a) The Rev. Dr. Samuel Madden firſt inſtitutor of the Dublin ſociety. 
A more particular account of that extraordinary man may be ſeen in the 
memoirs, Sect. V. The copy of this leiter is endorſed ** 22 Dec. 1746, 
Copy; Cheſterheld's letter to Dr. Madden.” 

5) His acceptance of the ſeals as ſecretary of ſtate. 

(c) Probably a tragedy in manuſcript inſcribed to lord Cheſterfield. It 
is now in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Sheridan, to whom it was bequeathed as 
a legacy by the author. p 
n or 
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for the intereſt and proſperity of Ireland; and I ſhall always 
retain the trueſt affection for, and remembrance of, that 
country; I wiſh I could fay of that rich, flouriſhing, and 
induſtrious nation. I hope it will in time be ſo, and I 
even think it makes ſome progreſs that way, though not 
ſo quick as I could with ; but however, there are righ- 
teous enough to ſave the city, and the examples of you, 
and many of your friends, will, I hope, prove happily 
and beneficially contagious. I did flatter myſelf, a little 
before my removal, that I ſhould * * * 

Continue me, dear fir, your friendſhip and remem- 
brance, which I will fay that in ſome degree I deſerve, by 
the fincere regard and eſteem with which I am, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to the worthy biſho 
of Meath, to whom I will write ſoon, and likewiſe 
to my friend Mr. Prior. 


r 880 —  — — Ed 4 FE — — 


LETTER LXXX/a). 


To Dr. WH1iTCoMBE, then Biſhop of Clonfert, and 
_ afterwards Archbiſhop of Caſhel. 


1753, OF 1754. 
MY GOOD LOR D, 
| Find that you are ſtill what I always knew you, active 
to promote the improvement and advantage of Ire- 
land, and that you do me the juſtice to believe that I ſin- 
cerely wiſh them. 

The two ſchemes which your lordſhip communicated 
to me, in the favour of your letter of the 8th, will, in 
my opinion, greatly tend to thoſe good purpoſes. That 
for the improvement of uſeful literature in the univerſit 


of Dublin is, I think, an extreme good one, and I wi 


y LE FS 


it 


(a) The original of this letter was not ſent. 
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it may be ſteadily purſued, though I cannot, with the 
ſame degree of faith, ſay that I expect it will; however 
I think it ſhould be tried, and carried as far as it will go: 


whether the profeſſorſhips ſhould be continued, and ap- 


propriated to fellows of the college ſingly, is what I can 
7 . form no opinion upon, not being well acquainted 
enough with the preſent ſituation of the college, and the 
abilities of the fellows, but I ſhould rather think that 
they ought to be given to thoſe, whether fellows or not, 
who, from their eminence in thoſe ſeveral branches of 
learning, deſerve them beſt: but this rule too of detur 
digniori, your lordſhip muſt not expect will be ſcrupu- 
louſly obſerved, That part of the plan, which relates to 
writing and ſpeaking the Engliſh language with purity 
and elegancy hath, in my opinion, long been one of the 
deſiderata both in Ireland and England, where pedantry 
and an affectation of learning have, in purſuit of two 
dead languages, which can never be known correctly, 
let our own be neglected to ſuch a degree, that though 
we have ten thouſand Greek and Latin grammars and 
dictionaries, we have not yet a ſingle one on Engliſh (6). 

The other ſcheme, for encouraging foreign Proteſtants 
to ſettle in Ireland, is a moſt excellent one. I have long 
wiſhed, and the nation long wanted it. The firſt foun- 


dation of it, conſiſting only of ſome voluntary ſubſcrip- 


tions, can be but narrow, and, what is worſe, precarious ; 
_ conſequently will perſuade very few foreigners to expa- 
triate themſelves, in the uncertainty of finding a perma- 
nent eſtabliſhment elſewhere. However, it will be ve 
right to give a beginning and a form to that ſcheme as 
ſoon as poſſible; and then I ſhould hope, that your next 
ſethon of parliament, finding a foundation laid, for that 
is the difficulty, would contribute largely and ſolidly to 
extend that foundation, and to raiſe a ſuperſtructure upon 
it which would be of ſuch real advantage to their country. 
They are very well able to do it; the public revenues being 
conſiderably increaſed, not to mention that an additional 
number of inhabitants would inercaſe them - {till mere. 
Money diſburſed upon fuch a charitable, as well as poli- 
he caſe is now much altered; the number of Engliſh gram- 
mars Being actually very conſiderable. Indeed lord Cheſterfield ſeems to 
pave oyverlocked Dr. Wallis's grammar, the beſt, perhaps, that was 
compoſed for any language Dr. Johaſon's grammar and dictionary 
rere not yet publiſhed. 7 
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tical account, is money prudently placed at intereſt both 
for this world and the next. Your lordſhip may depend 
upon my exerting my utmoſt endeavours to promote and 
recommend ſo uſeful a deſign, and the more ſo, becauſe 
that, from your lordſhip being at the head of it, I can 
ſafely anſwer for its being faithfully and ſkilfully carried 


on. 
I am, with the greateſt truth and eſteem, 
Your lordſhip's 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


#3. 


—_ 


LETTER EXERT 
To Captain In wins, at Paris. 


London, April 4, O. S. 1749. 
SIR, | 


12 you the letter of recommendation to Mr. Villet- 
tes (Y), which you deſired, by yours to Mr. Greven- 
kop; but I fear that he will be gone from Turin before 
you arrive there. But in that caſe you will find a young 
Academician and his governor there, who will be very 
glad to do you any ſervice, and to whom I have ſent or- 
ders upon that ſubject. They will take the carnival at 
Venice, in their way, where you will likewiſe probably 
meet them, for I take it for granted that you will con- 
trive to ſee that uncommon ceremony. It is worth your 
while. There will be a much greater ceremony next 


(a) This, and The ten followin letters, were mioſt obligingly com- 
municated to me by fir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, licutenant- 
general and commander in chief of his majeſty's forces in Ireland. They 

are-printed from the originals. 1 WY 

% Arthur Villettes, eſq; bis majeſty's enyoy at the court of Turin, 
and aſterwards employed under the ſame denomination at Bern. He is 
now retired at Bath, where he enjoys the diſtinction due to great merit 
and virtue. He was one of lord Cheſterhield's friends. ; | 

| | | Chriſtmas 
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Chriſtmas at Rome, which, at all events, I think you 
ought to ſee; that is, the grand jubilee, which is cele- 
brated but once in fifty years. So that, young as you are, 
if you do not ſee it then, you probably never will; and, 
upon ſo extraordinary an occaſion, I cannot ſuppoſe that 
r father will refuſe to prolong your leave of abſence. 
or my own part, I think it ſo well worth ſeeing, that I 
ſend my young traveller there, though it very much 
ſhortens the ſtay which I originally intended that he ſhould 
make at the academy at Turin. I return you my fincere 
thanks for the favour of your letter, with the incloſed 


ſpeech of monſieur de Richelieu, which is perfectly in 
character, and, I dare 25 all his own. 


Any inſtance of your friendſhip and remembrance will 


pr as be agreeable to one, who 1s, with thoſe ſentiments 
of eſteem, with which I am, 


SIR, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTE R LXXIW. 
To THe SAME, at Dublin: 


London, OR. 26, 1749- 
SIR, 


* OV judge very right in believing that I take a part 
in what concerns Ireland ; I do, and always ſhall, 
though an unavailing one. You judged as right too, in 
thinking that no accounts of that country could come to 
me from a more welcome hand than yours. Nothing can 
be better or more clearly ſtated, than your account of the 
preſent important tranſactions relative to Charles Lucas 
apothecary at Dublin, who, I believe, is the firſt apothe- 
cary that ever was yoted an enemy to his country, That 
apothecary's ſtuff, of which, till now, only the recipes 
were printed, will henceforwards be univerſally taken, 
and make a part of the Dublin Diſpenſatory. In Oo 
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book of holy „ there are many Charles Lucaſes, 
whoſe names would hardly have been known in their own 
times, but certainly never tranſmitted down to ours, if 
they had not been broiled a little; and the obſcure Dr. 
Sacheverell's fortune was made by a parliamentary proſe- 
cution, much about the ſame time that the French pro- 
phets were totally extinguiſhed by a puppet-ſhow. Great 
fouls are ſometimes defirous to purchaſe fame at the ex- 
pence of their bodies. If Charles Lucas, apothecary, is 
one of thoſe, one ſhould congratulate him upon this oc- 
caſion. But if his views were, as from his profeſſion 1 
ſhould be very apt to think they were, of a much lewer 
nature, one ought to condole with him upon the ſuſpen- 
fion of them, at leaſt for ſome time. In this uncertain- 
1 I withhold my compliments of either kind, to Charles 
ucas, apothecary. 

But let us come to a better ſubject. Pray are you ma- 
jor, or only captain ſtill ? For greater ſecurity I direct 
this to you, by the latter title, but if in fo doing I injure 
you, I will publiſh my recantation upon the back of my 
next. But in either caſe, I hope you have not laid aſide 
the thoughts of going abroad again. You have travelled 
a little with great profit ; travel again, and it will be with 
ſtill greater. The knowledge of the manners, the lan- 

ge, and the government of the ſeveral countries of 

urope is well worth two years delay of military promo- 

tion, ſuppoſing that ſhould be the caſe. I am, with 
great truth, | 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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To Major IRwixz, Dublin. 


Greenwich, Sept. 1, 1751, 
SIR, 


HOULD you ever be miſerable enough to want 
my athitance, or I unexpectedly happy enough to be 
able to give you any, your commands will want no pre- 
amble to introduce, nor excules to attend them. My 
friendſhip and eſteem for you will ſufficiently incline, 
though your fituation will not ſufficiently enable, me to 
ſerve you. 

Lord Albemarle is too good a courtier, and I too bad 
a one, for us to have met more than once, ſince his re- 
turn to England. I have twice endeavoured to ſee him, 
but to no purpoſe, ſince you defired me to ſpeak to him, 
but 1 will perſevere till I do; not that I think I can be of 
any uſe to you there, but that you may not think that [ 
would omit the leaſt poſſible occaſion of being fo. If 
lord George Sackville is fincerely in your intereit, your 
affair will certainly do, as he has not only a great deal to 
ſay with his father, but as he is the duke of Cumber. 
land's military man of confidence in Ireland. I heartily 
with that you could get to be licutenant-colonel to your 
father's regiment, becauſe with that rank, at your age, 
the reſt would do itfelf. And if you can get the conſent 
of the government, I would adviſe you not to haggle 
with * * * about the price, but to make him a pont d'or 
to go out upon. 

My young man has been with me here this fortnight, 
and in moſt reſpects, 1 am very well fatisfied with him; 
his knowledge is ſound and extenſive, and by all that I 
have yet obſerved, his heart is what | could wiſh it. But 
for his air and manners, Paris has {till a great deal to do. 
He ſtoops exceſſively, which I have known /ome very 
pretty fellzvs do, though he dances very well; and 
as to manners, the eaſy and genteel turn d'un honnete 
homme is yet very much wanting. I ſhall carry him with 
me in a fortnight to Bath for the ſeaſon, where I ſhall 
rub him till his re-exportation to Paris, which will N 
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the firſt week in November, for near a year more. I 
hardly flatter myſelf with the hopes of ſeeing you at Bath 
this ſeaſon; nor indeed would I adviſe you to leave Ire- 
land, till your affair is decided one way or other. The 
obſcrvation, que les abſens ont toujours tort, (that the ab- 
ſent always come off worſt) is in general true, and in 
your caſe, would be particularly true in regard to a cer- 
tain general whom I know. 

I am extremely obliged to you for your kindneſs to 
your heutenant Heathcote, in which I think I have ſome 
ſhare, though I hope and believe he deſerves it perſon- 
all 
I wil end this abruptly, rather than employ the com- 


mon words to aſſure you of the uncommon eſteem and 
friendſhip with which 1 am 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFI E LD. 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to the primate, and 
to the houſe of Clements. 


——_— A. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
ro THE S AM R. 


London, April 25, 1752. 
$:1- i. 


I AM two letters in your debt, a debt which Iam more 
inclined to acknowledge, than able to pay. Yours 
bring me informations, mine can only return you thanks. 
I make you therefore no excuſe for the delay, poſſibly 1 
deſerve your thanks for it. I live too mach out of the 
world to entertain you, and lately I have lived too much 
out of it to entertain myſelf; for I have been for theſe 
laſt two months extremely deaf, from what cauſe I know 
not any more than the doctors whom I have conſulted ; 

but the effects I ſtill feel, though not in quite ſo great a 
degree. This makes me very diſagrecable, both to my- 
felt, and to the few people with whom I deſire to con- 
verſe; and puts me in the fituation of a man who un- 


derſtands at beſt but half the * of the country he 
| lives 
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lives in. If the weather, which is hitherto very bad, would 
but mend a little, and look ſomething like fummer, 1 
would ſettle at Blackheath, where I can amuſe myſelf by 
myſelf, better than in town. 

As well as I can judge at this diſtance, from the various 
accounts I have had of your ſquabbles and quarrels in 
Ireland, c' tout comme chez nous. The great point is who 
ſhall govern the government;. and I preſume that all 
heads have been too buſy upon that point, to think one 
moment of the real intereſt of Ireland. What an effu- 
fion ofclaret muſt all this have occaſioned ! for it isa maxim, 
that buſineſs is beſt done over a bottle, and that people 
are never ſo fit for it, as when they are fit for nothing 
elſe. I make no doubt but that there has more claret been 
drank over the barracks this winter than will be drank 
in them theſe ten years. And I wonder the bridge 
was not agreed to, conſidering the national averſi- 
on to water. I not only hope, but am perſuaded, that 
you do not give into this cochonnerie, which ungentle- 
mans every body. A ſprightly debauche now and then is 
very well; but the dull, ſedate, and continued guzzling 
of claret is very unbecoming to a young fellow. 

I find that Dublin has been this winter the ſeat of plea- 
ſure, as well as of war. We have heard of the magni- 
ficence of your balls and entertainments. They are libe- 
ral and proper diverſions, and, with ſubmiſſion to the 

ve andthe wiſe, that luxury and expence is beneficial to 
the public. It employs many hands, and circulates pro- 
perty, provided that luxury be confined to home produce. 

We have married you here to the daughter of lady 
2, but that is no proof that you have married your- 
ſelf to her in Ireland. If you have, I heartily wiſh you 
joy, for it is poflible that there may be joy in marriage. 
In either caſe, I hope we ſhall ſee you this year in Eng- 
land. You have attended your poſt as a major long 
enough, I ſhould think, to be allowed a furlow for next 
winter; and [I take it for granted that your whole regi- 
ment is very perfect now, in the round-about way of do- 
ing every thing. I aſſure you that of all your friends 
here, none can with more ſatisfaction and ſincerity tell 
you they are ſo, than 

Your faithful humble ſervant, 
| CHESTERFIELD. 
LE T- 
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Ln 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 29, 1753- 
S I R, 


Thought at leaſt that I perfectly underſtood the mean- 
mg of all your diſputes in Ireland, while they related 
only to the roaſting or the Boyleing (pardon a written 
quibble) of Arthur Jones Nevil Eſq; and 1 heard of them 
with the fame indifference with which I formerly heard of 
thofe of Charles Lucas, apothecary. Thoſe objects were 
indifferent to me, becauſe I thought them fo to Ireland; 
and I humbly apprehended that the only point in queſtion 
was the old one, who ſhould govern the - But 
now [I confeſs my indifference ceaſes, and my aſtoniſhment 
and concern, as a fincere well-wiſher to Ireland, begin. 
I cannot comprehend this laſt point carried by five, which 
was merely national, and which has excited ſuch eral 
joy and drunkenneſs; and I have the failing of all little 
minds, I am apt to ſuſpect and diſlike whatever I do not 
underſtand. I know nothing of the arguments on either 
ſide, nor how groundleſs, or how well grounded, they 
may ſeverally be; but this I know, that the diſpute, be- 
ing now become national, muſt come to a deciſion, and 
how favourable to Ireland that deciſion is likely to be, 
the enemies of Ireland will, I fear, foreſee and foretell 
with pleaſure. I obſerve that whole provinces ſplendidly 
proclaim in the news papers the Bacchanals they have 
celebrated; that of Munſter has in icular fa- 
voured the public with a liſt of the toafts, in which, 1 
think, 1 diſcover all the guards of prudence, all the 
depths of policy, and all the urbanity of refined and de- 
licate fatire. I am informed too that theſe driputes have, 
to a great de revivedthat antient, Gothick, humane, 
ſenſible, and equitable method of deciſion: of right and 
wrong, the duellum, or ſingle combat. In ſhort, you are all in 
a violent fever, not without ſome paroxyſms of * 
or 
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for which I fear your father in law and my friend Dr, 
Barry, whom I very ſincerely love and eſteem, has no 
cure. Pray tell him that I do not take this (to uſe our 
terms of phyſic) to be the febricula, or flow fever, but a 
high and 2 one, mali moris, and ſubject to ex- 
acerbations. 

Friends may, and often do, among themſelves, laugh 
and quibble upon ſubjects, in which however they take 
a very ſerious part. I have done ſo with you, though, 
upon my word, I am truly affected with the preſent ſitu- 
ation of affairs in Ireland, from which I expect no one 
good, but fear many ill, conſequences. Your own per- 
fonal ſituation at Dublin, I ſhould imagine, cannot be 
now very agreeable, and therefore, as you have, for ſo 
long together, diſcharged the duties of a diligent, in- 
defatigable officer, (and huſband too I hope) why ſhould 
you not come over here, to ſee your uncle and other friends? 
among-whom you will, I can aſſure you, ſee none more 
truly and ſincerely ſo, than | 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Mar. 7. 1754. 
8 1 n, | 


Long and painful illneſs has hindered me from 
thanking you ſooner for the favour of your letters, 
which contained very clear accounts of the late im- 
portant tranſactions in Ireland. However ſtrong the 
ferment may ſtill be, I will venture to affirm that it muſt 
and will ſubſide to a certain degree, before the next 
ſeffion of parliament, I mean with regard to the nati- 
onal point. It is not tenable, and upon cooler thoughts 
will, I am convinced, appear ſo to many of thoſe who, 
from perſonal piques and ſudden heat, were hurried 
ito 
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into it. I dare anſwer for it that the ſpeaker himſelf wiſh- 
es that it had never been ſtirred, and I dare fay will con- 
trive to have it dropped in the next ſeſſion. I am ſure he 
wiſhes well to his country, and upon reflection he muſt 
be ſenſible that a national diſpute with England upon a 
point ſo intirely unſupported by either law or prudence, 
can by no means tend to the good of Ireland. Dr. Bar- 
ry, I know, thinks exactly as I do upon this ſubject, and 
J dare ſay will adminiſter, whenever he is conſulted, 
emollient, quieting, and cooling medicines. If it would 
but pleaſe God, by his lightning, to blaſt all the vines in 
the world, and by his thunder to turn all the wines now 
in Ireland ſour, as I moſt fincerely wiſh he would, Ire- 
land would enjoy a degree of quiet and plenty that it has 
never yet known. By the way, I am not ſo partial neither 
to Ireland, as not to pray for the ſame bleſſing for this 


my native country, notwithſtanding the grief and deſola- 


tion which I know it would occaſion in our two learned 
univerſities, the body of our clergy, and among our 
knights of ſhires, burgeſſes, &c. and in general among all 
thoſe worthy honeſt gentlemen, who toait and are toaſted. 
But I will leave theſe public conſiderations, of which I 
am a remote and inſignificant ſpeQator, and indulge the 
tender ſentiments of private friendſhip. Is it poſſible that 
my worthy friend, George Faulkner, can even for a mo- 
ment have ſeen a vile cudgel impending over his head? 
Who can think himſelf fafe, when gravity of deport- 


ment, dignity of character, candor, impartiality, and 


even a wooden leg, are no longer a protection? This 
rough manner of treating a man of letters, which my 
friend muſt be allowed to be, implies perhaps more zeal 
than knowledge ; at leaſt I never met with it among the 
canons of criticiſm. If my friend diſcovered upon this 
occaſion ſome degree. of human weakneſs, his other 
half, at leaſt, exerted the undaunted ſpirit of a Roman 
wife. Why is ſhe not lady; Faulkner ? And why are they 
not bleſſed with a numerous iſſue, the happy compound 
of their father's ſtoiciſm, and their mother's heroiſm? I 
have had ſeveral pacquets from my friend ſince this affair 
happened, but he has never touched, upon it, prudently 
obſerving, I preſume, the advice of Horace, Lug deſpe- 
res tractata niteſcere poſſe, relinque. (Whatever cannot 
be improved by handling, is belt let alone.) # pt 
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Are there are no hopes of ſeeing you in England this 
ſummer, and have you any of getting into the new par- 
liament? I ſhall take a longer journey as ſoon as the ſea- 
ſon will give me leave, for I ſhall go to drink the waters 
of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, in hopes of recovering ſome 
degree of my ſtrength and ſpirits, which my late illneſs 
robbed me of, not to prolong my life, for which I aſſure 

ou I would not take ſo much trouble, but to make it leſs 
8 while it laſts. Deafneſs alone is a ſufficient 
misſfortune, but weakneſs and diſpiritedneſs, added to it, 
complete it. From ſuch a being as I am, this letter is al- 
ready too long, and may probab a infect you with the 
ennui, which the writer commonly feels, except in the 
moment in which he aſſures you "that he is, with the 
greateſt truth, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Pray, make my compliments to my good friend the 
doctor. 


LETT E R  LXXIXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 15. 1757. 
SIR, 


HE inſtallation is to be at Windſor on this day 
fortnight the 29th; it is a fookſh piece of pagean- 
try, but worth ſeeing once. e ceremony in the cha- 
pel is the moſt ſolemn, and conſequently the ſillieſt, 
part of the ſhow. The tickets for that operation arc 
the pretended property of the dean and chapter. I will 
take care to procure 9 ou one. I will alſo mY to pro- 
cure you a ticket for the feaſt, though it is full 
late. There you will dine very ill and very 


veniently, but however with the comfort of hearing the 
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ſtyle and titles of the puiſſant knights proclaimed by Gar- 
ter king at arms. I take it for granted that Mrs. Irwine 
is to be of your Windſor party, and I will endeavour to 
accommodate you both as far as I can. She made you 
too favourable a report of my health which you have too 
eaſily believed, from wiſhing it true. It is vegetation at 
moſt, and I ſhould be very ſorry if my fellow vegetables 
at Blackheath were not in a more lively and promiſing 
ſtate than | 
| Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


— * — — — 
* 


L E TT E R LXXXVIL 


To the Honourable Colonel IRwINE. 


Indorſed, Auguſt 19632. 


1.2; 


I SHALL be moſt extremely glad to ſee you and the 

good company you mention to-morrow at dinner. I 
have not ſeen the doctor ſince he has given himſelf up to 
women, and I was afraid that he had forgot me. 

Mr. Hutchinfon® is one whom I have wanted long to 
ſee, more than he could to ſee me; but what is the worſt 
of it is, that I am in the caſe f * with relation to 
him, which is, that I cannot ſee him, without his ſeein 
me. However, you will let him know that I have been 
dead theſe twelve years, by way of preparing him to ſee 
a mind and body equally decayed. I am, with the greateſt 
truth and eſteem, | 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
Sunday night. 


The preſent provoſt of Trinity College, Dublin. 
vol. III. 5 E Cc ; L E . 
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LETTER. HAAR. 


TO THE SAME. 
Bath, Nov. 21, 1768, 


| BELIEVE, my dear general, that you are the firſt 
I Engliſh traveller that could bring teſtimonials from 
Paris of having kept good company there. I know the 
reaſon of it; but I will not tell you, becauſe I am ſure 
you know it yourſelf as well as I do. Our friend ſeems 
to know it too, and, in juſtice to her, J ſend you here in- 
cloſed her letter which you brought. In ſeeing my old 
acquaintance, the marechal de Richelieu, you ſaw with- 
out exception the greateſt, but at the ſame time the pret- 
tieſt, coxcomb in Europe. To be ſure, he did not ſay a 
word of Minorca, Genoa, or lower Saxony. Your late 
debate about Corſica was ſurely a very idle one. How can 
we hinder the French from taking Corſica, but by a war 
with France? And how can we make that war? Where 
can we find the money for it? Where can we find a mi- 
niſter to conduct it? And where an Eugene or Marlbo- 
rough to command it? Do not put the Gentle Shepherd 
upon me for all theſe wheres. Beſides, I fear there is a 
very fore place in this affair. What will you, gentlemen 
of the lower houſe, do with Wilkes the defender of our 
liberty? Do not wonder at my queſtion, for J know that 
not a fortnight ago one miniſter aſked another that very 
ueſtion, and was anſwered, I do not know. As they puz- 
zled themſclves into this difficulty, I confeſs I want to ſee 
how they, will puzzle themſelves out of it. 
" va We SR oe EY. 5 EE Br Tye. 1 
My old kinſman and cotemporary * is at laſt dead, and 
for the firſt time quiet. He had the ſtart of me at his 
birth by one year and two months, and I think we ſhall 
obſerve the ſame diſtance at our burial. I own I feel for 
his death, not becauſe it will be my turn next, but be- 
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cauſe I knew him to be very good-natured, and his hands 
to be extremely clean, and even too clean if that were 


poſſible ; for, after all the great offices, which i.e had held 


for fifty years, he died three hundred thouſand pounds 
poorer than he was when he firit came into them. A 
very unminiſterial proceeding! It is a common obſerva- 
tion, that blind people are apt to be talkative, and it is 
no leſs true (as you find to your coſt) that deaf people 
are apt to be writative; but I am only ſo quad hunc, 
and from a defire of expreſſing the true friendſhip and 
eſteem with which I am 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


” . 
— — — — 
— 


L Irin 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 27, 1768. 
S 1 R, : 


OW can un mylord Anglois anſwer a letter frappte a 

coin du bon ton de Paris, (that bears the ſtamp of 
the Paris bon ton) where flattery paſſes only for common 
civility ? I muſt content myſelf with telling you, in home- 
ſpun Engliſh, that I thank you heartily for your letter 
which I received yeſterday; and though I know you flat- 
ter me, I am extremely pleaſed with your thinking me 
worth your flattery. Tu m'aduli, ma tu mi piaci, (you 


| flatter me, but you pleaſe me) is a very true Italian ſay- 


ing, which ſelf-love, if ſincere, would confeſs. 
Conway's motion was the only ſenſible one that could 

be made, now that 'the people called miniſters (as the 

news papers call the Quazens) have bungled themſelves 


into a ſituation of not being able to do any thing quite 
right... % „„ 


* 


Jam much obliged to you, and through you to Ma- 
dame de Choiſeul, for communicating to me the verſes, 
of the chevalier de Bouflers; they are exceedingly pretty 

E e 2 0 and, 
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and, had you not told me the author, I ſhould have miſ- 
taken them for Voltaire's, a miſtake which no author 
could have no reaſon to take ill. The gth line is ex- 
tremely pretty, though not quite new; but the laſt line 
of all is new, true, and wonderfully delicate, perhaps too 
delicate for our ſolid found claſſical judges to reliſh, 
who will call it French tinſel. 

I will abruptly wiſh you good night; and am 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


TE 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 6, 1769. 
s 1 RM, 


1 AM extremely obliged to you for the favour of your 
letter; it informs me of an event which I ſhould hardly 
have believed from a leſs authentic hand than yours. 
The journey to Wootton ſeems to confirm the reunion of 
the triumvirate ; but ſtill it is a triumvirate, and a trium- 
virate conſiſts of three, who, without an Athanafian 
unity, which is not to be expected, will be ſubject to ac- 
cidents and jealouſies. This I am ſure of, that it is the 
intereſt of all the three to keep ſtrictly united. It will 
alarm the adminiſtration; but ſtill I think they will hold 

it out another year, by certain ways and means, which 
the payment of the civil debts will enable them to put in 
practice, and you well know that the votes in both the 
chaſte houſes of parliament are counted, not weighed. 
Another thing will be of uſe to the adminiſtration, which 
is, that factious and ſeditious ſpirit that has appeared of 
late in petitions, affociations, &c. which ſhocks all ſober 
thinking people, and will hinder them from going ſo fat 
as otherwiſe they would have gone. At the latter end of 
king Charles the ſecond's reign, the two belligerant * 
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ties remonſtrated and addreſſed, upon which my grand- 
father Halifax told the king, that the remonſtrants ſpit in 
his face, and that the addreſſers ſpit in his mouth. The 
very petition ſeems to be of the former kind. But enough 
of politics, which, from Jong diſuſe, and ſeeing them at 
preſent only remotely and through a miſt, I muſt neceſſa- 
rily talk abſurdly about. | 

As to my own decayed carcaſe, which you ſo kindly 

inquire after, I can only tell you that it crumbles away 
daily; my eyes are ſtill ſo bad, that they are of little uſe 
to a deaf man, who lived by reading alone ; many o:her 
phyſical ills croud upon me, and I have drained Pandora's 
box, without finding hope at the bottom. The taxesithat 
nature lays upon old age are very heavy; and I would 
rather that death would diſtrain at once, than groan lon- 
ger under the burthen. 
Pray, how have I deſerved ſome compliments in your 
letter? I cannot recollect that I have ever offended you; 
I never made you any compliments, and I am ſure that I 
do not make you one now, when I aſſure you that I am, 
with the — eſteem and friendſhip, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, - 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Pray, make my compliments to futti quanti where you 
are, with whom I have paſſed the moſt agreeable time 
of my life formerly at Stowe. 


L E T. 
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* LET TAI 
From Dr. Sw1FT to the Earl of CHRESTERHIEZ ILD. 


November 10, 1730. 
MY LOR D, 


WAS politively adviſed by a friend, whoſe opinion 
has much weight with me, and who has a great vene- 
ration for your lordſhip, to venture a letter of ſollicitation: 
and it is the firſt requeſt of this kind that I ever made, 
ſince the public changes, in times, perſons, meaſures, 
and opinions, drove me into diſtance and obſcurity. 
There is an honeſt man, whoſe name is Launcelot; he 
has been long a ſervant to my lord Suſſex: he married a 
relation of mine, a widow, with a tolerable jointure ; 
which, depending upon a leaſe which the duke of Graf- 
ton ſuffered to expire about three years ago, ſunk half 
her little fortune. Mr. Launcelot had many promiſes 
from the duke of Dorſet, while his grace held that office 
which is now in your lordſhip+; but they all failed, after 
the uſual fate that the bulk of court-ſuiters muſt expect. 
am very ſfenfible that I have no manner of claim to 
the leaſt favour from your lordſhip, whom I have hardly 
the honor to be known to, although you were always 
leaſed to treat me with much humanity, and with more 
diſtinction than I could ꝓretend to deſerve, I am likewiſe 
conſcious of that demerit which I have largely ſhared with 
all thoſe who concerned themſelves in a court and miniſtry, 
whole maxims and proceedings have been ever fince 
ſo much exploded. But your lordſhip will grant me 
leave to ſay, that, in thoſe times, when any perſons of 
the ejected party came to court, and were of tolerable 
conſequence, they never failed to ſucceed in any reaſon- 
able requeſt they made for a friend. And, when I ſome- 


* Though theſe three letters have been printed already, yet as they 
are ſo characteriſtic, and do ſo much honor to our noble author, it was 
theught rot improper to detach them from the voluminous collection, in 
which they are diſperſed, to unite them in this. 

+ oy earl of Cheſterfield was then lord ſteward of his majeſty's 
houtencly, | 


times 
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times added my poor ſolicitations, I uſed to quote the then 
miniſters a paſſage in the Goſpel, the poor (meaning their 
own dependents) you have always with you, &c. 

This is the ſtrongeſt argument I have, to intreat your 
lordſhip's favour from Mr. Launcelot, who is a perfect 
honeſt man, and as loyalas you could wiſh. His wite, my 
near relation, has been my favourite from her youth, and 
as deſerving as it is poſſible for one of her level. It is un- 
derſtood, that ſome little employments about the court 
may be often in your lordſhip's diſpoſal ; and that my lord 
Suſſex will give Mr. Launcelot the character he deſerves: 
and then let my petition be (to ſpeak in my own trade) 
a drop in the bucket. | : | 

Remember, my lord, that, although this letter be long, 
yet what particularly concerns my requeſt is but of a few 
lines. If 

I ſhall not congratulate with your lordſhip upon any of li 
your preſent great employments, or upon the greateſt that lit 
can poſſibly be given to you; becauſe you are one of thoſe | 
very few, who do more honour toa court, than you can 
poſſibly receive from it, which I take to be a greater com- 
pliment to a court than it is to your lordſhip. 


Jam, 


My lord, &c. 


L 1 TT E 


From the Earl of CRESTERTIELD to Doctor Swirr. 


Hague, Dec. 15, N. S8. 1730. 
SIR, 


OU need not have made any excuſe to me for your 
ſolicitation: on the contrary, I am proud of being 


the firſt perſon, to whom an have thought it worth the 
while to apply ſince thoſe changes, which, you ſay, drove 
you into diſtance and obſcurity. I very well know 
the perſon you recommend to me, having lodged a 


his 
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at his houſe a whole ſummer at Richmond. I have always 
heard a very good character of him, which alone would 
incline me to ſerve him; but your recommendation, I can 
aſſure you, will make me impatient to do it. However, 
that he may not again meet with the common fate of 
court-ſuitors, nor 1] lie under the imputation of making 
court-promiſes, I will exactly explain to you how far it is 
likely I may be able to ſerve him. 

When firſt I had this office, I took the reſolution of 
turning out nobody; ſo that I ſhall only have the diſpoſal 
of thoſe places, that the death of the preſent poſſeſſors will 
procure me. Some old ſervants, that have ſerved me 
long and faithfully, have obtained the promiſes of the firſt 
ſour or five vacancies; and the early Blicitations of ſome 
of my particular friends have tied me down for about ag 
many more. But, after having ſatisfied theſe engagements, 
do aſſure you, Mr. Launcelot ſhall be my firſt care. 1 
confeſs, his proſpect is more remote than I could have 
wiſhed it; but as it is fo remote, he will not have the un- 
eaſineſs of a diſappointment, if he gets nothing; and if he 
gets ſomething, we fhall both be pleaſed. | 
As for his political principles, I am in no manner of 
pain about them, Were he a Tory, I would venture to 
ſerve him, in the juſt expectation that, ſhould I ever be 
charged with having preferred a Tory, the perſon, who 


was the author of my crime, would likewiſe be the author 
of my vindication. 


Iam, with real eſteem, 


8 IR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LET- 
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LETTER XCIY. 
From Dean Sw1eT to the Earl of CH £8TERFIEL DD. 


January 5, 1739-1. 
MY LOR Dz, 

RETURN your lordſhip my moſt humble thanks for 
the honor and fayour of your letter, and defire your 
juſtice to beljeve, that, in writing to you a ſecond time, 
I have no deſign of giving you a ſecond trouble. My 
only end at preſent is to beg your pardon for a fault of 
ignorance. I ought to have remembered, that the arts 
of courts are like thoſe of play; where, if the moſt ex- 
pert be abſent for a few months, the whole ſyſtem is ſo 
ho ed, that he hath no more ſkill than a new beginner. 
Yet 7 cannot but wiſh, that your lordſhip had pleaſed to 
forgive one, who has been an utter ſtranger to public life 
above fixteen years. Buſſy Rabutin himſelf, the politeſt 
_ perſon of his age, when he was recalled to court after a 
long baniſhment, appeared ridiculous there : and what 
could I expeQt from my antiquated manner of addrefling 
your lordſhip in the prime of your life, in the height of 
fortune, favour, and merit ; ſq diſtinguiſhed by your ac- 
tive ſpirit, and greatneſs of your genius? I do here re- 
peat to your lordſhip, that I lay the fault of my miſcon- 
uct entire; on a friend, whom I exceedingly loye and 
eſteem, whom I dare not name, and who 1 as bad 2a 
courtier by nature as I am grown by want of practice. 
God forbid that your lordſhip ſhould continue in an em- 
ployment, however great and honorable, where you only 
can be an ornament to the court ſo long, until you have 
an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen low people, 
like the poor man, whom I took the liberty to mention! 
And God forbid, that, in one particular branch of the 
king's family, there ſhould ever be ſuch a mortality, as to 
take away a dozen of meaner ſervants 1 in leſs than a dozen 

ars 
ye Give me leave, in further excuſe of my weakneſs, to 
confeſs, that beſides ſome hints from my friends, your 
lordſhip 
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lordſhip is in great meaſure to blame, for your obliging 
manner of treating me in every place where I had the 
honor to ſee you; which I acknowledge to have been a 
diſtinction that I had not the leaſt pretence to, and con- 
ſequently as little to ground upon it the requeſt of a favour. 
As I am an utter ſtranger to the preſent forms of the 
world, I have imagined more than once, that your lord- 
ſhip's proceeding with me, may be a refinement introdu- 
ced by yourſelf : and that as, in my time, the moſt ſo- 
lemn and frequent promiſes of great men uſually failed, 
againſt all probable appearances, ſo that ſingle flight one 
of your lordſhip may, by your generous nature, early 
ſucceed againſt all viſible impoſſibilities (a). 


I am, &c. 


(a) And ſo it did; lord Cheſterfield having ſoon found an opportu- 
nity of providing for the perſon recommended by Dean Swift. | 


I am happy in the opportunity of communicating to the 
public the three n ng letters, from lord Cheſterfield to 
lord Stair, which were ſent to me in the moſt obliging man- 
ner by a perſon of diſtinction in Scotland, whoſe name I am 
not at liberty to mention, but whom I defire to accept my public 
thanks for this favor. They are of ſuch a nature as to 
make me, and I truſt, every one of my readers, regret that 
there are ſo few of them. 
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LETTER IO. 
To the Earl of ST AIR. 


London, Sept. 3, 1739. 
MY LORD, | 
Y the return of the meſſenger, by whom I received 
the favour of your letter, with the incloſed papers, 
I writ to lord Marchmont my poor ſentiments upon the 
points in queſtion. I thought it the ſame as writing to 
you; but choſe to direct it rather to him, becauſe the meſ- 
ſenger told me, he ſhould ſee him firſt. I ſhall fay no 
more now, by the common poſt, upon that ſubjeQ, than 
that I thought the firſt part of the plan extremely right; 
but the latter part rather ill timed now, and would not have 
the effect propoſed or hoped for. What do you ſay to the 
vigor of our adminiſtration? The ſleeping lion is rouſed ; 
and a hundred and twenty men of war now in commiſſion, 
and forty thouſand land forces in England, will ſhew our 
enemies abroad, that they have preſumed too much and 
too long upon fir Robert's pacific temper. I ſay this on 
the ſuppoſition and hopes that theſe land forces are only 
raiſed againſt our common enemies abroad, and not againſt 
fir Robert's enemies at home; though I know which I be- 
lieve. It is reported too, but I don't know with what 
grounds, that this parliament is this ſeſſion to be continu- 
ed ſeven years longer, upon pretence that, in this time of 
danger, the nation is not in a proper temper to meet and 
chuſe new repreſentatives. Violent as this ſtep may ſeem, 
I cannot think it is totally improbable, when I combine 
ſeveral circuſtances; but this I know, that, if it is taken, 
there is an end of us, I mean conſtitutionally. Your viſit 
to Ireland is a ſign of your good health and ſpirits, which 
I rejoice at, and wiſh you the long continuance of, as much 
as any man upon earth can do, being, I am fure, as much 
as any man upon earth can be, | 


a My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, | 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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ELT 


TO THE SAN. 


London, Dec. 3, 1739. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


COINCE I troubled you laſt, J have three letters from you 
to acknowledge. As to the two firſt, you will have 
heard from all your friends here, that the D. of A. is by 
no means as yet ripe to come into any of thoſe propoſitions. 
I both think and hope he will by next year; but, in the 
mean time, he muſt be ſtroked and not ſpurred. The 
plan incloſed in your letter, which I received yeſterday, 
is, in my opinion, a perfect right one, and is now follow- 
ed by many corporations in England, in their inſtructions 
to their members; and ought to have been ſo by all the 
counties, if thoſe, who at the end of laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment undertook that province, had not either careleſsly or 
wilfully neglected it till the aſſizes were over, which has 
now made it impoſſible for this year. The bill, to limit 
the number of placemen in parliament, is to be brought in 
after the holidays, and will, I ſuppoſe, be as ſoon rejected; 
after which, it will be neceſſary to print the names of thoſe 
who voted for or againſt it; and then freſh inſtructions from 
every county or borough, both in 0 Jr” and Scotland, 
wherever they can be obtained, and, I believe, they may 
from almoſt every county, and a great majority of the bo- 
roughs will come with ſtill greater weight next year. As 
for poſtponing the money bills till ſuch a bill be agreed to, 
which is what you propoſe, and what is likewiſe mentioned 
in the inſtructions of the city of London, I find that will 
not do; becauſe, to tell you the plain truth, many of the 
poſition do not in their hearts greatly reliſh the place bill 
telf, which they think might prove a clog upon their ad- 
miniſtration, and they will by no means hear of any thing 
like a tack, or a poſtponing of the money bills. If the 
whole oppoſition meant the ſame thing as you and J do, 
they would moſt certainly entertain this meaſure, which 
IS 


- 
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is the only one that can recover the conſtitution ; all 
others are but temporary palliatives: for while the houſes 
of lords and commons are abſolutely in the power of the 
crown, as they viſibly now are, we have no conſtitution, 
and the crown alone is, without a myſtery, the three 
branches of the legiſlature. But unfortunately, I doubt, 
this is what many people deſire as heartily as you and I 
with the contrary. Sir Robert's health is thought to be 
very precarious, and. there are many of us who already 
anticipate in their thoughts the joyful moment, which 
they think not remote, of coming into power; and con- 
ſequently; far from defiring to make ſhackles for them- 
ſelves; are rather willing to continue thoſe upon the peo- 
ple which fir Robert has forged for them. This, I own, 
is a melancholy cafe; but I fear it is tob much the caſe. 
'The ons you allade to, that you think might be pre- 
vaited with to act againſt fir Robert, are not to be moved. 

They have been tried, and their own intereſt in fo doing 
has been manifeſtly thewn them, but to no purpoſe; 
They confider money as their own intereſt, and would 
not venture the fafpenſion of a quarter's falary to fave the 
whole nation. This, my dear lord, is our wretched ſitu- 
ation, from whence, I think, little good can ariſe. Uni- 
on among ourſelves cannot be expected, where our views 
are ſo widely different. This fir Robert knows, and tri- 
umphs in. I deſpair of either doing good or ſeeing any 
done; yet, white I live, I afture you, I will endeavour it. 
I wiſh my country well, and upon that principle alone 
muſt wiſh you ſo; but many other conſiderations concur 
to make me honor and eſteem you as I do, and to form 
that attachment and friendſhip with which I thall ever be, 


My dear lord, 
Moſt faithfully yours, 


- CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LF TT: $78. 20 
To THE SAME. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


WISH I had any thing better than thanks to return 

you for your ſeveral letters, but unfortunately I can 
ſend you no accounts from hence, that I can write or you 
read with ſatisfaction. The oppoſition is in truth become 
no oppoſition at all; is looked upon already in that light 
by the court, and, I am afraid, will ſoon be ſo by the 
whole nation. The views of the individuals are too dif- 
ferent for them to draw together. Some few mean the 
public good, and they are for acting and puſhing of con- 
ſtitutional meaſures; but many more mean only their 
private intereſt, and they think public inaction and ſecret 
negociations the moſt conducive to it. They conſider fir 
Robert's life as a bad one, and deſire, by their ſubmiſſion 
and tameneſs, to recommend themſelves to be his ſucceſ- 
ſors. The court, they ſay, is too ſtrong to be overcome 
by oppoſition ; that is, in truth, they think it would be 
too ſtrong for their impatience for power upon any terms. 
In this diſtracted ſtate of the oppoſition, you will not be 
ſurprized that nothing is done, and that the court triumphs. 
Thoſe of your friends here, with whom I am connected, 
with, as J do, many things which it is not wi our power 
to bring about, and which would only diſcover our weak- 
neſs to attempt. My only hopes are from the ſpirit of 
the nation in the next election, where, if we exert, I 
think there are hopes of having a better parhament than 
this. In your part of the kingdom more may be done 
with effect in that affair than in this part, where the in- 
fluence of the court is more powerful; and I hope, there- 
fore, you will all exert at that laſt ſtruggle for our conſti- 
tution. We are to have here next week a general meet- 
ing, to ſettle the elections for the next parhament, in 
which, I make no doubt, but thoſe who have ruined the 
oppolition will uſe their endeavours to fruſtrate this deſign 
too; but ſtill I hope, it will have ſome good effect, though 


to 
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to be ſure not ſo good a one as if we all meant the ſame 
thing. The place bill comes in on Tueſday next, and 
will be thrown out the ſame day. Some of our patriots 
will rant that day, par maniere d'acquit, by permiſſion 
from the court, and then the ſeſſion is ended. I ſhewed 
your paper upon that ſubject to ſome of my friends, who 
will endeavour to make what uſe they can of it. 

Your old friend lord Cathcart kiſſed the king's hand 
yeſterday, for the command of the intended expedition. 
Some ſay it is 1 Cuba; others, againſt Buenos 
Ayres; but none know, and the ſecret is inviolably kept. 
For my own part, wherever it is intended, I have a very 
bad opinion of the ſucceſs of it, when I know that no- 
body capable of forming a right plan has been conſulted 
in it, and that no officer able to conduct it is well enough 
at court to be employed in it. 

As I have writ all this to you 4 coeur ouvert, I it 
may go no further, it being better that the real wretched 
ſtate of the oppoſition ſhould not be univerſally known, 
though, I fear, it is but too well gueſſed at. It might 
diſcourage, and could do no good. 

If all meant as well as you do, I ſhould, with more 
hopes and better ſpirits, take what little part I am able; 
but I confeſs that, in the preſent fituation of things, I 
rather content myſelf with not doing ill, than hope to do 
any good. I will keep my conſcience and my charaQter 
clear, with what I ſhould, and do what I can, et pour le 
reſte, alors comme alors. But in all ſituations, pleaſed and 
proud of being reckoned in the number of thoſe who 
love and value you as you deſerve, and who with you in 
a condition of doing your country all the good you are 
both ſo defirous and ſo able to do it. Adieu, my dear 
lord; believe me, Pong | 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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ing his ſon without a tutor at 


Paris, 16. His character of the 


Abbe de la Ville, 22. His re- 
gulation of his ſon's expences at 


Paris, 26. His account of the 


change of the ſtyle, 30. His 
account of lord Bolingbroke, 38. 
His character of him, 44. His 
account of the ſucceſs of inocu- 
lation, $4: His opinion of the 

oung lord Bolingbroke, 66. 
His reaſons for changing the 
name of his country- houſe from 
Babiole to Little Chartreuſe, 84. 
His letters to Madame de Bo- 
to 134. His de- 
ſcription of Baron Kreunigen, 98. 
His opinion of Voltaire's writ- 
ings, 102, Introduces his ſoa to 
her, 102. Introduces Lord Hunt- 
ingdon to her, 108. His opinion 


of Cardinal Richelieu's political 


will, and of Voltaire's pleading a- 

inft it, 112. His —_ of 
ome of Sir George Etheredge's 
comedies, 118. His opinion of 


Terence's comedies, 122. His 


' criticiſm on a ſatyrical work writ- 


ten by Mr. Duclos, 124, and 
in the note. His opinion of 
age of 


Mr. De Kreunigen, 136. His 


letter to Lad; , on the 


ſubjeQ -of humour, 138. His 
letter to James mern 
' . 4067 C, 


- 
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U. 152. His letters to Solo- 
mon Dayrolles, Eſq; from 154 
to 302. Expreſſes his anxiety 
for the ſecurity of the Dutch 
frontier in 1747, 464. His 0- 
_ - Pinion of the ſurrender of Ber- 
. gen-0p-zoom, 168. His reaſons 
for retiring from public /affairs, 
176. His account of reſigning ' 
the ſeals, 177. His brother ap- 
pointed commiſſioner of the ad- 
miralty, 179. A pamphlet aſ- 
cribed to bim, 182, and in the 
note. His ignorance of the au- 
. thor, 183. His opinion of the 
neceſſity of the peace in 1748, 
184, 185, 186. His opinion of 
Lord Pembroke's ſeat at Wilton, 
190. His opinion of the hiſtory - 
ot the wars between France and 
the houſe of Auſtria,” 191. His 
litical reaſons for the queen of 
ungary's delay in entering in- 
to the definitive treaty, 192, 
194, 196. His account of the 
diſmiſſion of the grand penſiona- 
2 of Holland, 212. Applies 
for a prebend for the Rev. Mr. 
| Harte tuior to his fon, 217. Ob- 
_ » tains it, 219. Congratulates 
Mr. Dayrolles on his marriage, 
223. His opinion of the ſtate 
of politics in Holland at the 
death of the Prince of Orange, 
226. His advice for the conduct 
of the princeſs dowager of Or- 
ange during the minority, 228. 
Congratulates Mr. Dayrolles on 
the birth of à ſon, to whom be 
was godfather, 238. His plan 
of education for his godſon, 239. 
His opinion of the puniſhment of 
children, 243. His opinion with 
reſpect to the connexions of Eng- 
land with the houſes of Auſtria - 
and Bourbon, 248. Mentions 
his writipg ſome papers in a 
© weekly paper called The World, 
257. His account of Spa, 263, 
264 His reaſons for going to 
London in the winter, 266. 
Thinks Mr. Fox will be miniſter, 
* 268. Thinks" there will be no 


flac #, 


war in-1755, 269; His account 


of the ſtate of parliament in 
1755. 269. His political opi- 


nions in 1755, 270, 273, 274, 
275, 276, 277, 278..:'Error in 
them, 278, in the note. His 


account of the loſs of Minorca, 


and the bad fituation of affairs in 
England and America, in 1756, 


284, 285, 286. Deſcribes Ad- 
- miral Byng's unfortunate ſituati- 
on, 290. His political opinions 
in 1757, 290. His account of 
the winiſtry in 1757, 292, 293. 


294, 296. Effect which his ill 


ſtate of health had upon his po- 


litical opinions, 294. in the note. 


His letters to Sir Thomas Robin- 
ſon, 303 to 306. - His intimacy 
with Sir Thomas, 303, in the 
note. His opinion of the at- 


tempt upon the king of France's 


liſe, 304. His opinion of Ar- 
chibald Bower's converſion, 305. 


His letter to doctor Cheyne, 307. 


His letters to the Rev. Doctor 


Chenevix Lord Bithop of Wa- 


terford, 313 to 394. Deplores 


the loſs of Lord Scarborough, 
313. Recommends Dr. Chene- 
vix to the biſhopric,of Clonfert, 


317. Account of his reſigna- 
tion, and the reaſons for it, 321. 
and in the note. His approba- 
tion and encouragement of the 
ſcheme for affording a refuge to 
Frech een in Ireland, 


His condolence with 


325, 32 


the biſhop on the death of Mrs. 
. Chenevix, 327. Complains much 

of the decline of his health, and 
of deafneſs, 329, Cc. Finds 


much benefit from the Bath wa- 


ters, 334, fc, His opinion of 


archbiſhop Tillotſon, 339, 340. 
I made member of the academy 


of Belles Lettres at Paris, 341. 
His opinion of Sheridan's book on 


Britiſh education, 344, 345. His 


opinion of Swift's Hiſtory of the 


four laſt years of Queen Ann, 


-- 352- His inſtructions tor raiſing 


melons, 362. His account of 
F Mr. George 


435 
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Mr. George Faulkner's mode of 


living in England, . 
character of Ford Hallifax, 
His character of Lord Hert 


His 


25 
370 His opinion of Lord Town- 
nd, 399. Adopts the ſon of 


his kinſman Mr. Stanhope of 


Mansfield, 380. His account of 
that young gentleman, ditto. 
— account of Lord Mountmor - 
ris, 387. His letter of condo- 

| lence to the biſhop, upon the 
- Joſs of his ſon; whieh letter is 
probably the laſt he ever wrote 
to him, 394, and in the note. 
His letters to Mr. Prior, 395 to 
404. His account of a ſucceſs- 
ful methodof —_ arch from 
toes, 395, is thoughts 

Gn the Besten er Ireland, 4 
the points that ought to engage 
the attention of the people of 
that country, 397, 400, 492, 
403. His letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Madden, 464. His letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Whitcombe, 405. His 
letters to Captain (afterwards Sir 
 John)Irwine; 407 to 422. His 
.- obſervations upon the famous 
"= patriot Dr. Lucas, 408, 
His ehen of Marſhal 
Richeliew, 418. His political 
opinion concerning Corſica, ditto. 
His account of the death of the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, ditto. His 
letter to Dean Swift, 423. His 


letters to the Earl of Stair, 427 


to 431. 
Chetwynd, Efq; (William). III. 
Cheyne, Ta, Lined m 114 


Cheſterfield to bim, communi- 
cated by the Counteſs of Cheſter- 
geld, III 307. and in the note. 
Children, how to be educated, III. 
239: 7 ay faults to be pu- 
niſhed, 2 


. Should de left to 


chuſe kbei own profeſſion, 286. 


Cobentzel (Count). Account of, II. 
266, in the note. 


Corfica (ifand of). Political opi- 
nion concerning it, IN. 418. 

Crebillen (Mr.). His letters to Lord 
Cheſterfield, IL 31a. 316. His 
 eriticifms on the Sh. a noye] - 
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written by himſelf, ta. 314 
4 1 on 22 
14 His exile re- 
— wk His criticiſms on 
mela, 320. 322: 
Crebillon (Senior) Anecdotes re- 
_—_ to forme of his tragedies, 
c (Duke of ). Appoimed 
" e o ) ppoint 
with Mr. Fox of the IP, 
IN. 270. | 


D. 
1D Albert (Chevalier). Account of, 
Il. 366. 


Dayrelles, Eſq; (Solomon). 4 

pointed reſident at the 
the death of his uncle james 

Dayrolles, —_— cl James 
riage, 22 inted enyo 
to Brufſels, vx 5-01 2 

D Ennery (Monſieur). Account of, 
III 58, in the note. 

D' Eyverqun (Mr.). Account of, 11. 
301, in the note. 

D Her (Chevalier). Account of let- 
ters publiſhed under that name, 
I 387, in the note. 

E * (a tragedy). Account of, 


Dns (t) Account of, III. 
206, in the note. 


| E. 
Elliot (General). Account of, III 
210. in the note. 
Etberedge (Sir George). Succeſs, of 


his comedy called Ene 
Il. 118, 1 mm the note. | 


F. 


Faulkner (Mr. George). His made 
1 lividg in England deſcxited, 


304. 
Finch (the Hos. William). His 
2 from his embaſſy at the 
gue, II. 156, in the note. 
ea. (Mr, ) His ript to 
Madame de Tencin' letter, II. 
3: 336- Account of bis death, 


d the note. 
29% 46d 297, in (he ate. 
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Fa (dr.) Appointed: of te re- 
gency with the Duke of Cum 
- berland, III. 270. 


France. Kxpectat ions of avid 
III. 280, 281. 


Francis (Mr.) Account of his tra- 


gedy of Eugenia, III. 128. 130. 
| Irin (Cap. now fir John). Account 


G. 


Galen (Bernard Van). Account of, 


III. 167, ia the note. 
Garrick (Mr.). 

Si Violetti, III. 215. 
Graffigny (Madame de). Account 

of her comedy, III. 8, in the note. 


H. 
Haaren (Monſieur Van) Who? III. 
250, and in the note. | 

Hague, univerſal joy expreſſed there 
at the concluſion of the peace in 
1748, UL 385. 

Hallifax (Lord). His appointment 
tothe [ord lĩeutenancy of Ireland, 
Nt. 366. Character of him, do. 

Hamilton (Duke of). Not murder- 

ed by Mr. Macartney, III. 353. 

Harenc (Mr.). Account of, * 131, 
2 the note. 


on (Lord). His appointment 
— torke lord iewenancy of Ireland, 


III. 337 
ord (Lord). . Appointed lord 
lieutenant of [reland, III. 376, 
Halderneſſe (Earl of). Sent ambaſſ- 
ador to the B. gu, BL 206. Ap- 
points Mr. Tindal his chaplain 
and fecretary, ditto. 
Holland (G Pevfionary of . His 
diſmiſſion, and acceptance of a 
penſion, II. 214. State of politics 


4 ay country at the death of 


a nce of Orange, 226, - 
eutenant General) Ac- 
* of, III. 214, in the note. 
Hengery {Queen of). Reaſons far 
ber delay in KN SHY ave the de- 
finitive — 192, 194 196. 


R WHEN note. Ill ſucceſs 


him, III. 4. 


His marriage with _. 


1. 


Je, * eee bill paſ- 
fed, III. 253. Humorous adrer- 


tiſement on this occaſion, ditto. 
Inoculation, ſucceſs of, III. 54. 
Founeau (the Rev. Mr.). Account 

of, II. 294. Account of his ſon, 8. 


of, III. 199, in the note. Let- 
ters from” Lord Chefterfield to 
him, 207 to 214. Account of, 


204, in the note. 
| - | 
Kaunitsz (Prince). Appointed to ſet- 


tle the affairs at Bruſſels, III. 
248, and in the note. 


| Kreunigen (Baron de) Account of, 
II. 98, 1 in | 


the note, | 
A 


L'Enchs (Ninon). Anecdote of, III. 
104. in the note. 


Letters (Peruvian) Character of 
. them, II 374. 


London (Earthquake in). Account 
of, III. 428. 

Lucas (Mr. Charles). Oblernuions 
on, III. 408, 409. 


M. 


Mably (Abbe by Author of The 
Droit public de Europe, II. 
5 — 87, —_ the note. — 
arteney (Mr.). Not guilty 

the murder x duke Hamwa, 


22 * 


Madden tbe Rev. Dr. Samuel). 
Letter from lord Cheſterfield 
do him, IH. 404- Account of, 

404, in the notes. Anecdote 
concerning a tragedy ſuppaſed 
the notes. 


Marmontel (Mr. ). Account of ſome . 


of his works, *. 598, in the 
0 


his tragedy 
of Cleopatra, III. 102. 


JR (the Rev. Mr.).  Actoudt Mare (Mdofieur de Cinq.). Account 


. 33G, and in the notte. 


is 
of, N. 396, * 


438 
Marte! (Madame de). Her letter 
to lord Cheſterfield, II 308. 
Martin (Mr.). Account of, II. 


42, in the note. 


r "the 7 te III. 171, in the 


Ab philoſophical tale by vol- 
. taire, III. 174, and in the note 


Opinion of it, 174. 
Miniſtry (Britiſh). Account of, in 
4757, III. 292 to 296. 
Minorca, loſs of, III. 284. 
Meeurt (les). Account of a book 
ſo called, II. 


Mountmerris (Lord). Cbaracter of, 


N 287. 
N. 


1 (Duke of )- Moves for the 


| of the Jew ball, III. 255, 
His death, 418 
Niver noi: 3 ge). Character 
of, I. 406. 


7 hs (Prince of ) His regulation. 
of the poſt at Amſterdam, III. 


191, and the note. His death, 
: 226. 
Orange (Princeſs Dowager of ). 
Rules for her conduct _ the 
minority, III. 228. 


2 
Pariiament, ſtate of, in 1755, III. 


2 

Pelbam (Mr.). His —— III. 261. 

Pembroke (Earl of). Account of 
his ſeat at Wilton, III. 190. 

Pin (Mr.). Made ſecretary of 
fate, III. 289. 

Prive (Mr.) Letters from lord 

Cheſterfield to him, III. 395 to 

5 04. Account of, 395, in the 

note. 

Fruſſia (King of ** 1 why 
he ſhould not attack Hanover, 

8 3 248, 249. 


. 
— - .# 
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9 (Duke of). 'His death, 

438. 

| Robinſon (Sir Thomas). Lord Chef- 
terſield's letters to him, III. 303 
to 306. His intimacy with lord 
Cheſterfield, 303, in the note. 

Racbford (Earl ot). Appointed 
lord Chamberlain, III. 269. 

Rodrigues. Who? III. 174, and 
in the note. 

Romans (King of the). To be elec- 
ted at Hanover in 1752, III. 
232. Importance of that elec. 
tion, ditto, and 233. Delay of 
it, 236. 


8. 
Sallier (Abbe). Account of, II. 
358. in the note 
Saxe (Marſhal) Account of his 
- tuneral, III. 120, fn the note. 
Sheridan (Mr). Account of his 
book on Britiſh education, III. 
44, 345- 
FR. 2 6 of, III. 203, 264. 
Stunbepe (the Hon. Geor Ob- 
tains the rank of C deal, III. 
179 Who? ditto, in the note. 
Stanhope (Hun. John). Brother to 
the Earl of Chelterfield Ac- 
count of his death, II. 392, in 


the note, III. 1 
Style. Change "of M 0. 


Swift (the Rev. Dr.). His hiſtory 
of the four laft years of queen 
Ann cenſured, II. 352 His let- 
ters to the earl of Cheſterfield, 
ſoliciting him for a place ſor Mr. 
Launcelot. who had married a 

relation of his, III. 422, 425. 


- 
. — 
* 
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Tax (new). Levied in „ Holland, 
account of its produce, II. 167, 
in the note. 

Tencin (Madame de). Account of, 

II. 329, in the note. — letter 

to lord Chefterfield, 3 8 

1 (Archbiſhop), | chender 
o 


10 340. 
Rebellion. 3 of perſons : Touſſaint (Mr 3. Authot of a bock 


concerned in; III. a, &ec. 


28 
7 


. -account of 
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him, in the note, II. 384. 
Townſbend (Lord). Appointed lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, IN. 379- 

Trenck (Baron). A dog why 
called, III. 187, and in the bows, 
188, 190. 


U. 


Vanderduyn (Lieutenant - General). 
Account of, III 193, and in the 
note. 

Ubbergue. Country-ſeat of count 
Welderen, III. 165, in the note. 


. 11 (Abbe de la) Account of, . 
1a) 5 | 
Vilettes, Eſa; (Arthur). Account „ 


of, III. 407, in the note. 
Veltaire. Honours and penſions be- 
ſtowed upon him by the king of 


W. 


 Waldeck (Prince). His corps how 
it 3 to be diſpoſed of, III. 


Ma pole (Mr. Horatio). Appointed 
ambaſſador and plenipotentia 
to the States General, III. 156, 
and in the note. 

Waſſenaer de Tawickel (Count). His 
letter of congratulation to lord 
Cheſterfield on his being appoin- 
ted ſecretary of ſtate, III. 140. 
His account of the deplorable 
ſtate of Holland, 142 

World. A periodical paper, in 


which lord Cheſterfield wrote, 


I. 257. 


— 


Pruſſia, III. 8. His letter to the ' Yorke 8 8 am- 


carl of Cheſterfield, 144. . 


baſſador to the States Generyh 
II. 229. | 


„ & 3 


| : 
- » . 


30 A 65 
Dr RECTIONS to the Binder, for OY the COPPER- 
PLATES. "iP 

I. Earl of Chefterfield, to face the title of volume the firſt. 

I. Lady Halifax, the of ſection I. of the Memoirs 
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